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Q.1) Consider the following events: 

1. The first democratically elected communist party government formed in a State in India. 

2. India’s then largest bank, ‘Imperial Bank of India’, was renamed ‘State Bank of India’. 

3. Air India was nationalised and became the national carrier. 

4. Goa became a part of independent India. 

Which of the following is the correct chronological sequence of the above events? 

(a) 4-1-2-3 

(b) 3-2-1-4 

(c) 4-2-1-3 

(d) 3-1-2-4 

Solution (b) 

In 1953, the Government of India passed the Air Corporations Act and nationalized Air India. 

The Imperial Bank of India (IBI) was the oldest and the largest commercial bank of the Indian 

subcontinent, and was subsequently transformed into State Bank of India in 1955. 

The first democratically elected communist government was in the South Indian state of Kerala 

in 1957, with E.M.S. Namboodiripad as its head. 

When India became independent in 1947, Goa remained under Portuguese control. On 

December 19, 1961, Goa officially became part of India and two years later, held its first general 

election. 

Remember- Such questions don’t need special preparation. It depends on your memory power 

as well as analytical approach (looking at the option). Any standard source is enough to handle 

such questions provided you are thorough with the chronological developments.  

IASbaba’s Reference 

ILP Value Add- Economy and AIR Discussion 
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Q.2) Right to Privacy is protected as an intrinsic part of Right to Life and Personal Liberty. Which 

of the following in the Constitution of India correctly and appropriately imply the above 

statement? 
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(a) Article 14 and the provisions under the 42nd Amendment to the Constitution 

(b) Article 17 and the Directive Principles of State Policy in Part IV 

(c) Article 21 and the freedoms guaranteed in Part III 

(d) Article 24 and the provisions under the 44th Amendment to the Constitution 

Solution (c) 

Right to privacy was often in news. A nine-judge Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court on 

August 24, 2017 ruled that right to privacy is “intrinsic to life and liberty” and is inherently 

protected under the various fundamental freedoms enshrined under Part III of the Indian 

Constitution. 

"Right to Privacy is an integral part of Right to Life and Personal Liberty guaranteed in Article 21 

of the Constitution," the SC's nine-judge bench ruled unanimously. 

IASbaba reference: 

AIPTS Test 21 and ILP 2018 FULL MOCK 1 
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https://iasbaba.com/2017/11/india-radio-air-sc-decision-right-privacy/ 

 

https://iasbaba.com/2017/09/rstv-big-picture-sc-ruling-privacy-implications/ 

Reference: 

1. http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/privacy-is-a-fundamental-right-under-article-

21-rules-supreme-court/article19551224.ece 

2. https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/right-to-privacy-is-a-fundamental-right-

supreme-court/articleshow/60203394.cms 

 

Q.3) Consider the following: 

1. Areca nut 

2. Barley 

3. Coffee 

https://iasbaba.com/2017/11/india-radio-air-sc-decision-right-privacy/
https://iasbaba.com/2017/09/rstv-big-picture-sc-ruling-privacy-implications/
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/privacy-is-a-fundamental-right-under-article-21-rules-supreme-court/article19551224.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/privacy-is-a-fundamental-right-under-article-21-rules-supreme-court/article19551224.ece
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/right-to-privacy-is-a-fundamental-right-supreme-court/articleshow/60203394.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/right-to-privacy-is-a-fundamental-right-supreme-court/articleshow/60203394.cms
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4. Finger millet 

5. Groundnut 

6. Sesamum 

7. Turmeric 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs has announced the Minimum Support Price for 

which of the above? 

(a) 1, 2, 3 and 7 only 

(b) 2, 4, 5 and 6 only 

(c) 1, 3, 4, 5 and 6 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 

Solution (b) 

The MSP is announced by the Government of India for 25 crops currently at the beginning of 

each season viz. Rabi and Kharif.  

Following are the 25 crops covered by MSP: 

Kharif Crops Rabi Crops Other Crops 

1. Paddy 15. Wheat 22. Copra 

2. Jowar 16. Barley 23. De-husked coconut 

3. Bajra 17. Gram 24. Raw Jute 

4. Maize 18. Masur (Lentil) 25. Sugar Cane (Fair 

and remunerative 

price) 

5. Ragi 19. Rapeseed/Mustard  

6. Arhar (Tur) 20. Safflower  

7. Moong 21. Toria  

8. Urad   

9. Cotton   

10. Groundnut in 

shell 
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11. Sunflower seed   

12. Soyabeen   

13. Sesamum   

14. Nigerseed   

 

IASbaba reference: 

ILP Value Add- Set 5 Block 1 

 

Q.82) Set 5 Block 1: Economics & Current Affairs (ILP 2018) 
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Q.4) In which one of the following States is Pakhui Wildlife Sanctuary located? 

(a) Arunachal Pradesh 

(b) Manipur 

(c) Meghalaya 

(d) Nagaland 

Solution (a) 

Pakhui Wildlife Sanctuary lies in the foothills of the Eastern Himalaya in the East Kameng 

District of Arunachal Pradesh. It was declared a sanctuary in 1977, and was earlier part of the 

Khellong Forest Division. It has been declared as a tiger reserve in 2002 based on a proposal in 

1999.  

 

Q.5) With reference to India’s satellite launch vehicles, consider the following statements: 
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1. PSLVs launch the satellites useful for Earth resources monitoring whereas GSLVs are 

designed mainly to launch communication satellites. 

2. Satellites launched by PSLV appear to remain permanently fixed in the same position in 

the sky, as viewed from a particular location on Earth. 

3. GSLV Mk III is a four-stage launch vehicle with the first and third stages using solid 

rocket motors, and the second and fourth stages using liquid rocket engines. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1 and 2 

(d) 3 only 

Solution (a) 

Both PSLV (Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle) and GSLV (Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle) 

are the satellite-launch vehicles (rockets) developed by ISRO. 

PSLV is designed mainly to deliver the “earth-observation” or “remote-sensing” satellites with 

lift-off mass of up to about 1750 Kg to Sun-Synchronous circular polar orbits of 600-900 Km 

altitude. 

The remote sensing satellites orbit the earth from pole-to-pole (at about 98 deg orbital-plane 

inclination). 

PSLV is a four-staged launch vehicle with first and third stage using solid rocket motors and 

second and fourth stages using liquid rocket engines. 

The GSLV is designed mainly to deliver the communication-satellites to the highly elliptical 

(typically 250 x 36000 Km) Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit (GTO). 

Due to their geo-synchronous nature, the satellites in these orbits appear to remain 

permanently fixed in the same position in the sky, as viewed from a particular location on Earth, 

thus avoiding the need of a tracking ground antenna and hence are useful for the 

communication applications. 

Two versions of the GSLV are being developed by ISRO. The first version, GSLV Mk-II, has the 

capability to launch satellites of lift-off mass of up to 2,500 kg to the GTO and satellites of up to 

5,000 kg lift-off mass to the LEO. GSLV MK-II is a three-staged vehicle with first stage using solid 

rocket motor, second stage using Liquid fuel and the third stage, called Cryogenic Upper Stage, 

using cryogenic engine. 
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IASbaba’s Reference: 

 ILP Value Add- Science Series- Space, AIPTS-24 
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Q.6) With reference to the governance of public sector banking in India, consider the following 

statements: 

1. Capital infusion into public sector banks by the Government of India has steadily 

increased in the last decade. 

2. To put the public sector banks order, the merger of associate banks with the parent 

State Bank of India has been affected. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution (b) 
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Capital infusion into public sector banks by the Government of India has steadily decreased in 

the last decade. Second statement is correct. 

Reference: https://data.gov.in/resources/capital-infusion-public-sector-banks-government-

2009-10-2014-2015 

 

Q.7)  Consider the following items: 

1. Cereal grains hulled 

2. Chicken eggs cooked 

3. Fish processed and canned 

4. Newspapers containing advertising material 

Which of the above items is/are exempted under GST (Goods and Services Tax) ? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Solution (a) 

Certain goods are kept under nil or 0% GST rate to benefit the masses. The following 

infographic will tell you what items are exemptions under GST. 

https://data.gov.in/resources/capital-infusion-public-sector-banks-government-2009-10-2014-2015
https://data.gov.in/resources/capital-infusion-public-sector-banks-government-2009-10-2014-2015
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Also many have confusion between option (a) and (c). Newspapers containing advertising 

material is under GST. (Refer to below link) 

Reference: 

1. https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/government-clarifies-on-

gst-on-newspaper-ad-space-sale/articleshow/60196560.cms 

2. http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/centre-specifies-5-gst-for-advertising-

space-in-print-media/article19547132.ece 

 

Q.8) Consider the following statements: 

1. The definition of “Critical Wildlife Habitat” is incorporated in the Forest Rights Act, 2006. 

2. For the first time in India, Baigas have been given Habitat Rights. 

3. Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change officially decides and 

declares Habitat Rights for Primitive and Vulnerable Tribal Groups in any part of India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Solution (a) 

First two statements are correct. 3rd statement is wrong as Environment, Forest and Climate 

Change does not officially decide and declare Habitat Rights. 

As per the Forest Rights Act, 2006 (FRA), the Gram Sabha has been assigned substantial role for 

implementation of the provisions of the Act.  

Under the Forest Rights Act, 2006, the Gram Sabha has been assigned the following roles for 

implementing the provisions of the Act:  

To initiate the process for determining the nature and extent of individual or community forest 

rights or both that may be given to the forest dwelling Scheduled Tribes and other traditional 

forest dwellers within the local limits of its jurisdiction under the Act by receiving claims, 

consolidating and verifying them and preparing a map delineating the area of each 

recommended claim in such manner as may be prescribed for exercise of such rights and then 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/government-clarifies-on-gst-on-newspaper-ad-space-sale/articleshow/60196560.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/government-clarifies-on-gst-on-newspaper-ad-space-sale/articleshow/60196560.cms
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/centre-specifies-5-gst-for-advertising-space-in-print-media/article19547132.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/centre-specifies-5-gst-for-advertising-space-in-print-media/article19547132.ece
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pass a resolution to that effect and thereafter forward a copy of the same to the Sub-Divisional 

Level Committee. 

IASbaba reference: 

Q.12) 2018 IASbaba’s 60 Days Plan Full Mock 2, AIPTS- 31 

https://iasbaba.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/60-Days-2018-IASbabas-Open-Mock-2.pdf 

 

Reference: 

1. http://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/baiga-tribals-become-india-s-first-community-to-

get-habitat-rights-52452 

2. http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-dna-exclusive-centre-sends-guidelines-to-notify-

critical-wildlife-habitats-to-states-2586151 

 

Q.9 Consider the following: 

1. Birds 

2. Dust blowing 

3. Rain 

4. Wind blowing 

Which of the above spread plant diseases? 

https://iasbaba.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/60-Days-2018-IASbabas-Open-Mock-2.pdf
http://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/baiga-tribals-become-india-s-first-community-to-get-habitat-rights-52452
http://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/baiga-tribals-become-india-s-first-community-to-get-habitat-rights-52452
http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-dna-exclusive-centre-sends-guidelines-to-notify-critical-wildlife-habitats-to-states-2586151
http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-dna-exclusive-centre-sends-guidelines-to-notify-critical-wildlife-habitats-to-states-2586151
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(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 3 and 4 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Solution (d) 

All the given factors – Birds, Dust, Rain and Wind – spread plant diseases 

 

Q.10) With reference to organic farming in India, consider the following statements: 

1. ‘The National ‘Programme for Organic Production’ (NPOP) is operated under the 

guidelines and‘ directions of the Union Ministry of Rural Development. 

2. ‘The Agricultural and Processed Food Product Export Development Authority‘ (APEDA) 

functions as the Secretariat for the implementation of NPOP. 

3. Sikkim has become India’s first fully organic State. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Solution (b) 

Statement 1 is wrong. ‘National Programme for Organic Production’ (NPOP) is operated under 

the guidelines and directions of the Ministry of Commerce & Industry. 

The other 2 statements are correct as APEDA functions as the Secretariat for the 

implementation of NPOP. Sikkim is India’s first fully organic State. 

IASbaba reference:  

AIPTS- 26 and Daily Quiz 
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Reference: 

1. http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/label-mandatory-for-food-certified-as-

organic-from-july/article22378459.ece 

2. http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=155000 

3. http://apeda.gov.in/apedawebsite/organic/organic_contents/Chapter_2.pdf 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/label-mandatory-for-food-certified-as-organic-from-july/article22378459.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/label-mandatory-for-food-certified-as-organic-from-july/article22378459.ece
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=155000
http://apeda.gov.in/apedawebsite/organic/organic_contents/Chapter_2.pdf
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Q.11) Regarding Money Bill, which of the following statement is not correct? 

a) A bill shall be deemed to be a Money Bill if it contains only provisions relating to 

imposition, abolition, remission, alternation or regulation of any tax. 

b) A Money Bill has provisions for the custody of the Consolidated Fund of India or the 

Contingency Fund of India. 

c) A Money Bill is concerned with the appropriation of moneys out of the contingency 

Fund of India. 

d) A Money Bill deals with the regulation of borrowing of money or giving of any guarantee 

by the Government of India. 

Solution (c) 

Reference: IASbaba Value Add Notes- ILP 2018: Set 4 Block 2-Polity. Have asked several 

questions on Money bill in AIPTS and ILP. Could be easily solved.  
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Q.12) With reference to the election of the President of India, consider the following 

statements 

1. The value of the vote of each MLA varies from State to State. 

2. The value of the vote of MPs of the Lok Sabha is more than the value of the vote of MPs 

of the Rajya Sabha. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Solution (a) 

1st Statement is correct  

Value of Vote of an MLA from UP = 208, Sikkim = 7, Karnataka =131, Delhi= 58 

The formula for determining the number of votes held by an MP is: 

 Value of an MP Vote = The sum of vote value of elected members of all the Legislative 

Assemblies/ The sum of elected members of both the houses of Parliament 

 Total Members of Parliament (Elected) = Lok Sabha (543) + Rajya Sabha (233) = 776 

 Value of each vote = 549,495 / 776 = 708.11, rounded to 708 

 Total value of votes of Parliament = 776 × 708 = 549,408 



UPSC CSE PRELIMS -KEY & EXPLANATION  2018
 

www.iasbaba.com Page 21 
 

The number of votes for MPs are as follows: 

Name of the House 

Number of 

Parliamentary seats 

(elective) 

Value of the vote of 

each MP 

Total value of votes 

for the House 

Lok Sabha 543 708 384,444 

Rajya Sabha 233 708 164,964 

Total 776 708 549,408 

 

The Value of Votes of MPs of LS (3.8L) >  which is more than the Value of Votes of MPs of RS (1.6L) 

Note- Second statement may not be correct since it is asking about value of vote not votes. Depends on 

how UPSC interpret it. Answer should be (a)  

Reference: IASbaba Value Add Notes- ILP 2018: Set 4 Block 2-Polity and AIPTS- 16 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lok_Sabha
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rajya_Sabha
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Q.13) In the Indian context, what is the implication of ratifying the ‘Additional Protocol’ with 

the ‘International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)’ 

a) The civilian nuclear reactors come under IAEA safeguards. 

b) The military nuclear installations come under the inspection of IAEA. 

c) The country will have the privilege to buy uranium from the Nuclear Suppliers Group 

(NSG) 

d) The country automatically becomes a member of the NSG. 

Solution (a) 

Reference: IASbaba Value Add Notes- ILP 2018: Science Series - Energy and Defence Series 

and Set 2 Block 3-Solution Q.74 
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Q.14) Consider the following countries: 

1. Australia 

2. Canada 

3. China 

4. India 

5. Japan 

6. USA 

Which of the above are among the ‘free trade partners’ of ASEAN? 

a) 1, 2, 4 and 5 

b) 3, 4, 5 and 6 
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c) 1, 3, 4 and 5 

d) 2, 3, 4 and 6 

Solution (c) 

Reference 1: IASbaba Value Add Notes- ILP 2018: Set 8 Block 2- Important International 

Organizations 

Reference 2: https://iasbaba.com/2017/09/iasbabas-daily-current-affairs-8th-sep-2017/ 

 

 

Q.15) With reference to the ‘Global Alliance for Climate-Smart Agriculture (GACSA) which of the 

following statements is/are correct? 

1. GACSA is an outcome of the Climate Summit held in Paris in 2015. 

2. Membership of GACSA does not create any binding obligations. 

3. India was instrumental in the creation of GACSA. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1 and 3 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Solution (b) 

1st Statement - Wrong 
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Climate-Smart Agriculture (CSA) was originally developed by FAO (covered in VAN) and officially 

presented and at the Hague Conference on Agriculture, Food Security and Climate Change in 

2010, through the paper "Climate-Smart Agriculture: Policies, Practices and Financing for Food 

Security, Adaptation and Mitigation". 

The Global Alliance for Climate-Smart Agriculture (GACSA), was launched on 23 September 

2014 at the UN Climate Summit. 

http://www.fao.org/gacsa/about/about-csa/en/ 

2nd Statement – Correct 

GACSA is an inclusive, voluntary and action-oriented multi-stakeholder platform on Climate-

Smart Agriculture (CSA). 

Its vision is to improve food security, nutrition and resilience in the face of climate change. 

GACSA aims to catalyse and help create transformational partnerships to encourage actions 

that reflect an integrated approach to the three pillars of CSA 

http://www.fao.org/gacsa/about/faqs/en/ 

3rd Statement – Wrong 

Hand in Hand, an Indian NGO is a member of GACSA. The Global Alliance for Climate-Smart 

Agriculture (GACSA), was launched on 23 September 2014 at the UN Climate Summit. 

India was not instrumental in in the creation of GACSA. 

Reference: IASbaba Value Add Notes- ILP 2018: Set 7 Block 2- Environment Part 2 

http://www.fao.org/gacsa/about/about-csa/en/
http://www.fao.org/gacsa/about/faqs/en/
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Q.16) Which of the following is/are the aim/aims of ‘Digital India” Plan of the Government of 

India? 

1. Formation of India’s own Internet companies like China did. 

2. Establish a Policy framework to encourage overseas multinational corporations that 

collect Big Data to build their large data centre within our national geographical 

boundaries. 

3. Connect many of our villages to the Internet and bring Wi-Fi to many of our schools, 

public places and major tourist centres. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 3 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Solution (b) 

Only statement 3 is correct 
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Reference: Set 5 Block 1 and  

 

 

The objective of the Digital India Group is to come out with innovative ideas and practical 

solutions to realise Hon’ble Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s vision of a digital India. Prime 

Minister Modi envisions transforming our nation and creating opportunities for all citizens by 
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harnessing digital technologies. His vision is to empower every citizen with access to digital 

services, knowledge and information. This Group will come up with policies and best practices 

from around the world to make this vision of a digital India a reality. 

The Aim is to bridge India's digital divide, connect thousands of villages to the Internet and 

create millions of jobs. Digital India is aimed at transforming the country into a digitally 

empowered society and a knowledge economy. 

http://digitalindia.gov.in/ 

 

Q.17) Consider the following pairs: 

Towns sometimes mentioned in news       Country 

1. Aleppo –     Syria 

2. Kirkuk   –     Yemen 

3. Mosul    –     Palestine 

4. Mazar-i-sharif    –     Afghanistan 

Which of the pairs given above are correctly matched? 

a) 1 and 2 

b) 1 and 4 

c) 2 and 3 

d) 3 and 4 

Solution (b) 

Reference: IASbaba 60 Days Full Mock 1- You could have easily eliminated if solved Q.69 

sincerely knowing Kirkuk’s and Mosul’s location.  

https://iasbaba.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/IASbaba-Prelims-2018-Open-MOCK-1-60-

Day-Plan.pdf 

http://digitalindia.gov.in/
https://iasbaba.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/IASbaba-Prelims-2018-Open-MOCK-1-60-Day-Plan.pdf
https://iasbaba.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/IASbaba-Prelims-2018-Open-MOCK-1-60-Day-Plan.pdf
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Q.18) In the Federation established by the Government of India Act of 1935, residuary powers 

were given to the 

a) Federal Legislature 

b) Governor General 

c) Provincial Legislature 

d) Provincial Governors 

Solution (b) 

Reference: ILP Value Add-Set 1 Block 1-Polity Part 2 
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Q.19) Consider the following statements: 

1. The Speaker of the legislative Assembly shall vacate his/her office if he/she ceases to be 

a member of the Assembly. 

2. Whenever the Legislative Assembly is dissolved, the Speaker shall vacate his/her office 

immediately. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Solution (a) 

1st Statement is correct 

Usually, the Speaker remains in office during the life of the Legislative Assembly. However, he 

has to vacate his office earlier in any of the following three cases:  

 if he ceases to be a member of the Legislative Assembly;  

 if he resigns by writing to the Deputy Speaker; and  

 if he is removed by a resolution passed by a majority of all the members of the 

Legislative Assembly 

2nd Statement is wrong 



UPSC CSE PRELIMS -KEY & EXPLANATION  2018
 

www.iasbaba.com Page 33 
 

It should be noted here that, whenever the Legislative Assembly is dissolved, the Speaker does 

not vacate his office and continues till the newly-elected Legislative Assembly meets. 

 

Q.20) Which one of the following reflects the most appropriate relationship between law and 

liberty? 

a) If there are more laws, there is less liberty. 

b) If there are no laws, there is no liberty 

c) If there is liberty, laws have to be made by the people. 

d) If laws are changed too often, liberty is in danger. 

Solution (b*) 

It is a debatable question.  

 

Q.21) Consider the following statements: 

1. No criminal proceedings shall be instituted against the Governor of a State in any court 

during his term of office. 

2. The emoluments and allowances of the Governor of a State shall not be diminished 

during his term of the office. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 Solution (c) 

Reference: AIPTS Test 16 and Set 4 Block 2-ILP Test.  
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Q.22) The well-known painting “Bani Thani” belongs to the 

a) Bundi School 

b) Jaipur School 

c) Kangra School 

d) Kishangarh School 

Solution (d) 

Reference: All India Prelims Test Series (AIPTS)-19 
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Q.23) What is “Terminal High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD)”, sometimes seen in the news? 

a) An Israeli radar system 

b) India’s indigenous anti-missile Programme 

c) An American anti-missile system 

d) A defence collaboration between Japan and South Korea 

Solution (c) 

Easy Question- Old Current Affairs. We had covered it in 60 Days-2017 and Test Series as well.  

Reference: Babapedia 
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Q.24) With reference to cultural history of India, consider the following statements: 

1. Most of the Tyangaraja Kirtis are devotional songs in Praise of Lord Krishna. 

2. Tyagaraja crated several new ragas. 

3. Annamacharay and Tyagaraja are contemporaries. 

4. Annamacharaya kirtanas are devotional songs in praise of Lord Venkateshwara. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

a) 1 and 3 only 

b) 2 and 4 only 

c) 1, 2 and 3 

d) 2, 3 and 4 

Solution (b) 

Tyangaraja- Lord Rama 

Reference: ILP Tests-Set 6 Block 1/Set 8 Block 3 and 60 Days 2018-History. 

Look at Day 36-Q.22 and Day 42- Q.22 Solution, Questions of 60 Days. The right answer can 

easily be easily derived by eliminating statement 3.  
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Find the questions in History Compilation- Click Here 

 

Q.25) Which of the following are regarded as the main features of the “Rule of Law”? 

1. Limitation of powers 

2. Equality before law 

3. People’s responsibility to the Government 

4. Liberty and civil rights 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1 and 3 only 

b) 2 and 4 only 

c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Solution (c) 

Reference: ILP Value Add-SET 2 Block 1 History. Can be easily solved 

https://iasbaba.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/IASbabas-60-Days-Plan-2018-History-Compilation.pdf
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Q.26) Which of the following led to the introduction of English Education of India? 

1. Charter Act of 1813 

2. General Committee of Public Instruction, 1823 

3. Orientalist and Anglicist Controversy 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 
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 Solution (c) 

Reference: Set 2 Block 1- ILP Test, can be directly solved.  
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Q.27) Which one of the following is an artificial lake? 

a) Kodiakanal (Tamil Nadu) 

b) Kolleru (Andhra Pradesh) 

c) Nainital (Uttarakhand) 

d) Renuka (Himachal Pradesh) 

Solution (a) 

Kodaikanal Lake, also known as Kodai Lake is a manmade lake located in the Kodaikanal city in 

Dindigul district in Tamil Nadu, India. 

 

Q.28) With reference to Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojna, consider the following 

statements: 

1. It is the flagship scheme of the Ministry of Labour and Employment. 



UPSC CSE PRELIMS -KEY & EXPLANATION  2018
 

www.iasbaba.com Page 44 
 

2. It, among other things, will also impart training in soft skills, entrepreneurship, financial 

and digital literacy. 

3. It aims to align the competencies of the unregulated workforce of the country to the 

national Skill Qualification Framework. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 3 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Solution (c) 

Reference: Daily Quiz- Question number- 2 

https://iasbaba.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/IASbabas-Daily-Quiz-26th-October-min.pdf 

 

 

Q.29) In 1920, which of the following changed its name to “Swarajya Sabha”? 

a) All India Home Rule League 

b) Hindu Mahasabha 

c) South Indian Liberal Federation 

d) The Servants of Indian Society 

Solution (a) 

  

 

https://iasbaba.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/IASbabas-Daily-Quiz-26th-October-min.pdf
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Q.30) Which among the following event happened earliest? 

a) Swami Dayanand established Arya Samaj 

b) Dinabandhu Mitra wrote Neeldarpan 

c) Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay wrote Anandmath 

d) Satyendranath Tagore became the first Indian to succeed in the Indian Civil Services 

Examination. 

Solution (b) 

Reference: History Value Add Notes- Set 2 Block 1-Part 2 under Indigo Revolt Topic, AIPTS-

Test 9- Arya Samaj, Anandmath- AIPTS-22 and Set 2 Block 1-ILP Test, Satyendranath 

Tagore-Test 9-AIPTS 
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Q.31) Which of the following is/are the possible consequence/s of heavy and mining to 

riverbeds? 

1. Decreased salinity in the river 

2. Pollution of groundwater 

3. Lowering of the water –table 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 only 

Solution (b) 

 

Q.32) With reference to agricultural soils, consider the following statement: 

1. A high content of organic matter in soil drastically reduces its water holding capacity 

2. Soil does not play any role in the sulphur cycle 

3. Irrigation over a period of time can contribute to the salinization of some agricultural 

lands. 

Which of the statement given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Solution (b) 

Reference: AIPTS TEST 5-ENVIRONMENT and SET 5 Block 3- Environment/S&T Test-ILP 

and Environment VAN-Set 2 Block 2-Biogeochemical Cycle 

Statement 1- It is incorrect since organic matters are colloidal particles and hold the water in 

the soil surface and maintain moisture. This is a very basic concept.  

Statement 2- It is also incorrect.  You could have eliminated this as well if have solved below 

question.  
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Statement 3- is correct. Read this question of ILP Test 
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Q.33) The partnership for action on green economy (PAGE) a UN mechanism to assist countries 

transition towards greener and more inclusive economics emerged at 

a) The Earth summit on sustainable Development 2002, Johannesburg 

b) The United Nation conference on sustainable Development 2012, Rio de Janeiro 

c) The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 2015, Paris 

d) The World sustainable Development Summit 2016, New Delhi 

Solution (b) 

http://www.un-page.org/about/who-are-we 

 

Q.34) “3D printing” has application in which of the following? 

1. Preparation of confectionery items 

2. Manufacture of bionic ears 

3. Automotive Industry 

4. Reconstruction surgeries 

5. Data processing technologies 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1, 3 and 4 only 

b) 2, 3 and 5 only 

c) 1 and 4 only 

d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

Solution (d) 

 

Q.35) Consider the following statements: 

1. The Barren Island volcano is an active volcano located in the Indian Territory. 

2. Barren Island lies about 140 km east of Great Nicobar 

3. The last time the Barren Island volcano erupted was in 1991 and it has remained 

inactive since then. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

http://www.un-page.org/about/who-are-we
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b) 2 and 3 

c) 3 only 

d) 1 and 3 

Solution (a) 

Reference: AIPTS-Test 2, AIPTS Test 12, 60 Day Plan-Day 8 

https://iasbaba.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/IASbabas-60-Days-Plan-2018-Day-8-

Geography-1.pdf 

Note- You can easily eliminate option 2 because it lies east to Andaman. Regarding Option 3- It 

was in news in 2017 due to eruption (was covered in quiz, tests etc. So option 3 can also be 

eliminated.  

 

https://iasbaba.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/IASbabas-60-Days-Plan-2018-Day-8-Geography-1.pdf
https://iasbaba.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/IASbabas-60-Days-Plan-2018-Day-8-Geography-1.pdf
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Q.36) Why is a plant called Prosopis juliflora often mentioned in news? 

(a) Its extract is widely used in cosmetics. 

(b) It tends to reduce the biodiversity in the area in which it grows. 

(c) Its extract is used in the synthesis of pesticides. 

(d) None of the above 

Solution (b) 

Vilayati kikar, or Prosopis julifloara, introduced by the British, has wiped out other trees 

wherever it has grown. 

IASbaba’s Reference 

ILP Value Add Notes- Set 4 Block 1-Environment Part 2 
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Reference: 

http://indianexpress.com/article/explained/delhi-government-vilayati-kikar-removal-order-

environmental-impact-5194797/ 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/letters/the-tree-we-love-to-hate/article18029648.ece 

 

Q.37) Consider the following statements: 

1. Most of the world’s coral reefs are in tropical waters. 

2. More than one—third of the world’s coral reefs are located in the territories of 

Australia, Indonesia and Philippines. 

3. Coral reefs host far more number of animal phyla than those hosted by tropical 

rainforests. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Solution (d) 

Tropical reefs can grow upwards at rates of 1cm to 100cm per year. They can form huge 

structures over incredibly long periods of time, making them the largest and oldest living 

systems on earth. For example, Australia's 2,000-km long Great Barrier Reef was formed over 

the course of five million years. 

http://indianexpress.com/article/explained/delhi-government-vilayati-kikar-removal-order-environmental-impact-5194797/
http://indianexpress.com/article/explained/delhi-government-vilayati-kikar-removal-order-environmental-impact-5194797/
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/letters/the-tree-we-love-to-hate/article18029648.ece
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The global distribution of coral reefs is largely determined by the ecological requirements of the 

reef-building corals themselves. Most of the world’s coral reefs are in tropical waters. (Refer fig 

below) 

 

 

The largest coral reef is the Great Barrier Reef, which spans 1,600 miles (2,600 km) off the east 

coast of Australia. It is so large that it can be seen from space! 

IASbaba’s Reference: 

ILP Value Add Notes- Revision Module, ILP Test- Set 5 Block 3 and AIPTS Test-12 
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Reference: 

https://www.coral-reef-info.com/where-are-coral-reefs-located.html 

 

Q.38) “Momentum for Change: Climate Neutral Now” is an initiative launched by 

(a) The Intergovernmental panel on Climate Change 

(b) The UNEP Secretariat 

(c) The UNFCCC Secretariat 

(d) The World Meteorological Organization 

https://www.coral-reef-info.com/where-are-coral-reefs-located.html
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Solution (c) 

The UNFCCC secretariat launched its Climate Neutral Now initiative in 2015. The following year, 

the secretariat launched a new pillar under its Momentum for Change initiative focused on 

Climate Neutral Now, as part of larger efforts to showcase successful climate action around the 

world. 

Reference: 

https://unfccc.int/climate-action/momentum-for-change/climate-neutral-now 

 

Q.39) With reference to educational institutions during colonial rule in India, consider the 

following pairs: 

Institution                                                     Founder 

1. Sanskrit College at Benaras               William Jones 

2. Calcutta Madarsa                               Warren Hastings 

3. Fort William College                  Arthur Wellesley 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 

(d) 3 only 

Solution (b) 

Sanskrit College at Benaras:: Jonathan Duncan 

Calcutta Madarsa:: Warren Hastings 

Fort William College:: Lord Wellesley (not Arthur Wellesley) 

IASbaba’s Reference: 

ILP Test- Set 2 Block 1 

 

https://unfccc.int/climate-action/momentum-for-change/climate-neutral-now
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Q.40) Consider the following pairs : 

Regions sometimes mentioned in news                                         Country 

1. Catalonia                                                                                   Spain 

2. Crimea                                                                                      Hungary 

3. Mindanao                                                                                  Philippines 

4. Oromia                                                                                      Nigeria 

Which of the pairs given, above are correctly matched ? 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 

(b) 3 and 4 only 
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(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 2 and 4 only 

 

Solution (c) 

Crimea : : is a peninsula on the northern coast of the Black Sea in Eastern Europe that is almost 

completely surrounded by both the Black Sea and the smaller Sea of Azov to the northeast. It is 

located south of the Ukrainian region of Kherson, to which it is connected by the Isthmus of 

Perekop, and west of the Russian region of Kuban.  

 

Oromia is located in Ethiopia (not Nigeria). 

IASbaba’s Reference 

ILP Tests- Revision Test 6 Set 2 Block 3, AIPTS- 31 and Full Mock-1  
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Q.41) With reference to the Indian Regional Navigation Satellite System (IRNSS), consider the 

following statements: 

1. IRNSS has three satellites in geostationary and four satellites in geosynchronous orbits. 

2. IRNSS covers entire India and about 5500 sq. km beyond its borders. 

3. India will have its own satellite navigation system with full global coverage by the middle 

of 2019. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
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a) 1 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) None 

Solution (a) 

IRNSS is an independent regional navigation satellite system being developed by India. It is 

designed to provide accurate position information service to users in India as well as the region 

extending up to 1500 km from its boundary, which is its primary service area. An Extended 

Service Area lies between primary service area and area enclosed by the rectangle from 

Latitude 30 deg South to 50 deg North, Longitude 30 deg East to 130 deg East. 

The space segment consists of the IRNSS constellation of seven satellites, NavIC. Three satellites 

are located in suitable orbital slots in the geostationary orbit and the remaining four are located 

in geosynchronous orbits with the required inclination and equatorial crossings in two different 

planes. All the satellites of the constellation are configured identically. The satellites are 

configured with I-1K Bus to be compatible for launch on-board PSLV. 

IASbaba’s Reference 

ILP 2018 Value Add – Science Series/Space 
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Q.42) Consider the following phenomena: 

1. Light is affected by gravity. 

2. The Universe is constantly expanding. 

3. Matter warps its surrounding space-time. 

Which of the above is/are the prediction/predictions of Albert Einstein’s General Theory of 

Relativity, often discussed in media? 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Solution (c) 

Albert Einstein, in his theory of special relativity, determined that the laws of physics are the 

same for all non-accelerating observers, and he showed that the speed of light within a vacuum 

is the same no matter the speed at which an observer travels. As a result, he found that space 

and time were interwoven into a single continuum known as space-time. Events that occur at 

the same time for one observer could occur at different times for another. 

As he worked out the equations for his general theory of relativity, Einstein realized that 

massive objects caused a distortion in space-time. Imagine setting a large body in the center of 

a trampoline. The body would press down into the fabric, causing it to dimple. A marble rolled 

around the edge would spiral inward toward the body, pulled in much the same way that the 

gravity of a planet pulls at rocks in space. 

Light around a massive object, such as a black hole, is bent, causing it to act as a lens for the 

things that lie behind it. Astronomers routinely use this method to study stars and galaxies 

behind massive objects. 

Note: Einstein in his theory propounded that Universe is static. Only after he was shown from 

the Hubble Telescope that universe is expanding, he changed his point of view. So second 

statement is incorrect. Hence answer is (c) 

https://www.space.com/17661-theory-general-relativity.html 

 

 

https://www.space.com/17661-theory-general-relativity.html
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Q.43) With reference to the Genetically Modified mustard (GM mustard) developed in India, 

consider the following statements: 

1. GM mustard has the genes of a soil bacterium that give the plant the property of pest-

resistance to a wide variety of pests. 

2. GM mustard has the genes that allow the plant cross-pollination and hybridization. 

3. GM mustard has been developed jointly by the IARI and Punjab Agricultural University. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 3 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 2 and 3 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Solution (b) 

DMH -11 is transgenic mustard had been developed by a team of scientists Centre for Genetic 

Manipulation of Crop Plants at Delhi University led by for Genetic Manipulation of Crop 

Plants at Delhi University led by former Vice-Chancellor Deepak Pental under Government 

sponsored project. It is genetically modified variety of Herbicide Tolerant (HT) mustard. (Not 

pest Resistant) 

It was created by using “barnase/barstar” technology for genetic modification by adding genes 

from soil bacterium that makes mustard self-pollinating plant. DMH -11 contains three genes 

viz. Bar gene, Barnase and Barstar sourced from soil bacterium. The bar gene had made plant 

resistant to herbicide named Basta.  

IASbaba’s Reference 

DNA 

https://iasbaba.com/2017/05/iasbabas-daily-current-affairs-15th-may-2017/ 

 

Q.44) Consider the following pairs: 

Terms sometimes seen in news                    Context /Topic 

1. Belle II experiment                                Artificial Intelligence 

2. Blockchain technology                          Digital/ Cryptocurrency 

3. CRISPR — Cas9                                   Particle Physics 

https://iasbaba.com/2017/05/iasbabas-daily-current-affairs-15th-may-2017/
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Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 

a) 1 and 3 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Solution (b) 

This question can easily be done through elimination. CRISPR – Cas9 is very famous enzyme for 

gene cutting in biotechnology.  

The Belle II experiment is a particle physics experiment designed to study the properties of B 

mesons (heavy particles containing a bottom quark). 
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IASbaba Daily Prelims Quiz Day – 95 

https://iasbaba.com/2017/12/upsc-quiz-2017-iasbabas-daily-current-affairs-quiz-day-95/ 

 

Q.45) Which of the following statements best describes “carbon fertilization”? 

a) Increased plant growth due to increased concentration of carbon dioxide in the 

atmosphere 

b) Increased temperature of Earth due to increased concentration of carbon dioxide in the 

atmosphere 

c) Increased acidity of oceans as a result of increased concentration of carbon dioxide in 

the atmosphere 

d) Adaptation of all living beings on Earth to the climate change brought about by the 

increased concentration of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. 

Solution (a) 

The CO2 fertilization effect or carbon fertilization effect suggests that the increase of carbon 

dioxide in the atmosphere increases the rate of photosynthesis in plants. The effect varies 

depending on the plant species, the temperature, and the availability of water and nutrients. 

 

Q.46) When the alarm of your smartphone rings in the morning, you wake up and tap it to stop 

the alarm which causes your geyser to be switched on automatically. The smart mirror in your 

bathroom shows the day’s weather and also indicates the level of water in your overhead tank. 

After you take some groceries from your refrigerator for making breakfast, it recognises the 

shortage of stock in it and places an order for the supply of fresh grocery items. When you step’ 

out of your house and lock the door, all lights, fans, geysers and AC machines get switched off 

automatically. On your way to office, your car warns you about traffic congestion ahead and 

suggests an alternative route, and if you are late for a meeting, it sends a message to your 

office accordingly. 

In the context of emerging communication technologies, which one of the following terms best 

applies to the above scenario? 

a) Border Gateway Protocol 

b) Internet of Things 

c) Internet Protocol 

d) Virtual Private Network 

https://iasbaba.com/2017/12/upsc-quiz-2017-iasbabas-daily-current-affairs-quiz-day-95/
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Solution (b) 

The Internet of Things (IoT) is the network of physical devices, vehicles, home appliances and 

other items embedded with electronics, software, sensors, actuators, and connectivity which 

enables these things to connect and exchange data, creating opportunities for more direct 

integration of the physical world into computer-based systems, resulting in efficiency 

improvements, economic benefits and reduced human intervention. 

 

Q.47) With reference to solar power production in India, consider the following statements: 

1. India is the third largest in the world in the manufacture of silicon wafers used in 

photovoltaic units. 

2. The solar power tariffs are determined by the Solar Energy Corporation of India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Solution (d) 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/energy/power/solar-power-tariff-drops-to-historic-low-

at-rs-2-44-per-unit/articleshow/58649942.cms 

Both the statements are wrong.  

 

Q.48) The staple commodities of export by the English East India Company from Bengal in the 

middle of the 18th century were 

a) Raw cotton, oil-seeds and opium 

b) Sugar, salt, zinc and lead 

c) Copper, silver, gold, spices and tea 

d) Cotton, silk, saltpetre and opium 

Solution (d) 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/energy/power/solar-power-tariff-drops-to-historic-low-at-rs-2-44-per-unit/articleshow/58649942.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/energy/power/solar-power-tariff-drops-to-historic-low-at-rs-2-44-per-unit/articleshow/58649942.cms
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Q.49) Which one of the following is a very significant aspect of the Champaran Satyagraha? 

a) Active all-India participation of lawyers, students and women in the National Movement 

b) Active involvement of Dalit and Tribal communities of India in the National Movement 

c) Joining of peasant unrest to India’s National Movement 

d) Drastic decrease in the cultivation of plantation crops and commercial crops 

Solution (c) 

During British rule, many tenant farmers were forced to grow indigo on part of their land, often 

working under oppressive conditions. This indigo was used to make dye. But the demand for 

indigo dropped when the Germans invented a cheaper artificial dye. However, during the First 

World War the German dye ceased to be available and indigo once more became profitable for 

the British. Many tenants were forced again into indigo cultivation --required by their lease 

under British law.  

This led to anger and resentment among the tenants, with several alleging the landlords were 

using strong-arm tactics. A farmer named Raj Kumar Shukla appealed to Gandhiji to organize 

the struggle to save the plantation workers. Shukla’s persuasion paid off and Gandhi visited the 

district in April 1917. 

Gandhi’s arrival unsettled the British and he was ordered to leave the district. When Gandhi 

refused, he was arrested by the police on the charge of creating unrest, leading to massive non-

violent protests and rallies, which eventually led to his release. 

Subsequently, the civil disobedience movement continued and Gandhiji succeeded in shaping 

public frustration into a viable political tool. The protests and strikes against the landlords 

eventually came to an end with the abolition of indigo cultivation (known then as the Tinkathia 

system). Testimonies collected of over 8,000 peasants by Gandhi and his colleagues contributed 

in large measure to the end of the practice. The landlords signed an agreement, with the 

guidance of the British government, granting farmers more compensation and control over 

farming, along with other benefits. 

This was Mahatma Gandhi’s first Civil Disobedience movement which ensured joining of 

peasant unrest with India’s National Movement.  

IASbaba AIPTS Test 14  
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Q.50) Who among the following were the founders of the “Hind Mazdoor Sabha” established in 

1948? 

a) B. Krishna Pillai, E.M.S. Namboodiripad and K.C. George 

b) Jayaprakash Narayan, De Dayal Upadhyay and M.N. Roy 

c) C.P. Ramaswamy Iyer, K. Kamaraj and Veeresalingam Pantulu 

d) Ashok Mehta, T.S. Ramanujam and G.G. Mehta 

Solution (d) 

The Hind Mazdoor Sabha (HMS, a Hindi name with approximate meaning 'Workers Assembly of 

India') is a national trade union centre in India. 

The HMS was founded in Howrah in west bengal on 29 December 1948, by socialists, Forward 

Bloc followers and independent unionists. Its founders included Basawon Singh (Sinha), Ashok 

Mehta, R.S. Ruikar, Maniben Kara, Shibnath Banerjee, R.A. Khedgikar, T.S. Ramanujam, V.S. 

Mathur, G.G. Mehta. R.S. Ruikar was elected president and Ashok Mehta general secretary. 

HMS absorbed the Royist Indian Federation of Labour and the Hind Mazdoor Panchayat, which 

was formed in 1948 by socialists leaving the increasingly communist dominated AITUC. In 

March 1949, HMS claimed to have 380 affiliated unions with a combined membership of 

618802. 
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Q.51) With reference to the religious practices in India, the “Sthanakvasi” sect belongs to 

(a) Buddhism 

(b) Jainism 

(c) Vaishnavism 

(d) Shaivism 

Solution (b) 

Sthānakavāsī is a sect of Śvētāmbara Jainism founded by a merchant named Lavaji in 1653 AD. 

It believes that idol worship is not essential in the path of soul purification and attainment of 

Nirvana/Moksha. The sect is essentially a reformation of the one founded on teachings of 

Lonka, a fifteenth-century Jain reformer. Sthānakavāsins accept thirty-two of the Jain Agamas, 

the Śvētāmbara canon. Śvētāmbarins who are not Sthānakavāsins are mostly part of the 

Murtipujaka sect. 

 

Q.52) With reference to the cultural history of India, consider the following statements: 

1. White marble was used in making Buland Darwaza and Khankah at Fatehpur Sikri. 

2. Red sandstone and marble were used in making Bara Imambara and Rumi Darwaza at 

Lucknow. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Solution (a) 

Buland Darwaza: : It is made of red and buff sandstone, and decorated by carving and inlaying 

of white and black marble. 

 

Q.53) Which one of the following foreign travellers elaborately discussed about diamonds and 

diamond mines of India? 
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(a) Francois Bernier 

(b) Jean-Baptiste Tavernier 

(c) Jean de Thevenot 

(d) Abbe Barthelemy Carre 

Solution (b) 

Jean-Baptiste Tavernier (1605-1689) was a French explorer and merchant. He was the first 

European to describe the diamond mines in India. 

Jean Baptiste Tavernier made several trips to India in the 17th century and documented most 

of the diamonds mined in Golconda. 

 

Q.54) With reference to Indian history, who among the following is a future Buddha, yet to 

come to save the world? 

(a) Avalokiteshvara 

(b) Lokesvara 

(c) Maitreya 

(d) Padmapani 

Solution (c) 

According to Buddhist tradition, Maitreya is a bodhisattva who will appear on Earth in the 

future, achieve complete enlightenment, and teach the pure dharma. According to scriptures, 

Maitreya will be a successor to the present Buddha, Gautama Buddha (also known as 

Śākyamuni Buddha). 

 

Q.55) Which one of the following statements does not apply to the system of Subsidiary 

Alliance introduced by Lord Wellesley? 

(a) To maintain a large standing army at other’s expense 

(b) To keep India safe from Napoleonic danger 

(c) To secure a fixed income for the Company 

(d) To establish British paramountcy over the Indian States 

Solution (c) 

The main principles of a subsidiary alliance were: 
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 An Indian ruler entering into a subsidiary alliance with the British had to accept British 

forces within his territory and also agreed to pay for their maintenance. 

 The ruler would accept a British Resident in his state. 

 An Indian ruler who entered into a subsidiary alliance would not enter into any further 

alliance with any other power, nor would he declare war against any power without the 

permission of the British. 

 The ruler would not employ any Europeans other than the British, and if he were 

already doing so, he would dismiss them. 

 In case of a conflict with any other state, he would agree the resolution decided upon by 

the British. 

 The ruler would acknowledge the East India Company as the paramount power in India. 

 In return for the ruler accepting its conditions, the Company undertook to protect the 

state from external dangers and internal disorders. 

 If the Indian rulers failed to make the payments required by the alliance, then part of 

their territory was to be taken away as a penalty. 

IASbaba’s Reference 

ILP Value Add- Set 2 Block 1-covered in detail, AIPTS- 9, ILP TEST-REVISON TEST 1 
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Q.56) Which one of the following statements correctly describes the meaning of legal tender 

money ? 

a) The money which is tended in courts of law to defray the fee of legal cases 

b) The money which a creditor  is under compulsion to accept in settlement of his claims 

c) The bank money in the form of cheques drafts, bills of exchange, etc. 

d) The metallic money in circulation in a country 

Solution (b) 

Legal tender is any official medium of payment recognized by law that can be used to 

extinguish a public or private debt, or meet a financial obligation. The national currency is legal 
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tender in practically every country. A creditor is obligated to accept legal tender toward 

repayment of a debt. 

IASbaba’s Reference 

IASbaba AIPTS Test – 8  

 

 

Q.57) If a commodity is provided free to the public, by the Government, then 

a) the opportunity cost is zero. 

b) the opportunity cost is ignored. 

c) the opportunity cost is transferred from the consumers of the product to the tax-

paying public. 

d) the opportunity cost is transferred from the consumers of the product to the 

Government. 

Solution (c) 

 

.58) Increase in absolute and per capita real GNP do not connote a higher level of economic 

development, if 
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a) industrial output fails to keep pace with agricultural output. 

b) agricultural output fails to keep pace with industrial output. 

c) poverty and unemployment increase. 

d) imports grow faster than exports. 

Solution (c) 

GNP is quantitative while Economic development is qualitative. An increase in GNP will be 

translated in economic development only if there if the living conditions are improved i.e. 

poverty and unemployment decrease.  

IASbaba’s Reference 

ILP Test- Set 3 Block 2, AIPTS-3 
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Q.59) Consider the following statements: 

Human capital formation as a concept is better explained in terms of a process which enables 

1. individuals of a country to accumulate more capital. 

2. increasing the knowledge, skill levels and capacities the people of the country. 

3. accumulation of tangible wealth. 

4. accumulation of intangible wealth. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 

b) 2 only 

c) 2 and 4 

d) 1, 3 and 4 
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Solution (c) 

 The human capital theory refers to the stock of knowledge, habits, social and personality 

attributes, including creativity, embodied in the ability to perform labor so as to produce 

economic value. The subject is closely associated with the study of human resources 

management as found in the practice of business administration and macroeconomics. 

IASbaba’s Reference 

ILP Test- Set 1 Block 3  
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Q.60) Despite being a high saving economy, capital formation may not result in significant 

increase in output due to 

a) weak administrative machinery 

b) illiteracy 

c) high population density 

d) high capital-outputs ratio 

Solution (d) 

A frequently used tool that explains the relationship between the level of investment made in 

the economy and the consequent increase in GDP is Capital Output Ratio. The concept of 
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capital output ratio expresses the relationship between the value of capital invested and the 

value of output. 

Capital output ratio is the amount of capital needed to produce one unit of output. For 

example, suppose that investment in an economy, investment is 32% (of GDP), and the 

economic growth corresponding to this level of investment is 8%. 

Capital output ratio thus explain the relationship between level of investment and the 

corresponding economic growth. 

IASbaba’s Reference 

IASbaba AIPTS Test 8  
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Q.61) After the Santhal Uprising subsided, what was/were the measure/measures taken by the 

colonial government? 

1. The territories called `Santhal Paraganas’ were created. 

2. It became illegal for a Santhal to transfer land to a non-Santhal. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Solution (c) 

After Effects of Santhal Rebellion 

To suppress the Santhal rebellion, the British army was put under the command of Brigadier 

General Lyoed. The government imposed the martial law. Gradually the mutiny slackened. 

However, the fire lit by them could not be extinguished by the British administration in India. 

As it happened, the colonial state stepped in very quickly and efficiently to redress the 

grievances of the Santhals, with the result that a more cordial relationship ensued. The 

territories that they inhabited were grouped under a new territorial unit – Santhal Parganas 

and it was henceforth stipulated that the usual bureaucratic and judicial procedures of British 

India would not apply there. Further, there were special provisions for land rights and it 

became illegal for a Santhal to transfer land to non-Santhals. The administrative centre moved 

to Dumka while a new role was assigned to Santhal village headmen, thereby making them 

protected tribal subjects of the colonial state. 

IASbaba’s Reference 

AIPTS-22 
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Q.62) Economically, one of the results of the British rule in India in the 19th century was the 

a) increase in the export of Indian handicrafts 

b) growth in the number of Indian owned factories 

c) commercialization of Indian agriculture 

d) rapid increase in the urban population 

 

Solution (c) 

In 19th Century the British government in England adopted protectionist policy to protect its 

market from Indian manufactured products. This reduced the demand of Indian handlooms in 
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England and exports declined. This gave a setback to Indian industries too. Hence First and 

second statement are NOT correct.  

India was made an exporter of cheap raw material which promoted commercial agriculture in 

India. Hence © is correct.  

IASbaba’s Reference 

ILP Test- Set 2 Block 1 and ILP Value Add- Set 2 Block 1-History 

 

 

Q.63) If the President of India exercises his power as provided under Article 356 of the 

Constitution in respect of a particular State, then 

a) the Assembly of the State is automatically dissolved. 

b) the powers of the Legislature of that State shall be exercisable by or under the 

authority of the Parliament. 

c) Article 19 is suspended in that State. 

d) the President can make laws relating to that State. 

Solution (b) 
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First statement is incorrect because State Assembly is not automatically dissolved it can either 

be dissolved or suspended by the President.  

Third statement is true for national Emergency and not president’s rule.  

Article 357. Exercise of legislative powers under Proclamation issued under Article 356 

(1) Whereby a Proclamation issued under clause (1) of Article 356, it has been declared that the 

powers of the Legislature of the State shall be exercisable by or under the authority of 

Parliament, it shall be competent 

(a) for Parliament to confer on the President the power of the Legislature of the State to make 

laws, and to authorise the President to delegate, subject to such conditions as he may think fit 

to impose, the power so conferred to any other authority to be specified by him in that behalf; 

(b) for Parliament, or for the President or other authority in whom such power to make laws is 

vested under sub clause (a), to make laws conferring powers and imposing duties, or 

authorising the conferring of powers and the imposition of duties, upon the Union or officers 

and authorities thereof; 

(c) for the President to authorise when the House of the People is not in session expenditure 

from the Consolidated Fund of the State pending the sanction of such expenditure by 

Parliament 

(2) Any law made in exercise of the power of the Legislature of the State by Parliament or the 

President or other authority referred to in sub clause (a) of clause ( 1 ) which Parliament or the 

President or such other authority would not, but for the issue of a Proclamation under Article 

356, have been competent to make shall, after the Proclamation has ceased to operate, 

continue in force until altered or repealed or amended by a competent Legislature or other 

authority 

Q.64) Consider the following pairs: 

            Craft                                                        Heritage of 

1. Puthukkuli shawls                               Tamil Nadu 

2. Sujni embroidery                                 Maharashtra 

3. Uppada Jamdani saris                        Karnataka 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correct? 
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a) 1 only 

b) (b) 1 and 2 

c) (c) 3 only 

d) 2 and 3 

Solution (a) 

 Sujni Embroidery – Bihar 

 Uppada Jamdani Saries – Andhra Pradesh 

 

Q.65) In which of the following areas can GPS technology be used? 

1. Mobile phone operations 

2. Banking operations 

3. Controlling the power grids 

Select the correct answer using the code given below : 

a) 1 only 

b) (b) 2 and 3 only 

c) (c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Solution (d) 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1877042813024397 

 

Q.66) Consider the following statements: 

1. The Reserve Bank of India manages and services Government of India Securities but not 

any State Government Securities. 

2. Treasury bills are issued by the Government of India and there are no treasury bills 

issued by the State Governments. 

3. Treasury bills offer are issued at a discount from the par value. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1877042813024397
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a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 3 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Solution (c) 

A Government Security (G-Sec) is a tradeable instrument issued by the Central Government or 

the State Governments. It acknowledges the Government’s debt obligation. Such securities are 

short term (usually called treasury bills, with original maturities of less than one year) or long 

term (usually called Government bonds or dated securities with original maturity of one year or 

more). In India, the Central Government issues both, treasury bills and bonds or dated 

securities while the State Governments issue only bonds or dated securities, which are called 

the State Development Loans (SDLs). G-Secs carry practically no risk of default and, hence, are 

called risk-free gilt-edged instruments. 

Treasury bills or T-bills, which are money market instruments, are short term debt instruments 

issued by the Government of India and are presently issued in three tenors, namely, 91 day, 

182 day and 364 day. Treasury bills are zero coupon securities and pay no interest. They are 

issued at a discount and redeemed at the face value at maturity. 

IASbaba’s Reference 

IASbaba 60 day Program Day 21 Q.9 
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https://iasbaba.com/2018/03/iasbabas-60-day-plan-prelims-test-2018-economics-current-

affairs-day-21/ 

 

Q.67) Consider the following statements: 

1. The Earth’s magnetic field has reversed every few hundred thousand years. 

2. When the Earth was created more than 4000 million years ago, there was 54% oxygen 

and no carbon dioxide. 

3. When living organisms originated, they modified the early atmosphere of the Earth. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Solution (c) 

https://iasbaba.com/2018/03/iasbabas-60-day-plan-prelims-test-2018-economics-current-affairs-day-21/
https://iasbaba.com/2018/03/iasbabas-60-day-plan-prelims-test-2018-economics-current-affairs-day-21/
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The planet Earth was formed about 4500 million years ago. Its volcanic activity was very high 

and was responsible for throwing into the atmosphere the components that made it during its 

early days. 

About 4500 million years ago, Earth's earliest atmosphere was made up of helium and 

hydrogen. However, these light gases were slowly escaping into space so that the atmosphere 

virtually disappeared. 

The high volcanic activity expelled to the atmosphere other gases that formed what is known as 

primitive atmosphere. 

It is estimated that for about 2000 million years the atmosphere had very little or no oxygen, 

and was composed of elements that made life impossible for any form of life. 

It is considered that the first bacteria appeared about 3900 million years ago. 400 million years 

later, some of them began using sunlight to perform the process of photosynthesis, releasing 

oxygen into the atmosphere. 

As the first forms of plant life and later animal life developed, the atmosphere changed. The 

concentration of oxygen increased and that of carbon dioxide began to decrease until reaching 

a constant state. 

Once oxygen had spread through the atmosphere, ultraviolet light began to generate a 

fundamental process. By dividing the oxygen molecules, it gave rise to the ozone layer as a by-

product. 

Thanks to this process, life came out of the oceans and it was possible the development of 

animals on the earth's surface. 

https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2018/01/earth-magnetic-field-flip-north-south-poles-

science/ 

https://www.lifepersona.com/the-earth-s-primal-atmosphere-characteristics-and-principal-

components 

 

Q.68) The terms WannaCry, Petya and EternalBlue’ sometimes mentioned in the news recently 

are related to 

a) Exoplanets 

b) Cryptocurrency 

https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2018/01/earth-magnetic-field-flip-north-south-poles-science/
https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2018/01/earth-magnetic-field-flip-north-south-poles-science/
https://www.lifepersona.com/the-earth-s-primal-atmosphere-characteristics-and-principal-components
https://www.lifepersona.com/the-earth-s-primal-atmosphere-characteristics-and-principal-components
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c) Cyber attacks 

d) Mini satellites 

Solution (c) 

IASbaba’s Reference 

AIPTS- 15 and Prelims Daily Quiz Day 1 
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https://test.iasbaba.com/posts/iasbaba-daily-current-affairs-quiz-day-1-2/ 

 

Q.69) With reference to the circumstances in Indian agriculture, the concept of “Conservation 

Agriculture” assumes significance. Which of the following fall under the Conservation 

Agriculture? 

1. Avoiding the monoculture practices 

2. Adopting minimum tillage 

3. Avoiding the cultivation of plantation crops 

4. Using crop residues to cover soil surface 

5. Adopting spatial and temporal row sequencing/crop rotations. 

https://test.iasbaba.com/posts/iasbaba-daily-current-affairs-quiz-day-1-2/
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Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1, 3 and 4 

b) 2, 3, 4 and 5 

c) 2, 4 and 5 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 5 

Solution (c) 

Conservation Agriculture is a farming system that promotes maintenance of a permanent soil 

cover, minimum soil disturbance (i.e. no tillage), and diversification of plant species. It enhances 

biodiversity and natural biological processes above and below the ground surface, which 

contribute to increased water and nutrient use efficiency and to improved and sustained crop 

production. 

http://www.fao.org/conservation-agriculture/en/ 

 

Q.70) The term “sixth mass extinction/sixth extinction” is often mentioned in the news in the 

context of the discussion of 

a) Widespread monoculture practices in agriculture and large-scale commercial farming 

with indiscriminate use of chemicals in many parts of the world that may result in the 

loss of good Native ecosystems. 

b) Fears of a possible collision of a meteorite with the Earth in the near future in the 

manner it happened 65 million years ago that caused the mass extinction of many 

species including those of dinosaurs. 

c) Large scale cultivation of genetically modified crops in many parts of the world and 

promoting their cultivation in other parts of the world which may cause the 

disappearance of good native crop plants and the loss of food biodiversity. 

d) Mankind’s over-exploitation/misuse of natural resources, fragmentation/loss of 

natural habitats, destruction of ecosystems, pollution and global climate change. 

Solution (d) 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/earth-facing-sixth-mass-

extinction/article19260792.ece 

IASbaba AIPTS Test 5 

http://www.fao.org/conservation-agriculture/en/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/earth-facing-sixth-mass-extinction/article19260792.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/earth-facing-sixth-mass-extinction/article19260792.ece
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Q.71) Consider the following statements: 

1. Capital Adequacy Ratio (CAR) is the amount that banks have to maintain in the form of 

their own funds to offset any loss that banks incur if the account-holders fail to repay 

dues. 

2. CAR is decided by each individual bank 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Solution (a) 

 Statement 1 is correct. 



UPSC CSE PRELIMS -KEY & EXPLANATION  2018
 

www.iasbaba.com Page 98 
 

 Statement 2 is Incorrect – CAR is decided by RBI. 

Reference: https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/definition/capital-adequacy-ratio 

IASbaba Reference: Babapedia and AIPTS-8 and ILP Test- Set 8 Block 2 

 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/definition/capital-adequacy-ratio


UPSC CSE PRELIMS -KEY & EXPLANATION  2018
 

www.iasbaba.com Page 99 
 



UPSC CSE PRELIMS -KEY & EXPLANATION  2018
 

www.iasbaba.com Page 100 
 

 

 

Q.72) The identity platform ‘Aadhaar’ provides open “Application Programming Interfaces 

(APIs)”. What does it imply? 

1. It can be integrated into any electronic device. 

2. Online authentication using iris is possible. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 
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d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Solution (c*) 

 Statement 1 - APIs provided by Aadhaar can be integrated easily into any electronic 

device.  

 Statement 2 - APIs enable online authentication using a fingerprint or iris. 

Reference: https://blogs.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/toi-edit-page/how-digital-will-save-

india-unlike-china-indias-economic-revolution-will-come-from-services-not-manufacturing/ 

 

Q.73) Very recently, in which of the following countries have lakhs of people either suffered 

from severe famine/acute malnutrition or died due to starvation caused by war/ethnic 

conflicts? 

a) Angola and Zambia 

b) Morocco and Tunisia 

c) Venezuela and Colombia 

d) Yemen and South Sudan 

Solution (d) 

Reference:  

 http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/famine-again-a-threat-in-south-

sudan-new-report-says/article22856328.ece 

 http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/un-aid-groups-warn-of-starvation-

and-death-in-yemen/article20016002.ece 

 

Q.74) Regarding Wood’s Dispatch, which of the following statements are true? 

1. Grants-in-Aid system was introduced. 

2. Establishment of universities was recommended. 

3. English as a medium of instruction at all levels of education was recommended. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

https://blogs.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/toi-edit-page/how-digital-will-save-india-unlike-china-indias-economic-revolution-will-come-from-services-not-manufacturing/
https://blogs.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/toi-edit-page/how-digital-will-save-india-unlike-china-indias-economic-revolution-will-come-from-services-not-manufacturing/
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/famine-again-a-threat-in-south-sudan-new-report-says/article22856328.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/famine-again-a-threat-in-south-sudan-new-report-says/article22856328.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/un-aid-groups-warn-of-starvation-and-death-in-yemen/article20016002.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/un-aid-groups-warn-of-starvation-and-death-in-yemen/article20016002.ece
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c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Solution (a) 

 Statements 1 and 2 are correct. 

 Statement 3 is incorrect, as it recommended English as medium of instruction for Higher 

Education. 

IASbaba Reference:   

Set 2 Block 1 (Q.56) 

 

 

Q.75) With reference to the Parliament of India, which of the following Parliamentary 

Committees scrutinizes and reports to the House whether the powers to make regulations, 

rules, sub-rules, by-laws, etc. conferred by the Constitution or delegated by the Parliament are 

being properly exercised by the Executive within the scope of such delegation ? 

a) Committee on Government Assurances 
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b) Committee on Subordinate Legislation 

c) Rules Committee 

d) Business Advisory Committee 

Solution (b) 

Committee on Subordinate Legislation consists of 15 members nominated by the Speaker. A 

Minister is not nominated to this Committee. The Committee scrutinizes and reports to the 

House whether the powers to make regulations, rules, sub-rules, by-laws etc. conferred by the 

Constitution or delegated by Parliament are being properly exercised by the executive within 

the scope of such delegation. 

IASbaba Reference: 

ILP 2018 – Set 2 Block 1 (Q.4) 

 

 

Q.76) Consider the following statements: 

1. As per the Right to Education (RTE) Act, to be eligible for appointment as a teacher in a 

State, a person would be required to possess the minimum qualification laid down by 

the concerned State Council of Teacher Education. 

2. As per the RTE Act, for teaching primary classes, a candidate is required to pass a 

Teacher Eligibility Test conducted in accordance with the National Council of Teacher 

Education guidelines. 

3. In India, more than 90% of teacher education institutions are directly under the State 

Governments. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 
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d) 3 only 

Solution (b) 

NCTE, under RTE, has laid down the minimum educational & professional qualifications for a 

person to be eligible for an appointment as a teacher for classes’ I-VIII, which are applicable to 

all schools imparting elementary education, including the schools under the State Governments 

and to qualify under a Teacher Eligibility Test (TET). 

Reference:  

General Reference - 

http://mhrd.gov.in/sites/upload_files/mhrd/files/upload_document/RTE_TET.pdf 

IASbaba Reference – DNA – 3rd August 2017 - https://iasbaba.com/2017/08/iasbabas-daily-

current-affairs-3rd-aug-2017/ 

 

Q.77) Consider the following pairs: 

                  Traditions                   State 

1. Chapchar Kut festival - Mizoram 

2. Khongjom Parba ballad - Manipur 

3. Thang-Ta dance - Sikkim 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 1 and 2 

c) 3 only 

d) 2 and 3 

Solution (b) 

 Chapchar Kut festival - Mizoram 

 Khongjom Parba ballad - Manipur 

 Thang-Ta dance – Manipur 

IASbaba Reference:  

Babapedia – 22nd November (2017) and ILP Value Add- Set 8 Block 3 

http://mhrd.gov.in/sites/upload_files/mhrd/files/upload_document/RTE_TET.pdf
https://iasbaba.com/2017/08/iasbabas-daily-current-affairs-3rd-aug-2017/
https://iasbaba.com/2017/08/iasbabas-daily-current-affairs-3rd-aug-2017/
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Q.78) Consider the following statements: 

1. The Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006 replaced the Prevention of Food Adulteration 

Act, 1954. 

2. The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) is under the charge of Director 

General of Health Services in the Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 
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d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Solution (a) 

Food Safety and Standards Authority of India is an autonomous body established under the 

Ministry of Health & Family Welfare. It is not under the charge of Director General of Health 

Services. 

IASbaba’s Reference 

ILP Full Mock 2, Revision Test 8 and DNA-8th May 2018 
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https://iasbaba.com/2018/05/iasbabas-daily-current-affairs-prelims-mains-focus-8th-may-

2018/ 

 

Reference: 

https://foodlicensing.fssai.gov.in/about_fssai.aspx 

 

Q.79) The term “two-state solution” is sometimes mentioned in the news in the context of the 

affairs of 

a) China 

b) Israel 

c) Iraq 

d) Yemen 

Solution (b) 

 The two-state solution refers to a solution of the Israeli–Palestinian conflict which calls 

for "two states for two groups of people 

IASbaba Reference  

https://iasbaba.com/2018/05/iasbabas-daily-current-affairs-prelims-mains-focus-8th-may-2018/
https://iasbaba.com/2018/05/iasbabas-daily-current-affairs-prelims-mains-focus-8th-may-2018/
https://foodlicensing.fssai.gov.in/about_fssai.aspx
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Babapedia -  https://babapedia2018.iasbaba.com/2017/12/07/7th-november-two-state-

solution/ 

Daily Quiz – 30th November 2017 (Q.2) - https://iasbaba.com/2017/11/upsc-quiz-2017-

iasbabas-daily-current-affairs-quiz-day-92/ 

  

Q.80) With reference to the provisions made under the National Food Security Act, 2013; 

consider the following statements: 

1. The families coming under the category of ‘below poverty line (BPL)’ only are eligible to 

receive subsidised food grains. 

2. The eldest woman in a household, of age 18 years or above, shall be the head of the 

household for the purpose of issuance of a ration card. 

https://babapedia2018.iasbaba.com/2017/12/07/7th-november-two-state-solution/
https://babapedia2018.iasbaba.com/2017/12/07/7th-november-two-state-solution/
https://iasbaba.com/2017/11/upsc-quiz-2017-iasbabas-daily-current-affairs-quiz-day-92/
https://iasbaba.com/2017/11/upsc-quiz-2017-iasbabas-daily-current-affairs-quiz-day-92/
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3. Pregnant women and lactating mothers are entitled to a ‘take home ration’ of 1600 

calories per day during pregnancy and for six months thereafter. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 3 

d) 3 only 

Solution (b) 

 Statement 1 (Incorrect) – It is not for BPL ‘only’ 

 Statement 2 (Correct) - Eldest woman of the household of age 18 years or above to be 

the head of the household for the purpose of issuing of ration cards. 

 Statement 3 (Incorrect) – Take home ration of 800 calories. 

IASbaba’s Reference 

ILP Value Add- Set 5 Block 1- Economy  
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Reference: 

http://www.prsindia.org/uploads/media/Food%20Security/Food%20Security%20Bill,%20201

3.pdf 

 

Q.81) India enacted The Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and Protection) Act, 

1999 in order to comply with the obligations to 

http://www.prsindia.org/uploads/media/Food%20Security/Food%20Security%20Bill,%202013.pdf
http://www.prsindia.org/uploads/media/Food%20Security/Food%20Security%20Bill,%202013.pdf
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a) ILO 

b) IMF 

c) UNCTAD 

d) WTO 

Solution (d) 

The Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and Protection) Act, 1999 (GI Act) is a sui 

generis Act of the Parliament of India for protection of geographical indications in India. India, 

as a member of the World Trade Organization (WTO), enacted the Act to comply with the 

Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights. 

IASbaba Reference 

ILP Value Add- Set 8 Block 2- Economic Organization- WTO-TRIPS 

 

 

DNA (27th November) - Reviewing the GI Act, 1999 

https://iasbaba.com/2017/11/iasbabas-daily-current-affairs-prelims-mains-focus-27th-

november-2017/ 

https://iasbaba.com/2017/11/iasbabas-daily-current-affairs-prelims-mains-focus-27th-november-2017/
https://iasbaba.com/2017/11/iasbabas-daily-current-affairs-prelims-mains-focus-27th-november-2017/
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Q.82) Consider the following statements: 

1. In India, State Governments do not have the power to auction non-coal mines. 

2. Andhra Pradesh and Jharkhand do not have gold mines. 

3. Rajasthan has iron ore mines. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 3 

d) 3 only 

Solution: 

 Statement 1 (Incorrect) – State Government can auction 

 Statement 2 (Incorrect) – Jharkhand has gold mines 

 Statement 3 (Correct) – Rajasthan has iron ore mines 

 

IASbaba’s Reference 

ILP Value Add- Set 4 Block 3- Part 1  
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Reference: 

https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/tags/bhilwara-iron-ore-mine-in-rajasthan.html 

 

Q.83) With reference to digital payments, consider the following statements: 

1. BHIM app allows the user to transfer money to anyone with a UPI-enabled bank 

account. 

2. While a chip-pin debit card has four factors of authentication, BHIM app has only two 

factors of authentication. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Solution (a) 

 Statement 1 is correct. 

 Statement 2: BHIM app has three factors of authentication. 

IASbaba’s Reference 

AIPTS Test 26 

https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/tags/bhilwara-iron-ore-mine-in-rajasthan.html
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Reference: 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/BHIM-app-safer-than-mobile-wallets-says-e-

security-firm/article17009140.ece 

 

Q.84) Among the following cities, which one lies on a longitude closest to that of Delhi? 

a) Bengaluru 

b) Hyderabad 

c) Nagpur 

d) Pune 

Solution (a) 

 Bengaluru is the closest city to the longitude passing through Delhi. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/BHIM-app-safer-than-mobile-wallets-says-e-security-firm/article17009140.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/BHIM-app-safer-than-mobile-wallets-says-e-security-firm/article17009140.ece
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Q.85) International Labour Organisation’s Conventions 138 and 182 are related to 

a) Child labour 

b) Adaptation of agricultural practices to global climate change 

c) Regulation of food prices and food security 

d) Gender parity at the workplace 

Solution (a) 

 ILO Convention No. 182 on the worst forms of child labour, 1999 

 ILO Convention No. 138 on the minimum age for admission to employment and work 

IASbaba Reference: 

Babapedia – 29th November - https://babapedia2018.iasbaba.com/2017/11/29/29th-

november-minimum-age-convention-1973-no-138-and-worst-forms-of-child-labour-

convention-1999-no-182/ 

 

Reference: 

http://www.ilo.org/ipec/facts/ILOconventionsonchildlabour/lang--en/index.htm 

 

Q.86) Consider the following statements 

1. In the first Lok Sabha, the single largest party in the opposition was the Swatantra Party. 

2. In the Lok Sabha, a “Leader of the Opposition” was recognised for the first time in 1969. 

https://babapedia2018.iasbaba.com/2017/11/29/29th-november-minimum-age-convention-1973-no-138-and-worst-forms-of-child-labour-convention-1999-no-182/
https://babapedia2018.iasbaba.com/2017/11/29/29th-november-minimum-age-convention-1973-no-138-and-worst-forms-of-child-labour-convention-1999-no-182/
https://babapedia2018.iasbaba.com/2017/11/29/29th-november-minimum-age-convention-1973-no-138-and-worst-forms-of-child-labour-convention-1999-no-182/
http://www.ilo.org/ipec/facts/ILOconventionsonchildlabour/lang--en/index.htm
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3. In the Lok Sabha, if a party does not have a minimum of 75 members, its leader cannot 

be recognised as the Leader of the Opposition. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 3 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Solution (b) 

Eliminating Statement 3 - To become leader of opposition, the single largest political party in 

opposition should have at least 10% seats in the Lok Sabha. 

IASbaba Reference: 

AIPTS -Test 31 (Q.63) (One could get the answer by simple elimination) 

 

Reference:  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leader_of_the_Opposition_(India) 

 

Q.87) Which of the following leaf modifications occur(s) in the desert areas to inhibit water 

loss? 

1. Hard and waxy leaves 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leader_of_the_Opposition_(India)
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2. Tiny leaves 

3. Thorns instead of leaves 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

a) 2 and 3 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Solution (d) 

 A xerophyte is a species of plant that has adaptations to survive in an environment with 

little liquid water, such as a desert. The plants have waxy, tiny leaves. Plants have few or 

no leaves. 

IASbaba’s Reference 

ILP Value Add- Set 8 Block 1- World Climate (subtopic-Vegetation) 

 

 GC Leong (Desert Vegetation –Page 136) 

 



UPSC CSE PRELIMS -KEY & EXPLANATION  2018
 

www.iasbaba.com Page 119 
 

Q.88) As per the NSSO 70th Round “Situation Assessment - Survey of Agricultural Households”, 

consider the following statements: 

1. Rajasthan has the highest percentage share of agricultural households among its rural 

households. 

2. Out of the total agricultural households in the country, a little over 60 percent; belong 

to OBCs. 

3. In Kerala, a little over 60 percent of agricultural households reported to have received 

maximum income from sources other than agricultural activities. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 2 and 3 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Solution (c) 

 Statement 1 and 3 are correct 

 Statement 2 - The share of OBC households among rural households is around 45%. 

Reference: 

http://mospi.nic.in/sites/default/files/publication_reports/KI_70_33_19dec14.pdf 

 

Q.89) How is the National Green Tribunal (NGT) different from the Central Pollution Control 

Board (CPCB)? 

1. The NGT has been established by an Act whereas the CPCB has been created by an 

executive order of the Government. 

2. The NGT provides environmental justice and helps reduce the burden of litigation in the 

higher courts whereas the CPCB promotes cleanliness of streams and wells, and aims to 

improve the quality of air in the country. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

http://mospi.nic.in/sites/default/files/publication_reports/KI_70_33_19dec14.pdf
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d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Solution (b) 

Statement 1 (Incorrect) – CPCB was established under the Water (Prevention and Control of 

Pollution) Act. 

Statement 2 (Correct) 

 CPCB aims to promote cleanliness of streams and wells in different areas of the States 

by prevention, control and abatement of water pollution, and to improve the quality of 

air and to prevent, control or abate air pollution in the country. 

 NGT shall provide speedy environmental justice and help reduce the burden of litigation 

in the higher courts. 

IASbaba Reference:  

ILP 2018 - Q.59) – Revision Test 7 and ILP Value Add- Set 7 Block 2- Environment VAN on Acts 
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Reference: 

 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Green_Tribunal_Act 

 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Pollution_Control_Board 

 

Q.90) Consider the following statements 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Green_Tribunal_Act
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Pollution_Control_Board
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1. The Parliament of India can place a particular law in the Ninth Schedule of the 

Constitution of India 

2. The validity of a law placed in the Ninth Schedule cannot be examined by any court and 

no judgement can be made on it 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Solution (a) 

 Statement 1 is correct. 

 Statement 2 is incorrect - IR Coelho versus State of Tamil Nadu, 2007 - All laws (including 

those in the Ninth Schedule) would be open to Judicial Review if they violated the basic 

structure of the constitution. 

IASbaba Reference: 

AIPTS – Test 1 (Q.60) 

 

Reference: https://lawlex.org/lex-bulletin/case-analysis-i-r-coelho-v-state-of-tamil-nadu-air-

2007-sc-861/10158 

 

 

https://lawlex.org/lex-bulletin/case-analysis-i-r-coelho-v-state-of-tamil-nadu-air-2007-sc-861/10158
https://lawlex.org/lex-bulletin/case-analysis-i-r-coelho-v-state-of-tamil-nadu-air-2007-sc-861/10158
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Q.91) Which one of the following best describes the term “Merchant Discount Rate” sometimes 

seen in news? 

a) The incentive given by a bank to a merchant for accepting payments through debit cards 

pertaining to that bank. 

b) The amount paid back by banks to their customers when they use debit cards for 

financial transactions for purchasing goods or services. 

c) The charge to a merchant by a bank for accepting payments from his customers through 

the bank’s debit cards. 

d) The incentive given by the Government to merchants for promoting digital payments by 

their customers through Point of Sale (PoS) machines and debit cards. 

Solution (d) 

 MDR is a fee charged from a merchant by a bank for accepting payments from 

customers through credit and debit cards in their establishments. 

IASbaba Reference:  

 DNA (4th March 2017) - https://iasbaba.com/2017/03/iasbabas-daily-current-affairs-

4th-march-2017/ 

 

Reference: https://www.livemint.com/Money/qD07t9msbVE0grcEX4V0cO/DeJargoned-

Merchant-Discount-Rate-on-debit-cards.html 

 

Q.92) What is/are the consequence/consequences of a country becoming the member of the 

‘Nuclear Suppliers Group’? 

1. It will have access to the latest and most efficient nuclear technologies. 

2. It automatically becomes a member of “The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 

Weapons (NPT)”. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

https://iasbaba.com/2017/03/iasbabas-daily-current-affairs-4th-march-2017/
https://iasbaba.com/2017/03/iasbabas-daily-current-affairs-4th-march-2017/
https://www.livemint.com/Money/qD07t9msbVE0grcEX4V0cO/DeJargoned-Merchant-Discount-Rate-on-debit-cards.html
https://www.livemint.com/Money/qD07t9msbVE0grcEX4V0cO/DeJargoned-Merchant-Discount-Rate-on-debit-cards.html
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a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Solution (a) 

The Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) is a multilateral export control regime and a group of 

nuclear supplier countries that seek to prevent nuclear proliferation by controlling the export of 

materials, equipment and technology that can be used to manufacture nuclear weapons. If 

India becomes member of NSG, it can commercially produce nuclear power equipment, which 

it can then even sell to other countries. 

NSG membership has nothing to do with automatic membership of NPT. 

IASbaba’s Reference 

Babapedia 
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https://iasbaba.com/2016/06/the-big-picture-how-important-is-it-for-india-to-be-part-of-

nsg/ 

 

Reference: http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-news-india/npt-not-required-for-

nuclear-suppliers-group-membership-india/ 

 

Q.93) With reference to India’s decision to levy an equalization tax of 6% on online 

advertisement services offered by non-resident entities, which of the following statements 

is/are correct ? 

1. It is introduced as a part of the Income Tax Act. 

2. Non-resident entities that offer advertisement services in India can claim a tax credit in 

their home country under the “Double Taxation Avoidance Agreements”. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Solution (d) 

The levy would be under a separate self-contained code and is not part of the income-tax law. It 

is outside the scope of tax treaties entered into by India with other countries. 

Reference: 

 https://www.incometaxindia.gov.in/Communications/Notification/Notification38201

6.pdf 

 http://www.ey.com/Publication/vwLUAssets/Template_Equalisation_Levy_Alert.pdf/

$FILE/Template_Equalisation_Levy_Alert.pdf 

 https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/govt-may-put-off-

expansion-of-equalisation-levys-range/articleshow/62596459.cms 

 

Q.94) Consider the following statements: 

https://iasbaba.com/2016/06/the-big-picture-how-important-is-it-for-india-to-be-part-of-nsg/
https://iasbaba.com/2016/06/the-big-picture-how-important-is-it-for-india-to-be-part-of-nsg/
http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-news-india/npt-not-required-for-nuclear-suppliers-group-membership-india/
http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-news-india/npt-not-required-for-nuclear-suppliers-group-membership-india/
https://www.incometaxindia.gov.in/Communications/Notification/Notification382016.pdf
https://www.incometaxindia.gov.in/Communications/Notification/Notification382016.pdf
http://www.ey.com/Publication/vwLUAssets/Template_Equalisation_Levy_Alert.pdf/$FILE/Template_Equalisation_Levy_Alert.pdf
http://www.ey.com/Publication/vwLUAssets/Template_Equalisation_Levy_Alert.pdf/$FILE/Template_Equalisation_Levy_Alert.pdf
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/govt-may-put-off-expansion-of-equalisation-levys-range/articleshow/62596459.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/govt-may-put-off-expansion-of-equalisation-levys-range/articleshow/62596459.cms
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1. The Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management (FRBM) Review Committee Report 

has recommended a debt to GDP ratio of 60% for the general (combined) government 

by 2023, comprising 40% for the Central Government and 20% for the State 

Governments. 

2. The Central Government has domestic liabilities of 21% of GDP as compared to that of 

49% of GDP of the State Governments. 

3. As per the Constitution of India, it is mandatory for a State to take the Central 

Government’s consent for raising any loan if the former owes any outstanding liabilities 

to the latter. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Solution (c) 

 Statement 1 and 3 are correct. 

 Statement 2 (Incorrect) - Union government has larger domestic liabilities of 49.23% of 

GDP as compared to that of the States (21% of GDP). 

IASbaba’s Reference 

ILP Value Add- Set 2 Block 3 and SET 4 Block 3 ILP Test 



UPSC CSE PRELIMS -KEY & EXPLANATION  2018
 

www.iasbaba.com Page 128 
 

 



UPSC CSE PRELIMS -KEY & EXPLANATION  2018
 

www.iasbaba.com Page 129 
 

 

 

Reference: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/learning-to-run-twice-as-

fast/article18261883.ece 

 

Q.95) Consider the following statements: 

1. The quantity of imported edible oils is more than the domestic production of edible oils 

in the last five years. 

2. The Government does not impose any customs duty on all the imported edible oils as a 

special case. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only  

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Solution (a) 

India is the world’s largest importer of edible oils. Customs duty is imposed on edible oil. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/learning-to-run-twice-as-fast/article18261883.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/learning-to-run-twice-as-fast/article18261883.ece
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Reference: 

 https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/agriculture/india-still-highly-

dependent-on-edible-oil-imports-icra/articleshow/60360710.cms 

 https://www.finmin.nic.in/sites/default/files/ReportRationalEC.pdf 

 https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/government-raises-

import-duty-on-cotton-seed-oil-olive-oil/articleshow/62743500.cms 

 

Q.96) He wrote biographies of Mazzini, Garibaldi, Shivaji and Shrikrishna; stayed in America for 

some time; and was also elected to the Central Assembly. He was 

a) Aurobindo Ghosh 

b) Bipin Chandra Pal 

c) Lala Lajpat Rai 

d) Motilal Nehru 

Solution (c) 

Reference: 

http://shodhganga.inflibnet.ac.in/bitstream/10603/74210/14/14_chapter%205.pdf 

 

Q.97) Consider the following statements: 

1. Aadhaar card can be used as a proof of citizenship or domicile. 

2. Once issued, Aadhaar number cannot be deactivated or omitted by the Issuing 

Authority. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Solution (d) 

 It is just an identification card. It is not a proof of citizenship or domicile. 

 It can be deactivated by UIDAI. 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/agriculture/india-still-highly-dependent-on-edible-oil-imports-icra/articleshow/60360710.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/agriculture/india-still-highly-dependent-on-edible-oil-imports-icra/articleshow/60360710.cms
https://www.finmin.nic.in/sites/default/files/ReportRationalEC.pdf
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/government-raises-import-duty-on-cotton-seed-oil-olive-oil/articleshow/62743500.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/government-raises-import-duty-on-cotton-seed-oil-olive-oil/articleshow/62743500.cms
http://shodhganga.inflibnet.ac.in/bitstream/10603/74210/14/14_chapter%205.pdf
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Reference: https://www.businesstoday.in/current/policy/aadhaar-can-be-deactivated-for-

several-reasons-know-how-to-activate-it-again/story/259855.html 

 

Q.98) Which of the following has/have shrunk immensely/dried up in the recent past due to 

human activities? 

1. Aral Sea 

2. Black Sea 

3. Lake Baikal 

Select the, correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 2 only 

d) 1 and 3 only 

Solution (d) 

Both Aral Sea and Lake Baikal are shrinking. The shrinking of the Aral Sea has been called "one 

of the planet's worst environmental disasters".  

Reference: 

 https://www.unian.info/world/1278829-tass-shrinking-baikal-dries-wells-300-

kilometers-away-from-unique-lake.html 

 https://www.thoughtco.com/is-the-aral-sea-shrinking-1434959 

 

Q.99) “Rule of Law Index” is released by which of the following? 

a) Amnesty International 

b) International Court of Justice 

c) The Office of UN Commissioner for Human Rights 

d) World Justice Project 

Solution (d) 

 WJP Rule of Law Index measures countries' rule of law performance across eight factors: 

Constraints on Government Powers, Absence of Corruption, Open Government, 

https://www.businesstoday.in/current/policy/aadhaar-can-be-deactivated-for-several-reasons-know-how-to-activate-it-again/story/259855.html
https://www.businesstoday.in/current/policy/aadhaar-can-be-deactivated-for-several-reasons-know-how-to-activate-it-again/story/259855.html
https://www.unian.info/world/1278829-tass-shrinking-baikal-dries-wells-300-kilometers-away-from-unique-lake.html
https://www.unian.info/world/1278829-tass-shrinking-baikal-dries-wells-300-kilometers-away-from-unique-lake.html
https://www.thoughtco.com/is-the-aral-sea-shrinking-1434959
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Fundamental Rights, Order and Security, Regulatory Enforcement, Civil Justice, and 

Criminal Justice. 

Reference: https://worldjusticeproject.org/our-work/wjp-rule-law-index/wjp-rule-law-index-

2017%E2%80%932018 

 

Q.100) Which one of the following links all the ATMs in India? 

a) Indian Banks’ Association 

b) National Securities Depository Limited 

c) National Payments Corporation of India 

d) Reserve Bank of India 

Solution (c) 

 National Financial Switch (NFS) is the largest network of shared automated teller 

machines (ATMs) in India.  

 It was designed, developed and deployed by the Institute for Development and 

Research in Banking Technology (IDRBT) in 2004, with the goal of inter-connecting the 

ATMs in the country and facilitating convenience banking. It is run by the National 

Payments Corporation of India (NPCI). 

IASbaba Reference:  

ILP 2018 (Set 3 Block 2) Q.33) Solution 

 

AIPTS 2018 (Test 29 – Q.82) 

https://worldjusticeproject.org/our-work/wjp-rule-law-index/wjp-rule-law-index-2017%E2%80%932018
https://worldjusticeproject.org/our-work/wjp-rule-law-index/wjp-rule-law-index-2017%E2%80%932018
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