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PREFACE

2 AGK GKS LINBaSyild &aKATG Ay SEFYAYlLFGAZ2Y LI G
StudiescLL FyYyR DSYSNIf {GdzRASaA LLLQ OI NoreévéerT St &
following the recent trend of UPSC, almost all the questions are-isased rather than news
based. Therefore, the right approach to preparation is to prepare issues, rather than just
reading news.

Taking this into account, our websitevw.iasbaba.conwill cover current affairs focusing more

2y WAiaadzsSaQ 2y | RIAfe& olaiad ¢KAA ¢gAff KS
various national dailies such as The Hindu, Indian Express, Businessr&tdndeMint,
Business Line and other important Online sources. Over time, some of these news items will
become important issues.

UPSC has the knack of picking such issues and asking general opinion based questions.

Answering such questions will requirergeral awareness and an overall understanding of the
issue. Therefore, we intend to create the right understanding among aspica#ts 2 g 2 02
these issues?

This is the33% editon2 ¥ L! {61 61 Qa4 az2yidKfe al 3lT Ay S ¢KIJ
that were in news in the month ofFebruary 2018 which can be accessed from
https://iasbaba.com/currerdaffairsfor-iasupscexams20162017/

+| f dzS | RRQa-MashNRedd ahd!Chndidcting the dots.

Also, we have introduced Prelim and mains focused snippets from November 2017 which
shall guide you for better revision.

Wadza i wS I, wilgivé ywimpoaayit links to be read from exam perspective. This will
maked dzZNB (G KIF X @2dz R2yQl YAaa 2dzi 2y Fye AYL]
on daily basis.

Under each news articlél/ 2 Yy S Ol A YadlitateKySur tRigkingit®connect and ponder

over various aspects of an issue. Basically, it helpsiryaumderstanding an issue from multi
dimensional viewpoint. You will understand its importance while giving Mains or Interview.

Must Read ArticlesWe have not included them in the magazine. Those following DNA on daily
basis may follow ithttps://iasbaba.com/currentaffairsfor-iasupscexams20162017/

dToday is the beginning of whatever you waht
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NATIONAL

TOPIC
General Studies 2 and 3:

w

0 Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues
arising out of their design and implementation.

Welfare schemes for vulnerablsections of the population by the Centre and States
and the performance of these-schemes.

0 Aadhar and related security issues; Right to Privacy.

O«

Aadhar: Good, Bad And Ugly?

Introduction:

From food rations to marriage certificates, entrance examsrdm ticket concessions, mobile
phone cards to banking, Indians are now being asked to producediggt22adhaar number to
access both government and private sector services.

LYRAI Q& Ly Alj dzS LRSYUATFTAOLGAZ2Y LdbERed Rieniity A &
programme. Initially, the project had a limited aignil 2 4G 2 L) GKSTFd | yR LI
social welfare programmes by correctly identifying the beneficiaries using their biometrics. But
now, the use of Aadhaar is expanding into newer argas,iding business applications.

¢tKS 0St2g FNILAOES YI{1Sa  1ljdzaAO]l O2YLI NR&A2Y
Number (SSN)

r{Qa {20Alt {SOdzNAGE& bdzYoSNI o{{bo

The United States enacted the landmark Social Security Act in 1935, givingohilngh $ocial
Security Number (SSN).

When the Act was introduced, American conservatives of the 1930s criticized the initiative,
declaring- a b S@SNJ Ay (KS KA&ald2NER 2F (KS g2NIR KI
insidiously designed as to preventbuSii & NB O2SNEB > G2 Syatl gS g2
and invites the entrance into a political field of a power so vast, so powerful, as to threaten the
AYOGSANRGE 2F 2dzNJ AValAlGdzia2yaododoé
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Christian fundamentalists joined the crusade by proclaiming 8% was the very Mark of the
. S1Fad LINPLIKSAASR Ay wS@StlF A2y MoYMTY aXxXy?z
2NJ 0KS yIFYS 2F GKS o0SlFadgs 2N GKS ydzyoSNJ 2F

Crux:

0 Even when the US introduced SSN, there were intense debates whethéctheas
highly contentious.

0 Conservatives were involved in actions of deliberately arousing public fear or alarm
about harmful impacts of SSN.

However, they failed to impress the American public and Social Security was introduced.

O«

Over the years Social Security and its counterpart, Medicare, have become the only safety nets
F2NJ I YIF22NAGe 2F ! YSNAOFQ&d St RSNIeo {{Db
intended for.

There are many instances of leakage of information lihteeit, nonetheless it continues to be
the backbone of citizen interactions with the state. None has come up with a better alternative.

LYRAIFQ&a &aOSylINRZ2Y
Eightythree years later, i.e. today, Indian activists opposing Aadhaar can be compared with
that of American conservatives of the 1930s.

¢KSNBE IINB | NBdzyYSyida €A1SY 4a!tFRKFFENI 6SyRa
G20FEAGENRLFY NBIAYST € YR aGAdG Aa | WIAELY
AdzZNDSATEFyOS ail GSode

However, here is one important difference: The opposition to Social Security was informed by
right-wing ideology, which saw it as the harbinger of socialism and an existential threat to
I YSNAOIFQ&a OFLAGIEAA0 SYGSNLINA&SO

In stark contrast, the movement against Aaain is led by a small group of Léfaning activists,

gK2 FTNB ¢Sttt 1y26y FT2N I Rg20FrGAy3a Y2NB | yR
distribution system, rural employment guarantee, food security, and so on), but who are now
arguinginthesamé NBF 1 K FT2NJ 4 KS OAGAT SyaQ NRIKG (2 o

The biometric difference
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There is another crucial difference between the SSN and Aadhaar: biometrics.

Critics argue that Unlike other personal information that one can change at will to protect
2ySQa LINAGEFOez 2yS OFyQi OKFy3aS 2ySQa FAy3aS

However, one of the learned Supreme Court justices observed recently, Google and other social
media, mobileoperators, and our own voter lists have a lot more immediately damaging
personal information that one has no real control over. (Have you ever tried to delete highly
personal and sometimes libellous information that show up when you Google your own name?)

Another Justice observed

G{2 LYRAIFIYQa K2 K2t SKSINISRfe ftAy]l L5Qa
Fff 1TAYR 2F . A2 YSGUONRO&a G2 20GFAYy @Aral Qa 2
information being compromised and giesting in their own country against this strong anti
corruption move. So is it like some fractions of Indians want India to remain corrupt and at the
alYyS GAYSZEZ oflYS LYRAIF FTNRBY 5S@Sft2LISR 0O2dzyi

Besides, none of the examples Ahdhaar data breaches that have been reported involves
fingerprints or iris scans. So, the argument that biometrics somehow make a more compelling
case against Aadhaar simply does not-hold water.

Ly FFEOGZ Ay + yIGA2Y & pragiamniek, SistasichllIaigedtdevels|lofNH S
leakages, and systemic fraud in every past ID programme, it is indeed the biometrics that bring
credibility to Aadhaar as a national ID.

So, what is the future?

On the one side, we have a weliganised group o&nti-Aadhaar activists who can take full
credit for catapulting the privacy debate on to the national stage, but who have not offered a
AaAy3tS GAloftS TGSNYIFGAGS (G222t G2 oSOGGSNI IR

On the other side, we havegovernment at the Centre whose party opposed Aadhaar prior to
the elections, but upon taking over the reins quickly realised the power of a single national ID in
effectively administering welfare schemes; and which has been much more internally unified
than the previous government in its determination to make the best use of Aadhaar.

www.lASbaba.com
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And we have the UIDAI, which has consistently shown its seriousness in addressing data
security and privacy issues; is poised to add more layers of security, such asAadbahr ids;
is taking an active part in crafting a national data privacy law.

In the middle is the Supreme Court, now hearing detailed arguments from both sides, trying to
deliberate where the nation should draw the line between personal privacy aaddtional
interest.

Conclusion:

Mandating Aadhaar for all government schemes and subsidies, and allowing it as a tool to
prevent money laundering and terrorism are the most logical places to draw that line.

And, lighting the fire under the governmemm quickly enact a comprehensive national data
LINA @I Oe fl 63X 6KAOK SyaKNRYySa AYyOadSNYyFGA2ylff
insurance policy to prevent mass surveillance and other excessive use of Aadhaar, like in the
case of the SSlshould be the next immediate action.

PS:(The above article has less content to directly pick for Mains but will help to have different
RAYSyaArzya YR aasSaaySyidz O2YLI NAYy3I ! I RKF NJ

Connecting the dots:

0 Are privacy concerns over Aadhaalid? Critically examine.
0 Should Aadhaar be made compulsory for availing the benefits of government schemes?
Examine in the light of the recent SC judgement in this regard.

TOPIC

General Studies 3:
9 Issues relating to intellectual property rights.
General Studies 2:
f 9FFSOG 2F LRftAOASA YR LREtAGAOA 27F
interests

0«
(0p))
Q

Secondary Patents: How Indian law tackles them effectively?

In news:

www.lASbaba.com
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¢KS 3Jt20lf al t S-gellird presdriftibn deug, MliniR&) dontioud & (grow even
after the expiry of the patent over its main ingredient, adalimumab, a biologic used for the
treatment of arthritis.

Reason beingd . NR I R | ®{ & | dz8t4 a\list oft75 seydéry gaténislin the U.S.
for new indications, new methods of treatment, new formulations, and the like.

Secondary patents:

The patent law allows the intellectual property estate to expand by filing more secondary
patents.

Over theyears, AbbVie has increased the price of Humira in the U.S. by 100%, while steadily
filing a large number of secondary patents.

While the complexity of biologics drugs made from complex molecules manufactured using
living cellst allows for filing moregatents, the patent laws too play a role. The U.S. recognises
and encourages secondary patents.

India, however, does not, which means that while Humira costs $1,300 (Rs. 85,000) in the U.S.,
the same treatment costs only $200 (Rs. 13,500) in India.

Patent cliff:

Patents offer their owners market exclusivity for a limited period of tifer medicines, this
exclusivity should last as long as the primary patent which relates to the active
pharmaceutical ingredient (API) of the medicmeis in effect, tpically 20 years.The end of
patent exclusivity is referred to as a patent cliff, because drug prices fall steeply afterwards
by as much as 80% owing to generic competition.

Issue:

The precipitous fall in profits drives pharmaceutical companiesnid fiew ways to postpone

their exclusivity by

Filing secondary patents for derivatives and variants of the API, such as a physical variant of the
API, a new formulation, a dosage regimen, or a new method of administering the medicine.

Evergreening:

The gcondary patents prop up before the expiry of a primary patent thereby stretching the
SEOt dzaAoAGe o06S&2yR Hn &SFNBRIZI | LN OGAOS @K
lucrative when employed in the context of-salled blockbuster medicines, vah reap annual
revenues exceeding $1 billion.

www.lASbaba.com
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In India:

f ¢KS NB2SOGAzy 2F I aSO2yRINEB LI GSYyd F2NJ
famously upheld by the Supreme Court of India in 2013, while the same was granted in the
U.S. Consequently, ¢hcost of a monthly dose of the medicine in the U.S. was Rs. 1.6 lakh,
while the cost of the generic was Rs. 11,100 in India.

1 Likewise, Spiriva, a medicine for asthma, enjoys patent protection until 2021 in the U.S.,
largely due to secondary patents. Aflthese secondary patents were rejected in India. As a
result, while the monthly cost of the medicine in the U.S. is over Rs. 19,100, it costs a mere
Rs. 250 in India.

Good patent law:

Some remarkable innovations have been made in Indian patent lawe Tedmed patentable,

applications for secondary patents have to clear significant hurdles

1 As per Section 2(1)(ja) of the Patents Act, the product in question must feature a technical
I RO YyOS 23SNJ gKLG OFYS 0S¥2NB (c&sels€randayy? i
patents for pharmaceuticals are often sought for trivial variants, they typically fail to qualify
as an invention.

1 Further, when a medicine is merely a variant of a known substance, Section 3(d)
necessitates a demonstration of improvemaentits therapeutic efficacy. The provision also
bars patents for new uses and new properties of known substances. This additional
requirement is unigue to Indian law, and along with Section 2(1)(ja), ensures that bad
patents stay out of the system.

1 Section3(e) ensures that patents for combinations of known substances are allowed only if
there is synergistic effect, while Section 3(i) ensures that no exclusivity can be claimed over
methods of treatment.

Together, Sections 3(d), 3(e) and 3(i) have beerrunstntal in rejecting close to numerous

secondary patents for pharmaceuticals.

Secondary patents have been rejected largely due to the stringent thresholds imposed by

Sections 2(1)(ja) and 3(d).

1 The above provisions also extend to biologics.

Thanks to e provisions in the patent law, Humira enjoys no patent protection in India, since

AbbVie restricted their Indian filings to only cover their secondary patents.

Conclusion:

Blockbuster medicines are crucial to the success of public health. But theybbamnegamed
and rendered inaccessible to the peomlad governments who need therm order for these
medicines to be accessible, there is a need to enact strong standards.

www.lASbaba.com
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Connecting the dots:

1 Discuss how Indian patent law is a robust one helpig avimolous patents.

1 What do you mean by secondary patents? Indian patent law does not encourages such
patents. Discuss.

TOPIC
General Studies 1:
1 Urbanization, their problems-and their remedies
General Studies 2:
1 Government policies and interventions falevelopment in various sectors and issues
arising out of their,design and implementation.

Formulating a National Urban Policy
Background:
India is in the midst of a major urbanization boom.

As per Census 2011, 377 million Indians comprising 31.1% of the total population lived in urban
areas. This is estimated to have risen to 420 million in 20151(WN0 A G F G &2 2 NI R/
HAMCEU®

LYRAFQa&a € S@St 27F dzND I y aplofdeveldpihg dodntries:2CaiIaNA5%)K |y
Indonesia (54%), Mexico (78%) and Brazil (87%).

D2AYy3 | KSIRZ 0& HnonI LYRAFQA dzNBIyYy LI Lz |
Issues:

Indian cities face challenges in terms of deficits in infrastructgiogernance and sustainability.
With rapid urbanization, these problems are going to aggravate, and can cumulatively pose a
OKIFffSy3aS (42 LYRAIFIQ&a 3INBGGK (NI2SOl2NEO®

AMRUT Government inititatives:

Keeping in mind the above challenges, the governmkmuncheal the Atal Mission for
Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (Amrut)) as a step towards harnessing the
agglomeration economies of the urban centres ancking cities engines of growth.

www.lASbaba.com
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The mission lays emphasis on creating infrastructure, improving setteiivery, making cities
smarter for improved livelihood and providing for faster and integrated mobility.

It envisages convergence across various initiatives such as Amrut, Smart Cities, Hriday (Nationa
Heritage City Development and Augmentation Yo)arfdradhan Mantri Awas Yojana and
Swachh Bharat.

The intent is matched with a corresponding mobilization of resources. For-P918he
government increased the budget for the housing and urban affairs ministry by 2.8%, to
Rs41,765 crore.

The centre has lao formulated separate policies for urban sanitation, transport, transit
oriented development and also a national mission on sustainable habitat, each with a specific
mandate and vision.

Way forward- A comprehensive framework required:

A comprehensivdramework that takes a holistic approach to the interrelated challenges is
required.

Sustainable urban development needs to be led by the central government working closely with
state and local governments.

India needs to develop its own national urban ippl(NUP) as an instrument for applying a
coherent set of interventions in relation to the future growth of cities, in partnership with all
stakeholders.

Globally, around onthird of countries have a NUP in place.
National Urban Policy:

NUP will outlineand highlight the importance and objectives of cities. We need to update our
definition of urban areas, understand the importance of cities and what we can achieve
through urbanization with responsive infrastructure.

India needs to fingune this vision n light of the aspirations of citizens, state capabilities,
historical legacy, cultural contexdnd present economic situatiorit will highlight the key
enablers, crossutting principles, desired outputs and eventual outcomes.

Urbanization in India is aomplex issue, with the majority of citglated issues being state
subjects. States would have to take the lead in order to make cities vibrant economic centres.
There is a need to build adequate capacities at the state/urban local bodies level torgrepa

www.lASbaba.com
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cities for future challenges. The NUP would set the common minimum agenda, involving
participation of all stakeholders.

For instance, the Australian national urban policy document identifies objectives of
productivity, sustainability, livability and gemnance as key agenda drivers for its cities. In India,
such agenda setting would encourage programmes and policies to be integrated and aim at
operationalizing the spirit of the 74th Amendment. The importance of such a common
minimum agenda cannot be owaated. It is required to get the entire ecology of urbaatated
stakeholders on the same page as a starting point.

The world of the 21st century is substantially more complex than the traditional urban world of
the 20th century when citizens, governmeand civil society were, to a large extent, the only
stakeholders.

The stakeholders may also not be physically located in the cities of operation. Various
aggregators like Uber and Amazon; distance learning universities; the active participation of
nonresdent Indians; service aggregators such as UrbanClap present a complex web of
interdependent and interconnected stakeholders.

A NUP framework would recognize all these stakeholders and prevent cities from seeing
through these participants.

Conclusion:

ANUP is a prerequisite, obviously, for leveraging urbanization to the fullest extent and with the
IANBFGiSad SFFAOASyOed® ! RRNBaaiay3d LyRAFQa Odz)
more difficult.

Connecting the dots:

1 Discuss the issues related tobanisation in India. What are the government initiatives
taken in this regard? Also analyze the need of a holistic national urban policy.

TOPIC
General Studies 3:
1 Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact
assessment
General Studies 2:
1 Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues
arising out of their design and implementation.

Biofuel: As an alternative fuel for transportation sector

www.lASbaba.com
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Introduction:

India faces a major paradox tag. While a robust transport sector fuels a growing economy
and heralds the economic growth on one hand, on the other it also leaves an unsustainable
carbon footprint on cities, severely impacting the health and Welhg of citizens.

The transport sector is the second largest contributor to carbon dioxide.

In addition to the health costs of pollution, fossil fuel dependency of the sector continues to
burden the exchequer.

Oil as only fuel for transport sector:

hdSN) GKS ySEG wn &@SENB LYRALFQa SySNBEe@& Ayl
I OO2NRAY3I G2 L9! X LYRAL Oraby8 mifion Basrafd pgrilay £080.8 (i 2
mb/d in 2040.

It has also projected that oil production will fallldad demand, pushing oil import dependence
above 90 per cent by 2040.

Meanwhile, projections are that the transport sector will contribute to titards of the rise in
LYRAIFQa 2Af RSYlFYRO®

Pushing the policy:

DAGSY LYRAIQa NI LIA Rdedce ahtlisind dgrdandfo? thedranbporfsarfof R
it is required to look at policies for the transport sector that aim both to reduce the carbon
F220LINAY G 2F GKS aSOG2NJ YR YSSG (GKS ylFidAz2y

E-mobility: Good but should not be the only ojxin

The government has made a major announcement to incentivize and -gteeliic by 2030.
While the thrust on emobility is welcome, current policies have not given similar policy support
to alternative fuels, in particular the high potential of biofseas a promising vehicular fuel.
Relying on amobility alone will not accomplish our ambition to create a sustainable and green
transport on a parfindia basis.
1 Market uptake of pure electric vehicles has been largely confined to scooters. We have
not seen a rapid rollout of electric buses and cars.
1 Even if there is rapid adoption of electric cars, the problem of congestion remains as
private vehicle growth is not the desired direction.
We need a shift to public transport, notably buses, which are spadecostefficient. Biofuel
run buses private and publia present an unprecedented solution.

www.lASbaba.com
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What is biofuel?

A biofuel is a fuel that is produced through contemporary biological processes, such as
agriculture and anaerobic digestion, rather than a fuel produced by geological processes such
as those involved in the formation of fossil fuels, such as coal andleeinp from prehistoric
biological matter.

Advantages of bidfuel:

1 India generates around 70 billion litres of waste water every day, which is expected to
double in the next 15 years according to the McKinsey Global Institute. By building biogas
generationand upgrading facilities at the STP sites, the output can potentially substitute
350 million litres of diesel, 2.3 gigawatt hours of natural gas fired power and over 8 million
LPG cylinders of 14.2kg each.

91 India could replace over 40% of the projected dem for diesel in 2020 by . Energy
generated from biofuels is equivalent to 340 million barrels of oil or over $22 billion
(assuming a landed price of $65 per barrel).

1 Production of biofuel from crop residue would solve the challenge of stubble burning
resulting into thick smog in DelNCR.

1 Considering that in the first quarter India had a current account deficit of $14.3 billion, we
could wipe out almost a third of our current account deficit.

1 The increase in ethanol production alone has the potentiatiteate over 700,000 jobs
when targeting only the base potential.

States with a combination of high agricultural activity and large fuel consumption like

Maharasthra, Punjab and Uttar Pradesh are best positioned to exploit this opportunity.

Pilots:

Biofuel-driven buses in cities like Nagpur, where the government has allowed special purpose
vehicles to own and operate these buses along with the plants and the depots required to fuel
the buses.

The city administration has worked with a manufacturer of bé&fbuses to roll out green fuel
buses that not only solve the green transport problem but also a waste problem. The fuel which
is used in these buses is generated from local waste, in effect converting local waste into local
fuel for local transport.

Wayforward:

www.lASbaba.com
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1 The economic viability of scaling up of pilot projects will happen if a rational tax policy is
implemented.

1 Successful pilots of biofuelin large transport such as buses have not yet received national
policy support. Any rapid adoption and scaftequires government support to all
stakeholders in the vehicular biofuel supply chain, including, manufacturers of biofuel
engines, suppliers of biofuels and of course fuelling infrastructure.

1 Scaling models that promote ideas based on local waste, flioeband local transport.

1 There have been no fiscal incentives to encourage bidfased mass transpont buses
which can run on biofuel now attract 28 per cent GST plus 15 per cent cess. This would
place renewable fuetnabled buses in the same categasyluxury vehicles and cigarettes!

Conclusion:

Pushing for biofuel buses for public transport within a specific timeline like 2020, would help
transform our public transport services, improve the health of our citizens, provide economic
impetus and crea jobs.

E-mobility thrust is welcome, but it is not a panacea to issues facing the transport sector. A
holistic approach which includes biofuels as vehicle fuel is required to achieve our dream of
creating an environmentally. and economically sustainablgansport sector.

With a holistic approach, which includes the full potential of biofuels for vehicles, we will be

able to achieve our dream of creating an environmentally and economically sustainable
transport sector.

Connecting the dots:
1 Discuss howbio-fuels can solve the problem of pollution in India. Given its potential,
adequate policy push is required. Analyze.

TOPIC
General Studies 3:
1 Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices
1 Inclusive growth and issues a&iing from it.
General Studies 2:
1 Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues
arising out of their design and implementation.
1 Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States
and the performance of these schemes; mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies
constituted for the protection and betterment of these vulnerable sections

www.lASbaba.com
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Hike in the MSPs: Making it effective

Background:

The issue of minimum support price has been mired in rawersy. Recently the government

has announced a hike in the MSPs. In the latest budget the government has announced to
increase the minimum support price of crops to 50% over the cost of production.

What is MSP?

Minimum Support Price is the price at whigovernment purchases crops from the farmers,
whatever may be the market price for the crops.

It is set by the CACP (Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices) and is normally active fof
rice and wheat at all times. The Food Corporation of Indiaggtlcuring agency.

For other crops, while MSP is announced, it becomes active when there are cooperatives or
state agencies procuring the product based on circumstances.

This is because market prices would normally be higher than MSP and the machinery fo
procurement, storage and disposal is weak.

What necessitates price intervention?

Ideally, the market should be setting the price with all checks at manipulation being in place.

1 Farmers are suppliers of basic inputs for the rest of the economy. It is not just the share in
GDP that matters but also the purchasing power provided for other industries being linked
directly with other sectors.

1 The mandi system is opaque and farmers at a disadvantage when they enter these
markets.

Therefore, price intervention is required.

A2+FL and C2 concept:
¢tKS D2@OSNYyYSyaGdQa |yy2dzyOSYSyid (G2 AYyONBIlFasS
ensures that the farmers get a higher price ancome.

It has, however, not been clarified whether the cost being referred to is the A2+FL concept
which is actual cost plus farm labour or the C2 concept which is comprehensive and includes
interest paid, rent, etc.

The Government needs to make clearatls being referred to when we speak of 1.5 times the
costt A2+RL or C2?

Making the hike meaningful:

www.lASbaba.com
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Pricing is one part of the story but delivery is more important. Higher prices would mean a

radical change in the way in which farm products are matiet

1 It is necessary to create structures where the GovernmentCentral or Stater gets
involved with procurement of crops.
Volumes would be large as almost all the kharif crops now rule below the MSP since
production has been very good.
Organisations fo procurement have to be identified; these will have collection centres
across all the markets. Ideally, they should be located at all mandis where the crops are
sold.

1 Procurement is always for an average fair quality. Thus, grading and assaying must be
required.
For rice and wheat the manual inspection system has been established; the same has to be
developed for other crops.

1 The Government should be able to have warehouses ready to store the produce. Today
even the handling of rice and wheat stocks fasegeral challenges.

1 Once procured, focus should be on disposal.
In the case of rice and wheat, there is direct linkage with PDS and buffer stock, and hence a
system has been established. The same has to be done for other crops.

Issue:

Rural distress cdmues to exists despite many crops and many states already having provided
for MSP, which is 50% above the cost of production.

Merely announcing MSPs may not make a material difference unless all the accompanying
factors are addressed. At present, forany of the crops the market price is lower than the
MSP, yet farmers are not able to get the MSP as there are no channels existing for them.

Price Deficiency Payment System:

A way out of the issues related to MSPs is to not procure but to compensatertimer with

the difference between the price received at the mandi and the MSP. Thus, the option of price
deficiency payment system should be explored.

Challenge:

Given that there are intermediaries along the way, the farmer may get bypassed in such a
transaction.

Besides, mandis are opaque and records are not maintained.

Conclusion:
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Hike in MSP without plans of implementation won't help farmers. To make the higher MSPs
meaningful it has to be ensured that all the systems are in place to peamnua thken dispose of

the same.Pricing is one part of the story; delivery is more important. A radical change is
needed in farm products marketing.

Connecting the dots:

1 The government recently has in its latest budget has announced hiking of MSPs for multiple
crops. Discuss how this may not help farmers, until all the systems to procure and then
dispose of the same is put in place.

1 Rural distress continues to exists despite many crops and many states having provided for
MSP, which is 50% above the cost of prctehn. Discuss the issues related with MSPs. Also
analyze how price deficiency payment system may help.

TOPIC
General Studies 3:
1 Issues related to direct and-indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices
1 Inclusive growth'and issues arising.from it.
General Studies 2:
1 Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues
arising out of their design and implementation.
1 Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States
and the performance ofthese_schemes; mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies
constituted for the protection and betterment of these vulnerable sections

Reducing Agrarian Distress: Budget 2018

Background:

In recent years, the Centre has taken several initiatives such as the Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima
Yojana (PMFBY), electronic National Agricultural Marke¥lA®), soil health card, neem
coated urea and so on to reduce agrarian distress.

Such initiatives hadefinitely helped, but more needs to be done to truly address the issue of
agrarian distress.

Multiple dimensions to agrarian distress:
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Input costs have gone up significantly recently while the farm gate prices of agricultural
produce have continued teemain subdued.

(The farm gate price is the price received by farmers for their produce at the location of
farm. Thus, the costs of transporting from the farm gate to the nearest market and market
charges for selling the produce are not included.)

The buk of farming activities in India is undertaken by marginal farmers, strangpers or
landless agricultural labourers with limited access to institutional finance.

The value chain in the agricultural sector has been exploitative as onlthodeof the rdail

prices paid by final consumers reach the producers, unlikethirds in case of milk.

The public distribution system does not have the capacity to undertake procurement
operations for 24 crops for which minimum support price (MSP) is announced.

Although PDS is inefficient, an alternative mechanism is yet to emerge, which can ensure
MSP to farmers during a period of bumper harvest.

PostK | N¥»Saili GSOKyz2f23&8 A& dzyRSNRS@GSt2LISR |y
limited.

Monsoon dependency igery high, limiting crop diversification to a great extent.

' INI NAIY RA&a0ONBaa Ay NBOSyu GAvYySa KlFa o06SS
its peak.

This is a clear case of market failure for which farmers do not have any cover. PMFBYsprovide
protection against crop failure.
No such protection is currently available to farmers for distress sale.

Government interventions:

T

Lending to agriculture is a major component of priority sector lending in India.
The target for bank lending to agritule has been revised upwards every vyear.
Lending cost to agriculture has been subsidised through interest rate subvention.

The Government also provides fertiliser subsidy year after year besides food subsidy
through PDS.

Budgetary decisions:

1.

Diminishingthe financial burden:
1 The most vulnerable section in the farming community are marginal farmers,-share
croppers and landless agricultural laborers.
1 Having limited access to institutional finance they borrow from the informal sector
leading to financial brden.
1 Loan waiver hardly helps this group.
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Budget:
¢tKA&a @SIFNRa o6dzRISH KFa AYyRAOFGSR GKIG GKS
credit to this segment of people from the formal sector.

2. The budget has proposed to raise the MSP by at [e&stimes the cost of production.

3. Covering agricultural produce beyond the scope of MSP:
1 Farmers produce several commodities that ardsime the MSPBudget FY19 has
LINE LJ2 & SR ( KS OpeyatioNBrRet i A2NI IISFNIMWa K o0t S O2
potato, tomato and onion to stabilise their prices, which can benefit both producers
and consumers.

4. Agricultural Marketing reforms:
91 As proposed last year, the remaining APMCs will be linkeeNaM by March 2018.
As a part of revamping the agriculturadarketing system, the idea is to upgrade
22,000 haats (local markets) to Gramin Agricultural Markets so that farmers can
directly sell their produce to consumers without middlemen.

5. As a part of diversification, sizeable allocations has been made fostfpreanimal
husbandry and the restructured National Bamboo Mission.

Way ahead:

T LY 2NRSN) G2 R2dz2fS TFTENXYSNBEQ AyO2 Y&avestii KSN
technology through innovative programmes.
The value addition is large in the casecohsumer products such as ketchup, jam, wafers,
pickles and so on. Farmers-can participate in this process through farmer producers
companies (FPCs).

1 In order to avoid distress sale farmers must be encouraged and trained to use the
commodity market for heging.
Procurement too should be extended to crops other than major ones like paddy/rice and
wheat, sometimes cotton, oil seeds, and pulses.

Conclusion:

Budgetary decisions if implemented effectively can help break the vicious cycle of agrarian
distress.As the focus is on sustaining structural reforms rather than providing séort relief
through loan waivers, input subsidies and the like.

Connecting the dots:
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1 In order to reduce agricultural distress, the focus should be on sustaining structural s2form
rather than providing shofterm relief through loan waivers, input subsidies and the like.
Comment.

1 In Budget 2018 the government has made important decisions related agricultural reforms.
If implemented effectively can help break the vicious cyclegoaidan distress. Analyze.

TOPIC

General Studies 3:

1 Indian Economy and issues_.relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth,
development and employment.

1 Investment and Infrastructure

Where does India stands in the Global Value Chain?

Background: Vulnerable exportd. Y RA 'y SEL®R NI & KI @3S FlLAfSR (2

ApritDecember 2017 grew 21 per cent-giwis an export growth of 12 per cent. The trade
deficit increased by $3.6 billion as compared to the previous y@@8.a LA 1S LY RALl Q&
Ffy2ad SA3IKG G2 GSy GAYSa ra GKFEG 2F ¢KIAC
their contribution to global exports.

Exports and global slowdowntndia often unfairly attributes its export movement to global

slowdasy ® C2NJ SEI YL S 6KAfS 2y GKS 2yS KFyR L

M®p LISNJ OSyld Ay wHnmc  2@SN) HnanmpI *ASGyl YQ

Reasons behind declining exports:

oy

[
<
Tk

1 LYRAI Q&8 Ay ONBL &A Y Ivafedtparts dokstnat Eantribdty to B glolae R A § &

value chain (GVC) and are highly susceptible to price sensitivity.

1 Today, India faces increasing competition in its core exports segments such as textiles and
agribased products where costs and product compliareme a concern. This Budget
definitely was a good opportunity to do a course correction and

Where does India stands in the global value chain?

According to OEGP¢ hQa ¢A+! RFGFOF&aSYET LYRAIFIQa D/ L
compared to 52.3 for tnam and 60.4 for Malaysia.

The GVC index:

¢KS D/ LINIHAOALI GA2Yy AYyRSE (11S8a Ayid2 002
integration into the GVC and is the sum of forward and backward linkages divided by total
exports.
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Forward linkage When industries of the exporting country provide inputs into exports of
industries in the importing country, it is called forward linkages.

Backward linkageWhen industries in the importing country import intermediate products to
be used in its exports is known as backward linkages.

The value chain problem?

Ly lylFlfeara 2F O2dzyGNASAQ YIydzFlFI OldzNAYy 3 &AKI
of the countries analysed in Asia.

Within manufacturing, the foreign valegdded (FVA) componentif India remains as low as 18

per cent (29 per cent for Vietham, 32 per cent for Thailand, and 33 per cent for Malaysia).
¢tKS Cx! SEKAOAGA GKS tS@St 2F 3Jft26lt LI NI

imported intermediate goods utilised intHe2 YSa G A O Ay Rdza 4§ NBE Qa SE L2 NI

Why moving up the value chain matters?

1 If India fails to move up the value chain, the products on the lower end of the value chain
could be taken up by other emerging economies benefiting from scale and cost.

1 Moving up in alue chain is required to stay competitive. Competition from island
economies such as Vietnam, Indonesia, Thailand, and Malaysia, leaving Indian trade
vulnerable.

The textile sector is a good example; with apE? cent share, it has the second highest
s NB Ay LYRAIFIQ& SELRNI& (G2RIFé&d . dzi GKAA 61

1 The manufacturing sector integrated into the GVC, producing specialised items of a finished
product, has potential to create more employment and contribute more to global export.

1 Integrating into GVC gains more prominence given the negotiations on trade facilitation

FANBSYSyYyd dzy RSNJ GKS 2¢h YR LYRAIQa SIF3ISNY

What needs to be done?

1 Today, complex goods such as automobiles, aeroplanec@mguters are made of inputs
that are produced in various countries, which are finally assembled in yet another country.
India in similar vein needs to get integrated in the GVC and produce specific and specialised
products.

1 Indian manufacturing requiebeing competitive and efficient, and take sustained, holistic
reforms to exploit the advantages of integrating with GVCs.

1 There is a need to attract global investors to vahakled manufacturing sectors.

Connecting the dots:
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1 A decline in Indian exportisas been witnessed in recent times. One reason is the gloabl
slowdown. But the major reason is failure of India to rise up in the global value chain.
Discuss.

TOPIC

General Studies 3:

9 Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimsupport prices

1 Inclusive growth and issues arising from it.

General Studies 2:

1 Government policies and-interventions for develepment in various sectors and issues
arising out of their design and implementation.

1 Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections ofetipopulation by the Centre and States and
the performance of these schemes; mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted
for the protection and betterment of these vulnerable sections

Operation Greens

Background:

The finance minister announced Operation Greens, on the lines of Operation Flood, with a seed
capital of Rs 500 crore in his speech on February 1.

Three days later, the Prime Minister said farmers arel@&priority T T is for tomatoes, O for
onions, awl P for potatoes.

Operation flood:

Operation Flood changed the face of milk production in India, making the country the largest

producer of milk in the world in 20162017.

Key lessons

1 Operation Flood was driven largely by smallholders.

1 The AMUL modetnsured that 7880 per cent of the price paid by milk consumers goes to
the farmers.

Operation Greens wants to replicate that success story in fruit and vegetables, starting with

tomatoes, onions and potatoes.

Objectives of Operations Greens:

1 The main objective of this project is to reduce price volatility in these commodities, thereby
helping farmers augment incomes on a sustainable basis.

1 It also aims to provide these vegetables to consumers at affordable prices.

Overall the scheme aims theck the booms and busts in prices.
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India is the second largest producer of vegetables in the world with about 180 MMT. But China
produces four times more vegetables than India.

Checking prices collapse with rise in production:

Issue:

The problem withvegetables is that their prices collapse when their production rises sharply.
Reason behind:

The country lacks modern storage facilities and the links between processing and organised
retailing are very weak. As a result, farmers often end up receiesgthan a fourth of what
consumers pay in major cities.

Way out:

Operation Greens needs to ensure that farmers receive at least 60 per cent of what consumers
pay.

In the case of milk, the producers get more than 75 per cent of what consumers pay.
The lasic principles of Operation Flood would be useful to operationalise Operation Greens as
well.

What needs to be done?

1 Linking major consumption centres to major production centres withimmal number of
intermediaries
One needs to map mega consumiegntres and link their retail networks with the
producing centres of each commodity. Farmers can be organised in farmer producer
organisations (FPOs). The Agricultural Produce Market Committee Act will have to be
changed to allowdirect buying from FPQsand giving incentives to these organisations,
private companies and NGOs to build back end infrastructure as was done in the case of
milk.

The announcement of tax concessions to FPOs for five years is a welcome step in that
direction, if it encourages bualing such critical infrastructure.

1 Investment in logistics starting with modern warehouses, that can minimise wastage
should be done. An example is of cold storage for onions, where wastage is reduced to less
than 10 per cent, compared to the 23 per cent wastage in traditional storage facilities on
TENY@eltsh Q 7T

1 Linking the processing industry with organised retailin@n an average, about offeurth
of the produce must be processed. India is way behind on this curve compared to most
Southeast Asian countries. Dehydrated onions, tomato puree and potaifws cshould

become cheap, so that an average household can use them. Processing industry adds value

FYR | 0&d2Nba &adzNlJ dzaSad Ly GKAa fAIKGZ (K
allocation for the food processing industry by 100 per cent is a wedcstap.
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Conclusion:

By developing forward and backward linkages under Operation Greens, the government can
SIaS fINHS LINKROS FtdzOldzr tA2yax NIA&S FIFNX¥SN
same time, ensure lower prices for the consumersa winwin situation for all.

Connecting the dots:
1 The government announce Operation Greens this year. Discuss its objectives. Also suggest
measures to meet desired objectives.

TOPIC

General Studies 1:

9 Salient features of Indian Society, Diversityloflia.

1 Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism.

General Studies 2:

1 Government policies ‘and-interventions for development in various sectors and issues
arising out of their design_and implementation.

Language: Much more than a means ofnemunication

Background:

Nineteen years ago, in November 1999, the General Conference of the Unesco proclaimed
February 21 as the International Mother Language Day to coincide with the Language Day
Movement in Bangladesh. The genesis of this commemoration lies in widespreadtproyes

the Bengalspeaking majority in-the region, then known as East Pakistan, against the
D2OSNYYSyd 2F trF1AadlyQa tFy3dza 3S LRtAOed

Importance of language:

A language is far more than a means of communication; it is the very condition of our

humanity.Our values, our beliefs and our identity are embedded within it.

1 Language is clearly an emotive issue because it is embedded in our social life. It enables us
to communicate our emotions and ideas. It fosters group identity and fraternity. Usually, we
express our thoughts much better in our mother language.

1 It has been found that children learn better, especially at the primary stage, if they are
taught in their mother tongue.
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However, what is most important is fromote the use of the mother tongue.

T

T

International comparison:
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Language is intertwined with identity and s, therefore, a contested issue.
Pregrvation of languages has inevitably been linked to the preservation of a culture as well
as artistic and intellectual heritage.

'da GKS !'b KlFa y23S8SRT a[ly3dz23IS Aa TFdzyRIYS$S

communication that makes change and é®pment possible in human society. Usingor

not usingt certain languages today can open a door, or close it, for large segments of
a20AS8S0Ge& Ay Ylyeée LINIGA 2F GKS 62NI Roé

Language is the lifeline of a culture and, in a way, defines the larger social milieu. It plays an
important role not only in communication but also in forging bonds among people who
speak the same tongue. It provides a collective identity to people andsfan essential
component of their cultural values.

We need to preserve the multicultural nature of our world and the best way to do that is to
preserve all its languages and also enrich thBrh. Yy RKA 2A 2y OS N&wmyNJ SR
house to be walled in on all sides and my windows to be stuffed. | want the cultures of all
lands to be blown about my house as freely as possible. But | refuse to be blown off my feet
oe | yeoe¢

India has always believed in diversity and pluralily.has respected all languages.
However, since language and culture are intertwined, there is an absolute need to
strengthen the indigenous languages, including those spoken by the many tribal groups in
our country.

A child can grasp knowledge better in his or her mother tongue compared to any other
language.

A child will also be able to communicate and articulate her thoughts effectively in her native
language.

Largescale pronotion of mother tongue is the best way to increase literacy in India beyond
the current level of 74 per cent. With strong language competency in the mother tongue, a
student will be able to learn other languages faster and can become a true polyglot in a
multicultural, globalised world.

English has become the link language in the country and is used in government offices and
elsewhere. Unfortunately, many people, especially the urbdocated Indians, feel it
infrerior to speak oread and write in their mother tongues. This undesirable trend has to
be reversed.
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1 World over, people not only take pride in speaking in their mother tongues, but also try to
propagate them. Various heads of state, for example, from Russia, Franceerwidz
China, Germany and Iran, use their national languages. This is simply because they take
pride in their languages. They use language to assert their national identity.

What needs to be done?

We need to have

1 An educational system that incorporatesther languages.

1 A publishing industry that encourages Indian language publication.

1 An internet regime that allows communication and transmission of knowledge in different
Indian languages.

Conclusion:

A multilingual and multicultural world will bgossible only by strengthening individual mother
languages. Individuality and plurality can and must go hand in hand. That has been the essential
Indian vision. It is the same vision that can enable us to be true Indians as well as global citizens
at the same time.

Connecting the dots:

1 A language is far more than a means of communication; it is the very condition of our
humanity. Our values, our beliefs and our identity is embedded within it. Discuss the need
of preserving languages. Also suggest havait be done in India.

TOPIC

General Studies 2:

1 Government..policies and interventions for.development in-various sectors and issues
arising out.of their design and-implementation.

General Studies.3:

1 Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation.environmental impact
assessment

1 Science and Technologgtevelopments and their applications and effects in everyday life

1 Achievements of Indians in science & technology; indigenization of technology and
developing new technology

Adopting Electric vehiclgEVs): Challenges & Way ahead
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Background:

Acknowledging the challenge of rising vehicular pollution in Indian cities, Piyush Goyal, then
Union Minister for Power, said that from 2030, India would completely shift to using electric
vehicles (EVSs).

The pus for electric mobility was backed by the government thiakk, NITI Aayog, which has
estimated that the nation can save up to Rs. 4 lakh crore by rapidly adopting EVs.

Benefits:

While transitioning from an internal combustion engine (H6&9ed regimed an EMbased one

is challenging, the lonterm benefits could outweigh the hardships significantly in the wake of

LYRAIFIQ& | YOoOAGAZ2dza NByYySsgloftS SySNHe LI lyao

f Jobs and the economic impadt Y RAl A& GKS 62NI RQ&a T2 dzNTK
over 25 million motor vehicles are produced. The sector is estimated to provide direct and

indirect employment to about three crore people and accounts for 7.1%Kodt y I G A 2y

GDP.
The industry is estimated to grow to $300 billion in annual revenue by 2026, creating 65
million additional jobs, and contributing over 12% to the GDP.

1 In October 2017, the Lancet Commission on Pollution and Health, attributed to aitiqoll
an estimated 6.5 million premature deaths globally, with 1.1 million being from India. The
database also placed 10 Indian cities in thengist list. EVs will help check this vehicular
pollution.

Addressing fundamental issues:

Ensuring coordinatia among stakeholderseVs, unlike ICE vehicles, involve several actors at
the national, State and city levelsespectively. In the first, it needs multiple ministries such as
Road Transport and Highways, Housing and Urban Affairs, Heavy Industries, Reweand
Renewable Energy, External Affairs as well as national institutes such as NITI Aayog.
State and citytlevel players need to be involved so as to address several technical and
infrastructural needsCoordination between all threes crucial in drivng the EV agenda.

Figuring out the best mode forward:
1 China has focussed on the use of electric buses as a catalyst for EV penetration. It is the
largest electric bus manufacturer in the world, with most in use in the country. In 2016

alone, about 80,006 f SOGNRO 06dzaSa 6SNB I RRSR (2 / KAY|

1 The Netherlands, on the other hand, has captured the EV market using a simple yet well
crafted strategy of creating charging infrastructure and encouraging investment in charging
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technology by providing incenés to EV buyers. Today, it has the densest charging
infrastructure in the world and is a major exporter of this technology.
These two case studies show that sustained growth is possible only due to positive economic
impacts of EVs.

Solving the battery ballenge:

The assumption that anyone who controls the battery will control electric mobility is true in the
current scenario. India does not produce lithidam (Ltion) batteries currently, and companies
making battery packs are dependent almost exclugiva imports from China. This is a cost
saving strategy as setting up a cell manufacturing unit in India would be expensive.
Solution:

Il OOSt SNIXdAy3d 9+ dzaS AYy LYRAI &aKz2dzZ R 0SS fAy]
production.

Investment is required foresearch and development in batterynaking and exploring
alternative technologies.

Charging infrastructure:

EV charging is more than just using electricity. It involves exchange of information requiring a
communication protocol There is no unique or singtdarging technology for EVs. The three
major EV users, China, Japan and the European Union, have their own charging technologies
which are often conflicting and not interchangeabl€he absence of a standard global
infrastrudure is a major deterrent for EV penetration in India, as creating infrastructure can be
costintensive.

Solution:

For this, the government needs to select or develop appropriate charging technology that
avoids multiplicity and reduces the cost of infragtture, while making it convenient and safe

for users.

Conclusion:

EVs have the potential to disrupt the mobility ecosystem, and, if implemented well, could have
a positive impact on the economy as well as the urban environmadta, however, needs a
road map, with timelines, processes, wadsearched impact studies, bold initiatives and robust
investments in technological research to turn its EV dream into reality.

Connecting the dots:
1 While adopting Electric Vehicle(EVs), India is surely to facgpheuthallenges. What are
these challenges and what is the way out?
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TOPIC

General Studies 1.

1 Poverty and developmental issues, urbanization, their problems and their remedies

General Studies 2:

1 Government policies and interventions for development warious sectors and issues
arising out of their design and implementation.

General Studies 3:

1 Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact
assessment

Generating energy and wealth from waste: The "GOBBRan" Initiative

Introduction:

Ly GKS fFrGSaid o0dzZRISHEZI GKS T AGOBKROWGIEY 0O & [0$ NIA:

Organic BieAgro ResourceBhan).

About the GOBAMhan initiative:

The initiative is expected to pilot similar opportunities to convert cattle dand other organic

waste to compost, biogas and even larger scale@iWG units. This programme, expected to be

launched in April, aims at the collection and aggregation of cattle dung and solid waste across
clusters of villages for sale to entrepreneurs produce organic manure, biogas/bBENG.

The initiative has two objectives: To make villages clean and generate wealth and energy from

cattle and other waste.

f Making villages clean¢ KS- mpii K [ A@Sai201 /Syadza OHAMHO
at 300 million, putting the production of dung at about 3 million tonnes per day.

1 Generating energySome European countries and China use animal dung and other organic
waste to generate energy. But India has yet to tap the full economic potential of such
waste.

With the largest cattle population in the world, rural India has the potential to leverage huge

guantities of gobar into wealth and energy.

Swachh Bharat and the GOBABRhan initiative: While the core mission of Swachh Bharat is to
make India operdefecation free (ODF), it also aims to make the country clean, both its urban
and rural areas. Good progress has been made on the ODF front through massive behaviour
change mobilisation, with rural sanitation coverage increasing from 39 per cent in OQo@bér

to over 78 per cent today, and about 3,20,000 villages becoming ODF. Usage of toilets has also
been found through third party surveys to be over 90 per cektnajor thrust is now underway

to promote general cleanliness and effective solid and diguaste management in rural India.
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The challenge is adding value to the utilisation of gobar and incentivising farmers to think of
their cattle waste as a source of income and, in the process, also keep their communities
swachh. Cattle dung, kitchen wastad agricultural waste can be tapped to create biegas
based energy.

Benefits:

1 According to a 2014 ILO study, the productive use of dung could support 1.5 million jobs
nationally.

1 For the farmer, there is a significant potential of greater income fromstile of cow dung.

1 The study also reports that the value of one kg of cow dung multiplies over 10 times,
depending on whether the end product is fresh dung (sale price of Rs 0.13) or as input for a
one megawatt biogas plant along with compost output {F5.

Challenge:

One of the challenges for operating biogas plants, and even related higher value chain

operations like bieCNG plants, is the aggregation of cattle waste and maintaining a regular

supply to plant operators.

Case Studies:

1 The Lambra KanigrMultipurpose Cooperative Service Society in Hoshiarpur, Punjab,
generates energy from waste by aggregating cattle dung and other organic waste to run the
biogas plant and providing metered cooking gas to members.

1 The Gram Vikas Trust started the GobanBinitiative in Surat, Gujarat, where members
bring fresh cow dung to the community biogas plant. The dung is weighed and accounted
for in their passbooks. In return, they get cheap cooking gas as well agubnip, the
residue from the biogas plant, wth is used for vermicomposting and organic farming.

What needs to be done?

Generating wealth from waste in rural areas will require the involvement of all actors and

sectors.

1 Investments from the private sector and local entrepreneurs will be needed.

1 Panchayats and village communities will have to play key roles to leverage the animal and
organic waste that goes into water bodies, dumping sites and landfills.

1 Informal sanitation service providers can be integrated into the system by training and
licencing them.

Conclusion:
With appropriate policies and practices, the waste to energy generation in rural areas can be
scaled up into opportunities for growth, leading to increased incomes,-terg livelihoods
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and, of course, more Swachh villages. TheB&RDhan initiative is thus a step in right
direction.

Connecting the dots:
Discuss the objectives of the GOBBRan initiative. Also suggests what needs to be done to
ensure effective implementation of the scheme.

TOPIC

General Studies 1:

1 Socialempowerment

General Studies 2:

1 Government policies,and interventions for development in various sectors and issues
arising out of their design,and implementation.

1 Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States and
the performance of these'schemes

The "Unwanted qirls" in India

Introduction:

LYRAIF KF& co YAf fThe2¢18 Hownorid Juwéa) gived YsSayponéerful new
number: India has twentg yS YAt £ A2y adzy sl yiSR 3IANI aé¢d ¢ H
are born but not treated well. Crafting a new statistic that brings a spotlight to this problem will

be an important legacy of the Economic Survey.

2 K2 FNB daAraaiy3d g2YSyeK

1 These are the girls and women who would be alive today if parents were not aborting
female foetuses.

1 Girls getting less food and healthcare add to this count by raising female mortality.

L'YFNI &l {Sy NIYFrAad8SR GKAA& LINROtSY Ay wmdbddn Al

I NB aAradaaiydaed IS O2dzy i SR { Kibes ¥ukhiaa hdiaaChiaa2awdS y

A

tF1A&ldlye alyeé LIS2LS (1ySé GKS LINRofSY SEAZI

his article, made the problem salierftoday, there ar&3 million fewer womencounted in the
Census in India than there naturadligould be.

2 K2 | NB a! y ¢ TheseSar gissAwkd a@re adive blikely disfavouredby their
parents.

They receive less healthcare and schooling, with-ldify effects on their weldbeing.
These girls are more precisely describeddas S & & ¢¢ | /KIASHR&YME® ydaughters that
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parents gave birth to when they were really hoping for a sbmere aretwenty-one million
unwanted girlsunder the age of 25 in India.

Common pattern of childbearing:

A couple wants to have two children, ideally o2y | YR 2y S Rl dzZ3K{iSNE

important to them to have at least one solif. they have two daughters in a row, they will keep

having children until they get a son. In such cases, the last child in the family is a boy.

By aggregating all farmah, it is seen that the sex ratio of the last child (SRLC) isskeled.

SRLC is thus a revealing measure of parents wanting sons.

1 The fervent desire for sons in India is not a feature of all less economically developed
societies. For example, inthdha G 2 NXA O £ | { = -skeweSRBC.g | ay Qi |

1 The Economic Survey's analysis revealed that even Kerala and Assam haveskemeate
SRLC,; if we only tracked missing women, these states would look prifglem

Fig: 8a.Sex Ratio by birth when Fig: 8b. Sex Ratio by birthwhen
childis notthe last child is the last |
180 { L 180
India 182 India |
155 | 165 b 155
1.55 |
151
130 4 1451 130
1.07 Keal SRB=1.05
105 4 i 105
086 g5 0sq 088
080+ : ' - ' — - r——— ' + 0.80
T I ¥ 21
§ 5 8% 5 F 85 5%
2 2 R § = 2 B R § @

Pic credithttp://images.indianexpress.com/2018/02/epaper.jpg?w=450

In the figure above (from Economic Survey 2018), the right panel shows that last children are
disproportionately male. The left panel shows that ot 8 &% OKAf RNBSY | N5 Y
because the child being female led the parents to keep having childrtheir quest for a son.

Issue:

Many couples have a girl when they were hoping for a boy. If the girls are nonetheless treated

equally, this would not be much of a problem. UnfortunatedyrJs get fewer resources than

boys

Even if parents treat the children equally, girls are disadvantaged by being in families with

fewer resources to spend per child. Moreover, parents who passionately want sons,

unsurprisingly, favour them once born. Boys are more likely to get immunisations.

1 India shows a gendagap in stunting compared to other parts of the world, consistent with
girls consuming less nutritious food.
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1 One study found that one year after parents were advised that their child needed surgery to
correct a heart defect, 70 per cent of the boys butlyod4 percent of the girls had
undergone the surgery.

This is why having 21 million unwanted girls is unacceptable.

Way forward:

T LYLNRODS 62YSyQa SIFENYyAy3aa 2LILIRNIdzyAiGASa &2
say in family decisiemaking.

1 Better options for people to support themselves in old age, such as a good pension system,
would make having a son less paramount to couples.

T 2S Ftfaz2 YySSR Y2NB STFF2NIa GKFG GFr1S 2y az
people start valuing daughters asugh as sons.

Conclusion:

I RSOfAYS Ay GKS ydzYoSNJ 2F dzy gl yiSR IFANI & A
parents keep having more children to obtain a son. Couples are becoming more reluctant to
have large families and are gaining bett€d @S a & G2 dzf G NI a2dzyR® & ¢ NB
to more sexselection.

It will not be progress if we achieve fewer unwanted girls at the cost of more missing women.
The goal should be for both numbers to come down.

Connecting the dots:

1 While 'missinggirls’ is an issue well know, the latest economic survey raised the issue of
"unwanted girls". Who constitutes unwanted girls? Discuss the reasons behind ans ways to
solve the issue.

TOPIC

General Studies.2:

1 Parliament and State Legislaturesstructure, functioning, conduct of business, powers &
privileges and issues arising out of these.

The tussle between political executive and the bureaucracy in Delhi

Why in news?

The chief secretary (CS) of Delhi was reportedly roughed up by two MLAs in the Chief Minister's
0/ aQav LINBaSyOS® hyS KFra KSIENR 2F KdzYAt Al (A
secretary.
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The CS is not an ordinary bureaucrat. He is thedhef the civil administration in the state or
union territory, an officer who represents not just his own service but all services within the
civil administration. His word in sorting out contending arguments and dissension among
officers is final. It ikis duty to run an efficient administration and give the CM fair and impartial
advice.

In Delhi, the CS has an even more challengingtrahe has to report simultaneously to the CM
and the lieutenant governor (LG) and walk a tightrope between the visidrcancerns of both,
even when they are not always on the same page.

Background:

¢CKS OFLAGIFEQa Fa@8YYSUNRO RAQGAAAZY 2F LI gSNE
issue in recent times. It vests the LG with absolute powers without corresponding
accountability and leaves the elected chief minister faced with complete responsibility but
without requisite powers.

The basic principle of parliamentary democracy is that the elected executive decides policies
and programmes while the bureaucracy exesuthem. There can be occasional friction. But
overall, the two arms of the executive work in tandem, as a single, cohesive branch. In the eyes
of the law, the actions of secretaries are actions of ministers. On occasions when secretaries
disagree with tleir ministers, the latter either agree with or overrule the babus. Itis upon a CS
that a CM is dependent for governance and delivery.

The Conflict:

¢tKS al!>s @ARS I+ y20AFAOIGA2Y RFEGSR alé& HwmZX

existing lis of three subjects of Public Order, Police and Land which were already reserved with

the Centre. Through a judgment on August 4, 2016, the Delhi High Court upheld the

Y2U0AFAOLFGA2Y S NHzZE Ay3a GKIG a{ SNIBAOSAa¢ hdlrtah 2 dz

Ff&a2 NHz SR GKIFdG (0KS aFrAR YR FTROAOSE 2F GKS

GKS St SOGSR SESQOdziA@dS Ay 5SSt KA R2SayQi KI ¢

government employeedrom a peon to the chief secretary, thiensfer, posting, appointment,

creation of posts, service conditions, vigilance matters, leave sanction.

1 Many appointments and transfers in the bureaucracy are made by the GOI without taking
CM into confidence.

1 The Delhi CS also coordinates with multiplgthorities and agencies outside the Delhi
Government. The performance of a CM is thus incumbent upon the performance of his CS
FYR GKS aSONBGIFINARSAE 2F 2G0KSNJ RSLI NIGYSyla
even pick a deputy secretary, leave a&shils CS and secretaries. They are appointed by the
LG without consulting either the chief minister or minister concerned.
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f .8 @SaiAyda GKS [ D gA0GK a{SNBAOS&a¢ FyR (KS| 0o
Centre has made him the primary decisimakng authority even with respect to
transferred subjects. He convenes and chairs meetings on these subjects, where the chief
minister and other ministers may or may not be invited.

T /FoAYySG RSOA&aAz2ya NBYFAY LISYRAY mpleftReNbliey2 y 3 | LIS
decision to establish 1,000 Mohalla Clinics was approved by the cabinet in November 2015
but the LG raised queries on multiple occasions and the project remained stalled for two
years.

¢tKS 5StKA 3T2PSNYYSyiaQa KREA GyAZWA FTAOI GASYAA VA

Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court in December 2017. The order is since reserved.

Way ahead:

The AAP has for long complained that the Centre is paralysing its executive functions through
the Lt. Governor and that thebureaucracy is refusing to obey government orders.
But the proper response to this is to keep pushing for the constitutional changes that will give
Delhi full statehood rather than targeting police officers and civil servants.
Both the Centre and the Dalgovernment must work together to see that the administration is
not brought to a halt in the Union Territory.

Conclusion:

The very concept of parliamentary democracy is at stake. The current imbroglio is only a
manifestation of a deepooted malaiselt is time to address the structural malaise afflicting
58St KAQa o02Ré LRf{AIAOO®

The two pillarsthe political executive and bureaucraayeed to hold the structure together, or

else one would develop cracks and bring the other down with it or lead to-gdogowhich
would prevent doing things that matter the most.

Connecting the dots:
T ¢KS OFLAGEFEEQa Fa@8YYSUNRO RAGAAAZY 27F LR2oSNA
an issue in recent times. Analyze.
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INTERNATIONAL

TOPIC

General Studies 2:

1 India and its neighbourhoodrelations.

1 Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting
LYRAIFIQa Ay(dSNBada

T 9FFSOG 2F LRtAOASE LyR LRftAGAOA 2F RSOSt 21

India-ASEAN Ecomoic Partnership

Background:

LYRAIFQ& RALI 2YFGAO 3ISaiddzNB 2F AYyGAGAy3I | ff
Republic Day festivities on January 26 and their participation in the Commemorative Summit
that celebrated 25 years of partnenghbetween India and ASEAN on January 25, was precisely
a step in that direction.

Evolving relationship:

1 The journey of India as a dialogue partner of ASEAN started in early 1990s with the initiation
of Look East Policy (LEP).

1 In the following years, theyeographic ambit of LEP expanded from Southeast Asia to
include the Oceania as well as East Asia, encompassing a significant part of tRadifan
The renaming of LEP as Act East Policy (AEP) in 2014 reflected this reality. The new coinag
signaled IRA I Qa AYGSNBal Ay LI | ®acifickegion. AA Iy A TFAOL

Economic partnerships play a significant role in Iadig 91 b NBf I G A2y a | yR A

reach out to the IndePacific region. The region has witnessed the formation of ntesgte

blocs like the Regional Comprehensive Economic Cooperation (RCEP).

The ASEAN Economy

ASEAN is a recognised production base, with most of its members witnessing upward growth
for the last couple of years. Domestic consumption and private investnfente become the
LINAYOALIE FIFOG2NER Ay | J Asiarb Dediclopfheéng Ba2ky(ADB) &6 O S
estimates that ASEAN Five (Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, Philippines and Vietnam) will witness
remarkable growth in their export trade.

T LYRAIFIQ& LRAAGAZ2Y AYy {91! bQa SEGSNYIf GN}RS

special momentum.

www.lASbaba.com

D

YA

A4



https://idsa.in/idsacomments/asean-india-challenges-in-economic-partnership-skundu-010218#footnote3_tuxe36d

Page]| 39

T LY AG& SEGSNYyLtf GNIRSZT !'{9!bQ& YI22NJ LJ NILyS!
other hand, in Foreign Direct Investments (FDI), Elpgand, the US and China are the
principal sources of investment inflows.

ASEANNdia Economic Partnership:

T 1{9!'bQa &aKIFINB AY LYRAIFIQ&a F2NBA3IAY GNIRS Iy
1 {9!bQa G2ddFt SEGSNYyIFf GNIRS IFyR C5L AyTf 2

1 The twowaytrade between ASEAN and India is increasing steadily; however, it is in favor of
ASEAN and the trade gap is broadening regularly.

T LYRAIQa o0SYSTAGA FNRY GKS C¢! gAGK !'{9!b NBY

(SN
Q)¢

Issues:

1 Despite having a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) in goodg(imemlemented since 2010) and
trade in services and investment agreement (signed in 2015), India is not benefitting much
from its economic cooperation with- ASEAN.

1 Though there has been a steady growth in the total trade between India and ASEAN in the
lastfew decades, India suffers from tariff reductions in imports from ASEAN.

1 In valueadded sectors including chemicals and applied products, plastics and rubber,
minerals, leather, textiles, gems and jewellery, metals, vehicles, and medical instruments,
IndA  Qa yS3AFGABS GNFrRS o6lflyOS KIFa 6SSy AyONBI

Economic Integration: Problems in RCEP

ASEAN views the RCEP as a next step towards larger integration with six of its FTA partners.

India's worries:

1 India is worried that RCEP will increase its already magative trade balance with China
(which stands at $50 billion at present) as cheap Chinese products will flood the Indian
market.

T ¢KA& YIe g2NBASY LYRAIFIQ&a yS3lFragadS GNI RS ol f|ly

T LYRAIFQa R2YS&AGAO Sy i NBLINBagehtialkh ExtileS,adaly @idl- £ f|&
wheat products etc., will suffer, as they may not be able to face the competition from other
member countries like Japan, Australia and New Zealand.

1 India is unhappy with the restrictions RCEP member countries are purttiptace in all
modes of services, which include movement of professionkidia wants to ensure
liberalisation in services in the RCEP mtgde bloc; however, RCEP members are not
keen on it.

T LYRALI Q& LINtBrfafphahcB Bs regatas® Sarifeductions on imports, has been
rejected by ASEAN and other RCEP members.
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About RCEP:

Regional Comprehensive Economic PartnersfifCEPis a proposed free trade agreement
(FTA) between the temember states of the Association of Southeast Asian NatidS&EAN)
(Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand,
Vietnam) and the six states with which ASEAN has existing free trade agreements (Australia,
China, India, Japan, South Korea and New Zealand).

AUSTRALIA
BRUNEI
CAMBODIA
CHINA
INDIA

INDONESIA
JAPAN
KOREA

LAOS REGIONAL
MALAYSIA' COMPREHENSIVE
MYANMAR ECONOMIC

NEWZEALAND pARTNERSHIP
PHILIPPINES
SINGAPORE
THAILAND

VIETNAM

Pic credis: http://www.businesskorea.co.kr/english/news/industry/1874&qgiona}
comprehensiveeconomiepartnershipl9th-round-rcep-negotiationstake

Significance of partnership:

1 Connectivity has become the key word in ASHAdNG cooperation. ASEAN and India have
expressed - their willingness to enhance inregional tourism and peopl®-people
connectivity and civilisational and cultural influences have been reiterated by both sides.

1 The ASEAN region wants a strong Indian presence as a cduatéeice to the growing
| KAySaS AyFtdsSyOSe® ¢KAa KFa 0S02YS SOARSY(
countries like Vietham has experienced several positive developments in the recent years.

Conclusion:

58SaLIAGS GKS OKIFffSy3aSa Ay cimnmensQe@vdrdsYASEAN LI N
continues. India has also recently committed to assist the CLMV countries (Cambodia, Laos PDR
Myanmar and Vietnam) in their economic development.

ASEAN is an inevitable partner for India if it has to become a majoPadificoower.
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Reciprocity and mutual understanding on common concerns will help both ASEAN and India to
overcome some of the challenges facing their relationship.

Connecting the dots:

1 The IndisASEAN economic partnership is yet to reach its potential. Cytaadlyze.

1 Discuss the apprehensions India have regarding RCEP. Reciprocity and mutual
understanding on common concerns will help both ASEAN and India to overcome the
challenges. Discuss.

TOPIC
General Studies 2:
1 India and its neighborhood anthternational ¢ relations.
1 Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or
I FFSOGAY I "LYRAL QA -AY(ISNBala
f 9FFSOG 2F " LRftAOASA YR, LRtAGAOAa 2F RSO
interests, Indian diaspora.

Maldives inthe midst of a deep palitical crisis

Issue:

Maldives Supreme Court had ordered the release of political prisoners. Howerasident
Abdulla Yameerdefied the Supreme Court order and the international community by refusing
to release jailed members of Parliament and restore their rights.

Yameen led government had expressed "concerns" over the judicial order and resisted
complying with it, but the cort said there can be no excuses.

Maldives Supreme Court said in a statemerit 5 A & 48 A RSy & Ydzad otBalsNBf S|

were politically motivated and flawed @

Former president and current opposition leadéviohamed Nasheed (Maldives's first
democuatically elected leader) described the government's refusal to obey the Supreme Court
as a'coup”. Nasheed, who was controversially convicted of a terrorism charge and jailed for 13
years in 2015, urged police and troops to uphold the constitution.

Constiutional crisis deepened further in Maldives when President Yameen declared Emergency
after a showdown with Supreme Court; security forces arresting former PresidenGilydom

and Chief Justice Abdullah Saeed.

Nasheed sought India's military interventiemresolve the ongoing political crisis in his country
and rescue democracy.

The Maldivian people fought long and hard for the right to hold free and fair elections, and won
it only as recently as 2008.
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The release of prisoners could have been a great siejrds ensuring a free and fair election

in the country to be help later this year. But Yameen has not only refused to abide by the
orders of the judiciary but has gone ahead and arrested Supreme Court judges and members of
the opposition.

Big Questions

The big questions before India are:
1 Should India intervene to repair the situation in Maldives?
1 And should India be ready to use military force?
Should India intervene?
One popular political myth about Indian foreign policy is that New Delhi has cimfiig
commitment to theLINRA Y OA LIA Y G BSINIIEW AW 2 v £
1 India certainly is opposed to other powers interfering in its domestic politics. It used to
criticise Western powers for their frequent interventions in the developing world. But

that general prindiJf S KIFR |- 0A3 SEOSLIiA2Yy Ay LYRAI Q&

M India has often intervened inthe internal affairs of other countrniesecall its liberation
of Bangladesh from Pakistan in 1971, the intervention in the Sri Lankan civil war in the

late 1980sord Y2 NBE NBOSy il Ay@2t @dSYSyd Ay GKS Y|

Therefore, India certainly intervenes, but not always.

Li Ad GNHZS GKIG LYRAFQa AYyGSNBSyidrAzya Ay Vy|SA

some, but that should be an acceptaldest for furthering Indian interests in the region. The
plethora of interventions in other countries has earned the US a whole host of enemies but one
cannot credibly think of a global superpower staying out of major crises just to earn some
goodwill.
India has indeed intervened militarily in Maldives once eanl@peration Cactus in 1988But
the circumstances of Operation Cactus were very different.
The intervention by Indian paratroopers was at the invitation of the then dictptesident,
Maumoon Abdiul Gayoont now a part of the democratic opposition.
In the current situation, the demand for Indian intervention is by the opposition forces in
Maldives.
wStaz2zya FT2NJ LYRAIFQa Ay dSNDSwbefergl (2RI& | NB
1. Ever since Yameen took pemnin 2013, IndiéMaldives relations have deteriorated.
2. Apart from unabashedly crushing democratic forces, Yameen has courted Beijing and
handed out big infrastructure projects to Chinese companies.
3. Yameen has openly challenged New Delhi by allowing Ghinagal ships to dock in
Malé.
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4. ' YSSyQa NBflFGA2ya 6AGK {ldzZRA ! N} oAl |YyR
have also been areas of concern in New Delhi.

5. China is now mastering the arts of intervention that were once the monopoly of the
Europea great powers. As South Asia becomes ever more important for China, its
AYOUOSNIBSY(GA2yAaY A& 0S0O02YAy3d 1 NBrzildpgl So Ay
Maldives and from Pakistan to Sri Lanka.

LYRAIFIQ&a NBfFGA2Y 6A0GK I YSSy SR alf RADSAY
India has tiedto may G F Ay Y2NB GKIFIYy I g2N]JAy3 NBfl GA2
largest democracy in the world and the leading player in the region, India kept a watchful eye
on goingson in the Maldives and been in touch with all sides.

1. New Delhi helped Maldivesvercome a water crisis in 2014 and received the Maldivian
foreign minister (also a special envoy of President Yameen) last month, who reiterated
0KS I2BSNYYSYyiQa aGLYRAF CANRBRGE LRfAOEO®

2. But after the 1st February order of the Maldivian Supreme Court, Iciéarly chose to
support democratic forces in the Indian Ocean country.

Yameen has not only shown, through his actions a total disregard for the democratic code India
swears by, he has also imperilled the Maldivian Constitution itself.

Should India be redy to use military foree?
There are genuine constraints as far as Indian intervention is concerned.
LYRAFQ&a TFANRG LINA2NARGEe Aa (2 SyadzNB GKS al ¥
intervention should not complicate the situation fardian nationals.
India should also think deeply about the instruments it can use to ensure a favourable outcome
in Maldives.
T bSgs 5SEtKAQa AYyISNUSyldGA2y &akKz2dzZ R 06S adzNH
government capitulate without harming the peoplé aldives.
1 The use of a blunt instrument like the economic blockade in Nepal in-201ight
have temporarily brought the then K.P. Oli government to its knees but it also generated
o O1lflraK I3FAyad LYRAF Ay bSLIfQa KA
f The choice of instru®y i &aK2dzZ R Ffa2 o6S &adzOK -efl 0 A
participant in the partisan domestic affairs of Maldives. The lessons of the disastrous
intervention in Sri Lanka (1980) should not be forgotten the Indian Peace Keeping
Force (IPKF) had tapart from fighting a war, run the civilian administration in Jaffna
and compete in winning the hearts and minds of the Tamil population.
Conclusion:
G52Ay3a y2iKAYy3Ié Ad adaNBfte |y 2LIA2y FT2NJ 5Sf
G52 RWHBUKAYTE g2dad R Aygd2ft 0SS LRTAGAOIT YSRALI{
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the use of coercive diplomacy, and ultimately force, to restore order in Maldives. Such an
intervention is likely to get considerable international support and some Chicrgggsm.

¢KS GF&al 2F TFAEAY3I 20KSN) LS2LX SQ& LINRot SY

intervention can really be predicted or managed.

Maldives might be tiny state with less than half a million people. With a deeply fractured
political elitethat has become acutely conscious of its strategic location, it will take a lot of
Indian energy to repair the state of affairs in Maldives. But then that is the burden of all major
powers, especially in their own regions.

Connecting the dots:
1 Discuss theprevailing political crisis in Maldives. Also examine its consequences for
India.
1 What significance Maldives hold for India? Discuss. Also enumerate the irritants in Indo
Maldives relations. How do you assess the present status of relationship?

TOPIC

Gereral Studies 2:

1 India and its neighbeurhoosrelations.

1 Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements_ involving India and/or affecting
LYRAIFQa&a Ay dSNBaida

f 9FFSOG 2F “"LREAOASE YR LRtAGAOA 2F RS@St 21U

India's policy towards Middle Eastregion: Making.it more practical

In news: External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj visited Saudi Arabia recently and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is traveling to Palestine, Oman and the United Arab Emirates.
India is expcted to host President Hassan Rouhani of Iran next month.

Turns in the Middle East:

1 Liberation from social controls imposed in the name of religidomen in Iran are taking
2FF GKSANI KSIR aoOF NBSa Ay | 062f RngoNReives &
in public. It was among the first prohibitions imposed by the Islamic Republic after the 1979
revolution.
Women in Saudi Arabia are learning how to drive as they await legal sanction this summer.
Riyadh has also lifted a four decadiel ban on movie theatres.

T ¢KS 1jdzSad ¥ 2 N KeyleaResshd the SegidnAPrebidéit Xbdel FattaBisi of
Egypt, Mohammed bin Zayed, the crown prince of the United Arab Emirates, and
Mohammed bin Salman, crown prince of Saudi Arabia, have all neatlEeming Islam from
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the extremist groups an important political prioritfC 2 NJ RSOl RSa y2¢3> GKS
leadership has been under pressure to yield to the conservative religious flank. Any reversal,
of course, would be hugely consequential findia and the world.

1 Meanwhile, the Sunni monarchies that traditionally looked to the United States to ensure
their security, are taking matters into their own hands to shape the regional security
architecture. Troops backed by Saudi Arabia and the WABaitling groups backed by Iran
across the region.

Indian context: The Indian government must come to terms with a changing region and the

opportunities it presents.

T 1f0K2dzAAK 5SSt KAQa NBflFdGA2ya ¢gA0GK GKS aARRTE
there isneed for the articulation of objectives and a strategy to achieve them

T ¢KSNE A& YySSR (2 F2NNdzZ I GS a[ 221 2 Séanont 2f ]
a sound basis. ¢ KS &4dz00Saa 2F LYRAIFQa a[221 9l ai
OGN YyAT2NXYIFGA2Y 2F LYRAFQa Sy3alF3asSySyid sAGK
the presence of the 10 ASEAN leaders at the annual Republic Day celebrations.

Challenge Lack of forum:
One big difference between the Middle East an Southeast Asian regions is an institutional
FNI YSG2N] GKFEG FFOALAGLIhtBaiAssogaioh bf Sauth IRESEAsiany |-
bldAz2ya KIa 0SSy i kdnggaBriernshiptwih SouthMERSLASIR theradss S E
similar forum in the Middle East
1 Groupings such as the Arab League, or the Organisation of Islamic Conference, were never
really effective.
1 Organisations like the Gulf Cooperation Council (though Ifilused) are beginning to
ON} O1 IYAR GKS NBIA2YyQE (dzNDBdzZ SyOSed hyoS
badly divided today.

Way ahead:

1 India needs to adopt a processiven diplomacy, with multiple lines of continuous
engagement. In the Midf S 91 adx GKS LINAYOALN AYLIzZ a
appreciation of the region matched by a vigorous bilateralism.

1 Rapport at the leadership level is critical for success in a region ruled mostly by monarchs
and strong rulers.

5SSt KA Q &acyonmimtBelatizQo follow through on declarations and joint statements.

India needs to change its perceptions:
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1 In the first decades after Independence, India had bet that its commitment teAyahism
andantiA YLISNRA I £ AaY ¢2dz R Qo2 spstial &fiedtionlofithe fegnlayaQ a O
state founded on IslamWhile religion remains important, paislamism is no longer a
dominant force in shaping the politics of the region. The rise of sectarianism has undercut
partislamism.

1 Afterthe ColdWar, RA | LJzZNEdzSR | Y2NB LINI OGAOIf L2t A
economic ties deepened after the economic reforms launched in 1991, Delhi appeared
defensive in the region. For example Sf KA Qa LISNBAaAGSYyd GSYyRSY,
terms of the conflict between Israel and Arab states. This seems at odds with what is
happening in the regionlsrael which with Iran tried to balance the Arabs, is now partnering
the Sunni Arabs to defeat the growing influence of Shia Iran.

Conclusion:
India needgo view the Middle East on its own merits, pays sustained political attention, and
deliver on the Indian economic and security commitments made at the highest levels.

Connecting the dots:

1 India needs to view the Middle East on its own merits, paystained political attention,
and deliver on the Indian economic and security commitments made at the highest levels.
Discuss.

TOPIC
General Studies 2:

1 Bilateral, regional and global greupings and ‘agreements involving India and/or
I FFSO0AYIestsy RA Q& Ay .S NJ

T 9FFSOG . 2F LRITAOASE YR LRGAUAOE 2F RSO
interests.

1 India and West Asia Relations.

Growing importance of West Asia

Introduction:
India seeks to pursue a muttimensional engagement with West Asia.
C20dza 2y LYRAIQa WwW[22]1 2S5aiQ LRtAOe Aa Sg2f
India and Palestine relations:
1 PM Modi became the first Indian prime minister to visit Palestine.
1 India signed six agreementgworth around $50 million)
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PM Modi was conferred th&! DNJ YR / 2f f I NJ 2 F by RsidéniiMabin®ud2 T
Abbas, recognising his key contribution to promote relations between India and Palestine.

The Grand Collar is Highest order given to foreign dignitatiesKings, Heads of
State/Government and persons of similar rank.

India hopes for Palestine to soon emergsavereign and independent country in a peaceful
atmosphere.

India and UAE relations:

PM Modi reconnected with the UAE leadership for the second time in three years. Trade and
economic ties are becoming central to the InRIAE relationship.

T

Significance of Oman for India
Oman has been a lomganding partne of India in. West Asia, where Indians constitute the
largest expatriate community.

T 2A0K GKS LYRALFY hOSIYy 06SO2YAYy3 | LINA2NR{
likely to grow.

9/ KAYlFI Q&8 SELIYRAY3I F220LINAY (G Ay didwShelL y R
possibility of strengthening security ties with littoral states.

1 India is likely to step up its military presence in Oman. Naval cooperation has already
been gaining momentum with Muscat giving berthing rights to Indian naval vessels to
fight piracy in the Gulf of Aden. Regular naval exercises have now become the norm.

1 India and Oman have made military cooperation more expansive.

1 Other areas of cooperationhealth, tourism and peaceful uses of outer space.

Conclusion:
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1. setting up of a super speciality hospitalBeit Sahur

2. setting up of a centre for empowering women

3. procurement of equipment and machinery for the National Printing Press
4. investment in the education section

A landmarkpact awarding a consortium of Indian oil companies a 10% stake in offshore
2Af O2yO0Saairzy ¢gAtf 0S GKS FANBRIGI LYRALY
The above move transforms a traditional buwgsller relationship into a lonterm
investorreldi A 2 Y AKA LI gAGK adlr]1Sa Ay SIFOK 23KSND
There was also an MoU aimed at institutionalising the collaborative administration of
contractual employment of Indian workers.

Growing convergence on tackling terrorismThe two countries reiteratedtheir
condemnation for efforts, including by states, to use religion to justify, support and
sponsor terrorism against other countries, or to use terrorism as instrument of state

policy.
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All these showsthedepB ¥ LY RALF Qa FT2NBAIYy LRt AOCE 2dziNBIF OK

LYRAIFIQ&a Sy3F3aSYSyd gAGK 2SadG !'aAiAl akKz2dz R Yy
strengthening its presence as an economic and security partner.

This will be crucial as traditional powers such asthS. and Russia are jostling militarily, even
Fa ! YSNAOIFQa adl1Sa Ay GKS NB3IA2Yy RSOftAYyS o
are yet to articulate a clear road map for the region.

While India is still stuck in the agdéd debates of Isma-Arab rivalry, West Asia has moved on.
Growing rivalry between the Sunni Arabs and Shia Iran is reshaping old relationships and India
will have to be more pragmatic in its approach towards the region.

Connecting the dots:

f What importance does the Westa Ay NBEIA2Yy K2t R F2NJ LYRALI

interests? Discuss. Also elaborate upon the role of past economic and cultural ties in
AKFLIAY3 LYRAFQA NBflFidA2ya 6A0GK 2SadG ! aal

TOPIC

General Studies 2:

1 India and its neighbeurhoodrelations.

1 Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting
LYRAIFIQ&a Ay dSNBaida

f 9FFSOG 2F “"LREAOASE YR LRtTAGAOA 2F RS@OSt 21

India-Canada relationship: Issues & Potential

Introduction:
Wdza G A Y ¢ NHzR S| dzz /I Iyl RIQa t NAYS aAyAadsl
This would be his first trip to India after he became Prime Minister in 2015.

S5dzZNAY 3 t NAYS aAyAadSNI bFrNBYRNI az2RAQa OAaAa
elevate their bilateral relations to a strategic partnership. The strategic cooperation is yet to be
strengthened.

The ties essentially rest on 3Eseconomy, energy and education.

Indian diaspora in Canada:

1 Indian diaspora comprising 6% of the Canadrapopulationis wellteducated, affluent and
politically suave.

1 19 persons of Indian origin have been elected to the House of Commons, of which 17 (15
{A1KA0 NBLINBASY(G aNX» ¢NHzZRSF dzQa [AOSNIf t |
berths.
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The Kfalistan issue:

In recent times there has been resurgence in dndia activities by emboldened Khalistani

elements in Canada.

Recent instances

1 The Ontario Provincial Parliament adopted a resolution terming the 1984Sakdtiriots as
WISYy20ARSQ®
Inda SAaONAOGSR AdG a F aYA&a3adzAiRSR Y20A2y ol a
/| 2yaidAddziAz2zys a20AStes SGK2aX NHzZ S 2F (1 4

1 Mr. Trudeau once showed up at the Toronto nagar kirtan where Khalistani flags and
pictures of slain terrasts like Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale were displayed.Former Prime
Minister Stephen Harper had avoided such platforms during his years in office.

¢CKS WYKFftAAOFYAQ AadaadzsS KFra FAIdzZNER LINRYAYS

However, Canadian pdlitl leaders and parties continue to protect the Khalisanti elements in
the quest for electoral gains. The issue is that the current Liberal government seems to be going
beyond the needs of political and electoral arithmetic in courting the radicals.
Thishas naturally impacted bilateral relations.

India-Canada cooperation: Potential

Canada has truly been aland of opportunity for the Indian diaspora:

1 They have earned the affection and respect of Canadians, who are very inclusive.

1 There many iconigcagsto-riches stories, like that of Prem Watsa, Chairman of Fairfax
Financial Holding, who migrated from Hyderabad in the 1970s with a few dollars and is now
known as the Warren Buffett of Canada.

Economic relations:

1 There has been a spike in investmebis the wellendowed Canadian Pension Funds like
CPPIB and CDPQ into India.

1 Together, Canadian companies have have pumped in somd%bilion Canadian in India
in sectors including real estate, financial services, distressed assets, modern logistics
facilities and ecommerce.

Way ahead:

Early conclusion of the bilateral Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) and
Investment Promotion and Protection Agreements (BIPPA), which have been under negotiation
for several years, would boost our eanic partnership. It would particularly open up the
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services sector allowing highly skilled Indian professionals, for whom there is a ready demand,
to work in Canada.

Energy security for India:

1 India has started importing uranium from Canada, beginni®tp2

1 Canada also has sizeable reserves of oil and gas.

h@dSNJ GAYS /FYylFIRI O2dzZ R 6S02YS I {1S@& LJ NIySN]

Attractive for Indian students:

T 2A0K RSOfAYyAy3a AYyiGSNBaid Ay . NARGIAY YR &
students have begun heading for vocational and higher education to Canada in larger
numbers.

1 An added attraction for them is that Canada routinely provides a tyese work visa upon
completion of studies, which opens up avenues of gainful employment and citizenship.

I Canada also continues with a liberal immigration policy. In 2016, some 40,000 Indian
immigrants were admitted into the country.

In agricutural sector:

1 Till recently, significant quantities of Canadian pulses were being imported by India.

1 Both nations also have some collaboration in &gch.

Much more can be done. There exists complementary economies and capable human
resources.

Conclusion:

There exsts enough potential for stepping up cooperation in areas like information technology,
science and technology, clean and green tech, aviation and outer spaceliovdde warfare,
cybersecurity, counterterrorism and tourism. The need of the hour is tengthen mutual
trust and confidence, by taking a lotgrm view of the relationship.

Connecting the dots:
1 Discuss the potential of Indi@anada relationship. Also analyze how Khalistan issue in
recent times has impacted our bilateral ties.

TOPIC
GeneralStudies 2:
9 India and its neighbourhoodrelations.
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9 Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting
LYRAIFIQa&a AYyGSNBaida
T 9FFSOG 2F LREAOASAE YR LREfAGAOA 2F RSOSt 21

India joins Ashgabat agreement: Significance

Introduction:

India recently joined the Ashgabat Agreement, which was instituted in 2011 to establish an
international multimodal transport and transit corridor between Central Asia and the Persian
Gulf.

The Ashgabat agreementThe Agreement was first signed by Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Iran,
Oman and Qatar in 2011. While Qatar subsequently withdrew from the agreement in 2013,
Kazakhstan and Pakistan joined the grouping in 2016. The Ashgabat Agreement caforc@t

in April 2016. Its objective is tenhance connectivity within the Eurasian regioand
synchronize it with other regional transport corridors, including the International N&tith
Transport Corridor (INSTC).

Benefits of joining the Ashgabat agement:

1 Facilitating trade with Eurasian regiorAccession to the Ashgabat Agreement will enable
India to utilise the existing transport and transit corridor to facilitate trade and commercial
interactions with the Eurasian region. It will synchronise Vit RA I Q&4 ST ¥2 NI a
the INSTC for enhanced connectivity.

1 Operationalisation of INSTCFhe IrarTurkmenistarKazakhstan (ITK) railway line will be
the major route under the Ashgabat Agreement. It has also been included as part of the
INSTC. Therefe, the Ashgabat Agreement and INSTC will be easily synchronized.
Thus, with Ashgabat agreement the operationalisation of the INSTC is inching closer to
becoming a reality.

INSTC:

A 7200 km long mukinode network encompassing ship, rail and road routesnecting
India with Russia, Central Asia and Europe via [Fae. route primarily involves moving
freight from India, Iran, Azerbaijan and Russia via ship, rail and Toéedobjective of the
corridor is to increase trade connectivity between majorestsuch as Mumbai, Moscow,
Tehran etc.

1 Improved scope of Chabahar portVith the recent commissioning of the Shahid Beheshti
GSNXYAYLFE G /KFOoFKFNI L2NI YR LYRAIFIQ&a 22
prospect now opens up for enlarging both the ogional and practical scope of Chabahar
to become a vital gateway and the shortest land route to Central A$ia.operation of a
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multi-LJdzN1J2 &S GSNXAYLFE 0 / KFol KFNI Ay OfsalnR A y 3
railway from Chabahar to Zahedan d@y Qi KI @S 06SSy NBIf AaSR dz
Asianled transport mechanism.

Procuring resources from Central Asidoining the Ashgabat Agreement would make it
easier for India to reach out to Central Asia which houses strategic and/iigé minerals
including uranium, copper, titanium, ferroalloys, yellow phosphorus, iron ore, rolled metal,
propane, butane, zinc, &g coal, etc. Kazakhstan alone wants to increase itsailon
exports by 50 per cent by 2025. And, without direct transport access, India cannot procure
the Central Asian riches needed for its manufacturing economy.

Enhancing commercial tieg: Y R A | eftdrad©wlizNBiEntral Asia is minimal at a little over
Pm O0AffA2Y YR A& y2G4 3INRBgAYI YdzOKd LYRALI
one per cent. Only by improving transport connectivity can the prospect of commercial ties
with the regionbe enhanced.

What more needs to be done?

l

India must enlarge the strategic role of Chabahar port for evolving an integrated
transportation network involving both the INSTC and the proposed transit corridor to
Central Asia.

LYRAIF Q& O2yySérd hopbelinited td jhdMeBsingtkade yand commerce but
should aim to enhance investment and services, interlinking sources of raw material,
centres of productions and markets between India and Eurasia. For example, a Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) between liad and Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) could spur the
unhindered flow of raw materials as well as inflow of capital and technology through new
industrial infrastructure along Chabahar and INSTC routes.

Conclusion:
h@dSNI ff3 LYRAI Q& codhastivity préjdcis thraughythe Ashgabati Agieemerit v
will serve to address the integration process in more viable ways.

Connecting the dots:

T

India recently joined the Ashgabat Agreement. Discuss its significance for India.

TOPIC
General Studies 2:

l

India and its neighborhood and Internationa] relations.

1 Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting

LYRAFIQa AyGSNBada
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f 9FFSOU 2F LREAOASEA YR LRtAGAOA 27
Indian diaspora.

India and It's Neighbors

Introduction:

LYRAIFIQ&a alttASyOS Ay 3Jft26Ff YFGOGSNBR KIFa 3INBgY

1 The presence of 10 leaders from the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) at
LYRAIFQ&a wSLJzotAO 5F& OStSoNIdA2yaod

1 The visit of IsraelPrime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to India

T tNAYS aAyAadGSNI bFrNBYRN} az2RAQa flFaSad oraphi
Palestine.

India now need to contemplate and reflect deeply on what is happening in our immediate

neighbourhood.

In the vianity:
Far more than East, Southl &G ! aA X 2NJ 2Said ! aAaAls AG A& Lyl
directly impacts it geopolitically, gesirategically and geoeconomically. Whatever be the ambit
2T LYRAIQa NBI OK St aSgK 6a\b s ndigifb@urthod@da LINRA Yy OA LI f

In West Asia:

India still possesses enough leeway to engage in skilful manoeuvre around contentious issues in

West Asia.

T LYRAI &adz00SaafdzZfe KIYyRtSR Iy L&ANISEtA tNRYS
visit to Pagstine, and yet avoid a negative fallout.

1 Mr. Modi, during his Palestine visit concluded as many as six agreements and express the
hope that Palestine would soon emerge as a sovereign independent country in a peaceful
manner without having to specificaly S F SNJ 42 | adzyAGSRE YR aQRpl

1 With the UAE, trade and economic ties along with cowtéeror aspects have improve over
time.

1 With Oman, an established friend, the option of closer navabperation and of reaching
an agreement to give thindian Navy access to Dugm port should be explored.

In South Asia:

Nepal and Bangladesh:

1 India needs to contemplate ways to deal with a new government in Nepal (comprising the
Left Alliance of the CRNML and the CPNaoist Centre).
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1 India also needs to now contemplate the prospect of prolonged unrest and possibly
violence, both communal and terreelated, in neighbouring Bangladesh, prior to
scheduled elections in 2019.

Dealing with both Nepal and Bangladesh will need closer maongor

In Maldives:

An imminent challenge for India is to sort out the imbroglio in the Maldives which is

threatening to spill out of control. India cannot afford not to be directly engaged in finding a

proper solution.

Relations between India and the Malds have undergone significant changes since the days of

former President Maumoon Abdul Gayoom.

1 After the Maldivian Democratic Party, headed by former President Mohamed Nasheed,
came to power, for the first time antndian forces within the Maldives g&d some
support.

1 Under the current President, Abdulla Yameen Abdul Gayoomilraaian tendencies have
steadily increased and there has been a pronounced tilt in favour of China.

1 The free trade agreement that the Maldives signed recently with China éas providing
China with an excellent opportunity to enhance its influence and retain de facto possession
of the Southern Atolls in the Maldivian archipelago.

1 With the U.S. taking a step back, China has begun to display a great deal of interest in the
area

The Maldives today occupies a crucial position along the main shipping lanes in the Indian

Ocean.

India cannot, hence, afford to remain idle and must come up with an answer soon enough that

is consistent with its strategic interests.

Reference  article = Maldives  in the midst of deep political crisis
https://iasbaba.com/2018/02/iasbabadaily-currentaffairsprelimsmainsfocus8th-february
2018/

Across the border:
Pakistan and Afghanistan, similarly demand our focussed attentrmha should act with a
sense of responsibility expected of a regiosaberpower.

Pakistan:

1 India is facing a daily haemorrhaging of human lives due to cross border firing and terrorist
violence from Pakistan.

www.lASbaba.com
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T LYy &aLAGS 2F AdGa AyuSNYyrft LREAGAOFE ONRAA
Pakistan with dire consemnces if it failed to amend its ways, Pakistan shows no sign of
altering its antilndia trajectory.

Afghanistan:

Issues

1 The daily massacre of innocents, men, women and children, civilian officials and military
personnel, experts from several countriend diplomats, marks the start of the complete
collapse of a system of governance.

1 Despite periodic optimistic forecasts of the Taliban being in retreat, terrorists under check,
FYR GKIFG GKS ! FIKEFY 3J2@SNYYSyld Aystieivarstt A
ever since the 1970s. This January, the capital city of Kabul withessed one of the worst ever
incidents of violence anywhere, in which over 100 civilians were killed following a series of
terror strikes.

The prolonged period of chaos demarages that the Afghan state has virtually disintegrated.

As a regional power, India has significant stakes in Afghanistan.

1 New Delhi has spent over $2 billion in providing-humanitarian assistance to Afghanistan.

T LYRAIQa {(NHzS a il 1f@urefolk tBedAfghay stadedA&bsehck ¢fdpgage ini K $

Afghanistan will only revive memories of the worst days of the Afghan jihad in the 1980s
and 1990s.
1 If Afghanistan were to cease to exist, its civilisational links with India would also evaporate.
For a vaiety of reasons, therefore, India cannot allow Afghanistan to collapse or cease to exist
Fa +F &aGFraGS Ay GKS Y2RSNYy a4aSyaSo ¢KAa Aa az
specially for a display of its leadership skills.

Conclusion:

The outcane of the IsraePalestine conflict, the turmoil in the East and South China Seas, or
other bigticket issues across the world are important, but it is South Asia and the
neighbourhood that demands our concentrated attention. Only after India activelyvesan
ensuring that the region is at peace and functions in conformity with its world view, the claims
to its leadership will sound justifiable.

Connecting the dots:
1 For India to gain leadership position in global affairs, it is required thatavargn policy is
reframed so as to priorities our neighborhood. Analyze.

TOPIC
General Studies 2:
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1 India and its neighbourhoodrelations.

9 Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting
LYRAIFIQa Ay(dSNBada

 Effectofll2f AOASa FyR LRftAGAOA 2F RS@PSt2LISR | yR

India-Iran relations: Recent visit by President of Iran

Background:

President of Iran, Hassan Rouhani to India, was on a three day visit to India this month.

1 The visit is within a month of the sty visit to India of Benjamin Netanyahu, the Prime
Minister of Israel, Iran's implacable foe in the region.

1 A fournation tour was undertaken by the PM to West Asia where he visited Palestine (the
first by an IndiarPM), Oman, UAE and Jordan.

India is one of the few countries to have warm and mutually beneficial relations on all sides of

the divide in West Asia including the  Shia/Sunni split and the Iran/Israel rift.

Rouhani's visit will give a decisive shot in #ven to India's growing engagement with West

Asia.

The visit:
w2dzKI yAQa @AaAG LINPOARSR | ¢St O02YS 2 L3 NI dz
bilateral ties in the areas of connectivity, energy, infrastructure, trade, investment, security,
defence, culture and peoplo-people contacts. Rouhani's presence in India was evidence of
the keen interest that both countries have in promoting bilateral ties and taking them to the
next higher level.

Domestic challengesRouhani is under considerablegssure both-on the domestic front, in

political as well economic areas, and in the realm of Iran's international ties.

1 Huge street protests and demonstrations in several cities of Iran against lack of
employment, corruption and high prices.

1 He won a seand term in 2017 on the point that the nuclear deal or Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA) signed with P5+1 in 2015 would result in increased investment from
foreign countries, improve production and productivity, bring in new technology, create
more jobs and be beneficial to the common people. This unfortunately has failed to
materialise principally because of the aggressive and belligerent posture adopted by
President Trump against the nuclear Agreement.

Connectivity:
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As expected, connectivity thogh Chabahar port emerged as one of the most significant

aspects of bilateral Talks.

1 India's recent accession to the Ashgabat Agreement in which Turkmenistan, Iran,
Uzbekistan and Oman are members, and to the TIR Convention will help enhance its
engagemehwith the region.

The trilateral agreement

1 The Trilateral Agreement between India, Iran and Afghanistan on the use of Chabahar,
which was signed in May 2016, has been put into operation in a little more than a year.

1 Chabahar provides a strategic optito India to connect with Afghanistan and Central Asia
and beyond by sidestepping Pakistan.

Indian projects

1 India has invested USD 85 million in upgrading the first phase of the port from 2.5 million
tons to 8.5 million tons.

1 India has also committed to construct the railway line from Chabahar to Zahedan, which is
close to Zaranj on the Afghanistéman border.

To maintain its credibility, India will need to ensure that there is no slackness in implementation

of the project.

Challenges:

Gwadar port in the Baluchistan province of Pakistan is barely a 100 kms away from Chabahar

and is being developed by China. Chabahar will face stiff competition from Gwadar. India and

Iran will have to make certain that4and-fro business handd by Chabahar is significant.

Chabahar enjoys several advantages over Gwadar

1 Itis located in a peaceful region as opposed to Gwadar which is situated in a violent and
terrorism prone province.

1 The possibilities for establishing manufacturing and dstneam petrochemical industries
in Chabahar are much greater as ready, easy, cheap natural gas is available in plentiful in
Iran.

1 Chabahar is a natural harbour and can serve as the sourcing point for the International
North-South Transport Corridor.

1 For Afghanistan, the Chabahar port could prove to be, as Modi said, "a Golden Gateway."

Energy:
1 India will set up "plants in sectors such as fertilizers, petrochemicals and metallurgy in
Chabahar Free Trade Zone (FTZ) on terms mutually benefidiaé tooncerned parties.”
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This will be a wiwin investment as it will promote India's energy security while providing
financial resources and employment opportunities to Iran.

1 Discussions on the exploitation of Farzad B gas field, which was discoveesd Ibglian
consortium comprising OVL, OIL and IOCL in 2007, have been going on for the last many
years.

It was mentioned in the Joint Statement.

Trade and Investment:

1 Facilitating issuance of visas to promote tourism and pe¢plpeople contacts.

It will be mutually beneficial if more businessmen and common people travel to each
other's countries as they will provide a huge boost to Iran's economy and also promote
understanding and cooperation between the two countries.

1 The Agreement on Avoidance of Ddeiltaxation was signed to promote bilateral trade and
investment.

1 India has also decided to permit Indian investments in Iran in Indian rupees. Currently, this
facility is available only for Bhutan and Nepal. This decision, which has been taken in view of
the absence of international banking facilities in lran and also given the uncertainty due to
continuing pressure by the United States on Iran.

1 The opening of a Cll Office in Iran last year can also be expected to give strong boost to two
way business aheconomic ties.

Bilateral cooperation in security, defence and fight against terrorism emerged as significant

I NBlFa 2F RA&20dzaAA2Y RANAYI w2dKl yAQd SAaAGD |

also decided to have enhanced cooperation in¥ie NA G A YS R2YIFI Ay ® ¢KS {4
to hold dialogue to look into measures for cooperation in defence sphere, including port calls
by naval ships, training and regular exchanges of defence delegations."

Challenges:

Ensuring security and stabiliip Afghanistan, which is vital to peace in the region, poses a

challenge to both India and Iran. Both countries desire peace in Afghanistan but their

approaches are markedly different. India’'s position

1 India maintains that there cannot be a distinctiorettyeen "good Taliban" and "bad
Taliban." It contends that the Taliban and Haqggani network are the root cause of the
problem and that these groups cannot be a part of the solution. India views the presence of
US troops as beneficial since they maintpnessure on Pakistan to give up support for
terrorist elements acting against Afghanistan.

f Iran's positonL NI y Q& ¢l yida | { GNR2LA G2 €SIF@S I ¥
readiness to collaborate with Pakistan and China to bring the Talibahetomegotiating
table.
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Other challenges in bilateral relations relate to India's growing ties with USA, Israel, Saudi
Arabia and UAE, all of which are intractable rivals of Iran.

Conclusion

Both India and Iran seem to have come to the conclusion thakthee a large number of areas

in which their interests coincide and converge. They also recognize that they have divergent
views on some issues. Notwithstanding the fact that the two countries do not see eye to eye on
some issues, India and Iran have ded to focus their energies on areas of concurrence and
rapidly embark on a mutually beneficial and fruitful partnership.

Connecting the dots:

1 India is one of the few countries to have warm and mutually beneficial relations on all sides
of the divide in Vst Asia including the Shia/Sunni split and the Iran/Israel rift. Analyze.

T w2dzKlI yAQa @A&aAG LINRPOBARSR | ¢St O02YS 2 LJJ2 NI
bilateral ties in the areas of connectivity, energy, infrastructure, trade, investmeaotyisg,
defence, culture and peopl®-people contacts. Discuss.

TOPIC

General Studies 2:

91 India and its neighbourhoodrelations.

1 Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting
LYRAIFIQa Ay SNBada

{ Effectof policied Yy R LIZf“A 1A Oa 2F RSOSt2LISR I YR RS@St

Maldives Issue: China's interference in Indian Ocean

Background:

The ongoing crisis in the Maldives has acquired a particularly serious dimension over the past

week.

T { SOSNIf NBLR2NIHa KFIgS SYSNHSR adzZa3aSaday3a |/
decision to impose and extend the emergency in the small island state.
These reports suggest that China has implicitly promised support to Yameen in the event
that India moves to forcibly change the political status quo there.

1 Many have reported Chinese naval activity in the eastern Indian Ocean earlier this month.

The above potentially will have serious consequence to the troubled -Rdiaa relationship.

Anypotentid / KAy SaS akKz2g 2F FT2NOS Ay (GKS LYRALY

pre-eminent power in that maritime space.
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What happenedZEarlier this month, a Chinese naval surface action group (SAG) of three ships
entered the eastern Indian Oceanrtugh the Sunda Straitsthousands of nautical miles away

from the waters of South Asian littoralsand having made their presence known, exited the
area into the South China Sea. One of these ships was a Type 071 transport vessel which is use
to land troops for an amphibious assault.

How is it related to Maldives crisisR & A & [jdzAGS LI2&aaAroftsS GKIG
emergency in the Maldives was based on his impression that the tides were not favourable to
him, and that the Mohamed Nasheded opposition was about to depose him, potentially with
Indian support. In that case, it is likely that he would have consulted Beijing on the future
course of action. Beijing had to signal India that it has the muscle to push Indian forces out of
the Maldiwes if it so chooses.

¢KS aDNBe 1T 2yS O2SNOA2yE¢ a0GNrdS3e 2F / KAYLY
Il aGN)}GS3e o0& YKAOK [/ KAYlF asSsSia (G2 YSSiG AG4Y
threshold for conventional military retaliation. ExamiBg choosing to message its resolee t
India from a distance, Belijing ensured that India would not be provoked militarily and yet be
compelled to take into account the strategic signal emanating from the east.

Options available for India:

1 New Delhi must continue to keep up a robust presencéhe Arabian Sea, to let Beijing
1y2¢ GKIFIG NB3IFNRESaa 2F GKS t[!bQa akKz2g
primacy in its maritime neighbourhood.

1 The Indian Navy must also be allowed to expand its presence operations in the South China
Sea, lag considered a Chinese preserve.

1 / KAYl Qa @dzt y S Nkas mistibé thkeriiadvanfageiofiby Ingfad haNdl planners.
To counter PLAN powgrojection in the Indian Ocean, the Indian Navy can raise the tempo
of operations in littoralSouthEastAsia, where Beijing cannot prove a territorial violation
and yet feel the perceived violation in its sphere of maritime influence.

1 India must have an alternative plan ready for the Maldives, just in case naval posturing does
not beget an optimal solutiorThis does not have to involve boots on the ground.

Conclusion:
The Indian Navy must be prepared for a sustained presence around the island State. In the

game of brinkmanship ongoing in the Indian Ocean littorals, India must not be fall behind China.

Canecting the dots:
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1 With ongoing Maldives crisis, China showed its naval presence in Indian Ocean. Discuss how
this is an issue for India. Also suggest ways as to how India can deal with it.

TOPIC

General Studies 2:

1 India and its neighbourhoodrelations.

9 Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting
LYRAIFIQa Ay(dSNBada

f 9FFSOUG 2F LRtAOASA |yR LREtAGAOAa 2F RS@OSt 2L

Canada's PM visit to India

Introduction:

IndiazCanada cooperation can be seen as anchored on five Es: economy, energy, education,
entertainment industry linkages, and empowerment of women. The recent visit of Canadian
PM to India has many takeaways.

Key takeaways:

Countering terrorismFrom thelndian viewpoint, the most important agreement signed during
GKS @GAAAG A& GKS ACNIYSg2N] TF2NI/ 22LISNFXdAzy
FYR xA2ftSyid 9EGNBYAAYéd LG O2YYAila GKS Gg2
GF2NXV&FYVYRSaGI G0A2yaeés FyR G2 FFLOAtAGIGS &S
justice, law enforcement and operations. Progress in this realm will spur positivity in other
domains of mutual cooperation.

Regional, bilateral issues:

A close commonalitgf views emerged on several regional issues.

1 The two Prime Ministers called for dismantling the infrastructure of support to terrorism
GFNRY I ONRPaa o02NRSNER 2F ! FaAKlIyAadaltyés I+ Of

T ¢KS altRAGSE I2O0SNYYSYy NBAA LIZRR YR 20 21 KSY 4
On Myanmar, the need for voluntary, safe and sustainable return of the Rohingya refugees
was stressed.

1 Canada and India showed a common perspective on freedom of navigation andigiver

G0 KNRdza K 2-@acifici B 3A 2y KR2F YR NBaLISOG F2NJ AydSNyI

Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea.
T /FYFRF AYLX AOAGf&@ aKFINBR LYRAIQa NBaSNBI (A

Other developments:
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1 The decision to expand the scope of Mierial Energy Dialogue is noteworthy.

1 A new Canad#ndia Track 1.5 Dialogue on Innovation, Growth and Prosperity was launched.
This aims to establish contours of convergence through sustained research and
brainstorming among experts, officials and busis@eople.

Potential:

As a capital, technology and innovatiadoh economy and an open, inclusive and maittitural

society, Canada is highly relevant to India. It is sharpening its role as a Pacific Ocean power.
LYRAFQa O2YYAUYSyl yinzthe LdGePa0ific stoyldrdeepddBéopdftidah (i
affinity.

The two sides had forged close cooperation on energy and trade, including a civil nuclear
cooperation agreement and a commitment from Canadian pension funds to invest in India.
India and Canada ka much in common as two pluralistic, diverse democracies with very
strong peopleto-people ties: there is an Indian diaspora of 1.3 million in Canada, besides
100,000 Indian students.

Conclusion:

The mutual interests are’ likely to drive the two nations strengthen their strategic
partnership. However, for this vision to turn into reality, the Canadian leadership needs to
RSY2YAGNI 0S 3INBIFGSNI aSyardArAgade (G2 LYRAIFQa

Connecting the dots:
1 Discuss the potential anchallenges of Indi€anada relationship.

For reference: IndiaCanada relationship: Issues & Potential
https://iasbaba.com/2018/02/iasbahs-daily-currentaffairsprelimsmainsfocus16th-
february-2018/
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ECONOMY

TOPIC
General Studies 2 and 3:

w

0 Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues
arising out of their design and implementation.

Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth,
development and employment:

O«

Payments Bank: Making it a success

Background:

Ly -34S nwnmpZ 6KSy GKS wSaSN®WS .Iyl 2F LYR
form what we call payments bank.

The model was hailed as a gatiganger as it was meant to deepen access to formal financial
services in unbanked and undeanked areas and further the agenda of financial inclusion for

all.

Two years down the line, the modml attracting severe criticism from all corners, questioning
0KS ©OSNE FSIFaraoAtAae 2F GKS Y2RSto® wSOSyit
opening accounts without requisite approvals and custom consent as well as reporting losses
for 201617.

What is Payments Bank?

A payments bank is like any other bank, but it operates on a smaller scale without involving any
credit risk.

It can carry out most banking operations but can't advance loans or issue credit cards.

It can accept demand depdsi (up to Rs 1 lakh), offer remittance services, mobile
payments/transfers/purchases and other banking services like ATM/debit cards, net banking
and thirdparty fund transfers.

Financial Inclusion still a challenge:
b The idea of financial inclusion, particularly in developing markets, has always met
with challenges pertaining to accessibility and affordability.
b The RBI and the Government have tackled these challenges in numerous ways and
have made substantial progres
b But problems remain in reaching out to those who are most vulnerable, namely, the
illiterate, low-income and rural population.
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b As of 2017, 37 per cent of the Indian adult population remain excluded from the
formal financial system; 21 per cent of treosicluded do not actively use their bank
accounts.

The idea of payments banks:

The goal was to broaden the reach of payments and other financial services to small businesses,
low-income households and vulnerable populations.

The USP was the fact tha¢ople could open a bank account almost at their doorsteps with the
help of an agent, could make transactions using their phones and had the facility to make
deposits of up to Rs. 1 lakh.

On the face of it, the model was a wivin for both consumers anfinancial service providers,
thereby tackling the problems of accessibility and affordability.

Issues:
There are multiple issues the payments bank is facing

b Little awareness about the model among last mile consumers.

b Dearth of incentives among lastile agents to promote the product and services of
a payment bank.

b Agents reported lack of administrative-and technical support from the payment
banks, and limited training on the features of the product, terms and conditions and
its benefits.

b In terms of the levels of awareness, both the last mile customers and the agents
seemed to know little about the product and did not have an understanding of the
uses of the product, leading to low consumer awareness and subsequent low
demand for the prodat.

Way forward:
Payment banks need to intensify their efforts and try different approaches.

b There is significant potential for the product to expand into rural areas, given the
low density of bank branches and ATMs in these geographies.

So, paymenbanks need to heavily invest in marketing, especially in rural areas.

b Compensate agents substantiafty ideally, above and beyond the commission
based compensation structure to motivate them to spend time with customers in
explaining the benefits of #1product.

b Payment banks need to explain the features and uses of the product to their agents
such that they can effectively transfer this knowledge to the consumer.

b Currently, agents themselves do not seem sufficiently familiar with the product
features.
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b Empowering retail agertsThere needs to be more involvement by payment banks
throughout every part of the process.

b Payment banks must take a holistic approach, investing heavily in agent training and
handholding their agents in the short run to relgmgerterm benefits.

b Agents, in turn, must also provide continued support to customers in terms of
assisting them in the uses of the product and resolving problems.

Conclusion:
A onetime introduction is not likely to be enough for payments bankeduhte steps must be
taken to make it a success.

Connecting the dots:
b What are payments bank? How far has the model been successful in deepening
financial inclusion in India? Discuss.
b Recent surveys and news report that Payments bank aren't functioning as was
supposed to be. Discuss the reasons. Also suggest measures to make it a success.

TOPIC

General Studies 3:

1 Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resesr growth,
development and employment.

General Studies 2:

1 Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues
arising out of their design and implementation.

India's poor performance in enforcing contracts

Introduction:

India has shown dismal performance in one key component in the Ease of doing business
indices ¢ SYF2NOAyYy3 O2yiNIOGaédd Ly GKS 22NIR .|
SOLtdzr GAYya GKSY 2y wmn ALISOATAO LI NI FgHihe NB N
WSYFT2NOSYSyld 27F 02 ythéldepon ys Mat i takes/ b dverage &f 1,446 n ¢
days (or nearly four years) to enforce a contract in India.The cost to a litigant to recover
amounts legitimately due to him is 31% of the value of thane. This is a shocking state of
affairs.

DistanceTo-Frontier score:

www.lASbaba.com

NE ]




Page| 66

LG YSIadaNBa GKS RAaldlFyOS 2F | LI NIGAOdz | NJ
NBELINSaSyia GKS o6Said LISNF2NXYIFyOSe {AYLXe& LM
situationtF YR | 5¢C NIYy]1Ay3a AYRAOFGSa K2¢ FI N I ¢

score was 56.05 in 2017 and is projected to improve to 60.76 in 2018 in the overall ease of
0dzaAyS&aa NIy lAy3Iaz dzyF2Nldzyl GSt & al3%9in20383 F2N
projected to improve feebly to 40.76 in 2018.

Background:

I yIGA2yQa NIylAy3 Ay (GKS aSIFLasS 2F R2Ay3 o
indices which are: starting a business; dealing with construction permits; gettingieikyct
connections; registering property; getting credit; protecting minority investors; paying taxes;
trading across borders; enforcing contracts; and resolving insolvency.
The suBA Y RAOS& | 62dzi aSYyF2NOAYy3a 02y i NI Gifitato A a
provide an effective dispute resolution system.

Legislation:

Parliament has passed the Commercial Courts, Commercial Division and Commercial Appellate
Division of High Courts Act.

The purpose behind the Act is to provide a forum with upgraded infrastructure to resolve a

OSNIFAY Oflhaa 2F RA&LIzESEas Of I &aaA F-hobrik ada & C

effective manner.

Provisions under the Act:

1 The legislation also reftyes. establishment of appropriate infrastructure and manpower
training on a constant basis.

1 In identifying disputes above a specified value to qualify-as commercial disputes, it has
ensured that these courts are not cluttered up with small claims.

1 The At essentially paves the way for the setting up of commercial courts at the district level
and a commercial division in High Courts that have original jurisdiction along with a
commercial appellate division in the High Courts to hear appeals arising thelAct.

1 By mandating that High Courts must show levels of disposal of such claims on their website,
the Act also ensures transparency.

However, for this statutory scheme to work, many players must play their respective parts.

Poor enforcement of thdegislation:

T ¢KS 110G O2yGSYLX | GSa GKS alFLIRAYyGYSYyG¢é
Issue In most States the government has merely vested the presiding district judge with
powers to act as a commercial court.
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1 Given that the workload of principdistrict judges is already quite staggering, vesting them
with the powers of commercial courts in districts goes against the intent and purpose of the
Act.

1 Whenever presiding officers are appointed to commercial courts, it must be ensured that
they haveexperience in dealing with commercial disputes, as Section 3 of the Act ordains.
Issue: In most cases the incumbent is a district judge without any experience.

1 In terms of Section 19 of the Act, the respective State governments must, in consultation
with the High Courts, establish necessary infrastructural facilities to run these courts.

1 In terms of Section 20 , the State government is to establish facilities providing for the
training of judges who may be appointed to these courts.

1 In terms of Section 1 7statistical data regarding the functioning of these courts are to be
displayed on the website of the respective High Courts.

Conclusion:
Without institutionalising above mentioned improvements, it will be difficult commercial courts
businesslikeandod Y1 Ay 3 AY aSyF2NOAy3a O2yiGNF OlGag I ye

Connecting the dots:

1 India has performed poorly in one of the sirnlices under Ease of doing business rankings
"Enforcing contracts". Discuss the reason behind. Also suggest measures to solve the issue.

1 India has performed poorly in one of the singices under Ease of doing business rankings
"Enforcing contracts”. The Commercial Courts, Commercial Division and Commercial
Appellate Division of High Courts Act if implemented effectively can help impiwe t
rankings. Analyze.

TOPIC
General Studies-3:

1 Economic DevelopmergIndian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization
of resources, growth, development and employment;

1 Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial poaoygl their effects
on industrial growth.

1 Inclusive growth and Challenges of inequality.

Fighting Inequality: Empowering women and Farmers

Background:
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How to fight inequality as become an important question in recent times.
An Oxfam report reported, the topne percent of the world increased their wealth by $762
billion while the bottom 50 per cent saw no growth, increasing the divide between social
classes.

This kind of economic inequality can result in unfair political institutions, unfair control by a fe
gSIEtldKe 20SNI 20KSNB YR dzy FF AN 62N] SNBQ I ¢
Solutions:
Solutions to reducing income inequality lie in three aspects:

(1) investing in women

(2) investing in agriculture

(3) reforming workplace laws

(1) Investing in womerg Why is it necessary?
Investing in womeras important workers is necessary and urgent today to reduce inequality
YR AYyONBIFasS ylriAz2yaQ 3INRaa R2YSaidAO LINERdzO
a8 LaC [/ KAST / KNRaGAYS [I3JFNRS NBOSyGte al A
YSYyQasz Wk LIy O andgeranndnNahd Indiaiat 2dpel g O
aOYAyasSe NBLRNISR Ay ! dz3dzad wnmc GKFIG 62YSy
estimates that India could add $700 billion to its GDP in 2025 by closing this gap.
How?
Helping women stay active in the workplace while raising a family is key to achieving this
growth.
1 More familyfriendly work policies, such as paid parental leave.
1 Creating an environment where kids are allowed in the workplace.
1 More men should takeequal responsibility in raising kids and managing household
chores.
1 Men in leadership roles should build a culture where there is more relevant empathy in
the team members toward parents of all genders.

(2) Investing in agriculture, Why is it necessary?

134 LISNJI GKS 22NIR . Fy{1Z 3ANRKROdzZ (dz2NS OFy KSf L
who live in rural areas and work mainly in farming.

It further states that 65 per cent of the poor working adults make a living through agriculture.
More thanone billion people have moved out of extreme poverty in recent decades, but 80 per
cent of those that remain live in rural areas.

How?
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1 Providing farmers with a bundle of services like access to seeds, plant nutrients and
production practices are critical.

1 But today, climate smartness and climate resilience also need a special focus.
We should focus on risk mitigation mechanisms like weather insurance and risk
prevention mechanisms.

(3) Reforming workplace laws
WSF2NX¥a Ay 62N] SNEQest  6a OFy NBRdAzOS Ay Sl dz f
How?

1 Minimum wages and universal basic income (UBI) are two of the popular ways to reform
workplace laws.

1 They both have the same aim raising incomes of the least fortunate to reduce the
income gap. These are imposed by law and paid by the employ
Minimum wages should have inflation adjustment and a premium for inequality
reduction. This needs an annual reassessment and suitable correction.

| ATAY3 YAYAYdzy ¢l 3Sa Ft2yS 62yQid It 3G§SN §KS
technology creatébigger wage premium for the top employees and stagnating wages for the
bottom.

UBI, supported by tech gurus like Mark Zukerburg and Elon Musk, envisions that everyone
receives a monthly pay packet from the state that covers their basic needs strings
attached. UBI through cash transfers ensures that the benefits of technology are felt by
everyone.

In developing countries such as India, despite having hundreds oepquo schemes, the
biggest question is whether such benefit is reaching the poor.

But the real challenge will be in distinguishing the poor from 1paor, particularly when such

data are questionable.

Conclusion:

Let us not forget history. The Roman Empire was one of the richest on the planet, with wealth
concentrated in the hands of a fesenatorial elite and the rest were utterly poor. Warning
signs of inequality were ignored and it resulted in civil war and the entire empire collapsed.
Keeping this in mind we need to collectively work towards making an equitable world.

Connecting the dts:
1 How to fight inequality has become an important question in recent times. Discuss.
Suggest at least three measures by which we can reduce inequality.
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TOPIC

General Studies 3:

1 Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resouragg®wth,
development and employment.

Checking Banking Frauds

Background:

The Nirav Modi case has once again cast the spotlight on the dark corners of the Indian banking
universe.

The information available till now suggests that there was a failure rdiit levels internal
controls, corporate governance and weak regulatory capabilities.

Failures at different levels:

1 The fact that the fraud at PNB spanned for seven years without setting the alarm bells
ringing at the numerous audits at banks, raisesne hardhitting questions on the manner
in which auditors carry on their affairs.

A scam of this proportion happened even when numerous external auditors are scrutinising
banks shows failure in the auditing processes of PNB.

1 The way banks use SWIFT (assaging network for securely transmitting instructions for all
financial transactions through a standardised system of codes) and the business processes
they have in place to do so, differs from bank to bankthe case of PNB, it is evident that
the varbus checks and authorisations had been completely compromised.

Minimizing risks of banking frauds:

1 Technology should be seen as a game chandercan reduce the chances of human
connivance = and - can be used to detect outlier lending or guarantees.
A goodtechnology system should make it impossibler at least extremely difficutt for
individual employees to bypass controls, as seems to have happened in the Punjab National
Bank case.
Most importantly, bank boards, and especially the audit committees, ninaste clear
responsibilities.

1 Usage ofblockchain technologyto reduce fraud. Blockchain technology could be used to
make banking transactions more transparent. This would mean that every link in the chain
can be scrutinized publicly.

1 Banks can also set upspecial fraud monitoring agengywith officials specially trained to
detect incipient frauds. Banks can also choose to appoint one member of the board to
oversee fraud risk management. In other wortignks need to focus more on fids in
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order to maximize the chances of detecting them at an early stage. This will also require
banks to improve their human resource management policies.

The role of third parties such as chartered accountants, auditors, and advocates who figure
in bankfrauds should also be examined with a tough eye. The regulator sheuvilit the

role of auditors both in the case of borrowers and lenders. They will need to design
stringent systems where auditors are not able to get away with fraudulent financial
statements. However, to make this happen, it will also be necessary that investigations are
conducted in a given time frame.

The Reserve Bank of Indi@Bl) will have to build capabilitiedoth in terms of designing
rules and making sure that they are effeeliy implemented. It will be a delicate balancing
act, since overegulation could scare bankers off any sort of lending, hardly what the
doctor ordered for a growing economy. For now, the RBI has done well to constitute an
expert committee to look into theising incidence of frauds, among other things, in the
banking system.

Conclusion:

India needs a safe and efficient banking system to service the needs of a growing economy.
The government and RBI must to use the current opportunity to strengthenbtreking
system. The authorities should not let this crisis go waste but use it as an opportunity to
minimize the risk of such frauds in the future.

Connecting the dots:

T

Banking frauds like that of Nirav Modi case shows failure at different hewelsrnal
controls, corporate governance and weak regulatory capabilities. Analyze. Also suggest
ways to check such frauds.
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HEALTH

TOPIC

General Studies 2:

1 Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to
Health, EducationHuman Resources.

1 Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues
arising out of their design and implementation.

1 Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States and
the performance of hese schemes.

The National Health Protection Scheme: An analysis

Background:

The National Health Protection Scheme has promised to cover 10 crore families involving 50
crore family members with health insurance cover of Rs. 5 lakh for secondaryediaty
hospitalisation.

How will it work financially?

The NHPS is not a classic insurance programme, since the government pays most of the money
on behalf of the poor, unlike private insurance where an individual or an employer pays the
premium.

The scheme operates around they & dzNJ y OS  LINJA y O.Whin & lagefnunibdidofa | LJ2
people subscribe to an insurance scheme, only a small fraction of them will be hospitalised in
any given year. In a tax funded system or a large insurance progeathare is a large risk pool
wherein the healthy crosssubsidise the sickat any given time. The NHPS will be financially
viable, despite a high coverage offered to the few who fall sick in any year, because the rest in
the large pool do not need it thatear.

Apart from budgetary allocation, it will draw additional resources from the Health and
Education Cess and also depend on funding from States to boost the Central allocation.

Comparison with RSBY:

tKS &AO0KSYS gAfft LINE A RS anaually, toO2 gh&r NaniySfar  dzLJ

hospitalisation in an empanelled public or private hospital.

1 The precursor of the National Health Protection Scheme (NHPS), the Rashtriya Swasthya
CAYLE L, 22FYE 6w{ ., 00X LINRPBGZARSR f{ A ¥doidédRcar®2 JS NI :
Though it improved access to health care, it did not reduceafyttocket expenditure
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(OOPE), catastrophic health expenditure or health paynretiiced poverty.
The NHPS addresses those concerns by sharply raising the coverage cap.

1 It shaes with the RSBY the weakness of not covering outpatient care which accounts for the
largest fraction of OOPE. The NHPS too remains disconnected from primary care.

Financing challenges

The Budget has made this positive announcement and added that resowitiebe provided

for the same. At the financing level, this will require some innovative methods.

The average cost for covering a family of five persons where the oldest person is less than 30

years old for Rs. 5 lakh, yields an average of Rs. 19000 per annum. Multiplying this by

10 crore families, the outlay would be Rs-1.B lakh crore per annum. The amount is a

recurring one, and has to be paid every year by the government.

1 A way out is for the States to contribute a fixed proportion. Howetlas would be difficult
as almost all States are facing a stiff fiscal position with limited funds for executing their
capex projects.

1 The government can subsidise the scheme and make the families pay a part of the
premium. But these families do not & the wherewithal to make such payments given
their very low levels of income, which barely provides them with one full meal a day!

1 The NHPS needs a buyfrom the States, which have to contribute 40% of the funding.
Even with the low cost coverage ofelRSBY, several States opted out. Some decided to
fund their own Statespecific health insurance programmes, with distinctive political
branding.

Implementation challenge:

1 Enrolling such people is always difficult. Just like the farm insurance schermie prvbimises
a lot but covers very few farmers, access to this-grandiose scheme would be limited as most
would be excluded.Aadhaar and Direct Benefit Transfer are definitely structures created to
ensure better delivery but they have to be made accessibkdltdeserving people.

1 There could be resistance from private hospitals. The insured poor would prefer to go these
hospitals as they get better treatment from the best doctorHospitals normally do not
encourage such transactions as there are delays ¢ript of payments from when dealing
with the insurance companies.Given the magnitude, insurance companies would not make
money on these policies when pooled. It would be impossible to settle claims leading to
non-viability of the business.

Way ahead:
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1 In afederal polity with multiple political parties sharing governance, afnalia alignment
around the NHPS requires a high level of cooperative federalism, both to make the scheme
viable and to ensure portability of coverage as people cross State borders.

T ¢KS Dblt{ 6Aff LIe& F2N GKS K2ALAGFtA&lFGAZ2
LIZNOKEF aAy3Q FNRY Lzt AO | y R-ddfifed ligtloficnditios & LIA
that will be covered, adoption of standard clinical guidelines for diago tests and
treatments suitable for different disorders, setting and monitoring of cost and quality
standards, and measuring health outcomes and -@jictiveness.

Both Central and State health agencies or their intermediaries will have to devedop th
capacity for competent purchasing of services from a diverse group of providers.
Otherwise, hospitals may undertake unnecessary tests and treatments to tap the generous
coverage.

Conclusion:

Conceptually, the programme is compelling, but it would bstydo rush into it, given the
complexities involved. Thus it is required that the implementation challemges and funding
issues are sorted before the programme comes into effect.

Connecting the dots:
1 Discuss the provisions of National Health Protecttmheme. Also analyze implementation
and financial challenges associated with the programmer.

TOPIC

General Studies 2:

1 Issues relating to-development and management-of Social”Sector/Services relating to
Health

1 Development-processes and the developmentustry the role of NGOs, SHGs, various
groups and associations, donors, charities, institutional and other stakeholders

Eliminating Malaria

Background:

For millennia, India suffered greatly from smallpox. In 1977, the country declared elimination of
smallpox. Similarly, India was burdened by polio. In 2014, India declared polio eliminated. These
are stunning achievements from which all Indians benefit immensely. Now is the time to take
on malaria.

At the East Asia Summit in 2015, Prime Minister Nareiivdi committed India to eliminating
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malaria by 2030, and last year, India launched nttional strategic plan for malaria
elimination.

National strategic plan for malaria elimination:

Launched in 2017 the plan gives year wise elimination targets inusaparts of the country
depending upon the endemicity of malaria until 20Zthe strategies involve strengthening
malaria surveillance, establishing a mechanism for early detection and prevention of outbreaks
of malaria, promoting the prevention of malarby the use of Long Lasting Impregnated Nets
(LLINS), effective indoor residual spray and augmenting the manpower and capacities for
effective implementation.

Challenges:

India faces daunting challenges in the fight against malaria.

1 Recent reports citedhat in 2017, there was an 18 per cent increase in malaria cases in
Tamil Nadut a State that has otherwise been a leader in fighting the disease. These
malaria upsurges could jeopardise the successful elimination that neighbouring Sri Lanka
has sustainedparticularly given the frequent travel between south India and the island
nation.

1 The true numbers of malaria cases and deaths are not known. Estimates range from 1
million to 18 million cases and from 400 to 48,000 deaths per year.

1 Malaria exists in alftates in India, and 95 per cent of Indians are at risk. The scale and
distribution of this devastating disease is not well documented.

Problems related to malaria treatment by private sector:

A related problem is that the majority of malaria in Indiadsgnosed and treated (or

commonly misdiagnosed and mistreated) in the private sector. In 2015, 86 million malaria

treatments were procured in the private sector, compared to just 2 million in the public sector.

1 Private doctors and clinics have no obligat to follow government guidelines, use
recommended drugs, or report malaria cases to State authorities. Malaria treatment by the
private sector is especially problematic.

1 In the private sectorall types of drugs are usethcluding those that are eitmavorthless or
harmful.
For example, each year, the private sector procures nearly 10 million injections of
artemisinin monotherapy a treatment that is strongly discouraged in India and elsewhere
because it accelerates the development of deadly drugstasce. The misuse of malaria
drugs in India is an irony, given that India is by far the largest supplier ofgbajhy
approved malaria drugs to the rest of the world.
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What needs to be done?

1 India must declare a campaign and a determination to getjdlbedone. National initiatives
must promote innovative strategies, incentivise the appropriate use of diagnostics, drugs
and insecticides, and ensure that all malaria cases are reported.

1 The most affected States must aggressively bring their malaria dewg effective vector
control and case management practices, combined with robust surveillance systems.

1 The fight against malaria will require partnership between communities, civil society,
private sector, and public health agencies.

1 Intersectoral coorthation is the key. Health ministry needs to work together with the other
Ministries and Municipal Corporations to achieve the desired results.

1 States must step inStates will have to tailor their programmes to achieve elimination,
especially in tribal @&@as where the burden of malaria is often the highest.
A single approach to malaria elimination will not wark any large country, especially in
India where the biology, entomology and epidemiology of the disease vary considerably.

Conclusion:
India hasbeen central to the fight against malaria since the beginning of the battle. The
breakthrough discovery that malaria is transmitted by mosquitoes was made 120 years ago in

{ SOdzy RN} 6 RE LYRAIFI® {AyOS (KSyz KIFtF 2F

Now is the time for India to do the same.

Connecting the dots:

1 While India has successfully eliminated small pox and polio over time. It is time coordinated
efforts are put in to eliminate malaria. Discuss the challenges associated with the same.
Also,suggest measures to address these challenges.

TOPIC

General Studies.2:

1 Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to
Health

1 Development processes and the development industry the role of NGOs, SHGs, various
groups andassociations, donors, charities, institutional and other stakeholders

¢CKS a1 SrfidkKe {dGFridSa> tNPaINBaaAw@dS LYRAFE NBL]

Introduction:
¢ KS Gl SHEdkKe {GFrGSazx t NEPINBEZAADS LYRALI ¢

www.lASbaba.com




Page| 77

The focus has been on the performance and annual progress of states and Union territories on
a myriad of health indicators.

About the report:

T ¢KS O2YLINBKSyardsS 1SHtGdK LYRSE NBLR2NI GAl

released by NITI Aayog.
1 The report ranks states and Union territories innovatively on their y@ayear incremental
change in health outcomes, as well as, their overall performance with respect to each other.
1 Itis the first attempt to establish an annual systematic tool to measnd understand the

KSGSNRrISySAGE yR O2YLX SEAGE 2F GKS ylLiAzy

1 The report has been developed by NITI Aayog, with technical assistance from the World
Bank, and in consultation with the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MQHFW

Best and worst performers:

Kerala is the leader among large states, closely followed by Punjab and Tamil Nadu. Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan and Bihar are the lgesforming states. Mizoram is the begerforming

small state, followed by Manipur, whildlagaland and Tripura take the final two spots.
Lakshadweep secured the top spot among Union territories, and Dadra and Nagar Haveli is at
the end of the rankings.

Incremental performance:

The goal of the index is not just to rank the states based on thisiorical performance, but

also on their incremental performance.

The attempt is to capture the change made during the course of the year.

Jharkhand, Jammu and Kashmir, and Uttar Pradesh are ranked first, second and third in their
incremental performane ranking.

¢KS at SNF2NXIyOS 2y | SIfiK hdzi02YSa¢ AYyRSEY

The index is made up of 24 indicators in three different donmaidsalth outcomes,

D2OSNYIyOS YR AYT2NNIOA2Yy> YR YS@& AyLlzia

70% of the weight, and the other two domains weighs 12% and 18%, respectively.

f ThRS aKSIfGK 2dzi02YSaé¢ R2YFLAY KlFa AYyRAOFG2N
mortality rate (NMR), seratio at birth (SRB), etc.

1 The governance and information domain measures the quality of data (data integrity
indicator) and the average occapcy in important healthrelated posts such as principal
secretary (health), chief medical officer, etc.

1 Key inputs and processes measure the current status of healthcare professional vacancies,
infrastructure at district hospitals, and the speed of fioat governance in the states.
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Key results that emerge from the health index:

Table 1: The gap between best-performing and
least-performing states

Index Best-performer Least-performer | Gap

Overall index Kerala 76.55 | Uttar 33.69 |42.86
Pradesh

Health outcomes | Kerala 82.89 | Rajasthan 2958 | 53.31

Keyinputsand | Tamil Nadu 78.06 | Uttar 25.02 53.04

processes Pradesh

Table 2: UN-SDG & National Health Policy: how states have

performed versus goals

Health Best- Least-

indicator UN-SDG NHP performer | performer

Neonatal Under 12 Under 16 Kerala Odisha

mortality rate | by 2030 by 2025 (6) (35)

Under 5 mor- | Under 25 Under 23 Kerala Qsasgrrp 'a

talityrate | by2030 | by2025 (13) B ©)
Belowre- | Belowre- | TamilNadu, |gjhar

Total fertility

oA placement | placement | West Bengal (33)

level 21) | level (2.1) (1.6)

Low birth NA Telangana | Rajasthan
weight NA .7) (255)

Sex ratio at Kerala Haryana
birth NA NA (967) (831)

UN-SDG: United Nations Sustainable Development Goals
Source: Healthy States, Progressive India report

Pic credit:
http://www.livemint.com/r/LiveMint/Period2/2018/02/28/Photos/Processed/g Oped Table
web.jpg

1 There ardarge gaps between statesThe gap between the begkerforming states and the
leastperforming states.(Refer Imag&yo-thirds of our citizens live in states with an overall
score less than 60.

1 Incremental performance reveals that there has been a decline in performance on some
states: While most states have registered an increase in their health index in18015
relative to 201415,a A E a il (1S4 Q & ©ReNidHarfahadGujaatSKataka,y S R
Himachal Pradesh, and Uttarakhand.

1 India has made significant strides in achieving the goals set out under tHeD@\and our
own National Health Policysome of our states have already met or exceeded the goals
decade ahead of 2030.
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Lessons frm the health outcomes index:

1 An exercise of this kind requires data on health outcomes, which is periodic, reliable and
comparable across different states and Union territories. The effort showed us significant
gaps in the availability of such data, espdlgi for the smaller statesWwe need robust
programmatic datahan can be used for continuous monitoring.

1 Incentives need to be linked to performance. The two separate rankings, on absolute
performance and yeaon-year progress are designed to encouragatest to work on their
health sector and bring about meaningful transformation. Tin&ing of the health index
with incentivesunder the National Health Mission will further push states to improve
outcomes.

1 This index musinotivate states towards improvinipeir health sector outcomes in the spirit
of cooperative and competitive federalism.

Conclusion:

Measures like upgrading and setting up of health and wellness centres under the Ayushman
Bharat Scheme, the National Health Protection Scheme and annukdatidn of the Index and
AGa I @FLAfFoAfAGE 2y LIzt AO R2YFIAY 2y | Reyl
andwelto SAy 3¢ F2NI It OAGAT Syao{5Do0®

Connecting the dots:
T 2KFG FNB GKS 1S@& NBadzZ Ga FTNRY rép&iSreleased | £ (
recently. Also discuss key lessons.

TOPIC

General Studies 2:

1 Issues relating .to [development-and management of Social. Sector/Services relating to
Health

1 Development processes and the development industry the role of NGOs, SHGs, various
groups and associations, donors, charities, institutional and other stakeholders

National Health Protection Scheme: Challenges

Background:

The National Health Protection Scheme (NHPS), announced in the latest budget, is being hailed
Fa (KS g2 pibiR®éalthdate MiBdsainine, which will cover about 40 per cent of
LYRAFQa&a L}RLJz A2y d 2KAES Fye LdzmftAO STT2NI
this is not the first public health insurance programme in the country. Many states, ingludi
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Maharashtra, Karnataka, Rajasthan, Andhra Pradesh, Goa and Tamil Nadu, have successfull
implemented health insurance programmes, easily covering over 50 crore people.

Challenges:
NHPS will have to consider many critical aspects.

T

Total cost There isa token provision of Rs 2,000 crore in the budget. However, the total
cost is likely to be nearer Rs 20,000 crore per year. A new 1 per cent cess will make about Rs
11,000 crore available to the government in a year.

Identification of the initial 10 crorefamilies- Any criteria, other than family income, will
cause a huge discontent. How will a villdgeel functionary select 40 per cent of the
people and leave out the rest? Will these remaining families be covered later? The
government could alternatelgonsider a universal retlut for all the poor households, even

at a lower level of maximum insurance cover, depending on the resource availability.

The list of medical procedures to be covered the scheme Disease profile varies across

the country.

Eah state must be given the flexibility to curate its own list of medical procedures.

Selecting the insurance provideiThis is an extremely complex process. Each steguch

as the design of the tender documents, contracts and legal agreements, paymen, ter
penalties for norcompliance, prior experience must be considered carefully. Otherwise,

it could invite legal challenges.

The accreditation of participating hospitaldf due care is not taken in selecting the right
hospitals, it can derail the enérprogramme. The Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana (RSBY) is
a glaring exampleMany private hospitals registered under the RSBY were reported to have
indulged in malpractices such as prescribing unnecessary diagnostic testing and
hospitalisation.

Way forward:

T

Implementation of such a large health insurance scheme will require humongous
preparation in the creation of infrastructure such as central data centre, software
development, data entry, issuance of health cards, call centers feapitgorisation, and
claims settlement, hospital accreditation and online accounting.

Trained personnel (aarogya mitra) must be posted in each of the participating hospitals.

Conclusion:

Insurancebased intervention in the health sector can only be a partial solution. The
government cannot, and must not, abdicate its responsibilitpmividing a highquality and
affordable public health infrastructure
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1 The NationaHealth Protection Scheme (NHPS), announced in the latest budget, is being

KIAtSR Fa (KS
challenges and the way out.

g2NXI RQa f I NBSAaT

LJdzo £ A O
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ENVIRONMENT

TOPIC

General Studies 2:

1 Government policies andnterventions for development in various sectors and issues
arising out of their design and implementation.

General Studies 3:

1 Conservation, environmental pollution _and degradation, environmental impact
assessment

Reducing GHGs emissions from Solid wast@Enagement

Background:
GHG emissions from solid waste disposal as reported to the UNFCCC in 2015/16 by India
increased at the rate of 3.1per cent per annum between 2000 and 2010.

GHGs:

DNBSyK2dzaS 3I1asSa oDl Dao ONBFGS F yIF GdzNY €
LINE@SyGAy3a az2yS 2F GKS adzyQa KSIG SySNBe 7
Earth warm.

Over the last centumand-a-half, human activities have added considesato GHGs in the
atmosphere, and that continues to result in global warming. The global warming potential of
methane is 25 times as much and nitrous oxide 298 times as much as that of carbon dioxide,
over the long run (100 years).

Solid waste managemerdand GHGSs:

Activities involved in the management of solid waste generate (GHGS) results into release of
gases such as carbon dioxide, methane, and small amounts of nitrous oxide.
GHG emissions from solid waste disposal as reported to the UNFCCC in 26¢SHdia
increased at the rate of 3.1per cent per annum between 2000 and 2010, and by China at 4.6per
cent per annum between 2005 and 2012.

Way out:
The volume of waste sent to the landfill sites can be reduced if biodegradable waste is
processed locall

Aerobic decomposition into compost:
1 Aerobic decomposition with the help of microbes or earthworms (vermicomposting) to
produce compost or organicfertiliser.
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1 Compost helps store carbon back in the soil. Its usage reduces the need for chemical
fertilisers which emit large quantities of nitrous oxide both during production and in
applicatiorr and thereby helps mitigate emissions. Compost also improves moisture
retention in the soil.

1 Only two per cent of the municipal solid waste in India is composted.

1 The Supreme Court order of 2006 directed fertiliser companies tmadket city compost
with chemical fertilisers. However, the government incentive of market development
assistance for city compost at Rs 1,500 per tonne to fertiliser companies is no imatbk
capital subsidy and transport subsidy provided to chemical fertilisers, which renders
compost uncompetitive via-vis chemical fertilisers.

Anaerobic decompostion:

An alternative to composting for biodegradable waste is biomethanation or anaerobic
decomposition.

Biomethanation generates biogas which is a substitute for fossil fuel and produces slurry which
is an excellent organic fertiliser, both helping to mitigate global warming.
Local processing also means that biomethanation saves on traiasipor Very few Indian
cities are trying biomethanation because segregation at source and feeding biodegradable
waste to the plants in time remain a major challenge.

Recycling of waste:

It helps reduce GHG emissions because the energy required to maumefac product using

virgin materials is higher than when using recycled materials. While India has had a tradition of
recycling paper, glass, metals, etc with the engagement of the informal sector, lack of
segregation comes in the way of realising thé fpatential of recycling. This is particularly true

for paper that soils easily when waste is mixed. Only 27 per cent of paper in India is recycled,
compared with 60 per cent in Japan and 73 per cent in Germany (CPPRI, 2013). Recycling
requires up to 50 pecent less energy compared to production of paper based on wood pulp,
and it also saves trees from being cut.

Refuse Derived Fuel:

The nonbiodegradable and norecyclable waste other than hazardous waste (batteries, CFLs,
etc), can be converted into Refe Derived Fuel for use in hitgmperature furnaces, for
example, in cement kilns and power plants. Technologies are also available for controlled
incineration and/or gasification for energy recovery from this waste. These are commonly
NEFSNNERteidbSyS&HNB& g LI | yiaod

Landfills: Not a viable option
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If incineration is not desirable or acceptable, the solution is not simply to dump untreated

mixed waste at landfill sites. Issues with landfills

1 Landfills in India are neither scientifically engirezénor scientifically closed.

1 They serve as open dumpsites.

1 The discarded plastics in the mixed waste are a major contributor to dumpsite fires.

1 Disposal of mixed waste including biodegradable matter (sometimes as high as 60per cent)
in these dumpsites provides a perfect anaerobic environment for generation of methane
and leachate.

1 One tonne of biodegradable waste releases 0.84 tonne of carborid#gioequivalent
emissions if left to decompose anaerobically.

1 The untreated disposal of mixed municipal solid waste at landfill sites is around 80per cent
for Mumbai and Chennai, 5680per cent for Delhi and Bengaluru, and 35per cent for Pune.
This implieghat Mumbai emitted 921 konne of carbon dioxide equivalent of GHG gases
from landfill sites in 2016, equal to annual emissions from 1,96,000 typical cars. For Delhi,
the estimate is 137,000 cars.

Solution:

Bioremediation offers a relatively quick amekpensive mitigation instrument for reducing the

GHG emissions from landfill sites through aerobic decomposition of organic fraction of the

waste.

Lessons from other countries:

GHG emissions from solid waste have been declining in Germany and JaparorAldadfilling

of non-pre-treated waste in Germany has led to 47 per cent of the waste being recycled, and 36
per cent incinerated. In Japan, 75 per cent of the waste is incinerated, while 21 per cent is
recycled. The regulations in both countries ensubat incinerators have statef-the-art
emission control technologies, and the directly landfilled municipal solid waste is as low as one
per cent.

Conclusion:

India needs to get its act together to improve its municipal solid waste management with the
triple objective of resource recovery, improving public health conditions and mitigating the risks
associated with humainduced global warming.

Connecting the dots:
1 What is the relation between solid waste disposal and GHG emissions? In this light,
managng solid waste can help tackle climate change too. Discuss.

TOPIC
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General Studies 2:

1 Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues
arising out of their design and implementation.

General Studies 3:

1 Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact
assessment

Fixing the Compensatory Afforestation Model

Introduction:
The Compensatory Afforestation Fund Act (CAF Act), 2016 has raised serious concerns about
the human and environmental costs of compensatory afforestation (CA).

1 Numerous evidences have established that CA plantations destroy natural forests, harm
biodiversty, undermine the rights and nutrition of local communities, and disguise rampant
misuse of public funds.

1 By allocating more than Rs50,000 crore, the Act enables the forest bureaucracy to entrench
its control over forests. It subverts democratic forestvgrnance established by the Forest
Rights Act (FRA), 2006 and Panchayats (Extension to Schedule Areas) Act (Pesa), 1996.

Such human and environmental costs are set to aggravate further unless the model of CA is

fixed.

About CFA Act, 2016:

The legislatio provides an institutional mechanism to ensure utilization of amounts realised in
lieu of forest land diverted for. noforest purpose. The amount should be used such that we
can mitigate impact of diversion of such forest land.

About FRA, 2006:
The law oncerns the rights of foresdwelling communities to land and other resources, denied
to them over decades.

A Survey:

A macreanalysis of 2,548 plantations, and case studies of 63 CA plantation sites in Odisha,
Jharkhand, Maharashtra and Chhattisgarh, fogest righs group Community Forest Rights
Learning and Advocacy (GER) reveals that 60% of these are monocultural commercial
LI FydFrGAazyasz az2yYSiAaySa asSa dz) Ay GKS ylYS
out over forest lands both claimednd titled under the FRA, and even over dense natural
forests.
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The consent of the communities was not sought, violating their legal rights and leading to
livelihood distress.

Issues:

The compensatory afforestation (CA) funds have become a tool to fustnemgthen the forest
departments, undermine the authority of gram sabhas and defeat forest rights claims.
The draft rules recently released by the the Union environment, forest and climate change
ministry does not address concerns regarding FRA andthefgram sabhas

T

Across the states CA plantations have been set up on community forests, common lands,
homesteads, cultivable land, pastures and religious sites which belong to communities,
without their free, prior and informed consentAt least halfthe lands claimed as
GA2PGSNYYSyld F2NBaGé NS F2NBada oStz2y3aiy3
The ministry of tribal affairs (MoTA) has not intervened with the MOEFCC to defend the FRA
and has allowed it to issue guidelines for creating land banks foru€éf eevenue forest

lands and degraded forests on which people have recorded rights.

Sections 3(1)(i) and Section 5 of the FRA vests the right and authority for governance of
forests in thegram sabha The potential of FRA is hindered by a lack of palitill. Formal
recognition is issued to a mere 3% of claims, gndm sabhas are marginalizefdom
decision making.

The Act lacks a mechanism to monitor expenditure of funds, despite the comptroller and
auditor general (CAG) report, 2013 finding massnrsutilization by the forest department
(FD).

Communities are the best managers for the governance and conservation of forests:

Forest Survey of India reports show that forest cover in tribal districts, constituting 60% of the
O2 dzy i NB Q& (r2cortrédictddahd Badicinal t@Bd@Sd increased by 3,211 sg. km over
2001-03.

In Odisha alone, more than 12,000 seitiated forest protection groups cover more than 2
million hectares of forest. Thesmmmunityled initiativeshave successfully regenerated forests
by adopting sustainableuse practices, regeneration through traditional knowledge of forests
and species, guarding and penalizing poachers, among others.

Way forward:

T

T

One option can be the repeal of, or amendments to, the CAF Act, adopting a framework of
democratic forest governance as per the FRA as the principal approach for the governance
of CA.

The CAF Act needs to be integrated with the FRA and Pesa by cenkeringle ofgram
sabhasand incorporating land and forest rights guarantees.
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Conclusion:
The political class must show the will and take bold steps to review the CAF law, implement the
FRA in letter and spirit, and promote commurieg conservation iniditives.

Connecting the dots:

1 The Compensatory Afforestation Fund Act (CAF Act), 2016 conflicts the Forest Rights Act.
Analyze.

1 Communities are the best managers for the governance and conservation of forests. In this
light it is required that the CAF A@Q16 is brought in sync with the Forest Rights Act, 2006.
Discuss.

TOPIC

General Studies 2:

1 Government policies and interventions for_development in various sectors and issues
arising out of their design-and implementation.

General Studies 3:

1 Conservation, environmental pollution.-and degradation, environmental impact
assessment

Bringing in behavioral change to tackle climate change

Introduction:

Some changes in our lives creep upon us and before we know it they become part of our daily

habits This is true of changes in society as well as in nature.

For instance, consider the case of changes in Bengaluru city.

1 Earlier, Bangalore used to be known for its gardens and greenery. People use to drink water
off the taps and had no fans in théiouses.

f ¢2RIFI&% . Sy3rfdaNHz KFa 06S02YS | RS@Sft2LISR O
lake, of increasing incidences of diseases related to the low quality of air, and a falling public
health profile.

These problems are part of every town anty en India.

Environmental Performance Index 2018

India is among the bottom five countries according to EPI, 2018 (biennial report by Yale and
Columbia Universities along with the World Economic Forum).

1 The report ranks India 177 out of 180 countries.

9 India ranks 178 out of 180 as far as air quality is concerned.
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Its overall low ranking is linked to poor performance in the environment health policy and
deaths due to air pollution categories.

It is not just about pollution of nature but also of our behawirr

As our numbers continue to grow, we continue to increase our need for far more water, far
more food, far more land, far more transport and far more energy. As a result, we are
accelerating the rate at which we're changing our climate. In fact, ouviaes are not only
completely interconnected with but now also interact with, the complex system we live on:
Earth. It is important to understand how all this is connected.

Our relationship with nature has now become purely economic. We do not associetelves

as a part of nature because we use it for profit.

91 Forests are cut down for the profits of the lumber industry and to make room for livestock.

1 Animals that we are undoubtedly related to, that have senses and the ability to socialize are
slaudntered by the billions to feed an increasingly carnivorous population.

1 Resources such as oil and food are all unevenly distributed throughout the world and
therefore used as a platform for profit.

All the while the environment bears the grunt of ouegd.

This is how hegemonic power changes the natural and social worlds and we all tend to accept
these changes without much protest.

This change is so powerfully naturalised that those who question its nature and pace are often
portrayed negatively. This y Of dzRSa 06 S A W3 (IASNM SRS O RayPYH ByAIBAR ©
Humans have arrived at a situation where the very idea of development is only understood as a
means to appease the incited desires of individuals.

We live in a world where nations are increagy being viewed-as a machine. We live in a
a20AS0@ 6KSNBE Al A& a2 RAFFAOdzZ G G2 OKIFy3aAS
notion of development every town and city are affected in ways that have been detrimental to
the people living thee.

Conclusion:

The naturalisation of negative changes to our environment by us doesn't bode well for the
future of our planet. Habits of consuming as required, not wasting, being efficient while using
resources etc may go a long way in helping us chigeknenace of climate chang@verall a
behavioral change is required to win the battle of climate change.

Connecting the dots:
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1 Climate change is the result of our unsustainable of living. This was not so a few decades
back. The issue is that the changesur way of living over decades have been naturalised
by us. Thus, to tackle change what is required is behavioral change. Analyze.
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AGRICULTURE

TOPIC

General Studies 2:

1 Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors @&sties
arising out of their design and implementation.

General Studies 3:

1 Indian Economy and issues relating. to planning, mobilization of resources, growth,
development and employment

1 Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies

Farmers need econaic freedom

Introduction:
Farm incomes have virtually stagnated for the past four years, mostly owigdalting prices,
an output glut, large untimely imports and demonetisation.
India with a huge population dependent on agriculture for livelihood,raasing their
purchasing power becomes extremely important. Because the growth of larger economy
depends on economic potential and power of this group itself.
CKSNEF2NB>Y adzOK at2¢ 3IAINRSgOIK Ay TFIENY AyO02YS3
objective of doubling farmer incomes by 2022.
This article deals with
1 How to improve their incomes and productivity?
1 How to wean away a big chunk of the workforce from agriculture?
1 What are the concerns in farm sector?
1 Recent Budget measures.

Recent BudgeMeasures:

Some of the Budget measures deserve applaud:
1 Government has decided to offer a minimum support price (MSP) of at least 1.5 times
the expenses borne by farmers for all crops.
1 The tax holiday for farm producer companies, i.e. 100% tax deductofarmer
producer companies with annual turnover of Rs 100 crore for the period of 5 years.
1 Another farmfriendly measure was the announcement of 22,000 vilteyel mini
marts or Gramin Agricultural Markets (GrAMghat would enable a direct link bewen
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farmer producers and consumers, and thus bypass the burdensome APMCs (agricultural
produce market committees).

f AahLISNI GAZU2DNRBY20S CIFNYSNI t NEPRdAZOSNEQ h N
and processing. It aims to increase sHi®f of peristable commodities.

All these are a step in the right direction. However, there is need for a true solution than some
of the piecemeal Band Aitype fixes.

Concern:

The MSP has always been a political instrument. The recommendations of the Commission on
Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP) have often been overruled in the cabinet, to accommodate
the political demands of coalition partners from certain states.

The actual fiscal resource set aside for the large MSP hike is not very much. Besides, there is
some lack of clarity on the base for calculating the cost of cultivation.

It is important to note that since 1950s, the farm story has been one of continuous and
intrusive price and movement controls, monopoly food procurement, storage and distribution,
with massive attendant leakages, with innumerable piecemeal Bantypedfixes.

Farming is never accorded the status of a business, to be run along capitalist principles, with
unshackled economic freedom, so that the farmer can plan, sow, reap, sell ariduéts he

deems best.

Most of the famers are denied direct access to consumers, to forward markets, to capital,
technology and to corporate structure. And this is the basic flaw in our approach or farm policy.
Farmers are not free to sell to any buybey wish but must go through the APMC.

For example, for the past 10 years, all exports of pulses have been banned. This was
presumably for food security and price stability. But this export ban has hurt farmers, who
O2dz Ry Qi GF{1S FTR@GFyal3S 2F KAIK LINROSao®

LYRSSRZ AdQa Ay O2dzyiNAS&A 6KSNB o02dz2NBS2Aa O

Japan, Switzerland) that farmers enjoy a high standard of living.

When prices of food crops go up, the Central government swings into action, clampingpdown
exports, bringing in zerduty imports, imposing stocking and storage limits, and so on. But
when the opposite happens, that is when prices crash, often, there is no corresponding reverse
NE&OdzSd ¢KA& A& |y SEI YLX SagediturdipdliSy, vihifHpsraidsy
to this day.

The real solution:
Export restrictions must go. Monopoly procurement must go. Essential Commodities Act
restrictions must go. Arbitrary stocking limits must go.
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Therefore, in order to truly unshackle thiarmer and farm sector, it is important to accept the
paradigm that what the farmer needs is more economic freedom, not more price and quantity
controls, and cleverly designed subsidies.

For instance, removing the concept of a minimum export price focralbs is a step in that
direction. It acknowledges the right of the farmer to tap into an international price, without
constraint.

Doubling agricultural income by 2022 is a mammoth task but is also one that is the need of the
hour. With majority of the cdzy 4t NB Q& LR LJdzf A2y RSLISYRIy(d 2
development can be said to be meaningful unless it incorporates the needs of this sector.

There are intense complexities and therefore, the focus of the government on this sector is
muchnee$ R® ¢KS 22dz2NySeé (G2 R2dzwftS GKS FI NYSNEQ
journey has begun. The need is to ensure that the implementation in right direction by all
stakeholders is uniform, effective and done whole heartedly.

Connecting the dots:
1 Qitically analyze the strategies outlined by the Indian government to achieve the target
2T R2dz0ftAy3 FTIENYSNBEQ AyO02YS 0@ HAHHD 9f |
in Indian agriculture and what more is required to achieve the target.

TOPIC

General Studies 2:

1 Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues
arising out of their design and implementation.

General Studies 3:

1 Indian Economy.-and issues-—relating to planning;. mobilization=of resources, growth,
dewelopment and'employment

1 Issues relatedto direct and indirect farm subsidies

Achieving the goal of doubling farmers' income by 2022

In news:

The ministry of agriculture and farmers welfare recently organized conference to prepare a
strategy for doublindarm income by 2022Prime Minister Narendra Modi emphasized on four
ideas:

1 Reducing the cost of inputs.

1 Ensuring remunerative prices.

1 Reducing wastage at the farm level.
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1 Creating alternative sources of income.

After two consecutive years of drought, in 2018 and 201516, farmers of many crops were
hit by low market prices in several states in 216 In view of widespread discontent, there is
a sense of urgency about addressing their issues.

Variation in ago-climatic conditions:

Agriculture is subject to a lot of uncertainties, ranging from rainfall and pest attacks to market

prices.

Even within states, there is enormous variation in agiimatic conditions, extent of irrigation,

penetration of roads, pmimity to markets, and availability of credit through banking

infrastructure.

1 In Uttar Pradesh (UP), for exampM/estern UP farmers have access to irrigation and
banking infrastructure and are close to a large market in the National Capital Region. They
grow sugar cane, rice and wheat, for which they are assured a fair price as almost the entire
production of sugar cane is bought by sugar mills and rice and wheat are procured by the
government.

The agriculture in seven districts of Bundelkhand in. UP,elvew is mostly unirrigated,
farmers have smaller holdings, and do not have easy access to a large consuming market.

T ¢KS NBIdZANBYSydGa 2F tdzyal 6Qa | INRK OdzZ i dzNB
Maharashtra or Bihar.

1 The annual income of a farmotisehold in Punjab in 2013 (70thund National Sample
Survey) was Rs2,17,450 while in Bihar it was only Rs44,172. It is clear that doubling farmer
incomes in Punjab is not only much more difficult but will also require a completely
different strategy thann Bihar.

Therefore, the strategy for doubling farmer incomes wiffer from state to state, and from

one region to another even within a state

In March 2015, the government had set up a task force under Arvind Panagariya, which
submitted its reportthat year itself, but the report has not been made public.

Key issues that needs to be addressed:

The wasteful use of water for irrigation

The micrairrigation fund of Rs5,000 crore announced in the 2017 budget has not yet taken off
and wasteful practies in the use of water continue in most areas, especially in the northern
states.

Even in Punjab, we do not see any action on the emerging water crisis. Several ideas put
forward by experts continue to be discussed in conferences but state and centrenbaiaken

a single decision which would make a real difference to the wasteful use of water.

www.lASbaba.com

Y I



Page| 94

Model land leasing law

A model law prepared by NITI Aayog, has been circulated to states but they seem to have
ignored it. The Union ministry of rural developnt, which deals with the subject of land
leasing, has also haven't taken steps to see the implementation of the law.

Considering price deficiency payment (PDP) system

To ensure that farmers receive remunerative prices. This has been tried in Madhya Pradesh
(MP) in kharif 2017 and the results have not been very encouraging. The market price of some
crops, particularlyurad, continued to be much lower than the minimum sugat price (MSP) in

MP, yet only 42% ofirad production was brought to thenandisto avail of the benefit.

NITI Aayog needs to examine various alternatives to ensure MSP to farmers.

Conclusion:

The states need to be persuaded to put useful and innogatieas recommended by various
committees and in conferences into practice for the goal of doubling famers' income by 2022 is
to be achieved.

Connecting the dots:
1 Any strategy for doubling farmers' income must vary from state to state and from one
regionto other region within a state. Disucss.
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GOVERNANCE

TOPIC

General studies 3

1 Indian Economy

General studies 4

9 Ethics and human interface
1 Probity in governance

Unethicality in India

Background:

India was ranked the most unethical of 13 mag@onomies in the 2016 Global Business Ethics

{ dZNBSes o0SKAYR S@Sy . NI Af |y R-Pacific FralkdBurveyl a
F2dzy R GKI G dzySGKAOIFE LIN» OGAOSa INBS NRAFS Ay

Introduction:

Seventy years after Independenaaed more than 25 years after landmark economic reforms,
India, despite its many obvious attractions, is seen as a tough place to do business in.
Red tape and the inconsistent and arbitrary manner in which our governments have
administered taxes and invesent rules and regulationsAlso, Indians are seen as highly
unethical.

Unethicality not just restricted to politicians and civil servants:

1 This is not just about politicians. Political corruption plagues many societies.
Even the Scandinavians are ndtoae making payffs when it suits their interests as we
saw in the Bofors scandal.

1 The negative perception of India is not even about our civil servants. True, India ranked 79th
2dzi 2F mMTc O2dzy GNAS& Ay ¢NIF yaLI NE&yhdek andy (0 S|
last year the same organisation found India to be the most corrupt country among the 16
Asia Pacific countries surveyed. Nearly seven in 10 Indians who had accessed public services
T be it schools, hospitals, official documents, utility seeg, the police or courts had
paid a bribe versus only 0.2 per cent in Japan, the least corrupt country.

The decline of public morality is now mirrored by fall in ethics in the private sector.

The cancer of corruption has spread well beyond the corsdudrpower to our educated and

affluent elitest professionals, salaried employees and businessmemho are increasingly on

the take.
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Corruption in public life:

f C2NBAIY Ay@Saidz2NB FyR O2YLI yASa O2YLX | AY
concept of good faith in negotiations.

1 Legal agreements are routinely flouted.

lllegal diversion of profits by promoters is common.

f The nonperforming loan crisisi/IRAF Qa4 o6Fyla Aa fFNABSft& RdzS
capitalists with the connivance of bank executives.

These dishonest practices are carried abroad. Indians in the management ranks are known for

taking cuts on deals and purchasing contracts. Indiames feature disproportionately in

insider trading scandals on Wall Street and the City in London. Even in Silicon Valley, Indians

dealing with outsourced staffing for technology companies are notorious for collecting

facilitation fees through their sp@es.

=

Cause of concern:

Back in the days of the licence raj, many blamed corruption in India on red tape and socialist
controls. However, even as the economy has been liberalised to a great extent since 1991,
corruption has only grown worse and today infeaot just government but Indian businesses
and corporate life.

Even lowincome levels are no excuse dishonesty appears to have more than outpaced rising
compensation packages.

The corroding ethical fabric of the country is not just an issue of mpralitits own sake. No
economy can perform at a high level without a basic level of integrity.

Unethical behaviour destroys trust. As trust erodes, the cost of doing business will soar,
FFFSOGAYI LYRAFQ& O2YLISGAGAGSYSaa FyR G0N

Conclusion:

Stricter rules and regulations and better policing of businessesarsolution for improving

ease f doing business. No amount of compliance and governance can substitute for sound
moral fibre.

We need to reflect more on the state of our morality as a nation.

Connecting the dots:
91 India was ranked the most unethical of h&jor economies in the 2016 Global Business
Ethics Survey. Unethical business practices is on rise. Analyze.

TOPIC
General Studies 2:
9 Issues related to welfare schemes
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1 Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues
arising out of their design and implementation.

1 Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States
and the performance of these schemes; mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies
constituted for the protection and bettermentf these vulnerable sections

Economic Survey 20167 on Misallocation of centrally sponsored schemes (CSS)

Introduction:
Economic Survey 2018 has highlighted the weakness of existing welfare schemes which are
riddled with misallocation, leakages and ksion of the poor. It has pushed the case for
implementing UBI to weed out these problems.
The below article analyzes the followigg

1 Weakness in resource allocation of centrally sponsored schemes (C&pgecially

YAAlLff20FGA2Y 2 T urdeKabros3 @iffdr8nidisiidsy G Qa NB & 2
1 What explains this misallocation of resources across districts?
1 What are the consequences-of such misallocation of resources?

Districtwise spending of the below provided six top CSS (for FY16) which accounts for more
than 50% of total CSS spending has been analyzed in order to check if indeed there is
YAalLft20F0A2y 2F (KS F20SNYYSyiQa NBa2dz2NOSa
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS)

Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA)

Mid Day Meal Scheme (MDM)

Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY)

Pradhan Mantri-Awas Yojana (PMAY) and

Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM)

o gk wnNPRE

Outcome of the result:
The survey has found the followiRg
Misallocation of resources across districts
1 There is poor welfarspending per person in dérent districts. In other words, the poor
belonging to a poor district receive less welfare spending than the poor from richer
districts.
1 This can be observed in Figure 1 below. It shows the scatter plot of distsietper
poor spending under these sschemes against head count ratio.
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f LRSIFffeX GLISN) LI22NE &ALISYRAYy3I &aKz2dzZ R o685
not matter whether the poor person is a resident of district A or district B, welfare
spending per person should be the same. Howgvke actual per poor spending is
downward sloping (red line).

Figure 1
Welfare spending on poor across districts
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Figure 2
Welfare spending and own revenue of states
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Pic link:
http:// www.livemint.com/r/LiveMint/Period2/2018/02/15/Photos/Processed/g _oped web.jpg

What explains this misallocation of resources across districts?

1 It is important to note that States have to provide fomatching grant to get funds
from the Centre for CSS.

i States such as Bihar and Jharkhand have often represented that they have limited
resourcesand arg 20 6t S (2 LINR Qth é8ble ih&nSto dcdebsite Q a
required funds under CSS.

1 Another important factor leading to this situation is theefficient administrative
capacity of poor districtdeading to poor implementation of schemes.

Economic Survey 201%/ has observed thag
1 Since richer districts have better administrative capacities, they implement schemes
effectively. Their spending on wWafe schemes is relatively greater than poor districts.
(Fig2 explains this)
1 As the own tax revenue (OTR) of states goes up, their per poor spending also goes up.
Their capability to contribute towards matching the grant for CSS goes up because of
which they can get more CSS funding from the Centre.

What are the consequences of such misallocation of resources?
According to the Survey, misallocation of funds read to exclusion error

For instance, in MGNREGA schame
T LF¥ I RAAGNK OO O is greakeNdn i&s Sharé & total fpoord it 3Sciassified
a | G&dzNLX dz&¢ RAAUGNAOGES 20KSNBAaAS | GRS
f LY GKA&a &AO0OKSYS 0SOlFdzAS 2F YAalftt20FA2y >
YI22NAGe 2F (GKS LIZ2NJ RAaUONROGa INB Ay aR
Economic Survey has observed that
T LY GKS GRSTAOAGE RAAGUNAOGaAaXE GKS | SR [/ 2dz
workers ratio is just 33%.

T hy (GKS 20GKSNJ KIYRX AY @a&adzNLJ dza¢ RA a0 NR Q|

registeredworkers is 50% (numbers for 2018).
1 The lower activeegistered worker ratio in poorer districts implies that the chances of
exclusion error are higher. The same trend is observed in other schemes as well.

The way ahead:
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First, there is a need t@tionalize existing welfare schemes

T

The Union government at present runs hundreds of social welfare schemes (675 Central
sector schemes as per Budget 2a13).

A large majority of these are small in terms of allocation with the top six to seven
schemesaccounting for about 50% of total welfare spending.

On top of this there are thousands of other schemes that different state governments
run.

Implementing such a large number of schemes efficiently, specially by states with weak
administrative capacityputs a tremendous burden on states.

The BK. Chaturvedi committee report (201had observed thag

T

Welfare and other such schemes should either be weeded out or merged for
convergence with larger sectoral schemes or be transferred to states, whicthean
continue with these schemes based on their requirements.

Small outlays anyway do not achieve the objective of making an impact across the
states.

Second, Economic survey proposesU@i in place of many of the existing schemes.

Connecting the dts:

T

Can UBI fix the weakness of existing welfare schemes which are riddled with
misallocation, leakages and exclusion of the poor? Critically examine.

(or)

Critically examine the need for rationalizing existing welfare schemes and
implementation of UBI toweed out weakness of existing welfare schemes such as
misallocation, leakages and exclusion-of the poor.
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

TOPIC

General Studies 3:

9 Science and Technologgievelopments and their applications and effects in everyday life
Achievements of Indians in science & technology; indigenization of technology and
developing new technology.

Avrtificial Intelligence: Potential Benefits & Risks

What is Al?

LY A& GKS aaOASYyOS |yR Sy3AiySSNAyniligehtt Y
O2YLJzi SNJ LINRPINI Yaéd 'L SylofSa AydaStftAasSyd
human abilities like speech, facial, object or gesture recognition, learning, problem solving,
reasoning, perception and response.

Al enables machines tthink intelligently, somewhat akin to the intelligence human beings
employ to learn, understand, think, decide, or solve a problem in their daily personal or
professional lives. Intelligence is intangible.

The present wave of enthusiasm in Al is backedhe industry, with Apple, Amazon, Google,
Facebook, IBM, Microsoft and Baidu in the lead. Automotive industry is also unleashing benefits
of Al for seHdriving cars, led by Tesla, Merceel®enz, Google and Uber.

Realworld examples from around us:

1 Alempowered cars are already under rigorous testing and they are quite likely to ply on the
roads soon.

1 The social humanoitbbot Sophia became a citizen®dudi Arabia in 2017.

f LI SQa AyaStftAaSyld LISNE2YIF f | tardchvathiHuyfain = { 7
beings in natural language.

1 Autonomous weapons can execute military missions on their own, identify and engage
targets without any human intervention.

i Facial detection has instated deep interest from law enforcement and security agencie
China is known to be building a massive facial recognition system, connected with its
surveillance camera networks, to assist in detecting criminals and fugitives.

1 Alis also changing the ways militaries command, train, and deploy their forces.

Applications of Al:
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1 Gaming industry, where Al empowered computers can think of a large number of possible
positions in games such as chess, poker, and go. These computers can test the skills of the|
human beings who are playing against these Al enabled compiregames or simulations
which require greater mathematical and strategic depth.

1 Computers with natural language processing capability can understand and generate
human language, including speech, imitating human capabilities of listening,
comprehending, ltinking and responding.

1 Law enforcement or internal security requirements for detecting and recognizing individuals
or criminals, with multitudes of data streaming from police databases or the network of
surveillance cameras.

1 Healthcare industry to desigoptimized treatment plans, assistance in repetitive jobs, data
management for medical records, or even assistance in clinical decision making with better
analysis of diagnostics and interpretation of clinical laboratory results.

1 Banking and financiadervices for fraud detection using advanced algorithms to identify
patterns in transactions and consumer behaviors which are risk prone.

1 Automotive industry is already using Al algorithms to enhance fuel efficiency and safety in
vehicles to build featuresuch as automatic braking, collision avoidance systems, alerts for
pedestrian and cyclists, and intelligent cruise controls.

Indian Context:

India fares average in the surging competition for Al technology development. There is no
clearly stated policy a@acument or vision statement for Al development.

In February 2018, the Department of Defence Production has constitutedraeibtber task

force to study the use of Al for both military applications and techncelirgyen economic
growth.

Applications in Indan context:

The potential benefits are plenty, from basic sectors like healthcare, governance and economy

to the specialized ones like foreign policy and defence and security.

1 Reforms in governaned\l can actually help with process optimization and @astings for
the government, in addition to solving some strategic problems or assisting in decision
making.

T LYRAIF KlFla 2yS 2F GKS ¢g2NI RQa fFNBSA&G | dzi 2
consumption base. Al applications have vast scop@enautomotive sector, ranging from
enhancing fuel efficiency to passenger safety to the concept oflsiwihg vehicles.

1 Al can augment the potential of government and private sector to deliver healthcare
services and products with improved drug safdigtter diagnosis and analysis of clinical
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reports for preventive and accurate treatment. More advanced applications of Al extend to
the domains of foreign, defence and security policies.

Defence and foreign policy decisions are based on immense cogaitisieintangible
skillsets.

As Al evolves further, it could play a vital role in analyzing large data sets, intelligence
inputs, imagery  from  satelltes or other airborne  platforms  etc.
Such detailed analyses can supplement individual and organisatioti} doring bilateral

or multilateral negotiations, and military standoffs or geopolitical conflicts.

Summary of Potential Benefits of Al and Risks:

Sector Potential Benefits Potential Risks
Process Optimization & Co Lack of Technical Competen
Governance Saving
Inability to Synchronizt
Decision Making & Problem Goals/Expectations
Solving

Dependence on Foreign Technolog
Human Resources Management
Next Generation of Econom Ecoromic Competition & Espionac

Economy Growth

Threats to Intellectual Propert
Spurring Innovatior

Loss of Conventional Jobs
Value and Job Creation

Selfdriving Cars Regulatory Challenge
Automotive
Industry Enhanced fuel efficienc Overdependence on Technology
Enhances Safety Featur: Software Error, Defect or Failul
Optimize Logistics & Supply Chal Susceptible to Hacking/Interference
Decision Making (Tactical
Defence & Strategic) Dependence on Foreign Technolc
Security

Trainings and Wagaming Human Safety & Securil

Logistics, Fleet Manageme! Software Error, Defect or Failul
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Periodic Maintenance Potential Weapons Arms Race
Intelligence Analysi:

Face Recognition &  Crime

Prevention

Decision Makinc Lack of Cognitive Data for De:
Foreign Policy Learning

Scenario Analysi

Multilateral Rules of the Roa
Analysis of Historical Data/Even
Technology Acceptance in Decisi

Negotiations Making
Information Analysis Lack of Data from Other Countrie
Public Diplomacy Dependence on Foreign Technolc

Potential Weapons Arms Race

Drug Discovery and Safe Training Doctors and Paramedic
Healthcare Staff

Diagnosis and-Lab Results Analy

Generating Awarenes
Preventive Care

Acceptance of Al in Medical Practic
Insurance Risk Assessment

Technology Affordability

Challengs for India:

Akin to any advanced technology, Al also has its own set of risks.

1 Al has to meet the first and foremoshallenge of acceptabilityith the users from the
government, public sector and the armed forces, or even the private sector.
Technical competence in this fasaced sector, primarily in the case of government, could
be a road block.
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1 Al can better adapt to the goals and expectations of the Indian decision makers, if the
technology development is indigenous. Foreign dependencethia case would be
detrimental and unproductive.

1 Al has set off an economic and technological competition, which will further intensify. Any
delay in recognizing the benefits and in innovating will limit India's ability to draw the
economic advantage.

Gonclusion:

More than a technology developer or consumer, India can play a vital role in defining the
multilateral rules of the road and help setting up of best ethical standards, ensuring safe and
beneficial Artificial Intelligence for all.

Connecting thadots:

1 What do you mean by Atrtificial Intelligence? Discuss its potential benefits and associated
risks. Also highlight the challenges in adoption of Al in Indian context.
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Prelims + Mains Focus

Allahabad High Court judge Shukla to be impeached

Part of: (Mains and Prelimpeneral Studiedl: Governance and Polity

In News:

Chief Justice of Indidipak Misrarecommended the removal of Justi&hri Narayan Shuklaf
the Allahabad High Court.

0

w

(0]

A threejudge panel examined the role of Justice SN Shukla immigical admissions
scam In their report to the Chief Justice of India, the panel recommended the judge's
removal after he refused to step down.

The role of Justice Shukla came under scarafer he permitted a private medical
college to admit students despite a government ban.

Understanding Basicgimportant for Prelims)

Removal of High Court Judge

O¢ O«

O«

v

o

A judge of a high court can be removed from his office by an order of the President.

The Pesident can issue the removal order only after an address by the Parliament has
been presented to him in the same session for such removal.

The address must be supported by a special majority of each House of Parliament (i.e., a
majority of the total membeship of that House and majority of not less than tnirds

of the members of that House present and voting).

The grounds of removal are twgoroved misbehaviour or incapacity.

Thus, a judge of a high court can be removed in the same manner and on teegsanmds as a
judge of the Supreme Court.

Do you know?

The procedure relating to the removal of a judge of the High Court by the process of
impeachment is regulated byhe Judges Enquiry Act (1968).

1. A removal motion should be signed by 100 members (incidmee of Lok Sabha) or 50

members (in the case of Rajya Sabha) and it is to be given to the Speaker/Chairman.

2. The Speaker/Chairman may admit the motion or refuse to admit it.

www.lASbaba.com




Pagel| 107

3. If it is admitted, then the Speaker/Chairman is to constitute a thremmber comnittee
to investigate into the charges.
The committee should consist of
(a) the chief justice or a judge of the Supreme Court,
(b) a chief justice of a high court, and
(c) a distinguished jurist.
4. If the committee finds the judge to be guilty of misbehaviour soiffering from an
incapacity, the House can take up the consideration of the motion.
5. After the motion is passed by each House of Parliament by special majority, an address
is presented to the president for removal of the judge.
6. Finally, the president pass&n order removing the judge.

It is interesting to know that no judge of a high court has been impeached so far.
Things to do:
0 Know the appointment of judges of High Court and Supreme Court and related articles

(Refer Indian Polity by Laxmikant®mD.Basu)

Article link: http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/allahabaehigh-court-judge-shuklato-
be-impeached/article2259845&ce

Q{ dzLJISNX¥22Yy ¢NAEf 23 QY {dzLJSNJ . tdz2S . ft22R az22y

Part of: General Studied and IlI: Space; Science and Technology

In News:
0 January 31 witnessed a rare three lunar phenomenon: A supermoon, a blue moon and a
blood moon.
0 This was the first time all threevents occurred simultaneously since 18G6&ore than
150 years ago.
0 This phenomenon was visible in large parts of the US, reatitern Europe, Russia,

Asia, the Indian Ocean, the Pacific, and Australia.
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Pic link:
https://d39gegkjaqduz9.cloudfront.net/TH/2018/02/01/CNI/Chennai/TH/5 01/205bf5bf b7b5
7471 1 mr.jpg

Do you know?
O The next blue moontotal il NJ SOf ALJAS 62y Qi o6S dzy(iAf 5
NASA.

Terms explained(Important for Prelims and Mains)
Blue moon, supermoon and blood moon coincided on a total lunar eclipse day, also called
"Chandra Grahan".

Lunar eclipse
0 The lunar eclipsés a phenomenon that occurs when the Earth, moon and sun are in
perfect alignment, blanketing the moon in the Earth's shadow.
0 In total lunar eclipse, the direct sunlight is completely blocked by the earth's shadow.

Blue Moon
0 "Blue Moon" is the term used ken a second full moon in a calendar month. Jan 31
witnessed first lunar eclipse of the year and had second full moon in the month. This is

called "Blue Moon". In addition, the moon will appear crimson in colour.

Blood Moon
0 During total lunar eclipseyhen the moon gets shadowed by earth, the sunlight passes
through the earth's atmosphere and breaks down. The red part of the sunlight gets least
refracted, giving moon the tinge of orangish red. This is called "Blood Moon".

Supermoon
0 When the eclipse hamened, the moon was close to earth by 60,000 km against the
average distance between the moon and the earth. The moon appeared brighter and
bigger. This is called "supermoon”.
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Lb{ VYIN}ye o622a0Ga bl geQa FANBLIZGSNJ

Part of: (PrelimsDefence, Security

Keypointers:

O INS Karanj,b I @& Qa  (-d-theNdR Scbrpdnel 8lass submarine was launched
recently.
The new submarine is named after the earlier Kalvari class INS Karanj, which was
decommissioned in 2003.
Earlier launchestwo Scorpene submarinas INS klavariand INS Khanderi
Pending launchesremaining three submarines Vela, VagiandVagsheer

O«

O¢ O«

Link:
https://d39gegkjaqduz9.clodfront.net/TH/2018/02/01/CNI/Chennai/TH/5 09/abb62ae0 1849
643 101 mr.jpg

Do you know?

0 Six Scorpene class submarinage being built undeProject 75by the Mazagon Dock
Shipbuilders Limited (MDSL), Mumbai.
India andFrancecollaboration ($3.75 billion technology transfer)
Programme has been delayed by four years due to construction delays.
¢tKS {O2N1JSyS Oflaa Aa GKS bl geqQa TFANRID
two decades, since INS Sindhushastra was produoed Russia in July 2000.
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