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Q.1) Discuss how colonialism contributed to the redrawing of political boundaries and the 
creation of modern nation-states in the 19th and 20th centuries. (150 words, 10 marks) 

 
 

Colonialism—the domination and exploitation of foreign lands for imperial benefit—reshaped 
the world’s political map. In the 19th and 20th centuries, it imposed artificial borders and systems 
that evolved into the framework of modern nation-states. 
 

 
 

Colonial impact: Political Restructuring 
1. Arbitrary Borders Drawn: Colonial powers carved territories with little regard for ethnic, 

tribal, or linguistic realities. 
Example: The 1884 Berlin Conference divided Africa into zones that split ethnic groups and 
merged rivals. 

2. Centralised Administration: Colonial governments established bureaucracies that became 
postcolonial state structures. 
Example: British India's civil service and provincial system became templates for independent 
India. 

3. Mandated States Created: Colonizers drew new borders after dismantling old empires. 
Example: Iraq, Syria, and Palestine were carved from Ottoman lands by British and French 
mandates. 

 
Colonial impact: Socio-Economic Legacies 
1. Urban Centers Became Capitals: Colonial settlements transformed into postcolonial 

administrative hubs. 
Example: Nairobi, once a British railway post, emerged as the capital of Kenya. 

2. Colonial Economic Patterns Persisted: Resource extraction economies caused long-term 
regional inequalities. 
Example: Belgian Congo’s mining-centric economy left vast disparities post-independence. 

3. Ethnic Identities Hardened: Colonial censuses rigidified identities, sowing future divisions. 
Example: Belgian classification of Hutu and Tutsi in Rwanda worsened ethnic tensions. 

 
Emergence of Nation-States 
1. Anti-Colonial Movements Unified Populations: Resistance fostered collective national 

identities. 
Example: India's struggle against the British created a cohesive idea of the Indian nation. 

2. Adoption of European State Models: Most postcolonial nations retained imposed borders 
and institutions. 
Example: African nations accepted colonial frontiers to avoid further conflict and 
disintegration. 
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1.  
Colonialism redrew maps, imposed borders, and shaped the institutions of many modern states. 
Though independence came later, colonial legacies still define the political and social contours of 
much of the contemporary world. 
 
 
Q.2) Evaluate the role of indigenous political leadership in accelerating the decolonization 
process across Asia and Africa. (150 words, 10 marks) 

 
 

Decolonization in Asia and Africa was shaped by native leaders who guided their people to 
freedom. Through protests, diplomacy, and vision, they became the driving force behind ending 
colonial rule and building new, independent nations. 
 

 
 

Key Contributions of Indigenous Leaders 
1. Mass Nationalist Movements: Indigenous leaders organized political movements that united 

ethnically diverse populations under a shared anti-colonial vision. 
Example: Nehru and Gandhi steered the Indian National Congress into a mass-based 
nationalist force. 

2. Non-Violent Resistance: Peaceful civil disobedience earned moral authority while exposing 
colonial brutality. 
Example: Gandhi’s Salt March became a global symbol of resistance. 

3. Revolutionary Struggles: Armed struggle was used where peaceful means were suppressed. 
Example: Amílcar Cabral led effective guerrilla warfare in Guinea-Bissau against Portugal. 

4. Diplomatic Negotiations: Leaders secured independence through political negotiations and 
international advocacy. 
Example: Jomo Kenyatta combined resistance with diplomacy to achieve Kenyan 
independence. 

5. Pan-Nationalism and Identity Assertion: Leaders revived indigenous pride to challenge 
colonial narratives. 
Example: Nkrumah championed Pan-Africanism to unite and decolonize Africa. 

6. Institution Building: Leaders laid groundwork for governance post-independence. 
Example: Nnamdi Azikiwe promoted federal structures in Nigeria’s transition to democracy. 

 
Other Factors Facilitating Decolonization 
1. Weakened Colonial Powers: WWII economically and militarily drained Britain and France. 

Example: Britain’s inability to maintain its empire led to rapid withdrawals from Asia and 
Africa. 

2. International Pressure: The UN and global opinion turned against colonialism. 
Example: The UN Charter promoted self-determination, legitimizing decolonization demands. 

3. Cold War Dynamics: Superpower rivalry encouraged support for anti-colonial movements. 
Example: Both the USA and USSR supported decolonized nations to expand influence. 
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2.  
Indigenous leaders were the principal force driving decolonization. Though aided by external 
shifts, their vision, mass mobilization, and negotiation strategies accelerated the fall of colonial 
regimes across Asia and Africa in the twentieth century. 
 
 
Q.3) “Mandates ended, but the conflict endured.” Trace the historical evolution of the Israel–
Palestine conflict in the context of the collapse of colonial mandates and subsequent 
international interventions in West Asia. (150 words, 10 marks) 

 
 

The Israel Palestine conflict began with the 1917 Balfour Declaration and deepened under the 
British Mandate (1920–1948). Post-mandate transitions, failed peace plans, and growing 
nationalist tensions have since kept West Asia in a state of persistent unrest and violence. 
 

 
 

Historical Evolution of the Conflict 
1. Conflicting British promises: Britain supported both Arab independence and a Jewish 

homeland, leading to deep mistrust.  
Example: The Balfour Declaration (1917) clashed with the earlier McMahon–Hussein 
correspondence (1915–16). 

2. Land and population shifts: Jewish immigration and land sales triggered Arab fears of 
marginalization. 
Example: Zionist land acquisition and British support led to Arab riots in the 1920s–30s. 

3. Palestinian revolt and crackdown: British repression of uprisings weakened local leadership 
structures. 
Example: Key Palestinian political figures were imprisoned or exiled before 1948. 

4. Partition plan and exit: UN's division proposal led to violence after British withdrawal. 
Example: Britain’s 1948 withdrawal triggered civil war and Arab-Israeli hostilities. 

5. Birth of Israel and Nakba: Israel’s creation caused mass displacement and regional instability. 
Example: Over 700,000 Palestinians fled or were expelled in 1948, known as the Nakba. 
 
International Interventions and Escalation 

1. Weak UN efforts: UN resolutions lacked enforcement or were ignored. 
Example: UN Resolution 194 (1948) on refugee return was never implemented. 

2. Superpower involvement: Cold War alliances deepened divisions. 
Example: The U.S. supported Israel while the USSR backed various Arab states. 

3. Peace process failures: Mistrust and violence hindered lasting agreements. 
Example: Oslo Accords (1993–95) collapsed amid settlement growth and militant attacks. 
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Enduring Nature of the Conflict 
1. Ongoing occupation: Israel continues to control contested territories. 

Example: West Bank settlements continue to expand, defying international resolutions. 
2. Palestinian division: Internal rifts weaken unified resistance or diplomacy. 

Example: Fatah rules the West Bank while Hamas controls Gaza, with limited coordination. 
3. Regional proxy war: Wider Middle East rivalries fuel the conflict. 

Example: Iran’s support for Hamas and Hezbollah escalates proxy warfare. 
4. Recent escalation: New waves of violence reflect worsening instability. 

Example: Hamas’s October 2023 attack and Israel’s February 7, 2024 airstrikes intensified the 
crisis. 

 

 
3.  
The conflict, rooted in colonial-era contradictions, remains unresolved. Despite decades of peace 
efforts, the 2024 Gaza war and intensifying Iran–Israel rivalry show that the region is edging 
closer to broader confrontation, with peace appearing more elusive than ever. 
 
 
Q.4) Critically analyze the role of capitalist expansion in shaping the nature and extent of 
imperialism in the 18th and 19th centuries. (250 words, 15 marks) 

 
 

The 18th and 19th centuries witnessed the rise of industrial capitalism in Europe, which reshaped 
global power dynamics. The relentless search for raw materials, markets, and profits drove 
imperial expansion, transforming the scale and brutality of European colonial ventures. 
 
“The need of a constantly expanding market for its products chases the bourgeoisie over the 
whole surface of the globe.” — Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels. 
 

 
 

Features of Capitalist Expansion 
1. Industrial Growth: Rapid industrialisation created surplus goods and the need for new 

markets. 
Example: Britain’s textile industry sought Indian and African markets for cheap cotton 
exports. 

2. Search for Raw Materials: Capitalist economies needed continuous access to raw inputs. 
Example: Congo’s rubber and India’s cotton were crucial to European industries. 

3. Technological Advancements: Innovations enabled deeper imperial penetration and 
resource extraction. 
Example: Steamships and railways facilitated control over colonies like India and Egypt. 

4. Rise of Financial Capital: Banks and investors supported imperial ventures abroad. 
Example: British financiers backed infrastructure in colonies like Kenya and Malaya. 
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Capitalism’s Role in Shaping Imperialism 
1. Economic Motivation: Profit became the main driver of conquest and colonisation. 

Example: British East India Company’s trade monopoly led to direct control of Bengal post-
1757. 

2. Territorial Expansion: Capitalist powers scrambled to secure resource-rich regions. 
Example: The 1884 Berlin Conference formalised the scramble for Africa. 

3. Labour Exploitation: Colonies became sources of cheap, often coerced, labour. 
Example: Indian indentured labour in Caribbean sugar plantations. 

4. Commercial Infrastructure: Ports, railways, and telegraphs were developed to extract and 
export. 
Example: Indian railways prioritised access to cotton-growing regions. 

5. Integration into World Economy: Colonies were reshaped to serve metropolitan economic 
needs. 
Example: India's de-industrialisation under British rule turned it into a raw material supplier. 

6. Monopolistic Companies: Corporations acted as imperial agents in many colonies. 
Example: Dutch East India Company ruled parts of Indonesia as a sovereign power. 

7. Consumerism and Markets: Colonies served as captive consumers for European products. 
Example: Manchester textiles flooded Indian markets, ruining native handloom industries. 

8. Ideological Justification: Capitalist imperialism was legitimised as a ‘civilising mission.’ 
Example: “White Man’s Burden” rhetoric justified economic exploitation under moral 
pretence. 

 
 

4.  
Capitalist expansion fundamentally shaped the motives and methods of imperialism, driving 
Europeans to dominate distant territories for economic gain. Its legacy endures, with many post-
colonial regions still grappling with unequal structures created during this era. 
 
 
Q.5) Communist ideology shaped the course of several anti-colonial and revolutionary 
movements in the 20th century. Analyse its influence on the revolutionary struggles in Asia and 
Latin America during this period. (250 words, 15 marks) 

 
 

In the 20th century, communist ideology emerged as a tool of resistance against colonialism and 
capitalism. Rooted in Marxist-Leninist principles, it inspired revolutionary movements across Asia 
and Latin America seeking to end imperial control and internal inequalities. 
 

 
 

How Communist Ideology Shaped Revolutionary Movements 

• It offered a critique of colonial exploitation through a class-based lens. 

• It provided a global ideology of resistance, uniting colonised peoples against imperial powers. 
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• It promised a vision of an egalitarian post-colonial society, free from both feudal and capitalist 
oppression. 

• It drew material and moral support from the USSR and China, strengthening revolutionary 
efforts. 

 
Influence in Asia 
1. China’s Communist Revolution: Mao mobilised peasants using Marxist ideas adapted to rural 

China. 
Example: The Communist Party’s 1949 victory ended Kuomintang rule and foreign influence. 

2. Vietnam’s Liberation Struggle: Ho Chi Minh fused nationalism with Marxism to combat 
colonialism. 
Example: The Viet Minh defeated France at Dien Bien Phu in 1954. 

3. Korean War: North Korea’s communist regime opposed US-backed South Korea. 
Example: The Korean War (1950–1953) reflected the ideological Cold War split. 

4. Naxalite Uprising in India: Maoist ideology influenced rural armed struggles. 
Example: The 1967 Naxalbari uprising sparked a long-standing leftist insurgency. 

 
Influence in Latin America 
1. Cuban Revolution: Marxist leaders Castro and Guevara overthrew the Batista regime. 

Example: Cuba declared itself a socialist republic in 1959. 
2. Guerrilla Insurgencies: Marxism inspired armed movements across the continent. 

Example: Peru’s Shining Path launched a Maoist rebellion in the 1980s. 
3. Sandinista Revolution: Marxist forces toppled a dictatorship in Nicaragua. 

Example: The Sandinistas gained power in 1979 and implemented socialist reforms. 
4. Anti-Imperialist Framework: Communism linked US interventions to neo-colonialism. 

Example: The ideology framed Latin America’s elite as agents of capitalist oppression. 
 
Limitations of Communist Ideology 
1. Authoritarian Outcomes: Revolutionary states often replaced colonialism with centralized, 

repressive regimes. 
Example: Cuba curtailed political freedoms after the revolution. 

2. Lack of Local Fit: Marxism often clashed with indigenous and cultural realities. 
Example: In India and Latin America, class struggle ignored local caste or ethnic complexities. 

3. External Dependency: Reliance on Soviet or Chinese support made movements vulnerable 
to global shifts. 
Example: Many lost momentum after the USSR’s collapse. 

 
 

5.  
Communist ideology played a transformative role in anti-colonial struggles by providing 
structure, ideology, and support. However, many revolutionary regimes faced internal 
contradictions, repression, or decline—visible even today in regions still grappling with inequality 
and unrest. 
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