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PREFACE

With the present shift in examination pattern of UPSC Civil Services Examination, ‘General
Studies — Il and General Studies I’ can safely be replaced with ‘Current Affairs’. Moreover,
following the recent trend of UPSC, almost all the questions are issue-based rather than news-
based. Therefore, the right approach to preparation is to prepare issues, rather than just
reading news.

Taking this into account, our website www.iasbaba.com will cover current affairs focusing more

on ‘issues’ on a daily basis. This will help you pick up relevant news items of the day from
various national dailies such as The Hindu, Indian Express, Business Standard, LiveMint,
Business Line and other important Online sources. Over time, some of these news items will
become important issues.

UPSC has the knack of picking such issues and asking general opinion based questions.
Answering such questions will require general awareness and an overall understanding of the
issue. Therefore, we intend to create the right understanding among aspirants — ‘How to cover
these issues?

This is the 59 edition of IASbaba’s Monthly Magazine. This edition covers all important issues
that were in news in the month of APRIL 2020 which can be accessed from
https://iasbaba.com/current-affairs-for-ias-upsc-exams/

VALUE ADDITIONS FROM IASBABA

e Must Read and Connecting the dots.

e Also, we have introduced Prelim and mains focused snippets and Test Your Knowledge
(Prelims MCQs based on daily current affairs) which shall guide you for better revision.

e ‘Must Read’ section, will give you important links to be read from exam perspective.
This will make sure that, you don’t miss out on any important news/editorials from
various newspapers on daily basis.

e Under each news article, ‘Connecting the dots’ facilitates your thinking to connect and
ponder over various aspects of an issue. Basically, it helps you in understanding an issue
from multi-dimensional view-point. You will understand its importance while giving
Mains or Interview.

Must Read Articles: We have not included them in the magazine. Those following DNA on daily
basis may follow it- https://iasbaba.com/current-affairs-for-ias-upsc-exams/

“Tell my mistakes to me not to others, because these are to be corrected by me, not by them.”

www.lASbaba.com
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HISTORY/CULTURE/GEOGRAPHY

Tablighi Jamaat

Part of: GS Prelims and GS-I - Art and culture
In News:
e Over 200 have tested positive for COVID-19 from among 4,000-odd who had gathered in
Delhi’s Markaz Nizamuddin, the headquarters of the Tablighi Jamaat.
Key takeaways:
o Tablighi Jamaat literally means a society for spreading the faith.
e |tis a Sunni Islamic missionary movement.
e It aims to reach out to ordinary Muslims and revive their faith.
e It was launched by Deoband cleric and prominet Islamic scholar Maulana Muhammad
llyas Khandhalaw in 1927 in Mewat to bring back Meo peasants (mostly Muslims who
were largely practicing Hindu traditions) into the fold of traditional Islam.

Pattachitra

Part of: GS Prelims and GS-I - Art and culture
In News:
e COVID-19 pandemic has impacted the livelihood of the Pattachitra artists, residing in
Heritage crafts village of Raghurajpur in Odisha.
e Itis a picture painted on a piece of cloth.
e Itis based in the states of West Bengal and Odisha.

Bengal tradition Odisha tradition

It is centered around Kalighat (in | Itis centered around Puri.
Kolkata).

Theme is not much devotional. These paintings are based on Hindu mythology
and specially inspired by Jagannath and
Vaishnava sect.

Kalaripayattu

Part of: GS Prelims and GS-I - Art and culture
The Kerala Tourism has come up with six theme-based microsites, including one on
Kalaripayattu for the post-COVID-19 days.

o Kalaripayattu also known as Kalari, is an Indian martial art and fighting style.

¢ It originated in Kerala.

e Itis considered to be among the oldest martial arts still in existence.

¢ Women in Keralite society also undergo training in Kalaripayattu.
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Image source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kalaripayattu

Meru Jatra/ Danda Nata

Part of: GS Prelims and GS-I - Art and culture
e QOdisha’s Ganjam district administration recently banned the Meru Jatra festival on the
occasion of Mahavishub Sankranti, which is also start of the Odia New Year.
e Meru Jatra marks the end of 21-day-long festival of penance named ‘Danda Nata’.
e Only male persons take part in this festival.
e The participants of Danda are called Danduas (also known as Bhoktas).
e Goddess Kali and Shiva are worshipped during this period.

Basava Jayanthi: Birth anniversary of:Vishwaguru Basaveshwara

Part of: GS Prelims and GS-1 — Ancient Indian history; Socio-cultural reform movements
In News:

e Recently, The Prime Minister of India greeted the people on Global Basava Jayanthi
e ltis celebrated on April 26 to honour the birth of Vishwaguru Basaveshwara.
Important value additions:
Basaveshwara

e He was born in Bagevadi (of undivided Bijapur district in Karnataka) during 1131 AD.

e He was the 12th century philosopher and social reformer who gave a unique spiritual
path to mankind.

¢ He is the founding saint of the Lingayat sect.

e His spiritual discipline was based on the principles of:

o Arivu (true knowledge),
o Achara (right conduct),
o Anubhava (divine experience)

e His practical approach and act of establishment of ‘Kalyana Rajya’ (Welfare state)
brought a new status and position for all the citizens of the society, irrespective of class,
caste, creed and sex.

e He established the Anubhava Mantapa, which was a common forum for all to discuss
the prevailing problems of socio, economic and political areas.

e |t was the first and foremost socio-religious Parliament of India.
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e On 14th November 2015, the Prime Minister of India also inaugurated the statue of
Basavanna along the bank of the river Thames at Lambeth in London.
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POLITY/GOVERNANCE

Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation (Adaptation of State Laws) Order, 2020

Part of: GS Prelims and GS-II - Polity and Governance
In News:

The Central government passed Jammu And Kashmir Reorganisation (Adaptation of
State Laws) Order, 2020 recently.

Key takeaways:

The order defined new domicile rule for Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) according to which a
person residing in J&K for at least 15 years will now be eligible to be a domicile of the
Union Territory.

If a person has studied for a period of 7 years and appeared in class 10th or 12th
examination in an educational institution located in the UT of J&K will also be
considered as the domicile of the UT.

Tehsildar shall be the competent authority for issuing the domicile certificate, as
opposed to Deputy Commissioner.

Section 5-A states that no person shall be eligible for appointment to a post carrying a
pay scale for not more than level 4 unless he is a domicile of UT of J&K.

Through the same order, the Centre has repealed the J&K Civil Services (Special
Provisions) Act.

Important value additions:
The Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019

It is an act of the Parliament of India.

It contains provisions to reconstitute the Indian-administered state of Jammu and
Kashmir, into two Indian-administered union territories, one to be called Jammu and
Kashmir, and the other Ladakh.

Image source: https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/govt-releases-

maps-of-uts-of-jk-ladakh-map-of-india-depicting-new-

uts/articleshow/71868357.cms?from=mdr
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Planning institution: Need to Think national and act local

In the event of crisis created by the pandemic, an all-round plan for recovery is much needed.

However, there is a general criticism that Planning bodies (Erstwhile Planning Commission and

present NITI Aayog) has failed to produce all-round development of India’s economy.

Some of the drawbacks/criticisms of National Planning Body

Short-termism in policymaking: In electoral democracies like India, governments
change in shorter spans whereas national plans need consistent action over decades.
The disruption caused due to absence of long-term planning is not faced in the case of
China, that has been one of the reason for its rapid rise.

Compromised Independence: Lack of constitutional status makes the planning body
bend to the will of elected governments thus derailing long term plans

Failure to address the constitutional relationship between the States and Centre -
States who are self-sufficient have often questioned the value of guidance (one-size-fits-
all approach) from National planning bodies

Failure to synergise with Finance Commission that determines the fund allocation of
central resources amongst States.

Lack of Holistic plans/policies: Planning bodies must assist in achieving not just faster
GDP growth, but also more socially inclusive, and more environmentally sustainable
growth.

Lack of insights into systems structures — In the era of Globalisation, the production
factors keeps moving (out of India) to lower cost sources. Neglecting this systemic
factors leads to ineffective policies.

Planning is weak when planners do not have the powers to allocate money for national
priorities (which NITI Aayog does not have)

Way Ahead

Devising a good developmental model in which inequality, societal and environmental
forces are integrated into growth process

Decentralised Solutions- Planning bodies need to promote local solutions to national
problems, taking into account the unique conditions of the region.

If fund allocation powers are granted to NITI Aayog then it must be backed by a
constitutional charter, and accountable to Parliament.

Connecting the dots

National planning bodies must be a force for persuasion, not control centre. Elaborate.
Three-year action plan of NITI Aayog and the progress made.

Why did the government adopt Five Year Planning strategy during the early days of
Independence? Why was it discontinued after 12t FYP?

Funds allocated to State Disaster Risk Management Fund

Part of: GS Prelims and GS-IlI - Disaster management; GS-II - Centre - State Relations
In News:
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Union Minister of Home Affairs (MHA) approved the release of 11,092 crore under the
State Disaster Risk Management Fund (SDRMF) to all the States to take measures for
containment of COVID-19 pandemic.

The funds were allocated to the States on the recommendation of the 15th Finance
Commission.

It was also reiterated to the State Chief Secretaries to ensure that exceptions with
regard to farming operations, be allowed under the 21-day lockdown while maintaining
Social Distancing.

Important value additions:
State Disaster Risk Management Fund (SDRF)

It is the primary fund available with State Governments for responses to notified
disasters to meet expenditure for providing immediate relief to the victims.

Centre contributes 75% of SDRF allocation for general category States and Union
Territories and 90% for special category States (North East States, Sikkim, Uttarakhand,
Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir).

COVID-19: Inter-State Movement (Kerala-Karnataka Case study)

The lockdown imposed by authorities in the wake of COVID-19 pandemic has restricted inter-

state movement which has opened up the questions on Federalism in India.

This has been exemplified in the Kerala-Karnataka border issue
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Brief Background of the issue

o

NH-66 connects the Kasargod district of Kerala with Mangalore of Karnataka
Many in Kasargod district of Kerala depend on medical facilities in Mangalore for
emergencies, while others rely on inter-State movement for essential medicines to

reach them

Karnataka had closed the NH on 215t March, which was opposed by Kerala
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Karnataka’s action was based on the fact that Kasaragod has Kerala’s largest number of
positive cases of COVID-19

What has been Judiciary’s stand on this?

The Kerala High court observed that the Mangaluru-Kasaragod stretch was part of the
National Highway network and has directed the Centre to ensure free vehicle
movement on this stretch.

Karnataka contended that it was not bound to act on an order issued by the Kerala High
Court.

Centre is yet to act on this order

Concerns raised in this issue

Article 21: Denying emergency medical aid amounts to a violation of the right to life
and liberty
Similar actions by Kerala government
0 Kerala Governor promulgated the ‘Kerala Epidemic Diseases Ordinance, 2020’ to
arm itself with extraordinary powers to deal with the pandemic.
0 One of its clauses says the State can seal its borders for such period as necessary
— similar to what Karnataka government has done
0 Another provision empowers Kerala government to restrict the duration of
essential or emergency services, including health, food supply and fuel
Human Rights Vs State’s Public Health Security
0 Whether legal measures taken by the State to prevent the further spread of an
epidemic can extend to a point where there is no exception even for medical
needs
Division of Power:
0 Inter-State migration and quarantine are under the Union List
0 While the prevention of infectious diseases moving from one State to another is
under the Concurrent List.
0 This means that States have the power to impose border restriction
0 However, the responsibility to prevent a breakdown of inter-State relations over
such disputes is on the Centre.

Way Ahead

The concern of Karnataka is legitimate given that there is a danger of spread of infection
from a district which is an hotspot of the COVID-19.

Nevertheless, its actions should not cause constraints on movement of essential
medicinal supplies

Centre has to broker an agreement between both states at least for the movement of
essential items needed for health & survival.

Connecting the dots

Interstate Council and Zonal Councils

NH-766 between Kerala & Karnataka and its issues
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Non-operation of MPLADS fund approved
Part of: GS Prelims and GS-Il - Polity; Health

In News:
e The Central government has approved Non-operation of MPLADS for two years (2020-21 and
2021-22) for managing COVID 19.
Key takeaways:
e These funds will be used to strengthen Government’s efforts in managing the challenges and
adverse impact of COVID19 in the country.

Important value additions:
MPLADS fund

e |tis a scheme formulated by the Government of India that enables the members of parliaments
(MP) to recommend developmental work in their constituencies.

The emphasis is on creating durable community assets based on locally felt needs.

The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MOSPI) looks into its working.

The funds released under the scheme are non-lapsable.

The annual MPLADS fund entitlement per MP constituency is Rs. 5 crore.

Legislators' salary cut by 30%
Part of: GS Prelims and GS-Il - Polity
In News:
Union Cabinet has approved an Ordinance amending the Salary, Allowances and Pension of Members
of Parliament Act, 1954 for reducing salary by 30% for one year.
e [t will come into effect from 1st April, 2020.

Key takeaways:
e President, Vice President, Governors of States have also voluntarily decided to take a pay cut of
30% as a social responsibility for one year.
e The money will go to Consolidated Fund of India.
Important value additions:
Consolidated Fund of India
It includes revenues, which are received by the government through taxes and expenses incurred in
the form of borrowings and loans.
e All government expenditures are met by consolidated funds except a few.
e It was created under Article 266 of the Constitution.
e Similar to the Centre, every state has its own Consolidated Fund as well.

Telecom Disputes Settlement and Appellate Tribunal (TDSAT) : Tenure of

chairperson extended
Part of: GS Prelims and GS - Il & GS — lll — Governance and Economy and related issues
In News:
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e The Supreme Court has extended the tenure of chairperson of Telecom Disputes
Settlement and Appellate Tribunal (TDSAT) by three months

e The tenure was supposed to end by this month.

Important value additions:

e Mandate: To adjudicate disputes and dispose of appeals with a view to protect the
interests of service providers and consumers of the telecom sector.

e Created under: The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India Act, 1997.

e The headquarter is in New Delhi.

e |t was established in 2000.

e The TDSAT consists of a Chairperson and two Members.

States asked to invoke Essential Commodities Act, 1955
Part of: GS Prelims and GS-1l — Polity & Governance

In News:

e States are asked to invoke Essential Commodities (EC) Act, 1955 by the Ministry of
Home Affairs to maintaining smooth supply of essential items at fair prices in the
country.

e The measures include fixing of stock limits, capping of prices, enhancing production, etc.

Key takeaways:

e States can now notify orders under the EC Act, 1955 without prior agreement from the
Central Government up to June 30, 2020.

e Offences under EC Act are criminal offences and may result in imprisonment of 7 years
or fine or both.

e Offenders can also be booked under the Prevention of Black-marketing and
Maintenance of Supplies of Essential Commodities Act, 1980.

Important value additions:
Essential Commodities (EC) Act, 1955

e ltis an act of Parliament of India.

e |t was established to prevent hoarding of the essential commodities and to ensure their
timely delivery so that the normal life does not get affected.

e This includes foodstuff, drugs, fuel (petroleum products) etc.

MPLADS: Members of Parliament Local Area Development Scheme

Context: The Union Cabinet approved a 30% cut in the salaries of all Members of Parliament
and a two-year suspension of MPLAD scheme so that the amount saved can go to the
Consolidated Fund of India (CFl) to fight COVID-19.

What is MPLADS Scheme or Sansad Nidhi Yojana?

e |t is a central sector scheme for MPs to recommend works of developmental nature in
their constituencies

e |t was launched in December, 1993

e The emphasis is on creating durable community assets based on locally felt needs.

e Parent Body: Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MOSPI)
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e The funds - Rs. 5 crore/annum/MP - under the scheme are non-lapsable.
e Funds are released in the form of grants in-aid directly to the district authorities.
e MPs have only recommendatory role and the district authority is empowered to
examine the eligibility of works, select the implementing agencies and monitor it.
Criticism of the scheme

e Against the separation of powers: It allows individual legislators to encroach on
executive role of planning & implementation works

e Promotes Patronage Politics: MPLADS gives scope for MPs to utilise the funds as a
source of patronage that they can dispense at will.

e Inefficiency: Gap between recommendation made by MPs and implementation by the
district administration

e Unused Funds: Some members do not utilise their full entitlement

e Weak monitoring of the scheme has led to allegations of misuse & corruption

Views about the scheme

e Judiciary: The Supreme Court has upheld the scheme but called for a robust
accountability regime
e Second ARC: It recommended its abrogation altogether, highlighting the problems of
the legislator stepping into the shoes of the executive
Why MPLADS was suspended for two years?

e |t frees up financial resources of about X7,900 crore
e It will boost the funding available for the COVID-19 fight
e The funds can be spent on boosting the health infrastructure needed to combat the
pandemic.
e Judicious usage of Funds: Money will now go into CFl and will be spent based on an
assessment of the varying needs in different regions of India.
Challenges ahead due the suspension of scheme
e Political discontent: Funding under the scheme was source of much goodwill for elected
representatives.
e Centralising tendency: The step undermines the decentralised manner of funding local
area development
e There are dangers that allocations of freed up funds can be discriminatory.
Connecting the dots

e Parliamentary System — Merits and Challenges
e Otherinstances where there is breach of Separation of Power

Food grains to be provided to non-NFSA beneficiaries

Part of: GS Prelims and GS-II - Governance
In News:
e Food grains shall be provided to non-NFSA (National Food Security Act) beneficiaries
with ration cards issued by State governments.
Key takeaways:
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e Government of India has directed Food Corporation of India (FCl) to provide the
beneficiaries with food grains at 5 Kg/person per month for 3 months at the rates of Rs.
21/Kg for wheat and Rs. 22/Kg for rice.

e It should be distributed uniformly across the country.

Important value additions:
National Food Security Act

e Government of India enacted the National Food Security Act, 2013 (NFSA).

e The Act covers upto 75% of the rural population and upto 50% of the urban population.

e The targeted population shall receive subsidized foodgrains under Targeted Public
Distribution System, thus covering about two-thirds of the population.

e Ministry involved: Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution.

Pradhan Mantri Janaushadhi Kendra (PMJK): CoronaWarriors delivering affordable

quality medicines
Part of: GS Prelims and GS-Il - Governance

In News:

¢ Pradhan Mantri Janaushadhi Kendra (PMJK) people are working as CoronaWarriors to
serve the nation in order to contain the COVID-19 pandemic.
¢ Pharmacists at Kendras are delivering quality generic medicines at affordable prices to
the common citizens of the country amidst the crisis.
Important value additions:

Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBIJP)

e It is being run by the Department of Pharmaceuticals, Ministry of Chemicals &
Fertilizers, Government of India

e PMBIJP is also generating awareness through informational posts on their social media
platforms.

e Vision: To bring down the healthcare budget of every citizen of India through providing
“Quality generic Medicines at Affordable Prices”.

e Pradhan Mantri Janaushadhi Kendra is a medical outlet opened under the scheme
which makes quality medicines available at affordable prices for all.

e “Jan Aushadhi Sugam” mobile app helps in locating nearest Janaushadhi Kendra and
availability of medicines with its price.

COVID-19: Critical Analysis on lockdown
India’s present lockdown (to prevent the spread of COVID-19) has been rated as the severest
and the most disruptive, impacting a seventh of the world’s population.

The Central government stated that in absence of lockdown, there would have been 800,000
infections by April 15%, 2020
Do You Know?

e Sweden’s strategy to fight the pandemic has been largely non-interventionist and
instead dependent on voluntary social distancing.
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e Korea has followed a strategy of aggressive, widespread diagnostic testing and isolation
coupled with social distancing.
Criticisms on Lockdown

e Lives vs Livelihoods: Extended lockdown negatively impacts the livelihoods of poor and
vulnerable sections of society -cure should not be worse than disease
e (Criticality of timing of lockdown:
0 Early lockdowns are known to be suboptimal because they merely postpone the
peak, but do not reduce the numbers
0 Many countries have imposed lockdowns only when infections peaked to levels
that threatened the capacity of their healthcare systems
e Effect on Tropical Countries:
0 There is also fair likelihood to suspect that tropical country like India may be
experiencing a less virulent epidemic than seen in the west
0 This can be either due to higher natural immunity, or vastly different
demographics.
0 In such case, all-out lockdown was not an efficient solution
e Efficient use of intervening time
0 Failure to train personnel as well as procure the requisite devices, supplies and
protective equipment during the lockdown will yield sub-optimal results
e Alternative Strategy- Herd Immunity
0 It is believed that viral epidemics abate only when around 60-80% of the
population acquires “herd-immunity” — either by vaccination or by acquiring the
disease.
e Projection Models:
0 Several leading global health experts have questioned the numbers projected in
the initial studies and forecasts as being inordinately high.
Way Forward

In place of a one-size-fits-all lockdown, there can be graded containment strategies that can be
based upon following factors:

e Geographic- depending on the varying locational intensity of the disease

e Vulnerability-oriented, with differing containment strategies for more vulnerable
sections like the aged; and

e Sectoral -with a more liberal containment regime in place for essential activities like
agriculture

Connecting the dots
e Challenges of using Herd Immunity as a Strategy
e Challenges with regard to calibrated exit to lockdown

State Election Commission: Threat to its Independence
Context: AP government brought in an Ordinance on April 10" 2020 which led to removal of

incumbent State Election Commissioner(SEC)
About State Election Commissioner
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e Under 73 and 74™ constitutional amendment acts, State Election Commissions were
created for every state to conduct elections to panchayats and municipalities

e He/She is appointed by the Governor

e His conditions of service and tenure of office shall also be determined by the governor.

e SEC shall be removed from his office in the same manner & ground as a Judge of a High
Court

e A judge of a high court can be removed from his office by the President on the
recommendation of the parliament

Brief background of the tussle between AP State Government & SEC

e SEC had postponed the local body elections (to be held on March 15%™) citing the COVID-
19 outbreak.

e AP State government has criticised that SEC did not consult the government while
postponing elections

e AP State government appealed the decision in SC but the court refused to interfere

e AP CM also alleged that SEC (appointed by previous government) was acting in nexus
with the opposition, to prevent the victory of his party in elections, by postponing it.

What were the major changes that was brought through the Ordinance?

e [t reduced the SEC's tenure from five to three years
e The criterion for holding SEC office was amended — Only those who served as a High
Court judge could occupy the post (earlier it was an officer of the rank of Principal
Secretary & above)
Consequence of the Ordinance:

e Incumbent SEC Mr. Ramesh Kumar — a civil servant and 2016 appointee- was no longer
the SEC
e Justice Kanagaraj took charge as new SEC
Criticisms of the Ordinance

e Misuse of power by AP CM- with the intention to remove incumbent SEC

e Against Article 243K — The article prohibits the variation of any condition of service to
the detriment of any incumbent

e The ordinance amounts to encroaching upon the independence of the Constitutional
body, especially in the light of political accusations made against SEC

e Due Process of Law not followed: government did not give reasons for its sudden
decision

e Danger to Democracy: If the Courts upholds this ordinance then it will be end of free &
fair elections

e Legality of the Ordinance: State government has no legal right to terminate the SEC’s
tenure, as the Constitution makes the holder of that post removable only in the same
manner as a High Court judge.

What was the basis on which AP issued the ordinance?

e In Aparmita Prasad Singh vs. State of U.P. (2007), the Allahabad High Court ruled that
cessation of tenure does not amount to removal and upheld the SEC’s tenure being cut
short.
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e The Supreme Court dismissed the appeal of judgment of HC in this case
Critical Analysis of Aparmita Prasad Singh Case

e The HC judgment seems erroneous, as it gives a complete freedom to the State
government to remove an inconvenient SEC by merely changing the tenure or
retirement age.

e Against Legal Principles: It is a well-settled principle in law that what cannot be done
directly cannot be done indirectly.

e Scope for revision: Even though SC dismissed the appeal, it has kept open the legal
guestions arising from the case

Way Forward

e The government should have waited for the COVID-19 crisis to be over for promulgating
such Ordinances

e The new norm should only apply to the successor SEC, and not the one currently holding
the office.

e Governments should ensure the independence of elections authorities
Connecting the dots

e State Finance Commission

e 73" and 74" Constitutional Amendment Acts — Critical Analysis

Accessing justice online

Due to COVID-19 crisis and the ensuing lockdown to courts, citizens’ access to justice has been
severely restricted

However, the root problem is the inability of the conventional court system to deliver timely
justice.
Do You Know?
e As of Nov 2019, 43.55 lakh cases were pending in High court and 58,669
cases were pending in the Supreme Court
e At the district and subordinate court levels, the number of pending cases stand at a 3.14
crore (as of Nov 2019)
e Nearly 40% of the sanctioned judge strength in Higher Courts is pending (2019)
Consequences of Judicial delay in resolving cases
e Justice denied is equivalent to justice denied
e Justice will be accessible only to rich as they can afford to withstand the lengthy process
e Provides scope for emergence of cheaper judicial avenues like Khap Panchayats
e Erosion of Public trust on Judiciary thus threatening Democratic values
However, technology now provides us an opportunity to meet the challenge.
Case Study of Kerala High Court

e On March 30, 2020, it created history by not only conducting proceedings through
video conferencing but also live streaming the proceedings.

e The judges conducted the hearing from their homes and concerned law officers also
participated in the proceedings from their respective offices.
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A blueprint for e-courts

e Establishment of task force consisting of judges, technologists, court administrators,
skill developers and system analysts-
e Objective of Taskforce: To draw up a blueprint for institutionalising online access to
justice.
e Responsibilities of taskforce:
0 Establishing hardware, software and IT systems for courts
0 Establishing appropriate e-filing systems and procedures
0 Skill training of involved stakeholders
0 Examining application of artificial intelligence benefiting from the data base
generated through e-courts projects
e The experience of Kerala High Court can be leveraged to institutionalise the system
Way Ahead:
e Mission mode implementation of e-courts model across the country
e Awareness among citizens about welfare schemes and their rights which can hold
governments accountable
e Effective implementation of Legal Services Authorities Act of 1987
Connecting the dots
e National Judicial Data Grid
e National Judicial Appointments Commission — Why SC struck it down?

Bank Sakhi / BC Sakhi plays vital role.in financialinclusion

Part of: GS Prelims and GS-Il - Governance
In News:

o Self Help Group women working as BC Sakhis and Bank Sakhis are playing a vital role in
disbursement of Rs.500/- to women having PMJDY accounts (Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan
Yojana) amidst COVID-19 Lockdown.

Important value additions:

e BC Sakhis are Self-Help Groups (SHGs) women working as Business Correspondents for
banks.

e A Bank Sakhi is someone who has been an SHG member involved in conducting banking
and book-keeping activities of the group.

e As a Bank Sakhi, she provides a range of financial services on behalf of the bank to her
community.

e She is supported by the local SHG federation which provides capacity development,
training, and financial awareness in the community.

¢ She is paid a commission by the bank for different services, which covers her costs and
provides her with an income.

Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana

e ltis afinancial inclusion program of Government of India.

e Itis open to all Indian citizens.

¢ It aims to expand and make affordable access to financial services such as bank
accounts, remittances, credit, insurance and pensions.
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COVID-19 and challenges of Craftspeople

Context: Craftspeople, artisans, weavers, home-based skilled self-employed was not mentioned

in the COVID-19 financial packages announced by the government.

Craftspeople of all categories in India are largely ignored and left to fend for themselves.

Some of the challenges which they face in the wake of lockdown are:

Essential supplies have not reached to majority of daily wage craftspeople.
Bulk orders were cancelled impacting their business cycles & meagre incomes
Inadequate raw material left at the start of lockdown, which means that kick starting
their activities post the lockdown will be difficult
Food insecurity: In rural areas only some have enough stocks of rations.

0 Those in towns only buy monthly supplies and have no income now to replenish

their ration

Presence of police and their brute policing methods impacted their movement even to
fetch essential supplies
Miseries of weavers: They have looms in their homes but no yarn and large numbers of
very poor weavers working under them are unpaid.
e-commerce platforms have not been of much help during the lockdown
Depressed demand: Collective activity will remain subdued in the aftermath of
lockdown impacting their livelihoods

Way ahead

Interest-free loans of Rs 5,000-Rs 10,000 per month per family for two months backed
by the government
Policy Impetus: Craftspeople are largely dependent on tourism and hence need a
composite plan to stimulate demand so they can look forward to the festival season.
The corporate sector must support with advance payments to order festive season gifts
for clients.
Special package for weavers:
0 The textile ministry needs to focus on the specific needs for different areas in the
country, avoiding one-size-fits-all schemes
0 Multipurpose handloom gamchas provided by weavers can serve as masks
Import Substitution Strategy
0 Indian Potters can provide clay and even cow dung lamps that could replace
Chinese lamps lit during Diwali season
0 More than Rs 400 crore worth of roundly cut bamboo sticks are imported from
China and Vietnam by agarbatti manufacturers. This can be substituted by
bamboo from Northeastern states
Re-energising village industries through change in developmental strategy (that is
currently focused on centralisation in metro-capitals)
0 This will reduce carbon footprints and discourage migration

Connecting the dots

Impact on lockdown on Livelihood of Tribals
KVIC —it’s possible role in the aftermath of lockdown to kick start crafts industry
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COVID-19: Social democracy and dividends for Kerala
Context: Kerala was the first State with a recorded case of coronavirus

Given Kerala’s population density, deep connections to the global economy and the high
international mobility of its citizens, it was primed to be COVID-19 hotspot.

However, Kerala has been able to effectively contain the pandemic leading to flattened
coronavirus curve (refer the image below).
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Kerala’s ability to effectively tackle crisis is attributed to its robust Social Democracy
What is Social Democracy and what are its features?

e Social democracies are built on an encompassing social pact with a political
commitment to providing basic welfare and broad-based opportunity to all citizens

e |t supports practical, progressive reforms of capitalism (free-market economy) and is
more concerned to administrate and humanize it -- a key difference with Socialism
which detests free-market economy

e The emphasis is on State interventions to promote Social Justice -- a key difference with
Capitalism

e Presence of vibrant Civil Society and robust institutions that checks State’s actions

e Values of Liberalism, tolerance and decentralisation is promoted

e Treats people not as subjects or clients, but as rights-bearing citizens.

e Social Democracy can thus be considered as mid-path between Socialism and
Capitalism.

e Majority of countries in the world have adopted this model with the differing inclination
towards free-market economy or State interference

How did Social Democratic Culture emerge in Kerala?

It emerged from recurrent episodes of popular mobilisation
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Temple entry movement of the 1930s

Peasant and workers’ movements in the 1950s and 1960s,

Mass literacy movement in the 1980s,

Kerala Sasthra Sahithya Parishad (KSSP)-led movement for people’s decentralised
planning in the 1990s

Recent gender and environmental movements

Advantages of Social Democracy- which is reflected in the state of Kerala

Nurtures a strong sense of social citizenship

Builds Institutions: Social Democracy drives reforms that strengthens the legal and
institutional capacity for public action

Emphasis on rights-based welfare instead of clientele/patronage based welfare
Reinforces a vibrant, organised civil society which demands continuous accountability
from authority

It pressures all governments, regardless of the political party in power, to deliver public
services and to constantly expand the social safety net.

Pressurises to empower local government - Nowhere in India are local governments as
resourced and as capable as in Kerala

Generalised Trust on the State, which enables heightened compliance with State’s
directives

How was Kerala able to manage the pandemic effectively?

Due to its strong Social Democratic Culture, the government was able to

0 Convince citizens to comply with State’s directives (Enhanced Trust on State)

0 Quickly mobilise financial and societal resources — Announced COVID-19 package

much ahead of National relief package
0 Smoothly coordinate across multiple authorities and jurisdictions - Creation of
State response team that coordinated 18 different functional teams

Effective Communication: Daily press conferences with the public by CM to ensure the
connect with public and to remind the public that virus does not discriminate,
destigmatising the pandemic.
Social Issue: Government emphasised lockdown response was less an enforcement
issue than about people’s participation
Leverage a broad and dense health-care system: Despite the recent growth of private
health services, Kerala has maintained a robust public presence.
Taking into the confidence the front-line workers: Kerala’s public health-care workers
are highly unionised and organised which made the government lay emphasis on
protecting the health of first responders.
Highly mobilised civil society- As the cases multiplied, the government called on two
lakh volunteers to go door to door, identifying those at risk and those in need.
Food Needs taken care of: Government was able to deliver three lakh meals a day
through Kudumbasree (Self-Help group) community kitchens
Last Mile Care: Two decades of empowering local governments in Kerala enabled in
focalising containment efforts in hotspots

Conclusion
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The pandemic is a physical exam of the social body, and never has public trust been put
to a greater test.

Kerala has managed the crisis by building on legacies of egalitarianism, social rights and
public trust

Connecting the dots

Socialism with Chinese characteristics
Delhi model of development (during AAP government’s tenure)

Gender in the times of Crisis

Context: The traditional gender role that women play affects them uniquely in global crises and

thus requires a measured societal & government response

What is the experience with regard to gender during crisis?

Vulnerability to deaths: Women lack many life skills such as swimming and climbing
Gender insensitive Temporary facilities: Women face hygiene challenges in shelter
camps set up post-calamities

Difficulties in Post-crisis rehabilitation: Slowdown leaves women with additional wage
cuts post crisis especially when pay disparity between genders is a norm.

Loss of livelihoods: Women are also engaged in post-calamity care, missing job
opportunities.

Issues faced by women during this pandemic

Increased Disease vulnerability: According to WHO around 70% of the world’s health
workers are women, 79% of nurses are women.

Attack on women workers: There are incidents where ASHA workers, who work at the
ground level in tracing & tracking epidemic spread, are attacked while on COVID-19
duty, primarily due to fake news/rumours

Increased instances of sexual abuse & gender violence during lockdown when men
don’t have access to alcohol and thus vent out their frustration on women.
Entrenchment of Patriarchy: Even in households where both partners work, during the
lockdown, women not only Work from Home but also have additional household work
Psychological anxiety: The fear of job loss and reduced income can create mental
pressure on women

Culture of silence: Hormone-induced depression, Premenstrual syndrome (PMS)
pregnancy-related depressive conditions, postpartum depression are some of the health
issues that gets intensified during lockdown. This is because both men & women are
trained to follow the culture of silence regarding these issues

Way Ahead

Assigning ASHA workers to specifically address women’s welfare during this pandemic
Grievance redressal platforms: Setting up exclusive cells to quickly address domestic
violence and women’s health-related issues,

Awareness: Including men in conversations to make them sensitive about women issues
Gender-inclusive helplines: When only women attend women distress calls, there is
reinforcing of stereotypical ‘care-giver’ role of women.
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e Need to develop a culture of including women’s safety in the planning phase itself
irrespective of whatever the nature of the crisis is.
Connecting the dots
e Measures taken by government regarding women welfare
e Gender Budgeting

Online Parliamentary Functioning
Context: In the wake of lockdown imposed due to COVID-19 pandemic and the next session of

Parliament a few months away, there is an opportunity for holding an online session should the
need so arise.
Do You Know?

e For the very first time, 12 MPs of the joint committee on salary and allowances met
virtually (online) on 6% April 2020 and recommended 30% reduction in the constituency
and office allowances of MPs

e Unlike other Parliamentary Committees, this committee was set up in 1954 under the
Salary, Allowances and Pension of Members of Parliament Act

Is Parliament mandated to meet physically?

¢ No, Indian parliamentary rules do not require MPs to meet physically at the Parliament
House.
e The only requirement for a duly constituted sitting of a house is that it be presided over
by the chairman/speaker or any authorised MP.
e On matters which are not apparent in the rules, Chairman/Speaker have the residuary
power to decide on them.
Importance of Parliamentary Committees

e The working of these committees ensure that legislature keeps the executive
accountable even when the Parliament is not in session
e These have regained Significance during the lockdown
0 Two committees are scrutinising pending bills on issues related to labour and
regulation of personal data.
0 Both these issues are important and have gained prominence during the ongoing
pandemic
e The Speaker has the discretion to allow the parliamentary committees to meet outside
the House or meet virtually so as to ensure accountability in governance
What has been the trend in other countries?
Across the world, legislatures are using a combination of technology, physical separation and
reduced physical presence to continue their work
e Brazil: Its parliament passed a resolution to work remotely during the public health
emergency.
e Chile: The Senate has passed a law to allow it to meet remotely using appropriate video
conferencing technology.
¢ InIndonesia and Maldives, a sitting of the parliament has happened remotely.
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e UK has suggested a hybrid model of virtual and physical presence.
0 Some MPs can participate in certain house proceedings via video conferencing
0 While few of them can be in the house physically under social distancing
guidelines.
Merits of Online Parliamentary Proceedings
e Saves travel time for legislators
e Saves financial resources spent on housing & travel allowances
e Works as a role model to adopt digital technologies
e Allows more time for legislators to interact with their constituency
Challenges with regard to Online Parliamentary Proceedings
e Robust technology which works without much interruption
e Need for setting up of protocols for ensuring participation
e Cyber security issues
e Inadequate digital infrastructure especially in Tribal & North-East region
Connecting the dots

e Digital India Programme
e [ssue of Net neutrality

Developmental Strategy: The village is still relevant

Context: The COVID-19 crisis should inspire society & governments to review past
developmental policies particularly regarding the rural areas

How did the developmental discourse change after 1990s?

e Changed role: Government was considered as facilitator in the free-market economy
where private sector was considered as growth engine. As a result, state’s own
infrastructure shrank

e Impact on Public goods: Health and education was opened up for private enterprise
which was considered as part of the bigger package of economic reforms.

e Impact on Public employment: Several States decided to stop giving permanent
appointment letters to doctors and teachers in the mid-1990s.

e Lack of safety nets: Working on short-term contracts, with little security or dignity,
became common

How did the changed developmental discourse (after 1990s) impact villages?

e Villages were no more considered viable as sites of public investment

e Providing basic amenities such as running water, electricity and jobs to rural people was
considered easier if they moved to a city

e Hence, emigration from rural areas to cities was both justified and encouraged

e Rural-to-urban emigration was considered natural that happens in the course of
economic development

e The village was considered as having no future other than becoming a copy of the urban
and eventually dissolving into it.

e This resulted in overall shrinking of rural livelihoods

Consequences on Urban-oriented developmental strategy
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e |t led to discriminatory funding in every sphere, including health and education leading
to increased inequality between rural & urban areas

¢ Reduced quality of life in villages as the availability of qualified doctors and teachers
willing to work in villages reduced drastically

e Growth of vast slums in mega-cities was considered as normal & inevitable

e Loss of HR in villages: Emigration led to depletion of working-age people in villages.

e Agriculture, the main resource of livelihood in villages, was declared as no longer
profitable enough to attract the young which led to its stagnation

e Decline of village handicrafts: It was argued that handicrafts were destined to die as it
was believe