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1.Inclusivegrowthisthegrowththathasahighelasticityofpoverty
reduction.Elucidate.

Approach

SincequestionisaskingyoutoElucidateit meansyouhavetoexplainin
detail/tomakeclear.Youhavetobringouttheconnectionmoreclearlyby
citingevidenceandexamples.

Introduction

Theconceptofinclusivegrowthinvolvesensuringthatfruitsofgrowthand
developmentreachthepoorandmarginalizedsectionsaswellbyfocussing
onequitablegrowthforallsectionsofsociety.Inclusivenessisamulti-
dimensionalconcept.Inequalitiesthatinclude,socialexclusion,
discrimination,restrictionsonmigration,constraintsonhumandevelopment,
lackofaccesstofinanceandinsurance,corruption–aresourcesof
inequalityandlimittheprospectforeconomicadvancementamongcertain
segmentsofthepopulation,therebyperpetuatingpoverty.

Body

INCLUSIVEGROWTHISTHEGROWTHTHATHASAHIGHELASTICITYOF
POVERTYREDUCTION

 Inclusivegrowthrequiresfullrespectforhumanrights.Inclusive
growthgeneratesdecentjobs,givesopportunitiesforallsegmentsof
society,especiallythemostdisadvantaged,anddistributesthegains
from prosperitymoreequally.

 Thefirstpriorityofinclusivegrowthisto createopportunitiesforgood
anddecentjobsandsecurelivelihoodsforallincludingpoor. Thiswill
makegrowthinclusiveandensurethatitreducespovertyand
inequality. 

 Adevelopmentstrategyanchoredininclusivegrowthwillhavetwo
mutuallyreinforcingstrategicfocuses.First,high,sustainablegrowth
willcreateandexpandeconomicopportunitiesforpoor.Second,
broaderaccesstotheseopportunitieswillensurethateventhepoor
membersofsocietycanparticipateinandbenefitfrom growth.

 Itinvolvesproperattentionandplanningforgrowththatreachthe
impoverishedwhoremainexcludedbycircumstance,poorgovernance,
andothermarket-resistantobstacles. 
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 Achievinginclusivegrowthindevelopingcountriesincludes investment
ininfrastructuretoachievehighsustainableeconomicprogress,
connectthepoortomarkets,andincreasetheiraccesstobasic
productiveassets. 

 Providethe opportunityforpoortoimprovetheirstandardsofliving,
therebycontributingtoeconomicgrowth,povertyreduction,andthe
mitigationofextremeinequalities. 

 It emphasizes genderequalityandtheempowermentofwomen
majorityofwhom arepoorasfundamentalelementsandisaimedat
providingthesewomenwithbetteraccesstoeducationandother
economicresources,suchascredit. 

Conclusion

Economicgrowthiscriticalforpovertyeradication.Yet,anexpanding
economydoesnotmeanthateveryonebenefitsequally.Economicgrowthhas
tobeinclusivetoensurethewellbeingoftheentirepopulation.Twoof
the Millennium DevelopmentGoal AchievementFundencouragedpractices
relatedwithinclusivegrowth,especiallyprovidingopportunitiesforthemost
vulnerable: youth,employmentandmigration and privatesectorand
development.Someprogrammesoncultureanddevelopmentalsotriedto
boosttheeconomicpotentialofculturalindustriestocreate
livelihoods. Lessonslearned from theseprogrammeshavebeentranslated
intoabroaderperspectiveoninclusivegrowthasameansofpoverty
reduction. 
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2.Whatarethekeyelementsofinclusiveandequitablegrowth?Discuss.
WhatarethechallengesofinclusiveeconomicgrowthinIndia?Examine.

Approach:

Asthequestionisverystraightforwardinitsapproach,studentsareexpected
tobrieflyexplaintheinclusiveandequitablegrowthinIndiainIntroduction
alsoproperexplanationofthepointsisneeded,Alsointhesecondpartofthe
answermentionchallengesaswellwithproperexplanation.

Introduction:

Inclusive growth means economic growth that creates employment
opportunities and helps in reducing poverty.Itmeans having access to
essentialservicesinhealthandeducationbythepoor.Itincludesproviding
equality ofopportunity,empowering people through education and skill
development.Theconceptofinclusivegrowthisbasedontherecognition
thateconomicgrowthmustbeincreasingly‘pro-poor’.Theconceptrepresents
recentthinkingondevelopment,andsupplantstheideasof‘trickle-down
development’advocatedinthe1950sand1960s.Theconceptofequitable
growth entails the inclusiveness with equalproportion of the growth
percolationamongthepopulation.Italsoencompassesagrowthprocess
thatisenvironmentfriendly,aimsforgoodgovernanceandhelpsincreation
ofagendersensitivesociety.

Body:

KeyElementsofinclusiveandequitablegrowth:
EconomicGrowth-

 Indiaisamongthefastest-growingmajoreconomiesintheworld.
However,currentlyIndianeconomyisfacingslowdownduetoboth
cyclicandstructuralchallenges.Economicgrowthisthemainelement
ofinclusiveandequitablegrowthbecausewithoutgrowthtrickledown
isnotpossibleatall.

FinancialInclusion-

 FinancialInclusion is the process ofensuring access to financial
servicestovulnerablegroupsataffordablecosts.Financialinclusionis
necessaryforinclusivegrowthasitleadstothecultureofsaving,
whichinitiatesavirtuouscycleofeconomicdevelopment.

TechnologicalAdvancement-

 Itisanimportantaspectofinclusiveandequitablegrowthintermsof
decreasingthegrowthdividebetweenRichandpoorandbetween
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governmentandthepeople,InitiativesinthisregardsuchasDigital
Indiamission,useofJAM trinityindeliveryofserviceshasbeenquite
effectiveinbringingtransparencyandaccountabilityingovernance
alsowithindustrialrevolution4.0newtechnologicaladvancementscan
be revolutionary in bringing governance very close to people .
TechnologycanhelpcombatchallengesinAgriculturebymakingvalue
chain more efficientand competitive also new innovative digital
technologiescanbeusedbyincreasingaccessibilityandadaptability
oflearning.Technologycanalsobringasea-changeinsectorslike
Healthandmanufacturingthroughchangesintheproductionprocess
andremotehealthservices.

Socialdevelopmentandenvironmentprotection-

 Protection ofthe marginalised sectionslikewomen,tribalgroups,
minoritiesandotherweakersectionsisalsoanimportantaspectof
inclusiveandequitablegrowthithelpsinbringingpopulationtowards
themainstream economyandincreasetheiraccessibilityingrowth
process andeaseofliving.Economicgrowththroughrecklessuseof
resourcesandatthecostofenvironmentcannotbeinclusiveitmust
besustainableaswell.

Skilldevelopmentandemploymentopportunities-

 Harnessingthedemographicdividendandgrowthforallthatisthe
participationofpeopleinthegrowthprocesswilldependuponthe
availabilityifjobsanddevelopmentofskills.Indiaisfacingadual
challenge of providing enough employment opportunities and
enhancingskillleveloftheemployableyouth.

Challengesofinclusivegrowth:

Poverty-

 As permultidimensionality index India lifted 271 million people
between2005-06and2015-16outofpovertydespitethesemassive
gainsstill22%ofthepopulationlivesbelowpovertyline.

Unemployment-

 AsperPeriodiclabourforceSurveytotalunemploymentrateinIndia
standsat6.1%withtheimpactofCOVIDpandemicandthemeasures
takentocurbitlikecompletelockdownunemploymentratefurther
shiftedtowardstheuppersidethuscreatingmoreseverechallengeof
reapingthebenefitsofdemographicdividendandinclusivegrowth.

Agriculturalissues-

 Around44% ofthepopulationdependsontheagriculturewithlow
incomelevels itscontributiontowardsGDPstandsat16.5%.Almost
60%ofagricultureisrainfalldependentthusmakingitmorevulnerable
tonaturalclimaticextremities.

Issuesinsocialdevelopment-

 Significantregional,socialandgenderdisparities,Low levelandslow
growthinpublicexpenditureparticularlyinhealthandeducation,The
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poorqualitydeliverysystem,SocialindicatorsaremuchlowerforOBC,
SC,ST,andMuslims,Malnutritionamongthechildren–Indiastillranks
at102intheGlobalHungerindex.

Maintainingrapidgrowthwhilemakinggrowthmoreinclusive-

 Thegrowingdisparitiesbetweenurbanandruralareas,prosperousand
laggingstates,skilledandlowskilledworkers.Newchallengesbrought
byCOVID19pandemiclikeincreasedfiscaldeficit,unemploymentless
productionandconsumptionhasfurtheraggravatedthechallengesto
increasegrowthlevelsinasustainablemanner.

Improvingthedeliveryofcorepublicservices-

 Theincomesrise,citizensaredemandingbetterdeliveryofcorepublic
services such as water and power supply,education,policing,
sanitation,roadsandpublichealth.Asphysicalaccesstoservices
improves,issuesofqualityhavebecomemorecentral.Therearefour
avenues for reform:internalreform of public sector agencies,
producingregularandreliableinformationforcitizens,strengthening
localGovernmentsanddecentralizingresponsibilities;andexpanding
theroleofnon-stateproviders.Ithowevercautionsthatplannedreform
alone cannot bring about the desired changes-ultimately
implementationiseverything.

Regionaldisparities-

 Factors like caste,inequality,availability ofresources,corruption
contributestotheregionaldisparitieswheresomespecificgroupshold
morepreviligesthanothers.Thiscreatesabigchallengeinbringing
inclusivenessingrowthpatterninIndia.

Conclusion:

Thepostreform periodwitnessedincreaseindisparitiesacrossregionsand
socialgroupsandbetweenruralandurbanareas.Thereisaneedtohavea
broadbasedandinclusivegrowthtobenefitallsectionsofthesociety.The
challengesinmostimportantelementsofinclusivegrowthareagriculture,
povertyandemployment,socialsectorandregional.Therearestrongsocial
and economic reasons forachieving broaderand inclusive growth.To
inclusivegrowthisawiderconnotationencompassingsocial,economicand
politicalfactors.Through innovative partnerships with an international
organization,civilsocieties,andprivatecompanies,inclusiveandequitable
growthcanbetargeted.Inclusivegrowthwillhelpintheempowermentof
vulnerableandmarginalizedpopulations,improvelivelihoods,andaugment
skill-buildingforwomen.NewIndiaistheIndiaofaspirations,Inclusivenessin
thegrowthprocessismustfortheprosperityofall.
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3.Caninclusivegrowthbeensuredwithoutasustainedandhighgrowthrate?
Criticallycomment.

Approach

Candidateneedstocommentupontheargumentthatinclusivegrowthcanbe
ensured withouta sustained and high growth rateand also give points
countertothediscussioninquestionthroughpropersubstantiationinterms
offacts,examples,etc.

Introduction

Inclusivegrowthistheequitableallocationofresourceswithanaim toensure
thedevelopmentofeverysectionofthesociety.Itincludestheinclusionvia
povertyreduction,agriculturedevelopment,andsocialsectordevelopment
including education,health,environmentalsustainabilityetc.where many
debateitsrelationwithhighandsustainedgrowthrateofeconomyforoverall
prosperity.

Body

Inclusive growth results in lowerincidence ofpoverty,broad-based and
significantimprovementinhealthoutcomes,universalaccessforchildrento
school,increasedaccesstohighereducationandimprovedstandardsof
education,including skilldevelopment. It is also reflected in better
opportunitiesforbothwageemploymentandlivelihood,andanimprovement
intheprovisionofbasicamenitieslikewater,electricity,roads,sanitation,and
housing.

Higheconomicgrowthhasraisedlivingstandardsaroundtheworldandisa
necessarycriteriatoovercometheburdenofpovertyandinequalityandmove
towardsthegoalsofinclusivegrowth.

 Highpaceofgrowthisimportant,buthow growthisgeneratedis
criticalforgrowth sustainability and foraccelerating employment
creationandpovertyreduction.Forexample,Chinagrew indouble
digitsforsustainedperiodoftimetobringmajorityofitspopulation
outofpoverty.
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 Rapid pace ofgrowth and employmentcan be achieved through
extensivegrowth,whichrequiresexpansionofcapacity,butforthis
typeofgrowthtobesustainableandforemploymenttobeproductive,
theremustbeperiodswhengrowthisintensiveandaccompaniedby
productivityimprovementsandinnovation.

 Forgrowthtobesustainableinthelongterm,itshouldbebroad-based
across sectors.Issues ofstructuraltransformation foreconomic
diversificationthereforetakefrontstage.However,somecountries
maybeanexceptionandcontinuetospecializeastheydevelopdueto
theirspecificconditions(e.g.,smallstates).

 Itshouldalsobeinclusiveofthelargepartofthecountry’slabourforce,
where inclusiveness refers to equalityofopportunityin terms of
accesstomarkets,resources,andunbiasedregulatoryenvironmentfor
businessesandindividuals.

 Inclusivegrowthshouldfocusonproductiveemploymentratherthan
incomeredistribution.Hence,thefocusisnotonlyonemployment
growth,butalsoonproductivitygrowth.

 Inclusivegrowthshouldnotbedefinedintermsofspecifictargets
such asemploymentgeneration orincomedistribution.Theseare
potentialoutcomes,notspecificgoals.

Butmoderneconomieshavelostsightofthefactthatthestandardmetricof
economicgrowth,grossdomesticproduct(GDP),merelymeasuresthesize
ofanation’seconomyanddoesn’treflectanation’swelfare.Thiskindof
focusonsingularfactortomeasureeconomicgrowthleadstomanyissues,
someofwhicharediscussedbelow–

 Thedebatebetweengrowthandequityandredistributionisoneofthe
oldestineconomicdevelopment.Thecommoncitizensofanycountry
caremoreabouttherealimpactofgrowthintermsofimprovementin
theirstandardofliving,provisionofbasicfacilitiessuchaselectricity,
drinkingwater,healthcaresystemsetc.

 Focusonsustainedandhighgrowthrateinvariablyleadstofocusing
exclusivelyonGDPandeconomicgaintomeasuredevelopmentwhich
ignoresthenegativeeffectsofeconomicgrowthonsociety,suchas
climatechangeandincomeinequality.

 Ineffectivetrickledownofbenefitsearnedfrom higheconomicgrowth.
Thereisincreasingdisconnectbetweeneconomicgrowthandsocial
development.As perpopulardevelopmenteconomistJean Dreze,
India’shigheconomicgrowthhasfailedtobringaboutanysignificant
improvementinthequalityoflifeofthecommonpeople.

 DespitethehighgrowthratesinIndia,almosthalfofthechildren
youngerthan 5 years are stunted due to impropernutrition and
sanitation.Asof2018,morethan163millionIndiansdonothave
accesstosafedrinkingwater.AspertheTendulkarmethodology,22%
ofIndiansliveonlessthan$1.25aday.
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 Forensuringinclusivegrowth,economicgrowthoflowerstratashould
befasterthantheaffluentclass.However,Indiahasexperiencedone
ofthehighestratesofgrowthofinequality.AsperOXFAM survey
India’srichest1%holdsfourtimesofthewealthheldby70%ofbottom
populationwhichisaround1billion.

 Certainlyfocusononlyhighgrowthfailstoaccountpieofgrowthof
shared bydifferentsectionsofsocietywhich makesitineffective
indicationofnationalprogress.Though,itisnecessarytogenerate
wealthinthefirstplacetoredistributeit,howeveroveremphasison
highgrowthratemaycreatehugeinequalityanddisparity.

 Sustainedandhigheconomicgrowthcannotdifferentiatebetweenan
unequalandanegalitariansocietyiftheyhavesimilareconomicsizes.
Thus,risinginequalityisresultinginariseinsocietaldiscontentment
andincreasedpolarization.

IndianeedalternativemetricstocomplementGDPinordertogetamore
comprehensiveviewofdevelopmentandensureinformedpolicymakingthat
doesn’texclusivelyprioritizeeconomicgrowth.E.g.-Bhutan’sGrossNational
Happiness,andUNDP’sHumanDevelopmentIndex(HDI).Further,Indiais
alsobeginningtofocusontheeaseoflivingofitscitizenswhichisevident
from –

 RuraldevelopmentwithAgriculturecentricapproach.E.g.Rain-fedarea
developmentprogram,integratedruraldevelopmentprogramme.

 ElectrificationtoeveryhouseunderSaubhagyaYojana.

 Targetsofreducinginfantandunder-5mortalityrateunderswachh
bharatmissionthanjustbuildingtoilets.

 EmphasisonLastmilereach:forinstance,thetargetunder100%
immunisationtargetunderMissionindradhanushandfollowupunder
IntensifiedIndradhanushscheme.

 Preventiveapproachthancurativebyaddressingthecoreissues.E.g.
emphasisonprimaryhealthcareunderAyushmanBharatbycreating
healthandwellnesscentres.

 Genderinclusion:Atpresent,theelementofgenderequalityasapart
ofinclusivedevelopmentismorefocussed.E.g.Genderbudgeting,
women empowering schemes like Kanyashree Prakalpa ofWest-
Bengaletc.,

Alongwiththesefundamentalmeasuresforsocialsector,thefocusisalsoon
improving the business environmentin the nation through efforts like
improvingeaseofdoingbusinessrankingaswellasschemeslikeMakein
IndiaaswellasProductionLinkedIncentive’s(PLI’s)recentlyannouncedin
budget.

Conclusion
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Asapracticeofgoodgovernance,ithasbeenalwaysincorporatedinIndiato
–‘wipingeverytearfrom everyeyes’tothelatestwiththeobjectiveof‘Sabka
sathsabkavikas’whichencapsulatesthecorephilosophyofinclusivegrowth
toovercomethetagofa1%economywheretheendgoalistobemorejust
andequitablesocietythatiseconomicallythrivingandofferingcitizensa
meaningfulwayoflife.

4.Whyisitimportanttohaveastabletaxregime?Analyse.

Approach

Studentsareexpectedto writeaboutstabletaxregimeandanalysethe
importancetohaveastabletaxregime.

Introduction

Paying taxes is a mark of civilisation.Stability is one of the three
fundamentals forpolicymakers to considerwhen trying to design and
implementa good tax system,alongside simplicity and certainty.For
individualsandbusinessesalike,stabletaxregimeisfundamentaltoeffective
planningandefficientcompliance.

Body

OneofthelikelyreasonsforIndiatosufferarelativelypoorreputationin
largerglobalcommunityofinvestorswaswhenitcomestothestabilityofits
taxregime.Bynottinkering withtaxratesinthisbudget2021 whether
corporatetax,personalincometax,peakratesofCustomsdutyorGSTthe
GovernmenthassentoutastrongsignaltothethatIndiaisindeedastable
taxregimewheretheyshouldbelookingtoinvest.
Importanceofstabletaxregime:

 CreateEaseofdoingbusiness:Stableandmoderatetaxregimewill
givethrustand aclearroadmaptoeaseofdoingbusiness.The
EconomicSurveysuggestedthatthemeasuresthatneedtobetaken
soonshouldincludeaclear,transparent,andstabletaxandregulatory
environment.

 Refrainfrom retrospectivetaxation:Whilegovernmentsoftenusea
retrospectiveamendmenttotaxationlawsto“clarify”existinglaws,it
ends up hurting companies thathad knowingly orunknowingly
interpretedthetaxrulesdifferently.ForexampleVodafonecase.With
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stabilityin taxregimegovernmentprovidesimple,predictableand
transparenttaxregimethatstandsbeneficialforcompaniesandwell
nurturetheeconomy.

 Tax terrorism to tax transparency:Domestic tax laws allow the
authoritiestoissue‘demandnotices’eventopeoplewhohavepaidall
theirtaxesfortheyearandhavedutifullyfiledtheirreturns.Butwith
stable tax regime less fluctuations in tax rules setefficienttax
administrationandincreasethetaxtransparency.

 Bring about certainty: Common procedures for registration of
taxpayers,refundoftaxes,uniform formatsoftaxreturn,commontax
base,commonsystem ofclassificationoftaxslabswilllendgreater
certaintytotaxationsystem.

 Increaseindisposableincome:Withstabilityintaxregimedisposable
incomeincreases,householdshavemoremoneyto eithersaveor
spend,whichnaturallyleadstoagrowthinconsumption.Consumer
spendingisoneofthemostimportantdeterminantsofdemand;it
createsthedemandthatkeepscompaniesprofitableandhiringnew
workers.

 IncreasetaxComplianceandbroadentaxbase:Certaintywithstable
taxregimewillenhanceenvironmentforcomplianceasallreturnsare
tobefiledonstablerate.Complianceincreasewillalsohelpinbroaden
taxbase.The improved compliance and increased taxbase have
resultedinariseinthetaxtoGDPratio.Thesamehasreached12%,
whichisthehighestintherecentpast(theratiowas10.1%in2013-14).

 Helpsinstreamlinetaxation:Throughstabilityintaxregimethereis
harmonisationoflaws,proceduresandratesoftaxbetweenCentre
andStatesandacrossStates.Itisexpectedtoreducecostoftaxation
andinflationintheeconomy.

 Improvedcompetitiveness:Reductionintransactioncostsofdoing
businesswouldeventuallyleadtoanimprovedcompetitivenessforthe
tradeandindustry.WorldBankbelievesthattheimplementationofthe
stabletaxregimewith GoodsandServiceTax(GST),isthemost
crucial reform that could improve competitiveness of India’s
manufacturingsector.

 Reducingpendency:Stabilityintaxregimeespeciallywhencoupled
with the increasing digitalisation of tax compliance creates
mechanismsforearlydisputeresolutionreducependingtaxlitigation
inTaxAppellateTribunalshouldservetoimproveinvestorsentiment.

 Stableandpredictability:Astabletaxregimeiswelcomeaswebelieve
thatapredictablepolicyenvironmentiscriticalforsustainedgrowth
andtoattractmoreinvestmentsintothecountry.

Conclusion

Overall,India’slong-runningobjectiveofachievingstabilityintaxregimeand
minimisingdisputes,appearstohavebeenachievedinthisBudget.Taxesfor
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theupcomingBudgetsshouldfocusonmainlyclarityinlaw,simplificationof
proceduresandreductionoflitigation,facilitatingbusinesstransitionsapart
from exemptionsanddeduction willinturnpromoteeaseofdoingbusiness
inthecountry.Itishopedthatthesemeasurespavethewayforathriving
nationaleconomyinthenearfuture.

5.Whatcanbethepossibleimplicationsoftherecentregimechangein
Myanmar
forIndia?Discuss.

Approach-Questionrequirescandidatetounderstandhistoryofmilitaryrule
inMyanmar.Answercanbeframedgivingashortbackgroundbehindevents
andhowthingswillplayoutforIndiaandtheregioninthefuture.

Introduction

IntheearlyhoursofMonday,Feb1,2021Myanmararmy'sTVstationsaid
powerhadbeenhandedovertocommander-in-chiefMinAungHlaing.MsSuu
Kyi,PresidentWin Myintand otherleaders ofthe NationalLeague for
Democracy(NLD)werearrestedinaseriesofraids.Acoupwasorganizedby
militaryestablishment.

Body

WhatarethepossibleimplicationsforIndia?

 ForIndia,thereturntomilitaryrulebyMyanmar’sTatmadaw (Army)
andthearrestofAungSanSuuKyiandthepoliticalleadershipofthe
NationalLeagueofDemocracy(NLD),arearepeatofeventsthirty
yearsago,buttheModigovernment’sreaction,islikelytobestarkly
differenttoIndia’sstrongpubliccriticism oftheJunta’sactionsin1989
-90.

 IndiadoescareaboutdemocracyinMyanmar,butthat’saluxuryit
knowsitwillnotbeabletoaffordforthetimebeing.Theonlyoption
willbetoengage,buildingonitsoutreachinrecentyearsviathe
securityanddefenceestablishment
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 IndiahassuccessfullyworkedwiththeTatmadaw,Myanmar’smilitary,
tocontainethnicinsurgenciesinitsownNorthEast.TheTatmadaw
has,moreover,pushed backagainstChina’sinfluence,increasingly
cultivatedbyAungSanSuuKyiasshefacedahostileWest.

 In2019,Indiaemerged,forthefirsttime,astheTatmadaw’sleading
arms supplier,selling $100 million ofequipmentcompared with
China’s$47million.

 InMyanmarEternalcrisis,hadthegreatvirtueofprovidinglegitimacy
forendlessmilitaryrule.In1988,large-scalepro-democracyprotests
ledtheTatmadawtocommittodemocratization.Therewas,however,
asignificantgapbetweenthepromiseanditsrealization.

 The2008Constitution,whichfinallypavedthewayfortheelectionof
Aung’s NationalLeague forDemocracy,gave the Tatmadaw an
institutionalstakeinpower.TheConstitutionreservedforitaquarter
ofseatsinbothhousesoftheAssemblyoftheUnion,thecountry’s
parliament,aswellastheministriesofdefence,homeaffairsand
borderaffairs.

 The NLD,though,proved more successfulthan the Generals had
bargainedfor,winningbytheelectionsof2015handily.SuKyi’sparty
cashedinontherisingrideofmajoritariannationalism.Followingthe
genocidalanti-Rohingyaviolencein2017,SuKyipositionedherselfasa
defenderofethnic-BamaridentityandtheMyanmarnation.Theresult
wasahead-onchallengetotheArmy’slegitimacyasthesoleguardian
ofthecountry’sunity—yieldingalandslidewinfortheNLDinthe2020
elections.

 SuKyialsoprovedsuccessfulincontainingthefalloutfrom Western
sanctionsafter2017—expandingthecountry’seconomicrelationship
withChinaandusingBeijing’sdiplomatichefttowardoffinternational
pressure.This,inturn,irkedtheTatmadaw,whichbelievedBeijinghad
failedtoactagainstinsurgentnetworksoperatingfrom China.

 Apart from strategic concerns, India has cultivated several
infrastructureanddevelopmentprojectswithMyanmar,whichitsees
asthe“gatewaytotheEast”andASEANcountries.Theseincludethe
India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateralhighway and the Kaladan Multi-
modaltransittransportnetwork,as wellas a plan fora Special
EconomicZoneattheSittwedeep-waterport.

 IndiastillhopestohelpresolvetheissueofRohingyarefugeesthatfled
toBangladesh,whilesomestillliveinIndia,andwillwanttocontinueto
engagetheMyanmargovernmentonthat.

 Inthepastdecade,thebalancebetweenengagingMyanmar’sciviland
militaryestablishmentbecameeasier,onceMs.SuuKyiwasreleased
andtheNLDwasallowedtoform thegovernmentin2015.

 InMyanmar,Indiafacesatightropewalk,Apro-militarytilt,moreover,
risksalienatingdemocraticforcesinMyanmar,pushingthem closerto
China,andgivingthatcountrygreaterpopularlegitimacy.

 Anescalationinviolencewill,inexorably,draw theenergiesofthe
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Tatmadaw awayfrom theborderswithIndia’sNorth-Eastand will
causemoreheadacheforcountry.

Conclusion
Indiafacesatoughcall,asmoreunstableneighborhoodwillgiveriseto
insurgency,andforthattheywillneedsupportofmilitary,onotherhandwe
cannotcompromiseinstallationofdemocracy.HencethechoiceforIndia
betweendemocraticideals,thatithasexpressedinNepalandMaldives
recently,and‘Realpolitik’,tokeepitsholdinMyanmarandavoidcedingspace
toChina,willbethechallengeahead.


