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Q.1) ‘Beresheet Spacecraft’ is being developed by

a) China
b) Israel
¢) India
d) USA

Q.1) Solution (b)

It is a spacecraft destined for the moon. It will be the first mission of its kind since 2013 and,
if it is successful, Israel will be the fourth country to carry out a controlled “soft” landing of
an unmanned vessel on the moon.

The craft, called Beresheet, Hebrew for Genesis, is shaped like a round table with four
carbon-fibre legs, stands about 1.5 meters tall and weighs 585 kg (1,290 Ib) - with fuel
accounting for two-thirds of that weight.

Source: https://www.pressreader.com/india/the-hindu/20181218/282492889796821

Q.2) Consider the following statements with respect to ‘Eklavya Model Residential
Schools’

1. As per the budget 2018-19, every block with more than 50% ST population and at
least 20,000 tribal persons, will have an Eklavya Model Residential School by the year
2022

2. It will be affiliated to the Central Boards of Secondary Education only

Select the correct code:

a) 10nly

b) 2 Only

c¢) Both1land?2
d) Neither 1 nor2

Q.2) Solution (a)

The objective of EMRS is to provide quality middle and high level education to Scheduled
Tribe (ST) students in remote areas, not only to enable them to avail of reservation in high
and professional educational courses and as jobs in government and public and private
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sectors but also to have access to the best opportunities in education at par with the non ST
population. This would be achieved by:

Comprehensive physical, mental and socially relevant development of all students
enrolled in each and every EMRS. Students will be empowered to be change agent,
beginning in their school, in their homes, in their village and finally in a larger
context.

Focus differentially on the educational support to be made available to those in
Standards XI and XlI, and those in standards VI to X, so that their distinctive needs
can be met.

Support the annual running expenses in a manner that offers reasonable
remuneration to the staff and upkeep of the facilities.

Support the construction of infrastructure that provides education, physical,
environmental and cultural needs of student life.

The EMRSs may be affiliated either to the State or Central Boards of Secondary Education as
desired fit by the State Governments/UT Administration.

The norms and standards for a school class VI to class VIl in respect of the number of
teachers to be appointed, as provided in the Schedule to the Right of Children to Free and
Compulsory Education Act 2009 shall be strictly followed.

As per the budget 2018-19, every block with more than 50% ST population and at least
20,000 tribal persons, will have an Eklavya Model Residential School by the year 2022.

Source: http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1556178

Q.3) Consider the following statements with respect to ‘IMPRESS Scheme’

1.

2.

It aims to encourage social science research in policy relevant areas so as to provide
vital inputs in policy-formulation, implementation and evaluation and is
implemented by the Indian Council of Social Science Research

It is an initiative of the Ministry of Human Resource Development

Select the correct code:

a) 10nly

b) 2 Only

c¢) Bothland?2
d) Neither 1 nor2
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Q.3) Solution (c)

Impactful Policy Research in Social Science (IMPRESS) aims to encourage social science
research in policy relevant areas so as to provide vital inputs in policy-formulation,

implementation and evaluation.

The IMPRESS is an initiative of the Ministry of Human Resource Development, Government
of India and is being implemented by the Indian Council of Social Science Research. The
scheme was sanctioned in August 2018 at a total cost of Rs.414 Cr for implementation up to
31.3.2021.

Objectives

To identify and fund research proposals in social sciences with maximum impact on
the governance and society.

To focus research on (11) broad thematic areas such as : State and Democracy,
Urban transformation, Media, Culture and Society, Employment, Skills and Rural
transformation, Governance, Innovation and Public Policy, Growth, Macro-trade and
Economic Policy, Agriculture and Rural Development, Health and Environment,
Science and Education, Social Media and Technology, Politics, Law and Economics.
The Sub-Theme areas will be decided on the basis of Expert Groups’ advice before
notifying the scheme and calling for applications.

To ensure selection of projects through a transparent, competitive process on online
mode.

To provide opportunity for social science researchers in any institution in the
country, including all Universities (Central and State), private institutions with 12(B)
status conferred by UGC.

Eligibility

All Government funded institutions including Universities (central and state ),
private institutions with UGC 12(b) status and ICSSR Research Institutes are eligible
to apply.

The Project Director should be a regular employee, possessing Ph.D. degree and
have an interest in high quality research which may be evidenced by past studies,
publications and academic background. In case the project has co-Director(s), they
should have proven research interest.

Retired faculties with proven research interests can also apply under the scheme but
they would be required to get themselves affiliated to any of the research
institutions mentioned in clause Point 1.

Individual scholars can apply for maximum two projects at a time. However, in case
both projects are selected, the applicant can choose only one project at level 3.
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Institutes having good research infrastructure and resources may apply for a number
of proposals.

Source: http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1556254

Q.4) Consider the following statements with respect to ‘RISE Scheme’

1. Under the scheme, selected school children from North Eastern States are brought
in close contact with the Indian Institute of Technology (lITs), Indian Institutes of
Science Education and Research (IISERs) and National Institute of Advanced Studies
(NIAS) during the vacation period to motivate them to pursue science, technology,
engineering and mathematics and to facilitate internship opportunities for the
engineering college students in various institutes of national importance.

2. Under the scheme, scholarship is provided to the students having parental income
upto Rs. 4.5 lakh per annum, from the North East Region for pursuing general
degree, technical and professional degree courses including medical and para-
medical courses.

Which of the following statements is/are correct?

a) 10nly

b) 2 Only

c¢) Bothland?2
d) Neither 1 nor2

Q.4) Solution (d)
RISE stands for Revitalising of Infrastructure and Systems in Education.

To step up investments in research and related infrastructure in premier educational
institutions, including health institutions

Government has approved “Revitalising Infrastructure and Systems in Education by 2022”,
as per which the scope of institutions to be funded through Higher Education Financing
Agency (HEFA) has been enlarged to encompass School Education and Medical Education
institutions, apart from Higher Education. The total authorized equity capital of HEFA has
been raised to Rs.10,000 crore, with the facility to leverage additional resources from the
market, based on requirement. A total Government equity of Rs. 6,000 Crore, has been
approved.

Source: http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1556254
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Q.5) Which of the following statements with respect to ‘TARE Scheme’ is/are correct?

a)

b)

d)

It offers opportunities for up to 100 PhD students admitted in the Indian institutions
for gaining exposure and training in overseas universities / institutions of repute and
areas of importance to country for period up to 12 months during their doctoral
research.

It is aimed to provide fixed grant support to active researchers with good credentials
in Mathematical Sciences.

It aims at supporting proposals that are conceptually new and risky, and if successful,
expected to have a paradigm shifting influence on the S&T.

It aims to tap the latent potential of faculty working in state universities, colleges
and private academic institutions who are well trained but have difficulty in pursuing
their research due to varied reasons including lack of facilities, funding and guidance.

Q.5) Solution (d)

Teacher Associate ship for Research Excellence (TARE)

The Scheme aims to tap the latent potential of faculty working in state universities,
colleges and private academic institutions who are well trained but have difficulty in
pursuing their research due to varied reasons including lack of facilities, funding and
guidance.

This scheme facilitates mobility of such faculty members to carryout research in a
well-established public funded institution such as IITs, 1ISc, IISERS and other National
Institutions (NITs, CSIR, ICAR, ICMR labs, etc) and Central Universities located
preferably nearer to the institution where the faculty member is working. Up to 500
TAs will be supported under this scheme.
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