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Preface 

This is our 60th edition of Yojana Gist and 51st edition of Kurukshetra Gist, released for the 

month of March 2020. It is increasingly finding a place in the questions of both UPSC Prelims 

ŀƴŘ aŀƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ŜǉǳƛǇ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ 

ǘƘŀǘΩƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /{9Φ 

Every issue deals with a single topic comprehensively sharing views from a wide spectrum 

ranging from academicians to policy makers to scholars. The magazine is essential to build 

an in-depth understanding of various socio-economic issues.  

From the exam point of view, however, not all articles are important. Some go into scholarly 

depths and others discuss agendas that are not relevant for your preparation. Added to this 

is the difficulty of going through a large volume of information, facts and analysis to finally 

extract their essence that may be useful for the exam. 

We are not discouraging from reading the magazine itself. So, do not take this as a 

document which you take read, remember and reproduce in the examination. Its only 

purpose is to equip you with the right understanding. But, if you do not have enough time to 

go through the magazines, you can rely on the content provided here for it sums up the 

most essential points from all the articles. 

You need not put hours and hours in reading and making its notes in pages. We believe, a 

smart study, rather than hard study, can improve your preparation levels.  

 

Think, learn, practice and keep improving!  

¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƳŀƴǘǊŀ J 
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Note:  
This issue deals with a lot of numbers. Now, numbers are often considered very boring. There 
is nothing new that you will be reading in this edition. The budget is the same. The numbers 
are going to be same. But what matters is how we are structuring it, or bucketing it for you 
to gain an understanding of the interconnectedness that exists.   
So when you start flipping through the pages, know that the merit will not be in crunching up 
the numbers but inter-relating and inter-connecting with all the other updates, comparing it 
and forming a good foundation of understanding and therefore solutions, that will help you 
through Mains and Interview, as well as when you actually become an officer and have to 
work through these numbers! J 
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UNION BUDGET 2020-21 
 

Presenting the Union Budget for 2020-21, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said, 

ñIn May 2019, Prime Minister Narendra Modi received a massive mandate to form 

the government again. People of India have unequivocally given their janaadesh for 

not just political stability, but have also reposed their faith in our economic policy. 

This is a budget to boost their income and enhance their purchasing power.ò 

 

Ease of Living underlined by the three prominent themes of the Budget 

1. Aspirational India - Better standards of living with access to health, education and better 

jobs for all sections of the society 

¶ Agriculture, Irrigation, and Rural Development 

¶ Wellness, Water, and Sanitation 

¶ Education and Skills 

2. Economic Development for all - ά{ŀōƪŀ {ŀŀǘƘ Σ {ŀōƪŀ ±ƛƪŀǎ Σ {ŀōƪŀ ±ƛǎƘǿŀǎέΦ 

3. Caring Society - Both humane and compassionate; Antyodaya as an article of faith. 

Three broad themes are held together by: 

¶ Corruption free, policy-driven Good Governance. 

¶ Clean and sound financial sector. 
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Caring India: Women & Child, Social Welfare and Culture 
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Socio-economic and educational empowerment of women from minority communities 

Pradhan Mantri Jan VikasKaryakram (PMJVK): Earlier known as Multi-sectoral 

Development Programme (MsDP), a Centrally Sponsored Scheme, in identified Minority 

Concentration Areas (MCAs) of the country with the objective of developing socio-economic 

assets and basic amenities in these areas to bring them at par with other parts of the 

country. The thrust of the PMJVK programme is to allocate at least 80% of the resources for 

education, health and skill development and at least 33-40% of the resources for women 

centric projects. 

Socio-Economic-Educational Empowerment of Minority Women: Pre-Matric Scholarship 

Scheme, Post-Matric Scholarship Scheme, Merit-cum-Means based Scholarship Scheme ς 

For educational empowerment of students; Begum Hazrat Mahal National Scholarship for 

Meritorious Girls belonging to the Minorities.   More than 1.94 Crore girl students have 

benefitted during ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ р ȅŜŀǊǎΦ hǘƘŜǊǎ ǎŎƘŜƳŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ άaŀǳƭŀƴŀ !ȊŀŘ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ {ŎƘŜƳŜέΤ άbŀȅŀ {ŀǾŜǊŀέ ς CǊŜŜ /ƻŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ !ƭƭƛŜŘ {ŎƘŜƳŜΤ άtŀŘƘƻ tŀǊŘŜǎƘέ 

ŀƴŘ άbŀƛ ¦ŘŀŀƴέΦ 

Leadership Development: άbŀƛ wƻǎƘƴƛέ ǎŎƘŜƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜ ǎŎƘŜƳŜǎ ς Leadership 

development of women belonging to minority communities.About three (3) lakh women 

have been provided various leadership development training in the last five years. 

Skill Development: 

¶ άDƘŀǊƛō bŀǿŀȊ {ǿŀǊƻƧƎŀǊ ¸ƻƧƴŀέ  for providing shortterm job oriented skill 
development courses to youth belonging to minority communities 

¶ ά{ŜŜƪƘƻ !ǳǊ YŀƳŀƻέ ς Skill development scheme for youth of 14 ς 35 years age 
group and aiming at improving the employability of existing workers, school 
dropouts etc. 

¶ Nai Manzil ς A scheme for formal school education & skilling of school dropouts. 
¶ 4.35 lakh women have been provided employment oriented skill development 

training 
¶ άIǳƴŀǊ IŀŀǘǎέΣƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛƻƴ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ aƛƴƻǊƛǘȅ !ŦŦŀƛǊǎ ƛƴ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŎƛǘƛŜǎΣ 

offer unique opportunities to young entrepreneurs and aspirants to experiment and 

ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ƴƻǾŜƭ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƻŦ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŎƻǳǇƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƛǾŜƭƛƘƻƻŘΦέ άIǳƴŀǊ Iŀŀǘǎέ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 

50% reservation for women. It started at 20%, but over the years it has increased to 

ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊe a large number of women self-help 

groups associated with Hunar Haats.1.35 lakh women artisans have benefitted 

through Hunar Haats during the last three (3) years 

IŀƧ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ άaŜƘǊŀƳΥ Restrictions lifted on Muslim women going for Haj without 

άaŜƘǊŀƳέ όƳŀƭe companion).  5,544 Muslim women have performed Haj without 

άaŜƘǊŀƳέ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ όоύ ȅŜŀǊǎ 

Social Empowerment: Brought the law to ban the social evils like Triple Talaq; 

Constitutional and Social rights of Muslim women have been ensured 
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Environment & Climate Change 
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