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Trump nominates Indian-
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P11

WASHINGTON 05 MAY 2020 06:57 IST
UPDATED: 05 MAY 2020 06:57 IST

= THE=st@= HINDU #®

Pinto was Special Assistant and Associate
Counsel to President George W. Bush
during private practice at two international
law firms

U.S. President Donald Trump has nominated
Indian-American Ashok Michael Pinto as a
representative to the International Bank for
Reconstruction and Development.

Pinto was on Monday nominated as US
Alternate Executive Director of IBRD for a term
of two years. If confirmed by the Senate, Pinto
would replace Erik Bethel, who has resigned
from the post.

Pinto currently serves as Counselor to the Under
Secretary for International Affairs at the United
States Department of the Treasury.






Ministry of Defence

DRDO develops UV Disinfection Tower

Posted On: 04 MAY 2020 5:13PM by PIB Delhi

Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has developed an Ultra Violet (UV) Disinfection
Tower for rapid and chemical free disinfection of high infection prone areas.

The equipment named UV blaster is a UV based area sanitiser designed and developed by Laser Science
&Technology Centre (LASTEC), the Delhi based premier laboratory of DRDO with the help of M/s New Age
Instruments and Matenials Private Limited, Gurugram.

The UV Blaster is useful for high tech surfaces like electronic equipment, computers and other gadgets in
laboratories and offices that are not suitable for disinfection with chemical methods. The product is also

effective for areas with large flow of people such as airports, shopping malls, metros, hotels, factories, offices,

ete.

The UV based area sanitiser may be used by remote operation through laptop/mobile phone using wifi link.

The equipment has six lamps each with 43 watts of UV-C power at 254 nm wavelength for 360 degree
illumination. For a room of about 12 x 12 feet dimension, the disinfection time is about 10 minutes and 30
minutes for 400 square feet area by positioning the equipment at different places within the room.

This sanitiser switches off on accidental opening of room or human intervention. One more salient safety
feature of the product is the key to arm operation.

Ministry of Science &Technology

Electrostatic Disinfection Technology Transferred for
Commercialization

Posted On: 29 APR 2020 12:44PM by PIB Delhi

CSIR-Central Scientific Instruments Organisation (CSIR-CSI10), Chandigarh. has designed and
developed an innovative technology for effective disinfection and sanitization to fight with corona
pandemic. CSIR-CSIO has transferred this technology to a Nagpur-based company. Rite Water
Solutions Pvt. Ltd.. for commercialization and large-scale production. This technology has been
found very efficient and effective to stop the spread of coronavirus and pathogens, say CSIR-
CSIO scientists.

Electrostatic Disinfection Machine is developed based on the electrostatic principle. It produces
uniform and fine spray droplets of disinfectants in the size range of 10-20 micrometre to kill
microorganisms and viruses. Due to the small size of droplets. the surface area of spray droplets
increases thereby enhancing the interaction with harmful microorganisms and coronavirus. The
machine uses very less disinfection material as compared to conventional methods, which helps to
save natural resources with negligible increase of chemical waste in the environment.

“Charged droplets emitted from the disinfection machine can cover the directly exposed and
obscured surfaces uniformly with increased efficiency and efficacy and the disinfectant reaches to
any hidden areas of the target. where there is a maximum possibility to find the viruses.
Therefore, it kills or inhibits the growth of pathogens very effectively”, said by Dr. Manoj K.
Patel, Senior Scientist and Innovator of the technology.

Technology transfer agreement was signed by Abhijeet Gaan, Director, Rite Water Solutions Pvt.

Ltd. and Dr. Surender Singh Saini, Head. Business Initiatives &Project Planning at CSIR-CSIO.
Chandigarh. Technology transfer event was held through video conferencing between both the

parties. Dr. Sanjay Kumar, Director, CSIR-CSIO, and other departmental heads were also present
during the event.
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Certainly

Delhi: No effluents,
Yamuna water is much
cleaner

The Indian Express had reported last
week that the water quality of the river
had seemingly improved in Delhi due to
a higher share of freshwater being
released into it, and a pause on the flow
of industrial effluents due to the COVID-
19 lockdown across the country.
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tivities. We have spoken to the
states to initiate worl .. and worl
on lovw-hanging fruits to see thhat
water is storecd and reservecd.

Are youir concermned about thhe
expendituure cuits in thhe walke
of thhe current crisis™?
Certainly. I arnm not so con-—
cermned about thhe government of
India even thhough the crisis will
affectits resources and expendi-
ture. l am more concermned about
the states. The states are soing to
face a difficult situation. In Jal
barring the
Himalavan states anca the
Northeastern states or the UTs,
all states. are working on proj-—
ects on a S0O:50 quotient. For
states to spare such budsgsetary
allocation in thhe next three vears
in this condition looks very dif-
ficult to Mme... 1 think the states
should fix their priorities and
water shhould be at thhe top.

One positive imnmppact
highlizshted by smost
environNnimentalists is howvw the
COWVID-19 crisis helped tihhe
ecearth clean itself. Howvw far
wwwouwld it help vousrr mission on
clean vwwatenr'?

Undoubtedly it has helped.
Pollution levels have dipped as in—
dustrial effluents have come
dovwin... I have already asked iy
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cdepartme Nnts to st LI(‘V the ch ange
in the quality of thhe water in
Ganga and Yamuna fiom the firstc
day of lockdowvwn. We are compil-
ing all the studies and analysing. ...
it'’s mnot just because of the locikk-
cdowvwwn. It's also because of the
Namami Gange Project. Also. the
rainfall during thhe lockdowvwn has
increased the water flow in
Yamuna. With less farming activ-—
ities, vwater cquaritity has increased
from an average 300 cusecs this
time to 3000 cusec. This is how

nature heals itself. It's a point of

iNntrospection for all of us.

There has been rmuch
discussion on thhe Bhilvwara
mmoddel in Rajasthhan™s fizsht
Aazainst COVID-1927 wWhart's
YVOour viewvw on it’?

In Bhilvwara, it vwas all initi-
atecd by a doctor’s family . When
they started having symptoms,
they reportecd it to district ad-
ministration and they worked
well. If somebody has been ap-
prlauded,., it's thhe public. They be—-
haved responsibly and followvwed
all instructions... But thhe state
sovernment became compla-
cent. They could not address
simiilar situations in Jaipur and

Jodhpur. Why have they failed in

rthhese places™?
FULL INTERVIEW ON
wvwwwwviindianexpress . Ccornn
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Ministry of Rural Development

Union Minister for Rural Development and
Panchayati Raj Shri Narendra Singh Tomar launches
“The Saras Collection” on the Government e-
Marketplace (GeM) portal

The Saras Collection showcases daily utility products
made by rural self-help groups (SHGs) and aims to
provide SHGs in rural areas with market access to

Government buyers

In the first phase, 913 SHGs from 11 States have
already registered as sellers and 442 products have
been on-boarded

Posted On: 04 MAY 2020 2:5S7FPM by PIB Deihi

The Union Minister for Rural Development and Panchayati Raj] and Agricuilture and Farmers™’
Welfare., Shri Narendra Singh Tomar, launched “The Saras Collection™ on the Government e
Marketplace (GeM) portalat Krishi Bhavan in New Delhitoday. A unique initiative of GeM and the
DeenDayalAntyodaya Yojana-National Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM) Ministry of Rural
Development, the Saras Collection showcases daily utility products made by rural self-help groups

(SHGs) and aims to provide SHGs in rural areas with market access to Central and State
Government buyers.
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A BLUETOOTH -BASED COVID-19 TRACKER
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Apple, Google ban use of location
tracking in contact tracing apps

REUTERS
LONDON, MAY 4

APPLE INC and Alphabet Inc’s
Google Monday said they would
ban the use of location tracking
in apps that use a new contact
tracing system the two are build-
ing to slow the spread of the
novel coronavirus.

Apple and Google, whose op-
erating systems power 99% of
smart phones, said last month

they would work together to cre-
ate a system for notifying people

who have been near others who
have tested positive for COVID-19.

Both companies said that
privacy and preventing govern-
ments from using the system to
compile data on citizens was a
primary goal. The system
uses bluetooth signals from
phones to detect encounters
and does not use or store GPS
location data.

But the developers of coron-

avirus-related apps in several US
states told Reuters last month
that it was vital that they be al-
lowed to use GPS location data
in conjunction with the new
contact tracing system in order
to track how outbreaks move
and identify hotspots.

The decision will require
public health authorities who
want to use GPS locationdatato
rely on unstable workarounds to
detect encounters using
Bluetooth sensors.
























