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IASBABA’S TLP 2023 (PHASE – 1) – DAY 74 SYNOPSIS 

Q-1 - Analyze the security challenges faced by india in its border areas, 
including cross border terrorism, illegal migration ,and smuggling of 
weapons and drugs . evaluate the measures taken by the government 
to enhance border security and manage these challenges . 
 
Approach - 
 
In this question candidates need to write about what are security challenges faced by 
India in its border areas including cross border terrorism, illegal migration and 
snuggling of weapons and drugs. In second part write about government initiatives to 
enhance border security. 
 
Introduction - 
 
India's borders with its neighboring countries, particularly Pakistan and China, have 
long been the source of security challenges and tensions. Some of the key security 
challenges in the border areas of India are, Cross-border terrorism,Illegal 
migration,Smuggling of arms and drugs,Border disputes with China,Insurgency in 
Northeastern states etc .Govt has taken many initiatives to improve situation. 
 
Body - 
 
India faces several security challenges in its border areas, including: 
⚫ Cross-border terrorism: India has been facing cross-border terrorism from 

Pakistan-based extremist groups for many years. These groups carry out attacks 
on Indian security forces and civilians, causing loss of life and property. 

⚫ Illegal immigration: India's borders are porous, and illegal immigration from 
neighboring countries is a major security challenge. This can lead to an increase 
in crime, terrorism, and the spread of communicable diseases. 

⚫ Drug trafficking: India's border areas are also prone to drug trafficking, which can 
cause harm to individuals and communities. 

⚫ Arms smuggling: The smuggling of illegal arms into India through its border areas 
is a major security challenge. This can fuel conflict and violence in the region. 

⚫ Human trafficking: India's borders are also used for human trafficking, particularly 
for the purposes of forced labor and sexual exploitation. 

⚫ Infiltration by insurgent groups: India's border areas are also prone to infiltration 
by insurgent groups, which can cause instability and violence in the region. 

⚫ Border disputes: India has long-standing border disputes with some of its 
neighbors, particularly with China and Pakistan. These disputes can escalate into 
conflict and pose a threat to national security. 

⚫ Environmental degradation: The degradation of the environment in border areas 
due to illegal activities such as deforestation, mining, and pollution, can lead to 
ecological imbalances and impact the security of the region. 

⚫ Territorial disputes: India also faces territorial disputes with its neighbors over 
areas such as the Siachen Glacier and the Kaladan River, which can escalate into 
conflict. 
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⚫ Smuggling of counterfeit goods: The smuggling of counterfeit goods into India 
through its border areas is a major security challenge, as it can harm the country's 
economy and compromise the safety and health of consumers. 

⚫ Border disputes with China: India has a long-standing border dispute with China 
and there have been incidents of cross-border incursions and confrontations 
between the two countries' militaries in recent years. 

⚫ Insurgency in Northeastern states: India's Northeastern states have been the 
epicenter of insurgency for several decades. Some of these insurgent groups have 
taken shelter in neighboring countries and use the porous borders to carry out 
attacks inside India. 

Measures taken by government to enhance border security in india- 
⚫ The Indian government has taken several measures to enhance border security in 

the country, including: 
⚫ Border fencing: The government has been constructing physical barriers, such as 

fencing and walls, along the India-Pakistan and India-Bangladesh borders to 
prevent illegal activities and infiltration by extremists. 

⚫ Border patrolling: The government has increased border patrolling by the Border 
Security Force (BSF) and other security agencies to monitor and prevent illegal 
activities along the borders. 

⚫ Use of technology: The government has been using technology such as night 
vision devices, thermal imaging cameras, and unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) to 
enhance border security. 

⚫ Cooperation with neighboring countries: The government has been strengthening 
its cooperation with neighboring countries, including Pakistan and Bangladesh, to 
tackle cross-border terrorism and other illegal activities. 

⚫ Intelligence-based operations: The government has been conducting intelligence-
based operations to gather information about the movement of terrorists and 
smugglers along the borders. 

⚫ Strengthening coastal security: The government has been strengthening coastal 
security by increasing the presence of the Indian Coast Guard and the Indian Navy, 
and by installing radar and other surveillance systems along the coast. 

⚫ Improving infrastructure: The government has been improving infrastructure in 
border areas, such as roads and bridges, to enhance mobility and accessibility for 
security forces. 

⚫ Border management: The government has established a Border Management 
Division within the Ministry of Home Affairs to coordinate and improve the 
management of the country's borders. 

 
Conclusion - 
 
To address these challenges, India has increased its military presence along the 
borders and improved its border infrastructure. The government has also launched 
initiatives to improve border management, enhance intelligence gathering and 
sharing, and increase cooperation with neighboring countries to tackle cross-border 
terrorism and other security challenges. 
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2. Discuss the linkages between organized crime and terrorism, 
including the funding of extremist groups by criminal networks, and the 
use of criminal activities to support terrorism. 
 

Approach 
 
Candidates can start the answer with basic idea of organized crime and then how its 
nexus impact the Internal security of India with different criminal activities such as 
drug trafficking, human trafficking, smuggling, and extortion. 
 
Introduction 
 
There are linkages between organized crime and terrorism, particularly in terms of the 
funding of extremist groups by criminal networks, and the use of criminal activities to 
support terrorism. Criminal networks can provide significant financial resources to 
extremist groups through activities such as  
 
Body 
 

• In some cases, terrorist groups and criminal networks may even collaborate in 
these activities or merge to expand their operations. 

• This funding from criminal networks can help to sustain and enhance the 
capabilities of extremist groups, enabling them to carry out attacks, recruit 
new members, and expand their operations.  

• It also creates a challenge for law enforcement agencies, who must work to 
disrupt the flow of illicit funds and prevent these groups from accessing the 
resources they need to carry out their activities. 

• Terrorist groups can also use criminal activities to support their operations, 
including money laundering, counterfeiting, and smuggling of goods and 
weapons.  

• These criminal activities provide a source of funding and resources for terrorist 
operations and can help to increase their power and influence. 

• The linkages between organized crime and terrorism pose a significant threat 
to global security and stability.  

Indian Scenario: 

• In India, the linkages between the two exist at national and transnational 
levels. At the national level, both terrorists and those involved in organized 
crime are within India. At the international level, collaboration exists between 
transnational syndicates and terrorists from inside and outside India. 

• India’s proximity to drug-producing regions like Golden Crescent in the West 
and Golden Triangle in the East has always been a cause of worry. 

• In the Northeast, extortion is the fundamental basis for funding all forms of 
terrorism. In addition to this, kidnapping has been used extensively for 
spreading terror and raising funds. Human trafficking, drug trafficking, and 
gun-running are some of the other criminal activities that have been common 
in these areas. 
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• In J&K, counterfeit currency has been a major source of funding for terrorism. 

• In the Maoist terror movements, extortion is yet again a common 
phenomenon. They have also indulged in robberies of banks to fund their 
movement. There have also been reports of cuts being enforced on drug-
yielding crops in the region. 

• The Indian Mujahideen have also resorted to crime to raise funds. This includes 
robberies, kidnappings, etc. 

• Governments and law enforcement agencies around the world are working to 
disrupt these networks and cut off their sources of funding, in order to weaken 
their ability to carry out their criminal and terrorist activities. 

 
Conclusion 
 
Efforts to counter the linkages between organized crime and terrorism involve 
targeting the financial networks that support these groups, as well as working to 
prevent the recruitment of new members and disrupting the supply chains that enable 
their operations.  This requires international cooperation and coordination among law 
enforcement agencies, intelligence services, and governments around the world. 
 

3. Discuss the challenges in balancing human rights and civil liberties 

with the need for internal security in India. 
 

Approach 
 
Candidates can start the answer with giving basic idea about Indian situation with 
related to internal security and human rights, civil liberties. Then explain the 
multifaceted challenges in balancing both wrt to Indian diversity and complexity. 
 
Introduction 
 
India has a diverse population and a complex security environment, including 
insurgencies, terrorism, and communal violence. While ensuring internal security is 
essential to safeguard citizens, protect the territorial integrity of the country, and 
maintain public order, this cannot be done at the cost of human rights and civil 
liberties. 
 
Body 
 
The challenges in balancing human rights and civil liberties with the need for internal 
security in India are multifaceted and complex. Some of the key challenges include: 

• Misuse of security laws: The government has been accused of misusing 
security laws to suppress political dissent, intimidate journalists, activists, and 
civil society organizations. This has resulted in arbitrary detention, torture, and 
extrajudicial killings, which have raised concerns about the impact of such 
measures on civil liberties and human rights. 
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• Communal violence: India has a history of communal violence, which often 
stems from tensions related to religious, ethnic, or linguistic differences. 
Balancing public safety and protecting the rights of individuals and 
communities is a challenging task, particularly when government policies and 
actions favor one community over another. 

• Independence of the judiciary: The independence of the judiciary is essential 
to ensuring that government actions are consistent with the rule of law and 
respect the rights of citizens. However, there have been concerns about the 
independence of the judiciary in India, particularly in cases related to internal 
security and communal violence. 

• Transparency and accountability: The lack of transparency and accountability 
in government actions related to internal security and communal violence is a 
significant challenge. This can make it difficult for citizens to hold the 
government accountable for any abuses of power or violations of rights. 

• Weak institutions: Weak institutions, including law enforcement agencies and 
the judiciary, can limit the government's ability to balance internal security and 
human rights. Strengthening institutions is essential to ensuring that 
government actions are consistent with the rule of law and respect the rights 
of citizens. 

• Major challenge is the misuse of anti-terrorism and security laws by authorities 
to suppress political dissent, intimidate journalists, activists, and civil society 
organizations.  There have been instances of extrajudicial killings, arbitrary 
detention, and torture in the name of internal security. This has raised 
concerns about the impact of such measures on civil liberties and human 
rights. 

• Another challenge is the persistence of communal violence, which has a long 
history in India. Riots and inter-religious conflicts have led to a loss of lives, 
damage to property, and displacement of communities.  

• These incidents often stem from tensions related to religious, ethnic, or 
linguistic differences. Addressing such violence requires a delicate balance 
between ensuring public safety and protecting the rights of individuals and 
communities. 

• The Indian government has taken measures to address these challenges, such 
as enacting laws to protect the rights of marginalized communities, 
strengthening the independence of the judiciary, and investing in community 
policing.  

 
Conclusion 
 
However, there is still much work to be done to ensure that internal security measures 
are consistent with human rights and civil liberties. This requires strong institutions, 
transparency, and accountability mechanisms, and a commitment to upholding the 
rule of law. 


