Think, Learn and Perform (TLP) 2019

IASbaba’s Mains Answer Writing Programme

Test 9
Candidate Name: R Date:
saranya.
Mentor’'s Name: - Roll No:
Table of Marks Instructions

Q. No. | Maximum Marks Obtained

Marks Please read each of the following
1(a) O instructions carefully before attempting the
1(b) é questions:
2 (a) c.% .

. e There are FOURTEEN questions.
2 (b) 3 a
3(a) & e All questions are compulsory.
3(b) 'S5
4 (a) A e The number of marks carried by a
4 (b) P question/part is indicated against it.
5 4 -
5 > e The duration for the test is 180
'§ minutes.

7 2
8 Aq' e e Keep the word limit indicated in the
9 (-2 questions in mind.
10 p)
1" (2 e Content is more important than the
12 C. g number of words.
13 .5
14 S.5

Total Marks: Total Marks

Obtained:
108
250

REACH US
1443/1444, Chandra Layout, Above CARZSPA, Bengaluru

5B Pusa Road, New Delhi -110005, Landmark: Near Karol Bagh Metro Station

support@iasbaba.com, offline @iasbaba.com

Scanned by CamScanner



OVERALL FEEDBACK/COMMENTS

To be filled by the examiner




TLP Mains Answer Writing Programme 2019

I.\(@) Expand upon the concept of ‘non-partisanship’. Discuss its significance in
0( a democratic polity. (150 words) (10 Marks)
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1. (b) Define the following terms with the help of suitable examples:
C‘, (200 Words) (10 Marks)

(1) Impartiality.
(11) Objectivity.
(i) Compassion.

(iv) Empathy.
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i . Given below is the quotation of moral thinke; /philosopher. Bring out why; |
(%, mto yau in the present cpntext: Qp\ﬂza/\ 3
o o<l S 1

(a) “An unexamined life 18 not worth living.” th\;ms
(150 Words) (10 Marks)
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\ 2. Given below is the quotation of moral thinker/philosopher. Bring out what
what it means to you in the present context: Candi
(b)

must

write
“There is only one good, knowledge, and one evil, ignorance” (150 Words) this m

(10 marks)
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@2& (a) Why is tolerance a much needed social virtue in today’s world? Substantiate
with the help of suitable examples. (150 Words) (10 Marks)
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@ 3. (b) Is poverty a manifestation of absence of compassion and empathy in a

society? Critically examine. (150

Words) (10 Marks)
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4. (a) When our emotional health is in a bad state, so is our level of self-esteem.

We have to slow down and deal with what is troubling us, so that we can
enjoy the simple joy of being happy and at peace with ourselves. Elucidate.
(150 Words) (10 Marks)
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—1
@ 4. (b) As more and more artificial intelligence is entering into the world, more and

more, emotional intelligence must enter into leadership. Comment.
(150 Words) (10 Marks)
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3 Is an emotionally intelligent person a better administrator? Illustrate.
D >F (150 Words) (10 Marks)
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@ 6. What is emotional management? Why managing one’s emotions is important

to excel in professional and personal life. Discuss. (150 Words) (10 Marks) Canc
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@ 7. Nobody gets to be good at something without effort, no matter what your

aptitude is. Analyse the statement. (150 Words) (10 Marks)
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8 One's life has value so long as one attubutes value to the life of others, by means Caﬂdida;‘

of love, friendship, indignation and compassion. Elucidate. (150 Words) must not
arls - write in fi
(10 Marks) marg
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4\

a
L,

“You belong to a traditional middle class family. Both your father and mother are teachers
in a government school and keep Indian values in high esteem. They have ensured that you
achieve the best education possible and therefore made you go to the most advanced and
expensive schools of the city. With the limited salary and resources, they put you in the
best college of Delhi. They have always believed that while values can be taught at home,
best of the knowledge can be imparted in the best educational institutions only. With this
belief, they made you learn the values of honesty, truthfulness and modesty at home while
you learnt science, history, literature and economics in the school and . college.

Section-B

mUSt not
Write op t
margin

But little did they know that knowledge can change one’s values. You have come to realise
that life isn’t a fair playing filed. While your parents taught you that truth always prevailed,
history gave you a [esson that clout and power can lead to victory. While they taught you to
remain honest even during a mﬁfimﬁrﬁmm&ra perception that there is
nothing wrong in being an opportunist. WHhile you Tearnt to have Taiih in God, science
B%Tnlmlﬁfdmfé“c?rni‘sﬂﬁf@mﬂ power that created life and rather put forth the
theories like big bang and evolution. [n a nutshell, all the values taught by your parents

seem fo have been contradictac _or diluted by your knowledge. You have realised that
practical Tife 1s vastly different from an ideal conceptualisation of a value driven life.

The contradictions have created some problems for you. Many a times, you feel that the
expectations of your parents aren't really p,r_z_t,c_ticzd.’H()W‘e\?'e_;', you_don’t want to confront
them as they have suffered g lot for giving you a quality life and you don’t want to hurt
them. But at the same time you also want to make them understand that certain decisions
can’t be taken only on the basis of one’s absolute conception of right and wrong. Your

L RIS B T ———
parents are uncompromising about their values whereas you have an outlook that espouses
T —— A R

balance.

Now, on the basis of your readiﬁg of the preceding two paragraphs, answer the

following questions: = i g g %
a) Is it true that values taught by the family and those acquired through knowledge

gained in schools and colleges often-contradict each other? Critically analyse.

b) Don’t you feel the very contradictions created by such values create a
generation gap? Examine with the help of suitable examples. :

¢) How would you reconcile the differences in opinion with your parents created by
such contradictions? (300 Words) (25)
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an unfortunate accident, one of your subordil.lates is hit by a car while riding his
bike to office. He dies at the spot and his body is brqught to thc? morgue'of the city
hospital. You and your colleagues visit the city .hospjtal. The wife a.nd kids qf your
subordinate are unconsolable. You are deeply disturbed to see all this. The kids are
still in school and the wife is a homemaker. The savings aren’t much to.sustai’n the
tMg. The only way out of the suffering can be the compensation paid by
the life insurance company. However, the insurance company would require a report
from the police abouf the accident that took the life of your subordinate. You talk to
the police and get to know that the accident has taken place on the highway passing
right across the city. Two wheelers aren’t allowed on the highway and if the police
mentions the same in tlFreport, the family would be denied any compensation from
the msurance company. That would mean an etfective end to the last hope for the
family. e
Your colleagues suggest that the only way out of this situation is to bribe the
concerned police officer to fudge the report to show that the accident took place on
the service road. The police officer has agreed (o give a false report if paid Rupees
Fifty Thousand in cash. )

Now answer the following questions: _ ,‘
a) What kind of dilemma confronts you in this situation?

b) How would you address this dilemma? (250 words) (20)
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11.
While processing an important file of your department, you realise that something is
fishy about the proposals made by your subordinate. A decision based purely on merit

exchequer. However, you realise that your seniors have been pressing too hard for the
proposal to be accepted by the concerned Minister. In fact, your immediate boss has
given you indirect signals that there is tremendous pressure from higher political
echelons to pass the proposal without delving too much into its merits. In 2 nutshell, the
incumbent political class is ‘interested” in the proposal as it would benefit their friends
and family.

incorrect. You decide not to buckle under pressure and write your views on the file
independent of any bias or pressure. When the file reaches your boss, he gets furious
and calls for you. When you meet him, he-scolds you badly, tears the note from the file
and asks you to either cooperate“(_)i'i'ﬂfaé‘é’“’”éonseEjﬁences. When you tell him that you
can’t go beyond the Tegal boundaries and that any futu_rp inquiry might jeopardise your
career, your boss directs you to go on a medical leave. By doing so, not only you will
be saved; in your absence a willing and compliant Ofﬁcer would be deputed in your
place to get things done. T k4
Now you are in a big dilemma. If you don’t go-on leave and stand by your Views, you
can be transferred far away from your family in the 1‘:eihw6<test of locations possible. That
would mean misery for you and your family. But if 'you go on leave and in your
absence, the proposal gets through, it would amount t(ﬁgturning a blind eye to the
wrongdoings you are well aware of. . LT

Now consider the following alternatives:
a) You would take leave and go out for a long holiday with your family.

b) You won’t agree to the idea ‘o'f(t’aking leave and insist that the file be sent with facts
and views based on actual p}f)l"it;and unbiased agsessment.
¢) You would becomé1a‘§vhis§leblower and bring it to the notice of the Prime Minister’s
Office (PMO). NN, *

Examine the pros and cons of each of these alternatives and also give reasons for the
one that you would choose. (300 Words) (25)
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would mean the rejection of proposal and hence saving crores of rupees to the
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You firmly believe that the proposal sans merit and if passed, it would be illegal andL
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You have just been posted as the SPof adisteict known for its rich ‘mineral resources.
Hlowever, the abundance of natural resourees also invites illicit trade and associated crimes,
On the very first day of vour induction. you are told by your superiors that the local mining
mafia is really powertul there and vou must be careful in your dealings with them. As
disturbing the scenario in the district might be., you are more perturbed by the fact that no
one seems to come up with a solution. You start getting the sense that the wrongdoings of
the mining matia lareely go unnoticed s many senior burcaucrats and politicians are hand
m gloves with them. The matlia enjoys heavy clout in the political circles as they are

prime source of clectoral funding for the political partics. Similarly, bureaucrats enjoy their
cut in the money that is extorted by the mafia from various stakeholders. Government
regulations and institutional control don't seem to exist in your district. Environmental

norms are flouted. innocent and honest people are targeted if they don't comply and crime

[ . ~ S U
18 on the rise as the nexus of lawlessness and money power breeds criminals.

Being the determined ofticer you arel you start tighléning the noose around the mafia. You
start streamlining the svstems hitherto Kept in abeyance by vour predecessors. You start a
consultation process with the local landholders whose rights have been compromised to get
a close view of the ground reality. You get to know that the vouth in your district is largely

Jobless and gets infatuated by the money on offeriby the mafia and take to criminal

activities casily. Hardly any of the miners possess a valid license to operate and yet mining
activities continue unabated. Immediately. vou start a closure drive on the tllegal mines and
within a week. only licensed and authorised mine operators are running the mines in your
district. You also convince the vouth lQ_stay away from “griminul activities and rather
participate constructively in the drive launched by the police to make the district a safer and
better place. The local newspapers are praising your courage and dedication, There doesn’t

scem to be a problem and you start wondering- why was it so difficult in the past?

However. within a week. you and your family start receiving death threats from the mafia.
Calls start pouring in from senior burcaucrats and politicians to turn a blind eye to the

. . i . . R e o S LT T p
sttuation - your district. In Tact. your office stops reeeiving the monthly allowance to

maintain the police force. You are forced (o spend from your pocKet to fund the diesel that

+ —— . N by ST I TN TS S
goes mto patrolling the disturbed areas of vour district. [he situation turns worse when your

salary is stopped for a frivolous reason. All of a sudden. you find yourself alone. Everyone

isTagainst you- the colleagues in the department, the political masters and of course the
mafia. You start thinking-about the safety of your family and send them to your parents in
your home state. All your good work has been rewarded with threats and fear.

Now. answer the following questions:

a) Does there remain any motivation for you to work for the betterment of the society?

b) Don’t you think such things happen in reality? How do you suggest one deals with it?

¢) Can a person single handily change a system? Critically analyse.

What are you views in this regard? (230 words) (20)
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q‘b ‘ u are the CP1O in a government department. You respond to RTI queries directly

or transfer it to the concerned section/ division for necessary action. One day, an|
RTI activist comes to meet you and asks you to give certain information that js
outside the purview of RTI. When you deny him, he threatens you that he would
inundate your office with frivolous RTI queries and make your life miserable. While
you don’t pay heed to his threats, you become more alert now. In 3 week, the
inevitable starts. Each single day, you start receiving hundreds of RT] queries, most
of them being frivolous and arbitrary. However, it takes a lot of time to dispose
them off even if you deny the information being sought by the applicants. You Start
fearing that the pendency will keep on rising and you may not be able to address
them in the stipulated time prescribed in the RTI Act. You start realising that you
have become a victim of RT] terrorism!

In this situation, what alternatj\g;zéé“ 0 yOU haves "\Whjch one would you choose and
why? Substantiate your response. (250 words) (20)
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You are the inspector in charge of a city police station. The police station building is
in dire need of repairs, but hasn’t received any grants for years. One day, a cyclone
hits a nearby area, damaging most of the houses and shops. Although your police
station gets partially damaged, but most of the building remain intact. The
Government sends a disaster assessment team to ascertain the level of damage and
pay relief money. Your DSP orders you to do the following:

a) Hire some labourers and destroy the remaining parts of your police station
building.

b) When disaster assessment team comes, you tell them building collapsed by the
cyclone, and ask them to give priority in funding, after all the police station is one
the most important public offices in a tow

What are the options available to*}‘«bu in this case? Evﬁlgate their merits and limitations.
Which option shall you follow? Why? (250 Words) (20)
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