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ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK (ADB)

News: ADB cautioned that the surge in COVID-19 cases may put India’s economic recovery at
risk.

About

e |tisaregional development bank established in 1966, which is headquartered in in
Manila, Philippines.

e The company maintains 31 field offices around the world to promote social and
economic development in Asia.

e The bank admits the members of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission
for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP) & and non-regional developed countries.

e |t has 68 members —India, China, USA, Japan, Pakistan etc.

e The ADB was modeled closely on the World Bank, and has a similar weighted voting
system where votes are distributed in proportion with members’ capital subscriptions.

e ADB is an official United Nations Observer.

e ADB provides direct financial assistance, in the form of debt, equity and mezzanine
finance to private sector companies, for projects that have clear social benefits beyond
the financial rate of return.

e The ADB offers “hard” loans on commercial terms primarily to middle income countries
in Asia and “soft” loans with lower interest rates to poorer countries in the region.

e ADB obtains its funding by issuing bonds on the world’s capital markets. It also relies on
the contributions of member countries, retained earnings from lending operations, and
the repayment of loans.

e Indiais the largest borrower of Asian Development Bank and the fourth largest
shareholder of ADB.

e One-third of funding by AlIB has gone to India.

Do You Know?
e ‘Developing Asia’ refers to a group of 45 countries that are members of the ADB.
THINK!

e New Development Bank (NDB)
e Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AlIB)
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INDIRA SAWHNEY JUDGEMENT

About

Indra Sawhney & Others v. Union of India (also known as the Mandal verdict) was an
Indian public interest litigation case.

1992 Indra Sawhney & Others v. Union of India judgment laid down the limits of the
state's powers: it upheld the ceiling of 50 per cent quotas, emphasized the concept of
"social backwardness", and prescribed 11 indicators to ascertain backwardness.

The nine-Judge Bench judgement also established the concept of qualitative exclusion,
such as "creamy layer".

The creamy layer is only applicable in the case of Other Backward Castes and not
applicable on other group like SC or ST.

Backward class of citizen in Article 16(4) can be identified on the basis of the caste
system & not only on economic basis.

Article 16(4) is not an exception of Article 16(1). It is an instance of the classification.
Reservation can be made under article 16(1).

Backward classes in Article 16(4) were not similar to as socially & educationally
backward in article 15(4).

Creamy layer must be excluded from the backward classes.

Article 16(4) permits classification of backward classes into backward & more backward
classes.

A backward class of citizens cannot be identified only & exclusively with reference to
economic criteria.

Reservation shall not exceed 50%.

Reservation can be made by the ‘EXECUTIVE ORDER’.

Mandal Commission

The Second Backward Classes Commission, famously known as the Mandal Commission,
was set up in 1979 to determine the criteria for defining socially and educationally
backward classes.

The Mandal report identified 52 percent of the population at that time as ‘Socially and
Economically Backward Classes’ (SEBCs) and recommended 27 per cent reservation for
SEBCs in addition to the previously existing 22.5 per cent reservation for SC/STs.

Do You Know?

www.iasbaba.com !




IASBABA'’S ILP 2022 — PRELIMSPEDIA SAMPLE

e The 102nd Amendment inserted Article 342A to the Constitution giving powers to the
Centre to notify any class or community as socially and educationally backward with
respect to any state or Union Territory.

e Centre alone is empowered to identify socially and educationally backward classes

(SEBC) and include them in the Central List for claiming reservation benefits. The States
can only make suggestions.

MUKURTHI NATIONAL PARK

About

It is a protected area located in the western corner of the Nilgiris Plateau west of
Ootacamund hill station in the northwest corner of Tamil Nadu in the Western Ghats
Mountain range.

e The Park is a part of Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve, India's first International Biosphere
Reserve.
e Its main mammal attraction is the Nilgiri tahr. The Park was previously known as Nilgiri
Tahr National Park.
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Nilgiri tahr

e Itis an ungulate that is endemic to the Nilgiri Hills and the southern portion of the
Western and Eastern Ghats in the states of Tamil Nadu and Kerala.
e |t is the state animal of Tamil Nadu.
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e Despite its local name, it is more closely related to the sheep of the genus Ovis than the
ibex and wild goats of the genus Capra.

e The Nilgiri tahr can be found only in India. It inhabits the open montane grassland
habitat of the South Western Ghats montane rain forests ecoregion.

THINK!

e Mudumalai Tiger Reserve
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