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PREFACE

With the present shift in examination pattern of UPSC Civil Services Examination, ‘General
Studies — Il and General Studies Il can safely be replaced with ‘Current Affairs’. Moreover,
following the recent trend of UPSC, almost all the questions are issue-based rather than news-
based. Therefore, the right approach to preparation is to prepare issues, rather than just
reading news.

Taking this into account, our website www.iasbaba.com will cover current affairs focusing more

on ‘issues’ on a daily basis. This will help you pick up relevant news items of the day from
various national dailies such as The Hindu, Indian Express, Business Standard, LiveMint,
Business Line and other important Online sources. Over time, some of these news items will
become important issues.

UPSC has the knack of picking such issues and asking general opinion based questions.
Answering such questions will require general awareness and an overall understanding of the
issue. Therefore, we intend to create the right understanding among aspirants — ‘How to cover
these issues?

This is the 48" edition of IASbaba’s Monthly Magazine. This edition covers all important issues
that were in news in the month of MAY 2019 which can be accessed from
https://iasbaba.com/current-affairs-for-ias-upsc-exams/

VALUE ADDITIONS FROM IASBABA

e Must Read and Connecting the dots.

e Also, we have introduced Prelim and mains focused snippets and Test Your Knowledge
(Prelims MCQs based on daily current affairs) which shall guide you for better revision.

e ‘Must Read’ section, will give you important links to be read from exam perspective.
This will make sure that, you don’t miss out on any important news/editorials from
various newspapers on daily basis.

e Under each news article, ‘Connecting the dots’ facilitates your thinking to connect and
ponder over various aspects of an issue. Basically, it helps you in understanding an issue
from multi-dimensional view-point. You will understand its importance while giving
Mains or Interview.

Must Read Articles: We have not included them in the magazine. Those following DNA on daily
basis may follow it- https://iasbaba.com/current-affairs-for-ias-upsc-exams/

“Tell my mistakes to me not to others, because these are to be corrected by me, not by them.”

www.lASbaba.com



http://www.iasbaba.com/
https://iasbaba.com/current-affairs-for-ias-upsc-exams/
https://iasbaba.com/current-affairs-for-ias-upsc-exams/

Page |2

Contents
HISTORY/CULTURE/GEOGRAPHY .....cceuuueeiieiiirriteeeennnnesseseeseeeessesssssssssssssesssssennns 6
IN News: Pattachitra PaiNtingS ......cuiiiiiciiii e e e e s s e e e e sbee e s e nareeas 6
ASIUNEArths treasure at U.P. SITE ..occuiiiciiieie ettt sbe e s e e sate e sbae e sabeeenes 6
Tourist footfall in Hampi down by nearly a lakh.........cc.oooiiiriee e 7
(e Te] o= [ o I a1 A V7 | PSPPI 7
Monsoon and its forecast MEChaNISM .......ccuii it esree e sreeenes 8
POLITY/GOVERNANC E .....ccuuueiieerieieeeennnnseeseseeseereeessnnsssssssesseessssssnnnssssssssssesssanns 10
Madras HC curbs L-G role in PUUCHEITY .........oiiiiiii ettt ettt 10
Turf battle derails future of Train 18 ......ccociiiiiiiiiiie et e e e e e e saae e sreeesareeen 10
Need for JUdiCial REFOIMS ... ..eiiie e e e st e e s e sabae e e e s beee e esareeas 11
Judicial Review and Judicial ACTIVISM ......ciiiiieiir ettt e e e saae e sae e e saree s 13
271 I 2= 1 £ PR PR 15
Why medical devices need their OWN [aW? ........uiiiiiiiiiiicee e e e e e 17
SOCIAL ISSUE/WELFARE......ccctttteeeennneeeeeeeteeeeensnsssssseeseeeeseesssnssssssssssssssssssnnnnnnes 20
Why we need SOCIAliISM tOUAY?.....cciiiiiiiiciiie e et e e et e e e e sarae e e esataeesesnnreeeens 20
PepsiCo versus potato GroWiNg FarMErS .......c..eiiiciiie i et eree e et e e e e eree e e e bee e s eareeas 23
Issues with Contract farming in INdia ......oooveiieiiie e e e 24
India becoming older before becoming FiCher ..o 26
Caste-based discrimination continues: Tadvi case and Thorat Committee........ccccecvevvvvrevieercreeennn. 28
WOMEN ISSUE ... oo eieiiiiiiiiiiiieiiireiieteteessestastastastastassassassssssssssssassassassassans 31
Factors responsible for poor participation of women in the workforce .........ccoocveiieecieeiecciee e, 31
HEALTH ISSUE ... ieiiiiiiiieiteiieiteitetencesceecsessestastostastassassassassssssnssassassassanse 34
The cost of antimicrobial rESISTANCE ...c..iiiiiieiii et sba e e saree s 34
What a new Lancet study reveals about HIV and ART? ........cooviiiiiiiiiiiee e e e esanee e 35
State prepares to battle dENGUE ........cev e e e e e e rre e e e e e e e e e eannnes 36
National Institute Of NULITION ...ooueiiiiiiiee et sbe e e 37
Pan-India scale up of food fortification: Steps taken and Challenges ........ccccceeviveeievcieeeccciee e, 38
GOVERNMENT SCHEMES .....c.coiiiiiiiiniieiieiieiniseiiesiesiesissisiieiassessessessessassasses 41

www.lASbaba.com




Page |3

Why capping Stent PriCeS iS NO CUIET ...ccoiieeiiiiiieee e ettt e e e e ecree e e e e e e e e brra e e e e e e e e seaabsaaeeeeaesesannsnnes 41
Shanta Kumar Committee Report: ANAlYSiS......ccuiiiiiiiieieiiiie ettt e e rre e e are e e e earaee e 42
LY Y 1YLy LR 44

Asia-Pacific to 8row 5.7% this YEar: ADB ........ccoiciiiiiiiiiiieeiiee e estte e estee e sree e e sree e s sre e e s ssbeeessareeas 46
WTO issues: Talking fair trade in DeINi .....c.ueviieiiiii e e e 46
Iran says it Will NOt hONOUr NUCIEAN CUIDS.......ooiiiiiee e e 48
New clouds over the Persian Gulf: Iran threatens to withdraw from the 2015 nuclear deal ............ 49
Trump raises tariffs 0N ChiNESE SO0US......cccuiiiiiiiiiieeiee e e sree e s e e s s areeas 50
ChiNa — US Trade WAl ..eceeieeciee ettt ettt ste e s te st e st e e sate e sbe e e sabeesabeesabaessabeesnsaeensteesnsneensnes 51
The Global ‘War on Terror’: Not a right approach to fight terrorism......cccccoceeeecieeiiccee e, 51
CTBTO invites INdia t0 D& @N ODSEIVEN .......oiiiiiiie e e e e sbee e e e eanes 53
REVITAIIZING IBSA ...ttt ettt e e et e e e e ettt e e e e eabae e e e e abeeeeseabaeeeeasbaeaeeanbeseeeasbaeesennseeesannsenas 54

INDIA AND THE WORLD ......ccuuiiiiunirinniiiiineiniiniinieinieeiineeeiniessinessisiesssesessses 37

Iranian oil dilemma for China, Turkey and India as US ends WaiVer..........cccccceveeeiieeeeciieeeecciee e, 57
INdia-US ties face tOUGN tEITAIN ......uiii it e s e e e e e sbe e e e esareeas 59
India’s rising stature in global trade: Conflict With US..........cccooiiiiiiicie e, 62
US-China tariff war: An opportunity for INdia.........cccoocoiiiiiiiiee e e 64
India-Canada: Concerns and POTENtIal......ccoccuiiiiiiiiii i 65
WAy fOrWard FOr RCEP.........oooi ettt e e e et e e e et e e e e e at e e e e e aaae e e e asaeeeeansbeeesannsaeanan 67
New points-based green Card SYSTEM........coc ittt e e e e ree e e e et e e e e e eabae e e esabeeesenrenas 69
COMUCASA ...ttt ettt e s ettt e a bt e s bt e e bt e e s a b e e s abaeesabeesabeesbbeesabeeeaabeesabaesabaeesabaesabaeenteesasaeenanes 70
India intensifying its naval engagements in SOUth ASia........ccciieeiiii e e e 70
Setting up of Indo-Pacific Wing in the MEA...........oooo ittt e e areee e 72
Need to find a sustainable model of economMic rowth........ccccoeveiiiiiiciii i, 75
Putting Taiwan on India’s diplomatic Priority.......ccceeecciiieeciiee e e e 76
India-Japan Strengthening relatioNships .........oooiiii e e 79

o o= T 00T o] L= ol G SRS 82
INNEWS: FCRA . ..ttt et e e e e s e s bbbttt e e e s e s s b e bt e e e e s s sasnnreneeeeesssanas 83
The risk of India slipping into @ MiddIe-iNnCOME Trap ........ccccuveeeeeiiee e e 84
RESOIVING ThE NPA CriSiS...eiiiitiiieiiitiieeeeitiee e ettt e s estte e e estee e e e ebee e e esbreeessbaeeeesabaeeeesnseeesensseeesesseesessasens 85
RESOIVING NPA CriSiS: [l ..uuiiiiiiiiiee ittt eettee ettt rtte e e e ettt e e e e e tee e e s sabae e e seataeeeesnbeeesesnseeeeesnseeeeenasenas 88
Geography of industrial growth in a federal POlitY.......cccoviiieciiii i 90
INia’s digital PATRWAY ....coiiiiieie e e e e e e e e br e e e nareeas 92
India’s ongoing transformation towards a Digital ECONOMY.......ccccueiieiiiiiieciiee e e e 94
India needs an INAUSEFIAl POLICY covvie i e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eaas 96

www.lASbaba.com




Focusing on fundamental reforms....... ..o e e e e a e 99
Structural Reforms in VarioUs SECLOIS .....cicuiiiriieiiie ettt ettt et st s ssiee e s be e s saae e saeeesbeessasee s 100
Merger of NSSO with CSO: Integrity of data.......cccoveiiiciiii et 102
Measuring Employment in INAia........oociiiiiiiieecee e e s e s e e s saee e e e e 104
AGRICULTURE .....c.ctuiiiiiieiiiiieiiiiiieiieeiieesiaiisieisiisesisssiasssssssssssssssssasssasssasssnnss 106
Achieving the target of Doubling farmers’ iNCOME........ccivviiiiiciii e 106
ENVIRONMENT/POLLUTION ....ccuuuiiiiireeienitenneeieeerennesseseeesssssessessssssesssssssssssanes 108
Only 10 of 100 Ganga sewage projects COMPIEted ........ccveviiciiiiieciiieeccee e 108
Conservation MinUS the PEOPIET ......eei it e e et e e e e e e e eabaeeesnaaaeaean 108
Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES)......... 111
The Politics of the Climate crisis and People’s MOVEMENT .......cccuviieecieeiiciiie e 112
Fani’s fury creates four new mouths in Odisha’s Chilika Lake..........ccoocuiiiieiiiiiicciee e 114
Gujarat facing MaSSIVE WaAter CriSiS.....uiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieiiiie e seiree e e e st e e e sare e e s sbaeeessabaeeessneaeeeeas 114
Protecting fOr@St frINGES ..ociieiiiee et et e et e e e et te e e e e bt e e e e ebteeeesntaeeesntaeaeennes 115
ANIMALS/NATIONAL PARKS IN NEWS......cceuurieieerrrrereennnnnnseeeeeeeseeennnssnnnnsens 118
Tiger Reserve in news: Rajaji Tiger Reserve, Uttarakhand ...........cccoooeiiiiiiiiccien e, 118
Animal in news: grizzled giant SQUITTEl .......uviii i e 118
1 million species at risk of eXtinCtion: UN........ccooiiiiiiiiiiiee ettt e s e 119
DNA database coming up for Indian rhino ..........ccuoiiiiiiie e 121
Wildlife Sanctuary in news: Balukhand-Konark............ceeeciiiiiiiiieecciies e 121
ANIMal iN NEWS: SIENAEI LOTIS .eouviiiiieieiie ettt ettt ettt et esbee e sabe e sabe e sbbeesabeeenanes 122
Scorching heat forces animals OUL.........ooocuiiiiiiiiii e et e e e araeas 122
INFRASTRUCTURE/ENERGY .....ccoettiteeeennnnnnreeeerereerennnnssssssseseeseesssnssssssssssssssssnens 124
EVs are an idea Whose time is YT 0 COME .....oiiiiiiiiieiiiee ettt et e e ate e e e et e e e earae e e eanes 124
EMPOWENING INAIAN CILIES 1oiiuvieeiieiiiee ettt e s e e e et ae e e e s bte e e e sbaeeeesbteeessntaeessnnes 125
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY ....cicuiiiiniiniienianienianienieiestessssssssssssassassassassassansanes 129
India’s second moon mMission: Chandrayaan-2 .........ccoccueeeiecieieicciiee e ecciee e eete e e e eiee e e s ssaraeeeeanes 129
Chandrayaan-2 will carry 14 payloads from INdia .........cccoueeeeiiiiiieciiie e e 129
‘MANAV: HUMAN AtIas INITIatiVe’ ....cccueeeciee ettt e et te et e e e s e e e neeesnneeenes 130
Artificial Intelligence and its disastrous CONSEQUENCES ......c.ueveeevieeiiiiiee et e e e 131
DISASTER MANAGEMENT .....ccuiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiiiiniiectesieniaiisisssssessessessessassasses 133
Cyclone Fani: Odisha evacuates over 11 1akh ........cccviiiiiiieiiiiiieccceeeccree e e 133

www.lASbaba.com




Page |5

DEFENCE/INTERNAL SECURITY/SECURITY ...ccottriirrmmmnnenrereeeeereeeennnssssessesseeeeenens 134
U.NL ISTING OF AZNAT oo e e e e st e e s sbte e e s sbte e e s sbeeeessseaeesnnnes 134
UN Security Council designates Masood Azhar as global terrorist........ccccceeeeciiiieeieiiceccciieeee e, 135
Lost lives: on Gadchiroli Naxal attack..........cccveeeieiiiie i are e e eanes 136
India, U.K. in talks to build @ Naval SUPEr-Carrier ..o ciiii it 137
US and China account for half of world’s military spending.........cccccvvcieeiiniiiiiinceee e 138
Navy joins exercises in SOULh China SEa .......cuiiiiiciiii ittt e et eerre e e e aee e e e eanes 139
PERSON IN NEWS......c o ciiiiiiiitiiieitettetetetetestescascsscssssassassassassassassassassassans 140
MISCELLANEQOUS......ccciuiiiiiniiiiiiiiieiieiieiiesieiiasiaisisecsessessessessessassassassassassasssns 140
(TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE) ....cccuuueerreennneeereennneeereennseeereensseceessnnsssssessnnssssssanns 145
2019 MARCH MONTH CURRENT AFFAIRS MCQS SOLUTIONS ... 146

www.lASbaba.com




Page |6

HISTORY/CULTURE/GEOGRAPHY

In news: Pattachitra paintings

Context

e Cyclone Fani teared down artists’ village in Odisha. Many pieces of art (especially
Pattachitra, a traditional cloth-based scroll painting) in heritage hub have been
damaged.

About Pattachitra

e Pattachitra is a general term for traditional, cloth-based scroll painting, based in the
eastern Indian state, Odisha.

e In the Sanskrit language, "Patta" literally means "cloth" and "Chitra" means "picture".
Most of these paintings depict stories of Hindu deities.

e The Pattachitras are known for its intricate designs and was given the Gl tag in 2008.

e These paintings are made on a canvas, which is prepared by mashing an old cotton cloth
and palm leaves. When the canvas dries up, it is hardened using a paste of tamarind,
turmeric, chalk and granite powder. The colours used in these paintings are made from
from coal, conch shells, turmeric, chalk powder, leaves of selected plants and soft
stones.

ASI| unearths treasure at U.P. site

In news:

e Archaeological Survey of India during its excavation of 4,000-year-old burial sites in
Uttar Pradesh’s Sanauli unearthed underground “sacred chambers”, decorated “legged
coffins” as well as rice and dal in pots and animal bones buried with the bodies.

e Three chariots, some coffins, shields, swords and helmets had been unearthed, pointing
towards the existence of a “warrior class in the area around 2,000 BCE”.

e According to the ASI, the site is different from the Harappan culture.

e “Sanauli is located on the left bank of the River Yamuna, 68 km north-east of Delhi
which brought to light the largest necropolis of the late Harappan period datable to
around early part of second millennium BCE”.

www.lASbaba.com
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Tourist footfall in Hampi down by nearly a lakh

About Hampi

Hampi, also referred to as the Group of Monuments at Hampi, is a UNESCO World
Heritage Site located in east-central Karnataka, India.

It became the centre of the Hindu Vijayanagara Empire capital in the 14th century.
According to foreign travelers, Hampi was a prosperous, wealthy and grand city near the
Tungabhadra River.

By 1500 CE, Hampi-Vijayanagara was the world's second-largest medieval-era city after
Beijing, and probably India's richest at that time, attracting traders from Persia and
Portugal.

In news:

Tourist flow was expected to increase after a group of monuments at the world heritage
site, Hampi, was listed number two on the “must see” tourist spots by the New York
Times.

However, tourist flow has dipped by nearly a lakh between April 2018 and March 2019.

About Virupaksha Temple

Virupaksha Temple is located in Hampi in the Ballari district of Karnataka, India.

It is part of the Group of Monuments at Hampi, designated as a UNESCO World Heritage
Site.

The temple is dedicated to Virupaksha, a form of Shiva. The temple was built by Lakkan
Dandesha, a nayaka (chieftain) under the ruler Deva Raya Il of the Vijayanagara Empire.

Do you know?

The stone chariot at the Vittala temple complex is a major tourist attraction in Hampi.

Pooram Festival

Part of: GS Prelims and Mains | - Indian culture and heritage; Art Forms

In news:

Thousands of people gathered to witness the grand opening of the famed Thrissur
Pooram, considered as the mother of all temple festivals.

www.lASbaba.com
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e ‘Thechikkottukavu Ramachandran’, the controversial elephant which was earlier denied
permission to take part in the festivities by the authorities on health grounds, ‘opened’
the annual festival at the ancient Vadakkumnathan temple here.

e Marking the ritual heralding of Pooram, Ramachandran, the tallest elephant of the
state, pushed open the southern entrance of the shrine.

e The Thrissur Pooram falls on May 13 this year. The main event of the annual ‘pooram’
begins with the 10.5 foot tall elephant pushing open the gate of the temple, with the
idol of ‘neithilakkavilamma’ atop it.

Key points: About Thrissur Pooram:

e Itis an annual Hindu temple festival held in Kerala, India.

e |tis held at the Vadakkunnathan Temple in Thrissur every year on the Pooram day — the
day when the moon rises with the Pooram star in the Malayalam Calendar month of
Medam.

e ltisthe largest and most famous of all poorams.

Monsoon and its forecast mechanism

Part of: GS Prelims and Mains | - Indian and World Geography - Physical, Social, Economic
Geography of India and the World

In news:
According to India Meteorological Department (IMD)
e Monsoon to reach Kerala on June 6
e Southwest monsoon will be “slightly delayed” over Kerala
e The normal onset date is June 1
e The IMD forecast is in line with the one by private forecaster Skymet

Do you know?
e The IMD has been using a customised model, since 2005, to forecast the monsoon’s
onset over Kerala.

e This model crunches six meteorological parameters:
1) Minimum temperatures over northwest India;
2) Pre-monsoon rainfall peak over the south peninsula;
3) Outgoing long wave radiation (OLR) over the South China Sea;
4) Lower tropospheric zonal wind over the southeast Indian Ocean;
5) Upper tropospheric zonal wind over the east equatorial Indian Ocean;
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6) OLR over the southwest Pacific region.
It has a built-in error margin of 4 days.

About IMD & Skymet:

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) is an agency of the Ministry of Earth Sciences of

the Government of India.

It is the principal agency responsible for meteorological observations, weather
forecasting and seismology.
IMD is headquartered in Delhiand operates hundreds of observation stations
across India and Antarctica.

Skymet Weather Servicesis a private Indian company that provides weather forecast and

solutions to Indians.

Skymet provides wind and solar forecast for different renewable energy companies by
running its own meso and micro scale NWP.

Skymet along with few NGOs are closely working to improve the sustenance of farmer in
different remote blocks of many states in India.

Skymet also caters to different companies for marine weather forecast.

www.lASbaba.com
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POLITY/GOVERNANCE

Madras HC curbs L-G role in Puducherry

Part of: GS Prelims and Mains Il — Polity; Role of Judiciary; Centre versus UTs

In news:

Madras High Court ruled that the Lieutenant-Governor (L-G) of Puducherry could not
interfere with the day-to-day administration of the Union Territory when an elected
government was in place.

The court said incessant interference from the L-G would amount to running a “parallel
government”.

Otherwise, the constitutional scheme of the country of being democratic and republic
would be defeated.

The judge made it clear that government secretaries were bound to take instructions
from the Ministers and the Council of Ministers, headed by the Chief Minister.

Do you know?

Articles 239A and 239AA of the Constitution deals with special powers conferred on the
legislatures of Puducherry and Delhi respectively.

Turf battle derails future of Train 18

Part of: Governance issues

In news:

Production of indigenously-built, fastest train (Train 18) sets hit by departmental tussle.
Integral Coach Factory (ICF) in Chennai is the world’s largest rail coach manufacturing
unit. ICF rolled out the Train 18 with a maximum operating speed of 160 kmph in a
record time of just 18 months in 2018.

The indigenous design and development was done by an in-house team of the ICF.

The self-propelled train set, comprising 16 air-conditioned coaches, was built at a cost of
%100 crore, about half the cost of importing such a rake, with about 80% indigenous
components in alignment with the Prime Minister’s call for ‘Make in India’.

However, Vigilance Directorate is contemplating an inquiry into allegations that the
development team compromised on the safety of the train by not obtaining technical
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approval for the electrical systems from a particular officer of the Research Designs and
Standards Organisation (RDSO), Lucknow. (The RDSO is a standardisation organisation of
the Indian Railways). But enquiries revealed that approvals were obtained from the
Train Set Directorate of the RDSO

RDSO is a multi-departmental entity created to provide single window clearances for
faster production.

Ministry of Railways has constituted a committee of Additional Members of the Railway
Board to sort out the differences between the two departments and bring about a
working synergy to take the mission forward.

Need for Judicial Reforms

Context:

The below article highlights why there is a need for judicial reforms and how judiciary
and its judges have become even more powerful than ever before, and the institution
even more opaque.

We are aware that Indian judiciary is facing its worst hour of crisis.

Below is a look at some of the issues or incidents where the judiciary has been in the news for

all the wrong reasons —

Sexual harassment allegation against CJI

The manner in which the sexual harassment allegation against CJI is handled and the
opaque in-house committee findings has brought the judiciary to a tipping point.

The announcement of constituting an internal Supreme Court committee to examine
the sexual harassment charges against CJI was always a bad idea since, at the end of the
day, the judges reported to the CJI.

In addition the in-house committee was an all-male bench (headed by the CJI)

The complainant was not allowed to have her lawyer with her; she wasn’t even given a
written copy of her statement to the committee, and there was no audio/video
recording of the proceedings which is critical to ensure that all witnesses were
interviewed and that their statements were taken into account by the committee.

With the in-house committee giving the CJI a clean chit, definitely proves that judges
have become more powerful than ever before, and the institution even more opaque.

Appointment process
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In the 1990s, over the course of three cases, the judges created the collegium which had
the sole right to recommend appointing/promoting judges.

Till then, this was done by the government, and when the government tried to strike a
balance by proposing a National Judicial Appointments Commission (NJAC) which gave
both the government and the Supreme Court an equal say in selecting judges — and both
had a veto — the SC struck this down even as its own judgment made it clear the
collegium system had serious shortcomings.

Not open to any reforms

Recently, four judges went public with their protest against the then Cll and a letter
written by Justice CS Karnan gave a list of 20 corrupt sitting/retired Supreme Court and
high court judges.

While the letter spoke of the need to “revisit the process of appointment of judges and
to set up a mechanism for corrective measures other than impeachment”, nothing of
the sort took place.

A Judicial Standards and Accountability Bill was brought into Parliament in 2000 to
address these issues by setting up a National Judicial Oversight Committee, a
Complaints Scrutiny Panel and an Investigation Committee, but nothing came of it.

Lack of gender diversity

The judiciary is one of the least diverse institutions in India.

Since 1950, the SC has had only eight female judges out of 239, with the present three
out of 27 being the highest concurrent representation women have ever had on the SC
bench.

In the subordinate judiciary, merely 27.6 per cent of the judges are female.

Even if a female advocate crosses many barriers and thrive in her profession, the current
collegium system for the appointment of judges is simply not designed to ensure her
elevation to the bench. This appointments process in itself is severely lacking in
women’s representation.

This lack of women on the bench, at all levels of the judiciary, is at the very root of the
impunity with which the top court has, in a single stroke, destroyed decades worth of
progress made in deterring sexual harassment of women from all walks of life.

Conclusion:

The present calamity in the judiciary provides an unprecedented opportunity to course
correct on several accounts.

Judiciary is now left with no choice but to undertake a massive exercise in introspection
and reform.
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Effective reforms are essential to keep the judiciary from becoming irrelevant and
severed from the idea of justice.

And, in the absence of that, it is difficult to see how the dignity of the Supreme Court
and the judiciary can be restored.

Connecting the dots:

If the judiciary is strong, the constitutional values of India can be successfully upheld.
Critically examine.

Judiciary is no longer a ‘secret’ organisation when it comes to its functioning. Discuss the
various transparency initiatives taken by Indian judiciary.

Judicial Review and Judicial Activism

Introduction:

Lawmaking is not the job of the judges, but of the legislature. The recent trend in the Supreme

Court is resorting more to judicial activism rather than judicial restraint, which is problematic.

Judicial review:

It can be defined as the doctrine under which Legislative and Executive actions are
subject to review by Judiciary.

It is generally considered as a basic structure of independent judiciary (Indira Gandhi vs.
Rajnarain case).

It is the duty of judges to ensure that balance of power is maintained, to protect human
rights, Fundamental Rights, and citizens’ rights of life and liberty.

Limitations:

As courts have wide powers of judicial review, these powers have to be exercised with great

caution and control. The limitations of these powers are:

It is only permissible to the extent of finding whether the procedure in reaching the
decision has been correctly followed but not the decision itself.

It is delegated to superior courts only, i.e. Supreme Court and High Courts.

Cannot interfere in policy matters and political questions unless absolutely necessary.
Directions given by court would be binding only till legislation is enacted, i.e. it is
temporary in nature.

Can interpret and invalidate a law but it cannot itself make laws.

Judicial Activism
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e |t can be defined as a philosophy of judicial decision making whereby judges allow their
personal views regarding a public policy instead of constitutionalism.

A few cases of judicial activism in India are as follows:

e Golaknath case in which Supreme Court declared that Fundamental Rights enshrined in
Part 3 are immutable and cannot be amended.

e Kesavananda Bharati case - whereby Supreme Court introduced doctrine of basic
structure, i.e. Parliament has power to amend without altering basic structure of the
Constitution.

e The Second Judges Case (1993) and Third Judges Case (1998), which created the
collegium system of appointment of judges, were not based on any provision in the
Constitution.

e Article 124, which prescribes how Supreme Court judges are to be appointed, does not
talk of any collegium system.

Recent instances of judicial activism:
e Ordering time limits to burst firecrackers on Diwali, which is a function of the legislature;
e Its judgment on linking rivers, for which there is no parliamentary legislation;
e Decisions in cases relating to freedom of speech and expression, such as

Criticisms:

e |t is often said that in the name of activism, judiciary often rewrites with personal
opinions. In other words, the court can lay down anything as law according to its own
subjective notions.

e The Theory of Separation of Powers is overthrown (Theory- Judges should not perform
legislative or executive functions, and each organ of the state should remain within its
own domain, in order to avoid chaos).

Conclusion:
There is only a thin line of separation between review and activism.

While judicial review means to decide if the law/act is consistent with the Constitution, judicial
activism is more of a behavioural concept of the judge concerned.

The importance of judicial activism lies with position accorded to institution as a place of hope
for aggrieved persons (Example- Striking down of Section 377 of the IPC).

However, the Supreme Court should limit its usage of judicial activism to only the most
exceptional situations, and employ restraint as far as possible.

Connecting the dots:
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e What do you understand by the term judicial activism? While judicial review is a
welcome thing judicial activism isn’t. Comment.

Bill of Rights

Background:

e Towards the end of the previous government’s tenure, a number of controversial bills
were introduced in Parliament. In the social sphere, the government introduced the
Transgender Bill, the Surrogacy Bill, and the Trafficking Bill.

e In each of the cases, the draft legislation was — correctly — introduced with the aim of
addressing an existing lacuna in the legal landscape.

e However, when it came to the content of these bills, consultation with impacted
communities was effectively eschewed, and the result was a set of drafts that, far from
protecting rights, actively harmed them. Unsurprisingly, therefore, the draft bills were
met with a spate of objections and protests.

The Transgender Bill:

e [t did away with the fundamental and non-negotiable principle — and one recognised by
the Supreme Court in its NALSA judgment — of the right to self-determination of gender
identity.

e Instead, it placed such decisions in the hands of government-appointed committees,
extending state control over gender identities rather than liberating or emancipating
them.

e |t also contained deeply suspect provisions on gender reassignment surgery.

The Surrogacy Bill:

e |t excluded LGBT individuals from its ambit (despite their recognition as equal citizens
under the Constitution by the Supreme Court).

e |t imposed discriminatory age restrictions upon men and women.
Also entirely outlawing “commercial” surrogacy (instead of regulating it with
appropriate safeguards) opened up space for underground and unreported exploitation
of women, effectively creating a black market.

The Trafficking Bill:
e |t criminalised begging without providing any manner of effective alternatives and failed
to distinguish between non-consensual trafficking and consensual sex work.

www.lASbaba.com




Page |16

It thus opened the door to criminalising livelihoods on the basis of what was effectively
a set of narrow, moral objections.

The Citizenship Bill:

Advertised as a measure for benefiting the vulnerable and the marginalised, the bill
would have granted fast-track to citizenship to persecuted minorities from neighbouring
countries, who were Hindus, Sikhs, Jains, Buddhists, Parsis, and Christians — but not
Muslims.

This was, at a very basic level, illogical and self-contradictory, apart from being clearly
discriminatory on grounds of religion: the examples of the Ahmadiyyas and the Baloch in
Pakistan make it clear that, just like any other identity, there are communities of
Muslims in neighbouring countries who face persecution on the basis of their religious
beliefs.

Strong movements in the northeastern States — concerned both about the demographic

consequences and the anti-secular nature of the bill — ultimately forced the government to not

go through with the legalisation.

National Register of Citizens:

It presumes that the people living in India are interlopers, unless they prove otherwise.
The last government was planning to implement it pan-India. Such a move would be a
nightmare of administration and implementation, as the example from Assam has
shown.

There has been considerable — and continuing — confusion over the methods and form
of identity that one can use to “prove” one’s citizenship (including “family trees”, which
have been found to have a disproportionate impact upon vulnerable and minority
claimants).

The overlapping functions of the NRC process and the Foreigners Tribunals have added
to the confusion.

Core problem:

Each of the bills dealt with intimate subjects such as individuals’ decisions of what to do
with their body, personal dignity and autonomy, and gender identity.

They concerned the rights of some of the most vulnerable and marginalised members of
our society.

They were drafted without adequately consulting with, or listening to, the members of
the communities who were impacted.

Instead of guaranteeing and securing the rights of these communities to be free from
state interference, they extended the state’s control and domination.
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They were met by extensive and widespread protests from the communities
themselves.

What lies ahead?
While the government is entitled to frame policies, and draft and implement legislation to
enact those policies, there are certain constraints upon how it should go about that task.

At the minimum, the voices of those who will be directly impacted by the policy should
be listened to and engaged with in good faith.
The basic constitutional principles and values ought to be respected.

Connecting the dots:

In the social sphere, the Transgender Bill, the Surrogacy Bill, and the Trafficking Bill were
introduced by the last government. Discuss basic issues with each one of them. Also
highlight the importance of engaging with the stakeholders and following basic
constitutional principle before re-drafting these bills.

Why medical devices need their own law?

Context:

Thirty years have gone by since the first medical device was regulated as a drug but a
comprehensive regulatory framework still remains elusive.

Successive governments in India have neglected the medical devices sector.

For over 12 years, a proposed legislation, the Medical Device Regulation Bill, has
awaited enactment.

Do you know?

In 2016, a Group of Ministers (GoM) was constituted to decide upon the above
legislation. However, it instead introduced Medical Device Rules and Regulations.

III

According to GoM, a separate legislation will bring in “more control” and “curtail growth
and innovation” in the fast-expanding medical devices industry. Therefore, just rules
and regulations seemed adequate for the sector.

The new rules were circulated in 2017 and notified on January 1, 2018.

Medical Device Rules and Regulations

The 241-page guidelines laid down the fundamental design and manufacturing
requirements for 594 medical devices.
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It classified them into four categories (A, B, C and D) depending on their being high-risk
or low-risk.

The new rules brought medical devices in conformity with the framework of the Global
Harmonization Task Force (GHTF).

It did away with the system of periodic renewal of licences for medical device
manufacturers or importers.

Concerns:

While the new Rules might be a step in the right direction, experts and medical device
bodies see this as an easy way out for politicians of the day.

They remain critical of the single factor which has remained the bane for the medical
device industry in India — the fact that despite India emerging as the fourth-largest
medical device market in Asia, its regulation and management is done under the 1940
Drugs and Cosmetics Act.

Medical Devices, thus, ride piggyback on the drug and pharma industry and have never
got their share of sectoral importance.

Lacunae in law

India imports 70-90% of its medical devices of which the vast majority are unregulated
for quality and safety.

While many of these products may have regulatory certifications in other countries, the
reality is that a considerable number of them are being exported from countries that do
not regulate their exports.

Our policymakers are surprisingly undecided and seem to be in no urgency to usherin a
“Patient Safety Medical Devices Law” to protect patients.

Devices do need to be regulated but, once again, the DTAB (Drugs Technical Advisory
Board) has suggested notifying all medical devices that are engineering products as
‘medicines’ under the Drugs & Cosmetics Act.

At present, only 23 out of over 5,000 medical devices are regulated by being notified as
‘drugs’.

Conclusion:

The medical devices market in India is over $10 billion (Rs 70,000 crore) and projected
to grow to $50 billion by 2025 and is the fourth-largest in Asia.

It's imperative to have a separate law as devices are engineering items and not
medicines.

A beginning has been made to correct the anomalous situation with the introduction of
the Medical Device Rules in 2018.
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e The Drugs Act itself needs reforms as it does not uniformly and equitably regulate
quality from state-to-state in the absence of a national singular regulatory authority and
there is no point of replicating this limitation for devices too.

Connecting the dots:
e Analyze the need for separate law and a national singular regulatory authority to

regulate medical devices sector.
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SOCIAL ISSUE/WELFARE

Why we need socialism today?

Context:

The below article deals with Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels ideas of socialism and the
negatives of capitalism.

The author believes that country like India, which is plagued with various social
problems, need socialism rather than capitalism today.

Key facts:

May 5, 2018 marked 200th birth anniversary of Karl Marx, German Philosopher,
revolutionary, sociologist, historian, and economist.

Marx is known for his popular work - The Communist Manifesto, the most celebrated
pamphlet in the history of the socialist movement. He also was the author of the
movement’s most important book, Das Kapital.

Ideas of Marx and Engels:

Marx was not like other philosophers who interpreted the world in various ways; he
made it a point to change it.

Marx questioned the role of religion in society and contributed to his desire for social
change.

Marx and Friedrich Engels laid the formulations for the theory and practice of scientific
socialism. They applied dialectics to the study of human society and human
consciousness.

They strove for the liberation of humanity from all forms of discrimination and
exploitation.

They argued that Parliament should be used as a forum to articulate the concerns of the
working people.

Marxism as a science, as an ideology, and as a methodology keeps demonstrating its
relevance every day.

The march of capitalism and its limitations

After the disintegration of the Soviet Union, some proclaimed that there was no
alternative to neoliberalism.

Since then, the so-called triumphant march of neoliberal capitalism has seen many
hurdles. For instance, 2008 financial crisis.
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e The worst victims of this march of capitalism and its consequent crises have always
been the disadvantaged sections.

e This shows the presence of class conflict in society.

e The vulnerabilities of the disadvantaged are a creation of capitalism itself.

¢ Neoliberalism has led to unprecedented inequalities and disparities.

Indian context:

¢ In India, liberalisation of the economy was initiated on the premise that the seemingly
socialist and centrally planned economy had outlived its utility and that private
ownership and market forces would efficiently replace public sector undertakings and
provisions.

e Such an opening up of the economy was also tried in other parts of the world with only
one consequence — unprecedented concentration of wealth in the hands of a few and
a marked shift in the actual centres of power.

e Crony capitalism soon made fast inroads into the policymaking and inequality
increased.

According to Credit Suisse Research Institute’s Global Wealth Report,
e Indiais the second most unequal society in the world
e 1% of the Indian population owns 51.5% of the wealth in the country
e Top 10% own about three-fourths of the wealth
e On the other hand, the bottom 60%, the majority of the population, own 4.7% of the
total wealth

Public education and health are the worst hit by capitalism

e Education spending by the Centre has been showing a downward trend.

e Instead of expanding higher education horizontally (to more far-flung areas of the
country) and vertically (to the disadvantaged sections of society), the Central
government is allowing the Higher Education Financing Agency to allow the private
sector to dominate the education sector and make higher education a distant dream
for the deprived classes.

e Similarly, in the health sector, the government has chosen private insurance companies
and private healthcare lobbies as its partners, effectively taking away the attention
from public healthcare infrastructure and its upgradation.

Conclusion:

In a country like India, which is plagued with social problems such as widespread poverty, a
deepening agricultural crisis, a very high unemployment rate, and abysmal health indicators,
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giving away public sector assets to private players and shifting the discourse away from
realising socialism could prove fatal for a vast majority of the population.

India is doing badly on many parameters — nutrition, peace, human development, and press
freedom — while a section of the media is celebrating improvement in the Ease of Doing
Business Index, rather than Human Development Index.

In other words, ensuring that people live a decent life is subordinate to ensuring that business
becomes easier for crony capitalists.

Providing employment to the youth, providing remunerative prices to farmers, ensuring social
justice to the marginalised sections, and creating a conducive environment for the overall
development of society should be the major focus of the government.

However, the government has presided over the gradual undermining of constitutional
institutions, the giving away of national assets to the private sector and the increase in violence
against minorities.

Marx and Engels wrote in The Communist Manifesto: “The history of all hitherto existing society
is the history of class struggles... [where] oppressor and oppressed, stood in constant
opposition to one another, carried on an uninterrupted, now hidden, now open fight.”

It is the duty and the responsibility of socialism to carry on that struggle for humanity, and to
bring politics back to where it belongs — to the people. Only by saying a big ‘no’ to brutal
capitalism and by following what the Constitution envisages in its Preamble — social justice —
can we remedy the problems that we face today.

Connecting the dots:

e What do you understand by crony capitalism? What are its adverse impacts on the
society? Discuss.

e The romance for socialism had done more bad for the contemporary socio-economic
landscape in India than good. How far do you agree with this assessment? Critically
examine.

e Is Karl Marx still relevant today? What are his major contributions?

e ‘The history of the hitherto existing societies is the history of class struggle.” Critically
comment on this Marxian thesis. (Only for Sociology Optional)
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PepsiCo versus potato growing farmers

Context:

Multi-billion dollar conglomerate PepsiCo had sued 11 farmers, asking them to pay
%1.05 crore each as damages for ‘infringing its rights’ by growing the potato variety used
in its Lays chips.

Farmers groups had launched a campaign calling for government intervention.
According to the farmer groups, the law allows them to grow and sell any variety of crop
or even seed as long as they don’t sell branded seed of registered varieties, and warned
that the case could set a precedent for other crops.

After pressure from farmers’ groups, PepsiCo has decided to withdraw cases against
about 10 farmers in Gujarat and Rajasthan who were allegedly cultivating its FC-5
variety — registered by it under the Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers’ Rights
Act 2001 (PPVFRA) — for their own use.

PepsiCo’s Case

The patent is for the potato plant variety FL-2027 (commercial name FC-5). Pepsi’s
North America subsidiary Frito-Lay has the patent until October 2023.

For India, PepsiCo India Holdings (PIH) has patented FC-5 until January 2031 under the
Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers’ Rights (PPV&FR) Act, 2001.

PIH, which has a buyback agreement with Gujarat farmers, accused the 11 farmers —
three of whom earlier had contracts with the company — of illegally growing, producing
and selling the variety “without permission of PIH”.

The agreement was that PIH would collect potatoes of diameter greater than 45 mm
from the farmers who had contracts with the company.

However, random farmers got registered seeds from known groups and farmer
communities. They had been sowing these for the last four years or so, and had no
contractual agreement with anyone.

They learnt they were growing a registered variety only when they got a court notice on
April 11.

Current status

According to Section 39 of Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers’ Rights Act 2001
(PPVFRA), “A farmer shall be deemed to be entitled to save, use, sow, resow, exchange,
share or sell his farm produce including seed of a variety protected under this Act in the
same manner as he was entitled before the coming into force of this Act: Provided that
the farmer shall not be entitled to sell branded seed of a variety protected under this
Act.” (However, the seeds in case, were not sold as branded seeds.)
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e Section 42 says: “A right established under this Act shall not be deemed to be infringed
by a farmer who at the time of such infringement was not aware of the existence of
such right.” (This makes any claim of damages tenuous.)

e Indian PPV & FRA law is aimed at facilitating the growth of the seed industry, ensuring
the availability of high-quality seeds, as well as securing the livelihood and plant
varieties of the farmers.

Conclusion:
e Therefore, it was apparent that PepsiCo never had a strong legal case against farmers
growing its registered potato variety without entering into a contract.
e The government should put into place clear mechanisms to avoid a repetition of this
episode in future. There should be absolutely no compromise on farmers’ rights and
seed sovereignty.

Issues with Contract farming in India

In news:

e PepsiCo India recently took 11 persons including farmers and traders to court for
unauthorised use of its protected potato variety. Following a backlash on the social
media, and criticism in the press, PepsiCo India dropped the litigation.

e Farmers whom PepsiCo India sued were found to be growing its FL 2027 variety, which
goes by the trade name FC 5.

Legal system:

In India:

e The Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers’ Rights (PPVFR) Act is a uniquely Indian
law enacted in 2001, which not only recognises the rights of breeders (for 15 years) in
the novel varieties they have developed, but also gives entitlements to farmers.

e Under the Indian law, farmers virtually enjoy a licence. They can save, use, sow, re-sow,
exchange, share and even sell—in unbranded packaging—the produce or seed, even of
a protected variety, grown in their fields.

Other countries:
e On the other hand, the International Convention for the Protection of New Varieties of
Plants primarily protects the rights of breeders while carving out exceptions for farmers.
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The US, as a country that rewards innovation, has stiff protection for breeders’ rights. Its
Plant Variety Protection Act prohibits a person from selling, marketing, offering,
delivering, consigning, exchanging or exposing for sale a protected variety without
explicit consent from the owner.

Respect for IPRs is necessary for the sustainability of the processing industry. It is unfair
for the company if its rivals buys produce from unauthorised growers by paying a
slightly higher price because they were saving on royalty payments.

India lags in both potato processing and exports, though it is the second-largest potato
producer. New proprietary varieties suitable for processing and global palates will not
come to India if IPR protection is weak. There is no reason why farmers should profit
from intellectual property they don’t own.

Importance of Contract farming:

It is good for farmers as they get stable prices, better technology and new markets. At
times, market prices will be higher than contracted prices but it provides a steady
income.

Success stories:

Contract farmers like PepsiCo India, McCain and HyFun Frozen Foods have incentivised
micro-irrigation and other good agronomic practices in areas like Banaskantha where
food irrigation was the norm. They have encouraged mechanisation of planting, sowing
and harvesting, which is both labour and cost-saving. Techniques like anti-sprouting
coating have been popularised. PepsiCo India is the largest procurer of processing
quality potatoes. It says it buys 3 lakh tonnes annually. That’s a transfer of Rs 300 crore
to 24,000 contract farmers.

Corporate involvement in agriculture is necessary for profitable and innovative
agriculture. The share of corporate investment in agriculture was just 2%, that of the
government was 14% and of farmers 84%.

Way ahead:

Group contracts that can be beneficial for both small farmers and companies as these
reduce transaction costs and improve compliance to contract terms by both parties.
Governments should frame and enforce laws that protect the farmer interest
adequately and are sophisticated enough to take into account the changing dynamics of
contract farming.
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Also read: PepsiCo versus potato growing farmers
https://iasbaba.com/2019/05/daily-current-affairs-ias-upsc-prelims-and-mains-exam-11th-

may-2019/

Connecting the dots:

e The recent case of PepsiCo suing Indian farmers raises concerns about the laws framed
for contract farming. Comment.

India becoming older before becoming richer

Introduction:

Data from the 4th National Family Health Survey (NFHS-4) 2015-16 for the survey period 2013-
15 has signaled a monumental shift in modern Indian demographics. For the first time in its
history, India has reached a TFR (Total Fertility Rate) of 2.18, which is below the average world
replacement rate of 2.3.

Population growth is past its peak:
There are not enough young people coming into India to replace the current population. As can
be seen in the population pyramid chart, from NFHS 4, there are fewer babies being born over
the last 10 years. The population pyramid has inverted for the first time ever. This rate of
decline is only expected to accelerate in the coming years.
e The percentage of children under the age of 15 declined from 35% in NFHS-3 (2003-05)
to 29% in NFHS-4 (2013-15).
e In contrast, the population of those aged 60 years and older increased slightly, from 9%
in NFHS-3 to 10% in NFHS-4.

India is now on the verge of becoming an older country, where we can expect the country’s
average age to increase over the next few decades.
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Will India become older before becoming richer?
This demographic movement is a monumental event that will significantly shape national
policies in the coming decades, necessitating the government to take some difficult decisions.

Way ahead:
Here are a few noteworthy measures the government will need to prioritise:

Increasing women’s participation in the workforce:
To bolster the capacity of wealth creation of India’s working class, India must tap into the
underutilised working-age women population.
e According to a 2018 World Bank report, the labour force participation rate among
females in India was 27% in 2018 while the world average stood at 48.5%.
e According to IMF research, raising women’s participation in the labour force to the same
level as men can boost India’s GDP by 27% and contribute additively to India’s GDP
growth every year.

Improving social security:

Incentivising investments in retirement schemes like pensions is paramount for India, given its
changing demographic profile.

Of every 10 Indian workers, eight are informally employed, with limited access to retirement
savings accounts. Further, a growing middle-class is witnessing increasing wage rates and an
improving quality of life, which will result in increased expectations for retirement income.

Reimagining education for tomorrow:
Today’s job market is vastly different from what it was a decade back. Further, 65% of children
joining primary school today will eventually work in a job that does not yet exist.

www.lASbaba.com




Page |28

e To meet this skills-gap, the education curriculum and delivery across a student’s lifecycle
requires a significant revamp.

e There is also an urgent need to reskill a large chunk of population that is stuck in legacy
roles.
The government must work towards reskilling workforces in industries where job
requirements are expected to alter drastically because of the shift in India’s
demographics.

Implementing tech-enabled healthcare:

The use of technology in healthcare coverage will be necessitated with a growing older-aged
population in India. With a doctor-to population-density of 1/1,700, the country’s dearth of
guality medical talent is not a predicament that it can soon overcome.

Technology can be revolutionary in delivering quality healthcare services in India by improving
access, increasing efficiency of diagnosis and care, and further, reducing the cost of healthcare
delivery and insurance.

Conclusion:

There needs to be enough wealth created by the country’s working-class population for the
growing segment of longer-living senior citizens that will increasingly rely on pensions. India will
need to move beyond policies for population control and towards building wealth at a brisk
pace.

Connecting the dots:

e India’s population pyramid has inverted fpr the first time. In such a scenario India will
need to move beyond policies for population control and towards building wealth at a
brisk pace. Elucidate.

Caste-based discrimination continues: Tadvi case and Thorat Committee

In news:

Recently, a young doctor from Mumbai, Payal Tadvi of the BYL Nair Hospital committed suicide.
She was allegedly facing persistent caste-based harassment from her seniors at the hospital.
Tadvi had taken admission through the caste-based quota.

Tadvi joins a host of underprivileged scholars who have committed suicide for exactly the same
reason — Madari Venkatesh, Rohith Vemula, Senthil Kumar and Pulyala Raju to name just a
few.
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Thorat Committee:
In 2007 a committee was formed under the chairmanship of Sukhadeo Thorat to look into the
harassment of Scheduled Caste (SC) and Scheduled Tribe (ST) students.

The Committee report eventually served as a milestone in efforts to identify caste-based

discrimination in higher educational institutes.

It revealed that about 69 per cent of the SC/ST students reported that they did not
receive adequate support from teachers.

About 76 per cent of students mentioned that their papers were not examined properly
and 88 per cent mentioned that they got fewer marks than they expected.

More than 80% of these students mentioned that evaluation in practical and viva was
unfair and they didn’t receive enough time with the examiners, as compared to higher
caste students.

Besides, a large chunk experienced social isolation and discrimination during their stay
in the hostels at AlIMS.

The report also delineated the discrimination felt by SC/ST faculty members employed
at AlIMS, Delhi.

Recommendations by Thorat Committee:

The educational institutions are required to undertake remedial coaching for SC and ST
students to improve their language skill and also remedial courses in the basic courses
so that they are able to cope up with the regular course.

Undertake measures to make the faculty more sensitive towards the problems faced by
the SC/ST students and develop cordial relations with them, so that the students regain
their confidence in their teachers.

It appears to the Committee that at present, there is lack of positive and supportive
relationship and a relationship of confidence between the SC/ST students and the
faculty.

The examination system may be reform in which the component of objective questions
may be increased significantly and subjective elements in evaluation be reduced to the
minimum. This should be for all examinations.
Internal evaluation through practical and viva should be done in more transparent and
open manner so that there is limited scope for bias.

Setting up a joint committee, comprising of students, residents and faculty to examine
and study the social atmosphere in campus and understand the reasons and also
develop an insight for the social division that has emerged over a period of time.
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Conclusion:

Caste continues to be the horrific reality of Indian society. Casteism spills over into our offices,
hospitals, factories, business establishments and even educational institutions. Caste-based
discrimination in institutions of higher education needs to be addressed urgently.
Educational institutions have been the preserves of the upper caste and the rich. With
affirmative action in the form of caste-based reservations, this hegemony has been challenged
to a significant extent, and hence the urgency to bring back “order” through harassment,
disgrace and coercion.

Connecting the dots:

e Caste-based discrimination in institutions of higher education needs to be addressed
urgently. In this light discuss the recommendations made by Thorat Committee.

www.lASbaba.com




Page |31

WOMEN ISSUE

Factors responsible for poor participation of women in the workforce

Women participation in workforce in India
e Currently, the participation of women in the workforce in India is one of the lowest
globally.
e The female labour force participation rate (LFPR) in India fell from 31.2% in 2011-2012
to 23.3% in 2017-2018. This decline has been sharper in rural areas.

Reasons for this poor performance:

e low social acceptability of women working outside the household

e lack of access to safe and secure workspaces

e widespread prevalence of poor and unequal wages

e dearth of decent and suitable jobs

e engaged in subsistence-level work in agriculture in rural areas, and in low-paying jobs
such as domestic service and petty home-based manufacturing in urban areas

e rising levels of education for women (as women are refusing to do casual wage labour or
work in family farms and enterprises)

Education and work
Social scientists have long tried to explain poor female labour force participation because of
rising levels of education for women.

e Studies revealed a strong negative relationship between a woman’s education level and
her participation in agricultural and non-agricultural wage work and in family farms.

e Women with moderately high levels of education do not want to do manual labour
outside the household which would be perceived to be below their educational
qualifications.

e Women prefer salaried jobs as their educational attainment increases, but such jobs
remain extremely limited for women.

Unpaid work
e Women devote a substantial amount of their time to work which is not considered as
work, but an extension of their duties, and is largely unpaid.
e This includes unpaid care work such as childcare, elderly care, and household work such
as collecting water.
e The burden of these activities falls disproportionately on women, especially in the
absence of adequately available or accessible public services.
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The way ahead:
Any government which is serious about ensuring women’s economic empowerment and equal
access to livelihoods must address the numerous challenges that exist along this highly

gendered continuum of unpaid, underpaid and paid work.

Policies should facilitate women’s access to decent work by providing public services,
eliminating discrimination in hiring, ensuring equal and decent wages, and improving
women'’s security in public spaces.

It must also recognise, reduce, redistribute, and remunerate women’s unpaid work.
Gender-responsive public services such as free and accessible public toilets, household
water connections, safe and secure public transport, and adequate lighting and CCTV
cameras to prevent violence against women in public spaces and increasing their
mobility, will help.

Fair and decent living wages and appropriate social security including maternity benefit,
sickness benefit, provident fund, and pension are other important areas.

Policies should also ensure safe and dignified working and living conditions for migrant
workers.

Recognition as farmers

In addition, women have strongly articulated the need to enumerate and remunerate
the unpaid and underpaid work they undertake in sectors such as agriculture and
fisheries.

Their fundamental demand is that women must be recognised as farmers in accordance
with the National Policy for Farmers.

Thereafter, their equal rights and entitlements over land and access to inputs, credit,

markets, and extension services must be ensured.

Unless policymakers correctly assess and address the structural issues which keep women from

entering and staying in the workforce, promising just more jobs is unlikely to lead to the socio-

economic transformation India needs.

Connecting the dots:

Discuss the various factors responsible for poor participation of women in the workforce
in India. Also discuss what measures are needed to improve the same.

Currently, the participation of women in the workforce in India is one of the lowest
globally. How can we reverse that trend? Discuss.

Discuss some of the important initiatives needed to be taken to create gender parity in
the economy.
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HEALTH ISSUE

The cost of antimicrobial resistance

Introduction:

Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) has become a global threat and developing countries like
India are at the epicentre of this problem.

AMR does not respect political boundaries. Of course, the country that stands to lose
the most from antibiotic resistance is India, given that its burden of infectious disease is
among the world’s highest.

Concerns:

According to a groundbreaking report titled “No Time to Wait: Securing The Future From Drug

Resistant Infections”, by the UN Ad hoc Interagency Coordinating Group on Antimicrobial

Resistance —

If no action is taken, drug-resistant diseases could cause 10 million deaths each year by
2050 and damage to the economy as catastrophic as during the 2008-2009 global
financial crisis.

By 2030, antimicrobial resistance could force up to 24 million people into extreme
poverty.

Currently, at least 700,000 people die each year due to drug-resistant diseases,
including 230,000 people who die from multidrug-resistant tuberculosis.

In the worst-case scenario, the world will lose 3.8% of its annual GDP by 2050, while 24
million people will be pushed into extreme poverty by 2030.

India’s actions against AMR

India first published almost nine years ago the broad contours of a plan to fight AMR.
The difficulty has been in implementing it, given the twin challenges of antibiotic
overuse and underuse.

Poorly regulated pharmaceutical industries have led to easy availability of antibiotics
for those who can afford them.

Steps which can be initiated right away:

Phasing out critical human-use antibiotics in the animal husbandry sector, such as
qguinolones.

A multi-stakeholder approach, involving private industry, philanthropic groups and
citizen activists is needed.
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e Private pharmaceutical industries must take it upon themselves to distribute drugs in a
responsible manner.

e Philanthropic charities must fund the development of new antibiotics, while citizen
activists must drive awareness.

e India is yet to introduce standards for antibiotics in waste water, which means antibiotic
discharge in sewage is not even being monitored regularly.

Conclusion:
e Only way to postpone resistance is through improved hygiene and vaccinations.
e |t is a formidable task as India still struggles with low immunisation rates and drinking
water contamination. But it must consider the consequences of a failure.
e Given the complex nature of the problem, no individual nation has the capacity to
address this problem independently and thus a global cooperation is required.

Connecting the dots:

e India needs to strengthen and implement regulations on antibiotic misuse. Critically
evaluate the steps taken by government.

What a new Lancet study reveals about HIV and ART?

According to a new Lancet study —

e Extending anti-retroviral therapy (ART) outreach with early testing and support for HIV
treatment could help eradicate the disease.

e Condomless sex between serodifferent couples in which the HIV-positive partner was
receiving virally suppressive ART didn’t result in HIV transmission from seropositive
partner to the seronegative one.

e Serodifferent couple means one person is living with HIV and the other person is HIV-
negative.

In simple words, if the person living with HIV is on effective ART treatment, his viral load will
drop and he will be HIV-undetectable. This means he cannot pass on HIV. Therefore, a HIV
negative person will not be at risk if they have sex with someone who is HIV-undetectable.

Significance of Lancet study to India
e Approximately 2.1 million people are living with HIV/AIDS in India, and only 79% are
aware of their HIV status—and just 56% receive ART.
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e Build awareness that ART intervention at an early stage could help stop transmission,
and thus, preventing new infections altogether could become easier.

e The finding by Lancet helps to remove stigma and discrimination surrounding the
disease.

Measures taken by India

e In 2017, India moved to the ‘test and treat’ protocol prescribed by the WHO, which
meant every HIV-positive individual within the country was to be put on ART treatment.

e India had adopted the UNAIDS 90-90-90 goal, under which, by 2020, 90% of all people
living with HIV will know their HIV status, 90% of all people with HIV infection will
receive sustained antiretroviral therapy, and 90% of all people receiving antiretroviral
therapy will have viral suppression.

e NACO’s Link Workers Scheme under which volunteers from at-risk groups were trained
to link their communities with HIV information, commodities and services.

Conclusion:

Despite a marked rise in ART coverage, many people living with HIV/AIDS (PLHA) are unable to
access the clinics. India needs to make the most of ART by ensuring a 100% outreach, and
adherence.

Connecting the dots:

e What is HIV and how is it a life threatening disease? How has India battled against HIV?
Critically examine.

e Discuss some of the provisions of the Human Immunodeficiency Virus and Acquired
Immune Deficiency Syndrome (Prevention and Control) Act of 2017.

e Elaborate on the Policy actions initiated by the government w.r.t. HIV AIDS and the
necessary concerns associated. Highlight the provisions of the recent legislation.

State prepares to battle dengue

Part of: GS Prelims and Mains Il - Social/Health issue; Services relating to Health, Education,
Human Resources.

In news:
e As monsoon approaches, State prepares to battle dengue

Do you know?
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National Dengue Day, celebrated on May 16

According to the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, the aim is to spread awareness
about dengue and to increase preventive measures as well as find out ways to prevent
and control the disease across the country.

A viral disease caused by the dengue virus, it is transmitted by the Aedes mosquito
(Aedes aegypti) bite infected with any one of the four dengue viruses.

Facts about dengue

Dengue is a viral disease caused by dengue virus (DENV, 1-4 serotypes)

Dengue is transmitted by bite of Aedes aegypti mosquito infected with any one of the
four dengue viruses.

Aedes aegepti mosquito bites during daylight hours.

Person develops symptoms 3-14 days after the infective bite.

Patients who are already infected with the dengue virus can transmit the infection to
other via Aedes mosquitoes during 4-5 days of onset of symptoms.

Dengue prevention and control depends on effective vector control measures.

National Institute of Nutrition

Part of: GS Prelims and Mains Il: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections; Health and

development

In news:

National Institute of Nutrition stands by its report on no onion, garlic in its meals

The National Institute of Nutrition (NIN) said that it stands by its findings certifying mid-
day meals without onion and garlic provided by the Akshaya Patra Foundation (APF)
in Karnataka schools as compliant with nutritional norms laid down by the State

government.

Do you know?

The Akshaya Patra Foundation is a not-for-profit organisation headquartered in
Bengaluru, India.

The organisation strives to eliminate classroom hunger by implementing the Mid-Day
Meal Scheme in the government schools and government-aided schools.

Alongside, Akshaya Patra also aims at countering malnutrition and supporting the right
to education of socio-economically disadvantaged children..
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About National Institute of Nutrition (NIN)

NIN was founded by Sir Robert McCarrison in the year 1918 as ‘Beri-Beri’ Enquiry Unit in
a single room laboratory at the Pasteur Institute, Coonoor, Tamil Nadu.

Within a short span of seven years, this unit blossomed into a "Deficiency Disease
Enquiry" and later in 1928, emerged as full-fledged "Nutrition Research Laboratories"
(NRL) with Dr. McCarrison as its first Director.

It was shifted to Hyderabad in 1958.

At the time of its golden jubilee in 1969, it was renamed as National Institute of
Nutrition (NIN).

The NIN is part of Indian Council of Medical Research, Department of Health Research,
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

Pan-India scale up of food fortification: Steps taken and Challenges

Background:

India has been able to dramatically reduce the number of people living in extreme poverty from
306 million people living on less than $1.90 (on a PPP basis) a day in 2011 to 48 million today.

However, a similar dynamism in record against malnutrition is not seen. The country is home to

the largest number of malnourished children in the world despite major government

interventions:

Providing highly subsidised foodgrains to the poorest 67 per cent of the population
under the National Food Security Act (NFSA).

A free Mid-day Meal Scheme (MDM) that targets around 100 million students in
government schools.

A supplementary nutrition programme through the ICDS network.

Fighting Anaemia: Simpler strategies required

Anaemia affects every second child in the country.

There has been no perceptible decline in anaemia among 15 to 49-year old women; it
affects around 60 per cent of them. This public health emergency needs to be addressed
immediately.

Poverty, gender disparity, poor sanitation, low health and nutrition service coverage and
poor nutritional intake — particularly an iron-deficient diet — continue to impede our
fight against anaemia.
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e The NFSA’s focus on wheat and rice has forced millets — traditional source for iron and
minerals — out of the market.

e The government’s iron supplementation programme to overcome IDA has led to only 30
per cent of pregnant women consuming iron and folic acid tablets.

This compels us to think of simpler and effective strategies like fortification of food staples with
essential micronutrients like iron and vitamin.

What is food fortification?

Fortification is the addition of key vitamins and minerals such as iron, iodine, zinc, Vitamin A &
D to staple foods such as rice, milk and salt to improve their nutritional content. These nutrients
may or may not have been originally present in the food before processing.

Food fortification: A critical strategy

Food fortification is a largely-ignored, yet critical, strategy which has proved an effective,
affordable, scalable and sustainable intervention in many countries.
India had tested the idea when it successfully tackled the widespread problem of goitre by
mandating iodised salt in 1962.

As there are numerous programmes to address malnutrition, this simple idea of fortifying meals
has the potential to reach every segment of the population.
Policy-makers have recently begun to address this blind spot to change the country’s nutritional
landscape.
e Comprehensive regulations and standards have been framed by the FSSAlI on
fortification of food.
e The Women and Child Development and Human Resource Development ministries have
issued advisories to the states to mandatorily use fortified wheat flour and edible oil in
ICDS and MDM.
However, given that fortification of these staples is still relatively new in India, traction has
been slow.

Centrally-sponsored scheme on rice fortification in PDS:

The Department of Food and Public Distribution, facilitated by the NITI Aayog, has recently
launched a centrally-sponsored scheme on rice fortification in PDS. The programme is designed
to cover 15 districts, initially.
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Rice is the staple for 65 per cent of the Indian population, most of whom are located in high
malnutrition burden states. Supply of fortified rice through a network of fair price shops is a
cost-effective intervention to address anaemia across all sections of the population.

Way ahead:
A successful pan-India scale up of fortification will depend on many factors —

e The political will of state governments. Flexibility to allow states to adapt the
fortification model to their procurement and distribution systems and capacity building
of different stakeholders.

e The FSSAl's role, its enforcement machinery and the quality control labs needs to be
strengthened.

e Llastly and most crucially, sustainability of fortification depends on the regular
consumption of fortified food by the consumers and thus a comprehensive state specific
strategy should be developed to generate awareness among the consumers.

Connecting the dots:

e Indiais home to the largest number of malnourished children in the world despite major
government interventions. Simpler and effective strategies like fortification of food
staples with essential micronutrients like iron and vitamin can play a major role.
Comment.
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GOVERNMENT SCHEMES

Why capping stent prices is no cure?

Context:

Healthcare in India is in urgent need of a paradigm shift.

In the recent past, the sector has seen some significant policy announcements, with the
government trying to finally make healthcare accessible and affordable.

Price capping of medical devices has been at the forefront of these announcements.
India heavily relies on medical device imports to meet its healthcare needs. Therefore
capping of medical devices is an important policy announcement.

Benefits of capping stent prices:

Price control is necessary under the failed and exploitive market system characterised
by exorbitant, irrational and restrictive trade margin.

India, in order to achieve its long-term goal of Universal Healthcare Coverage, it needs
better equipment, skill development and policies that support medical innovations.
Price capping will minimise the expenditure in the health sector and allow more people
to benefit from it.

Coronary artery disease (CAD) in India has become a major public health problem.
(incidence of high morbidity and mortality). Therefore, price cap on coronary stents
have helped a larger number of patients from lower-income groups undergo life-
saving angioplasty since their number went up sharply after the price-regulation move.
It also allows transparency and better government control and audit ease.

Why capping stent prices is no cure?

India is still battling healthcare challenges like availability of adequate infrastructure,
trained professionals, rapidly changing disease burden and catastrophic out-of-pocket
expenses. (Needs comprehensive reforms in other areas too)

The medical device market in India is under-penetrated, and access to quality and
affordable medical service remains a challenge.

For instance, there has been a drastic fall in the Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in the
medical device sector (according to recent reports). Drug-eluting stents are mostly
manufactured by medical-device MNCs and after capping stent price many have either
pulled out their state-of-the-art stents from the Indian market or have announced
plans to do so.
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e Now, at this point, where India imports 70% of its medical devices, the industry is
dependent on the global community for the inflow of technology and innovation.

e While the domestic industry finds its feet in this market, the access of these devices to
patients cannot be paused.

e If a high-quality stent by a global manufacturer becomes inaccessible to the patients, it
can have severe implications on the health of millions.

Do you know?
e The capping slashed the price of drug-eluting stents by as much as 70%.

e Top-rung MNCs pulling their products out of the Indian market also has serious
implications for patients in the country.

Conclusion:

e Government is progressing towards increasing access and adoption, improving quality,
and lowering healthcare delivery costs in the country.

e However, healthcare policies are not about what serves the short-term purpose, but
what works for the people in the long run.

e Critics argue that subsidising stents at public hospitals based on income could have
been better alternative in order to solve the problem of lower-income patients, who are
more likely to opt out of life-saving procedures because of high stent costs.

e The lack of pricing freedom in medical devices sends out signals to the international
investing community that regulatory action in India could be a potential threat.

Connecting the dots:

e Indian healthcare framework needs a comprehensive regulatory framework that goes
beyond price control. Other key elements of healthcare- insurance coverage, healthcare
infrastructure etc.- must be stressed upon. Analyze.

Shanta Kumar Committee Report: Analysis

Background:

A High-Level Committee (HLC) was appointed and chaired by former food minister Shanta
Kumar, on restructuring of the FCl in August 2014. The HLC, in its report submitted its
recommendations in January 2015.

On re-structuring of FCI:
e The FCl hand over all procurement operations of wheat, paddy and rice to states
(Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Haryana, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha and Punjab) that
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have gained sufficient experience in this regard and have created reasonable
infrastructure for procurement.

e The FCI should accept only the surplus grain (after deducting the needs of the states
under the National Food Security Act—NFSA) from these state governments (not
millers) to be moved to deficit states.

e The corporation FClI should move on to help those states where farmers suffer from
distress sales at prices much below Minimum Support Price (MSP), and which are
dominated by small holdings, like eastern Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal, Assam, etc.

Implementation:

e After more than four years, restructuring of the FCl remains a dream, and the
corporation continues to depend on the same set of states for procurement of grains
and procurement operations have not been revamped in eastern states.

On PDS reform:

e The government should relook at the coverage (67% of the population) under the NFSA
as it’s on the ‘higher’ side.

e Computerisation of the PDS process for checking the pilferage of PDS grains.

e Gradual introduction of cash transfers in the PDS, starting with large cities with more
than 1 million population; extending it to grain-surplus states, and then giving an option
to deficit states to opt for cash or physical grain distribution.

Implementation:

e According to the official data, all the existing 23 crore ration cards have been digitised
and most of the cards have been seeded with Aadhaar numbers and 2.75 crore ration
cards have been deleted during 2013-17.

Food ministry officials have often stated that deletion of ration cards has ensured better
targeting of beneficiaries.

The offtake of foodgrains by the states under the PDS after deletion (bogus) and
digitisation of ration cards has not declined in the last five years.

e Rising food subsidy dues & loans:
The total outstanding dues to the FCI stand at "1.85 lakh crore as on March 31, 2019,
because of the mismatch between budget allocated to the corporation and the actual
expenses incurred.

The actual expenditure towards food subsidy has been rising because of two factors—
the annual rise in MSP for paddy and wheat given to farmers for procurement, and
‘open ended’ purchase operations leading to excess grains stocks held by the FCI.

e On cash transfer to PDS beneficiaries, the progress has been minimal. Only Chandigarh,
Puducherry and parts of the Union Territory of Dadra and Nagar Haveli have opted for
cash transfer in the PDS.
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Rising food subsidy bill:

e Reluctance to increase the price of highly subsidised foodgrains supplied under the
NFSA, 2013. Under the Act, the price of '3/2/1 for rice, wheat and coarse grains, was
capped for three years, which ended in 2016.

Each rupee (per kg) increase issue price of grains could result in savings of food subsidy
of over 5,000 crore annually.

e FCI’'s economic cost (procurement, distribution and storage of holding foodgrains) has
been rising sharply, contributing to rising food subsidy expenses.

Conclusion:

The NFSA—which has the objective of providing for food and nutritional security by ensuring
access to adequate quantity of quality food at affordable prices to the people to live a life with
dignity—is gradually turning out to be huge financial burden on the central government. The
mounting burden of the food subsidy budget is compounded by huge surplus grains, and this
has put enormous pressure on the central government’s finances.
Steps to tackle the issues should be taken on an immediate basis.

Connecting the dots:

e The Shanta Kumar Committee submitted its report in 2014. Analyse how far the
recommendations given by the committee were implemented.

PMJDY: Analysis

Introduction:

Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) seems to be delivering well on its financial inclusion
objectives without placing undue burden on bank. The aggregate deposits in the PMJDY
accounts have grown ten-fold from the first phase of the scheme in January 2015.

The PMIDY has delivered financial inclusion:

e It has contributed to financialisation of savings by giving lower income households
access to a safe investment product. In the last four years, deposits in these accounts
have expanded ten-fold even as the number of account holders is up only three-fold,
showing that existing depositors in JDY regularly top up their balances.
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With 13.5 crore beneficiaries enrolling for the low-cost accident insurance cover and 5.5
crore for the life cover, the account is giving disadvantaged folks services of other
financial products as well.

With 27.7 crore account holders now armed with Rupay debit cards, their transition to
electronic payments has increased as well.

Going forward:

Offering other financial services:

The Centre must nudge the banks to offer much-needed loan products to the Jan Dhan
account holders.

This is critical to wean them away from the grip of usurious money lenders who extract
a heavy price on their finances when emergencies strike.

Generating awareness:

The Centre and the RBI need to make sure that these first-time adopters are treated
well at bank branches, know the grievance redressal mechanisms and are aware of, and
protected from, the consequences of fraud or misuse of their accounts.

Changing strategy:

The sharp spike in the JDY account balances during the note ban months was a red flag.
Rather than persisting with account opening or deposit targets for banks on JDY,
regulators must now ratchet up their education efforts to make sure that JDY holders
are aware of their rights and don’t fall prey to benami holders or money-launderers
seeking to exploit their banking access.

Conclusion:

The PMIDY is delivering on inclusion, but awareness among account holders must rise. Apart

from awareness the banks need to avail most of

Connecting the dots:

PMJDY has come a long way in promoting financial inclusion. Critically analyse.
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INTERNATIONAL

Asia-Pacific to grow 5.7% this year: ADB

Part of: GS Prelims and Mains Il and Ill — Economy; International Affairs
In news:
According to Asian Development Bank —

e Asia-Pacific region is expected to power ahead growing at 5.7% this year
e The bank’s lending grew to a record $21.6 billion in 2018, 10% higher compared to 2017.

Strategy 2030 plan of ADB
It focuses on six key areas —

e operational and action plans for the private sector,

e addressing remaining poverty and inequality,

e accelerating progress in gender equality,

e continuing to foster regional cooperation and integration,
e expanding private sector operations and

e using concessional resources effectively

WTO issues: Talking fair trade in Delhi

Introduction:
India to host the second mini-ministerial meet of the World Trade Organisation (WTO)

Do you know?
e 12th WTO Ministerial Conference will be held in June 2020 at Astana, Kazakhstan.
e 11th Ministerial Conference (Buenos Aires, December 2017) collapsed despite efforts by
164 WTO members to evolve a consensus on several issues.
e The U.S. had refused a reduction in subsidies and also pulled back on its commitment to
find a perennial solution to public stockholding.

Major areas and issues needs to be addressed:
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The 2™ mini-ministerial meet will be held to discuss the interests of developing and
least developed countries in global trade.

US had accused that developing countries like India and China benefit from exemptions
meant for the poorer nations. Therefore, this meet acts as a preparatory meeting to set
a common agenda at the 12th Ministerial Conference which will be held next year.
Negotiations on issue of subsidies and public stockholding — issues central to developing
and less developed countries.

The other issues under discussion will relate to protectionist measures, digital trade,
fisheries, subsidies, environmental goods, standardisation and implementation of
sanitary and phytosanitary measures, and other matters ripe for negotiation and
agreement, mainly investment facilitation.

Issue of agricultural subsidies

WTO replaced the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) as an international
organisation mainly to overcome tussles over trade interests.

The economies of the developing and less developed world (with little bargaining
power) were unable to gain market access in most of the developed economies (which
were influential in negotiations), especially when it came to agricultural commodities.
However, there is still deadlock on the issue of agricultural trade negotiations. The
disagreements between developed countries (the European Union and the U.S.) and
developing countries (Malaysia, Brazil and India) to discipline the farm regime in their
favour continue, thereby threatening the WTQO’s comprehensive development agenda.
The expectations of developing countries from trade also get belied due to sizeable
support by the developed nations to their farmers in a situation of market failure and
other uncertainties. The support through subsidies tends to bring distortions in
commodity prices.

According to OECD, the quantum of subsidies by developed nations vary from $300 to
$325 billion annually, which is much higher than that estimated for developing
countries. This has become a bone of contention in trade talks as farm lobbies in the
U.S., Europe and Japan have steadily exercised political clout to influence officials and
lawmakers to continue giving subsidies to farmers.

Stringent non-tariff measures (NTMs)

Another major concern is that developed countries design and implement stringent
non-tar