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Q.1) Which of the following Ministries deals with the management of Haj Pilgrimage and 

including administration of the Haj Committee Act, 1959? 

a) Ministry of Minority Affairs 

b) Ministry of External Affairs 

c) Ministry of Home Affairs 

d) Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment 

 

Q.1) Solution (a) 

Following President Pranab Mukherjee’s assent to amendments to the Government of India 

(Allocation of Business) Rules, 1961, the Centre made public the gazette notification on the 

transfer of management of Haj Pilgrimage, including administration of the Haj Committee 

Act, 1959, to the Minorities Affairs Ministry. 

In News - http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/minority-affairs-ministry-takes-

charge-of-haj-pilgrimage/article9176608.ece 

 

Q.2) Consider the following statements about Indian Pharmacopoeia Commission (IPC) 

1. It is an Autonomous Institution of the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public 

Distribution 

2. Indian Pharmacopoeia (IP) is an official document meant for overall Quality Control 

and Assurance of Pharmaceutical products marketed in India 

Select the correct statement(s) 

a) Only 1 

b) Only 2 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Q.2) Solution (b) 

Indian Pharmacopoeia Commission (IPC) is an Autonomous Institution of the Ministry of 

Health and Family Welfare, Govt. of India. IPC is created to set standards of drugs in the 

country. It’s basic function is to update regularly the standards of drugs commonly required 

for treatment of diseases prevailing in this region. It publishes official documents for 

improving Quality of Medicines by way of adding new and updating existing monographs in 
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the form of Indian Pharmacopoeia (IP). It further promotes rational use of  generic 

medicines by publishing National Formulary of India. 

IP prescribes standards for identity, purity and strength of drugs essentially required from 

health care perspective of human beings and animals. 

IPC also provides IP Reference Substances (IPRS) which act as a finger print for identification 

of an article under test and its purity as prescribed in IP. 

IP standards are authoritative in nature. They are enforced by the Regulatory authorities for 

quality control of medicines in India. During Quality Assurance and at the time of dispute in 

the court of law the IP standards are legally acceptable.  

IP is an official document meant for overall Quality Control and Assurance of Pharmaceutical 

products marketed in India by way of contributing on their safety, efficacy and affordability. 

The work of the IPC is performed in collaboration with members of the Scientific Body, 

subject experts as well as with representatives from Central Drugs Standard Control 

Organization (CDSCO), State Regulatory authorities, specialist from Industries, Associations, 

Councils and from other Scientific and Academic Institutions. 

 IP contains a collection of authoritative procedures of analysis and specifications for Drugs. 

The IP, or any part of it, has got legal status under the Second Schedule of the Drugs & 

Cosmetics Act, 1940 and Rules 1945 there under.        

As per the policy of IPC, IP monographs are not framed to detect all possible impurities. The 

prescribed tests are designed to determine impurities on which attention are required to be 

focused, to fix the limits of those that  are tolerable to a certain extent, and to indicate 

methods for ensuring the absence of those, that are undesirable. It is, therefore, not to be 

presumed that the impurities can be tolerated because they have not been precluded by 

the prescribed tests.  

Distinction exists between Pharmacopoeial Standards and Manufacturer’s release 

specifications. Pharmacopoeial standards are publicly-available compliance document that 

provide the means for an independent check about the quality of a product, all time during 

its shelf-life. To ensure compliance related to pharmacopoeial requirements, the 

manufacturer’s specifications may need to be more exacting than corresponding 

pharmacopoeial specifications. 

In News – 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/nvbdcp-inks-pact-to-monitor-

drugs-used-to-treat-kala-azar-116080401664_1.html 
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http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/ayush-us-pharmacopeial-

convention-mou-on-traditional-medicines-116082401403_1.html 

 

Q.3) Which of the following is the first state to implement Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) in 

Kerosene 

a) Bihar 

b) Jharkhand 

c) Maharashtra 

d) Rajasthan 

 

Q.3) Solution (b) 

In News - http://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ani/jharkhand-becomes-first-

state-to-implement-direct-benefit-transfer-in-kerosene-116100400107_1.html 

 

Q.4) Recently the New Delhi Declaration on Education was adopted by 

a) Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) 

b) SAARC 

c) BRICS 

d) None of the above 

 

Q.4) Solution (c) 

The BRICS nations have adopted the ‘New Delhi Declaration on Education’ to ensure 

inclusive and equitable quality education and promote life-long learning opportunities for 

all. 

In News - http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=151309 

 

Q.5) Consider the following statements with respect to the Arctic Council 

1. Only states with territory in the Arctic can be members of the Council 

2. India is a non-circumpolar country in the Arctic Council and has an observer status 

3. All Scandinavian countries are members of Arctic Council 
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Which of the following statement(s) is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 

b) 1 and 3 

c) 2 and 3 

d) All of the above 

 

Q.5) Solution (d) 

Only states with territory in the Arctic can be members of the Council. All eight countries are 

members making the Arctic Council a circumpolar forum. The Council also has permanent 

and ad hoc observer countries and "permanent participants". 

Member countries are: Canada, Denmark (representing also the dependencies of Greenland 

and Faroe Islands), Finland, Iceland, Norway, Russia, Sweden, and United States. 

In 2013, India was granted observer status to the Arctic, where India joined China, Italy, 

Japan, Singapore, and South Korea as a non-circumpolar country in the Arctic Council. 

In News - http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/arctic-region-opportunities-

south-korea-india-2964498/ 
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