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It is not important to read multiple sources rather revising the same source for multiple times will make a
difference. As far as Polity is concerned, UPSC asks questions from aspects covered in standard books like
NCERT, M. Laxmikanth and current affairs.

Current Affairs forms a major part of Prelims and almost 100% in Mains Paper. We are already covering the
current affairs part in Babapedia. You should not ignore it at any cost.

The questions in Prelims are a mix of basics and application based but majority of them are anyway discussed
in current affairs courtesy to issues like SC Judgments, Articles, Ministry or departments in news. You can
smartly prepare all these aspects from current affairs and revise the static aspects of the same from VAN
and Laxmikanth too.

Going through Previous Years Questions (PYQ):

e |t should be a consistent exercise and part of your daily schedule to go through PYQs.

e Whatever topics you study in a day, must ensure to cross check the PYQs for the same and get the
idea on the dimensions and aspects in which UPSC has already asked questions.

e Do not neglect to practice and master the concepts from PYQs of last 15 years.

e UPSC has been repeating some concepts already asked in previous years and if you are unlucky in
this too, then nothing can be more disastrous.

MAINS SYLLABUS/TOPICS of GS PAPER 2
e Historical underpinnings of Indian constitution

Evolution & features of Indian constitution,

Significant provisions and basic structure doctrine.

Comparison of the Indian constitutional scheme with that of other countries.

This document will guide you with various possible dimensions on which UPSC frames questions in Mains
exam. It will help you gauge the issues with its interconnections as well as importance while preparing such
topics.

Let us glance through previous years UPSC Mains questions to understand the various dimensions associated
with above Topics. It will give you enough idea to approach the issues and understand the broad sphere of
coverage to be done. Note that UPSC Mains questions are truly based on the syllabus that UPSC has given:

e Examine the need for electoral reforms as suggested by various committees with particular reference
to "one nation — one election" principle. (2024)

e "The growth of cabinet system has practically resulted in the marginalisation of the parliamentary
supremacy." Elucidate. (2024)

e Compare and contrast the British and Indian approaches to Parliamentary sovereignty (2023)

e Right of movement and residence throughout the territory of India are freely available to the Indian
citizens, but these rights are not absolute. “ Comment. (2022)

e Discuss the role of the Vice —Presidents of India as the chairman of the Rajya Sabha. (2022)
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e ‘Constitutional Morality’ is rooted in the Constitution itself and is founded on its essential facets.
Explain the doctrine of ‘Constitutional Morality’ with the help of relevant judicial decisions. (2021)

e Discuss the desirability of greater representation to women in the higher judiciary to ensure diversity,
equity and inclusiveness. (2021)

e Analyse the distinguishing features of the notion of Equality in the Constitutions of the USA and India.
(2021)

e Examine the scope of Fundamental Rights in the light of the latest judgment of the Supreme Court
on Right to Privacy.

e Discuss each adjective attached to the word ‘Republic’ in the ‘Preamble’. Are they defendable in the
present circumstances? (2016)

e What was held in the Coelho case? In this context, can you say that judicial review is of key
importance amongst the basic features of the Constitution? (2016)

e Did the Government of India Act, 1935 lay down a federal constitution? Discuss (2016)

Considering the topics in the UPSC syllabus and previous years’ questions, it is evident that the questions
demand deeper understanding of concepts and interlinkages. We are providing basic templates to help you
approach GS Paper 2 questions effectively.

e You will generally encounter two types of questions from the given topics (as mentioned above).

e The first type is static in nature, such as — “Did the Government of India Act, 1935 lay down a federal
constitution? Discuss.”

e The second type combines both static and dynamic elements, for example — “Examine the scope of
Fundamental Rights in the light of the latest judgment of the Supreme Court on Right to Privacy.”

e In GS Paper 2, you should always aim to enrich your answers with relevant examples—be they
contemporary or historical.

e This approach enhances your content and deepens your understanding, especially since the core
theoretical aspects remain similar to what is studied in Prelims.

e In the Mains exam, your task is to identify the core area of the question, link it with dynamic
developments, and structure your answer accordingly.

e Prepare at least two introductions and conclusions for each key term in the syllabus, including
related issues and sub-topics.

e This strategy helps you tackle questions instantly without wasting time. You can then focus more on
gathering quality content for the body of the answer.

e It's not very difficult to be prepared with strong introductions and conclusions in advance.

e Example: Topics like the Indian Constitution, Basic Structure, Amendments, and the Preamble lend
themselves well to crisp, ready-made introductions (20-25 words) that can be reused when relevant.

e Similarly, for areas such as Employment, Poverty, and Economic Development, you can easily draft
effective introductions and conclusions to enhance your answers under time pressure.
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This topic is important for both Prelims and Mains.
You will encounter this even in Modern History-
Coming of Europeans- British Government and its
Policies.

Points to know:

e The British arrived in India in 1600 as traders
through the East India Company (EIC), initially
with purely commercial interests.

e |n 1765, after the Battle of Buxar, Shah Alam I
granted the EIC Diwani rights, marking its rise
as a territorial power.

e The Revolt of 1857 (Sepoy Mutiny) became a
turning point in colonial rule.

e |n 1858, the British Crown assumed direct
control, ending Company rule and beginning
Crown rule.

e Crown rule continued until India’s
independence on August 15, 1947.

Why we have to study this chapter?

e This chapter is highly important and frequently
featured in UPSC exams—questions appear
almost every alternate year in both Prelims
and Mains.

e Many features of the Indian Constitution and
polity have their roots in British rule, making it
essential to understand key historical events
that shaped the legal and administrative
framework of colonial India.

e Studyingthese developments is also important
as they significantly influenced our
Constitution, and as aspirants, it’s our moral
responsibility to understand the foundations
of our nation.

e Common problem faced by aspirants:

e There are so many events, how will |
remember?
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e There are so many features in each Act. |
get confused. ®

e Polityis boring. | keep forgetting. “The rate
of evaporation is way too high”.

Solution: It is always easy to remember things in
story or pictures. Hope it helps:

e First let us observe the above timeline
carefully. Can you identify two rules? —

THE COMPANY RULE (1773-1858) and THE
CROWN RULE (1858-1947)

e Now, think—what were these "rules"?
Although the EIC arrived in 1600, there
were no structured regulations initially.

e So, why did Company rule formally begin in
1773? What changed suddenly to require
legal control and governance mechanisms?

Try to remember 3 Acts under these two rules:

COMPANY RULE CROWN RULE
(1773-1858) (1858-1947)
1. Regulating Act 1. Government of India Acts
2. Pitt’s India Act 2. Indian Council Acts
3. Charter Acts 3. Indian Independence Act

THE COMPANY RULE (1773-1858)
By 1773, the East India

Company was facing
severe financial difficulties
due to growing

competition from other
countries and the struggle to maintain its trade
monopoly. The Company was crucial to the British
Empire, as it held monopoly rights over trade in
India and the East, with many influential
individuals as its shareholders.



Now, these shareholders—some of whom were
also Parliamentarians—began to question the East
India Company’s role:

“What shall we do with this EIC? It’s failing to
deliver profits and can’t meet its obligations. We
need to intervene.”

“Yes, let’s impose some control and oversight—
perhaps through a law. Hmm... let’s call it the
Regulating Act.”

Why this Act is important?

e It was the first step taken by the British
Government to control and regulate the affairs
of the EIC in India.

e First time, British government recognized the

political and administrative functions of the
EIC.
e British government laid the foundations of

central administration in India.

Features of the Act:

The Act allowed the Company to retain its territorial
possessions in India but aimed to regulate its activities
and administration. Since it did not completely take
over power, it was aptly called the ‘Regulating Act’

The Act designated the Governor of Bengal as the

‘Governor-General of Bengal’ and created an
Executive Council of four members to assist him.

EIC HATING

WV AR R EMN HASTING S.
Ficsr Governor-General of India. 177475

The first such Governor-General was Lord Warren
Hastings (1774-1785).

How to remember? — Before this Act, the EIC was
operating freely in India without any oversight. But
with the Regulating Act, an executive authority
was introduced to control them. The Company
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wasn’t happy—they started HATING him.

HATING - HASTING - Warren Hastings, the first

Governor-General under the Act!

e Governor of Bengal was made ‘Governor-
General of Bengal’ and Governors of Bombay
and Madras presidencies were made his
subordinates. (So, these governors were also
“HATING” him)

e Since he was hated, there were fights
throughout the year. To solve this, the Act
provided for establishment of Supreme Court
(1774).

e Real objective was to control and manage
corrupt EIC = so the Act prohibited servants
of EIC from engaging in any private trade or
accepting bribes and gifts from native.

e The company directors were elected for a
period of five years and one-fourth of them
were to retire every year. Also, they could not
be re-elected.

e The Act told the governing body of the
Company i.e., Court of Directors to report all
its affairs (revenue, civil, military etc.) to British
Government.

e A Supreme Court was established at Calcutta
in 1774 with Sir Elijah Impey as the first Chief
Justice. Judges were to come from England. It
had civil and criminal jurisdiction over the
British subjects and not Indian natives.

Crux: (Regulating Act)

Regulating Act passed by British Government - to
control the EIC’s unchecked powers - need for
central administration - created Governor-
General of Bengal + 4-member Executive Council
- Madras and Bombay made subordinate -
Warren Hastings appointed (EIC started “HATING”
him - HASTING) - set up Supreme Court at
Calcutta - banned private trade and bribes -
Court of Directors to report to British
Government.
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So did the Regulating Act help?

e There were loopholes in the Regulating
Act, as the EIC’s Court of Directors (COD)
itself was corrupt.

e |In 1781, the British Government
summoned the COD to inquire into the
issues and attempted to fix the flaws in the
Act.

e However, the COD allegedly bribed
officials and managed to pass the Act of
Settlement (1781),
government to remain silent for a few

persuading the

more years.

Pitt’s India Act of 1784
e Again, the British Government wanted to

rectify the defects of the Regulating Act of
1773, so they passed Pitt’s India Act of
1784.

Why the name “PITT”? The then Prime Minister of
British was William Pitt.

e The Act knew EIC’'s COD was corrupt, so it
decided to reduce its powers. So, Act
distinguished commercial and political
functions of the EIC.

e Now, COD will look after commercial functions
only and a new body, Board of Control (BOC)
will take care of political functions.

e We shall call it “System of double
government” (COD+BOC)

e The Act empowered BOC to supervise, direct
all operations (civil and military) or revenues of
the “British possessions” in India.

e Hence, British Government was given the
supreme control over Company’s affairs and
its administration in India.

Crux: Pitt’s India Act

Regulating Act of 1773 had defects - Act of
Settlement in 1781 - Pitt’s India Act 1784 (to
rectify the defects)

Commercial and Political functions of EIC was
divided - COD to control commercial and BOC
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to control Political - BOC was empowered
more to look after “British Possessions” = with
this, British government gained supreme control
over EIC's affairs

Although the Court of Directors (COD) still
retained some control over commercial matters,
the final push toward centralization in British India
came through a series of Charter Acts. The Pitt’s
India Act of 1784 was the first to officially refer to
India as the “British Possessions”, signaling a shift
in how the British viewed their role in the
subcontinent. To formalize and highlight these
possessions, the British government began
preparing  detailed  “charts” or formal
documents—thus, the legislation that followed
came to be known as the Charter Acts.

Charter Act of 1813
The Charter Act of 1813 passed by the British

Parliament renewed the East India Company’s
charter for another 20 years. This is also called the
East India Company Act, 1813.

Background:

British tradesmen and merchants suffered as a
result of Napoleon Bonaparte's Continental
System in Europe (which barred the import of
British goods into French allies in Europe). As a
result, they demanded a share of British trade in
Asia and the end of the East India Company's
monopoly, to which the company objected.

e Charter act of 1813 ended the monopoly of
the East India Company in India. Other
British merchants were allowed to trade in
India under a strict licensing system. But
the company’s monopoly in trade with
China (Opium trade) and trade in tea with
India was kept intact.

e The company’s rule was extended to
another 20 years.

e This act also gave missionaries freedom to
enter India and engage in religious
proselytization. In accordance with the Act,



the missionaries were successful in
obtaining the appointment of a Bishop for
British India, with his headquarters in
Calcutta.

This act regulated the company’s territorial
revenues and commercial profits. It was
asked to keep its territorial and
commercial accounts separate.

There was also a provision that Company
should invest Rs. 1 Lakh every year on the
education of Indians.

It empowered the Local Governments in
India to impose taxes on persons and to
punish those who did not pay them.

This Act continued the structure of
governance but marked a shift towards
state intervention in Indian social affairs.

Charter Act of 1813

The British Government now decided to
bring further centralization in governance.
So, instead of the Governor-General of
Bengal (GGB), they created the post of
Governor-General of India (GGI) to oversee
all British-controlled territories in India.
The Act officially converted GGB into GGl,
and vested in him all civil and military
authority across British India, making him
the sole and supreme executive head.

The GGl was also given exclusive legislative
powers for the entire British India,
centralizing law-making under one
authority.

The Governors of Madras and Bombay
were now subordinate in legislative
matters and lost their independent
legislative powers.

The first GGI was so authoritative that he
“BENT” everyone to his will and “KICKED”
aside opposition.

- Lord William Bentinck became the first
Governor-General of India.
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e The Act ended all commercial operations
of the East India Company, converting it
into a purely administrative body, working
under the direction of the British Crown.

e For the first time, the Act proposed open
competition for the recruitment of civil
servants, including Indians, marking an
early step toward civil service reform.

e However, due to resistance from the Court
of Directors, this provision was not
implemented.

Crux: Charter Act 1833

Pitt’s India Act introduced the ‘Double
Government” system - COD handled
commercial functions; BOC handled political.
The Charter Act of 1833 brought complete
centralization - GGB became GGl with both
executive and exclusive legislative powers -
Governors of Madras and Bombay lost
legislative authority. EIC’s commercial role
ended - It became purely administrative. The
Act also attempted open competition for civil
services, including Indians - But COD opposed

it, so the provision was dropped.

Charter Act of 1853
Features of the Act
e GGl alone could not do all the work. So, the

legislative and executive functions of the
Governor-  General’s council were
separated for the first time.

e The Act created a separate GG Legislative
Council - called “Indian (Central)
Legislative Council.” For the first time, local
representation was allowed in the Indian
(Central) Legislative Council.

e This Indian (Central) Legislative Council
acted as a mini-Parliament (on same lines
of British Parliament)

e Thus, legislation, for the first time, was
treated as a special function of the
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government, requiring special machinery
and special processes.

e Now, it needed good civil servants to help
framing and implement the legislation.
This Charter Act of 1853 introduced an
open competition system of selection and
recruitment of civil servants (open to
Indians also) — Macaulay Committee, the
committee on the Indian Civil Service was
appointed in 1854.

e This Act extended the Company’s rule and
allowed it to retain the possession of
Indian territories on trust for the British
Crown.

e Butit did not specify any period, unlike the
previous Charters. This was a clear
indication that the Company’s rule could
be terminated at any time the Parliament
liked.

Crux: Charter Act 1853

Charter Act of 1833 gave full powers to GGI =
Executive + Legislative = To make things
simple, Charter Act of 1853 first time separated
Legislative and Executive function = created
separate body “Indian (Central) Legislative

III

Council” or mini-Parliament—> Act also allowed
local representation to this Legislative council
—> CSE was open to all, including Indians = The
Act allowed EIC to retain the possession of
Indian territories but for first time, it did not

specify particular time = indicating any time

Company'’s rule could be terminated.

From the above events we could see how British
Government made steady progress to control EIC
affairs and how the government laid foundation
for full centralization.

Revolt of 1857 or Sepoy Mutiny
e By 1857, the British followed an

expansionist policy in India. The policies
made by GGls adversely affected every
section of the Indian society. This led to
one of the important events of Indian
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history -- the Revolt of 1857. It was the first
rebellion against the East India Company

which took the massive form. (There were
many causes, which you will study in
History)

e So, due to this Mutiny or Revolt, the British
decided to enact an act, known as the Act
for the Good Government of India.

The Crown Rule (1858-1947)
e Now all Acts were called as either Government

of India (GOI) Acts or Indian Council Acts.

Government of India Act of 1858
(or Act for the Good Government of India):

e This Act abolished the East India Company,
and transferred the powers of
government, territories and revenues to
the British Crown. The Company Rule was
ended in 1858. The Crown Rule began.

Features of the Act
e India will be governed by Crown Rule (Her
Majesty)
e The designation GGl was changed to
Viceroy of India (VOI).
e Lord Canning became the first Viceroy of
India.

How to remember?

e When India’s governance was transferred
from Company’s Rule to Crown’s Rule, her
Majesty was thinking —

“Who CAN be the best suitable candidate for

Viceroy of India?”

e Aperson came forward telling “I CAN” because
my name starts with “CAN”. | am CAN-NING.

Lord CANNING

e Government of India Act of 1858 ended the
‘system of double government’ of Pitt’s




India Act of 1784 (i.e., it abolished COD +
BOC)

e Instead, it created new office “Secretary of
State for India” (SOS) — so COD’s
administrative authority and control was

given to SOS.

e This SOS was a member of the British
cabinet and was responsible ultimately to
the British Parliament.

e The Act also created a 15-member Council
of India to assist the secretary of state
(SOS). However, this Council was an
advisory body.

e GOl Act, 1858 was largely confined to the
improvement of the administrative
machinery by which the Indian
Government was to be supervised and
controlled in England.

e [t did not alter in any substantial way the
system of government that prevailed in
India.
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Indian Councils Act of 1861, 1892 and 1909

Crux Gol 1858

e After 1857 revolt/sepoy mutiny = GOI Act
1858 was enacted to abolish EIC = powers of
government, territories and revenues were
transferred to the British Crown.

e GGl designation was changed to VOI (Lord
Canning was first VOI) = system of double
government was ended (No COD+BOC) -
instead a new office SOS+15-member Council
of India to assist the SOS was created = SOS
was vested with complete authority and
control over Indian administration.

e GOI, 1858 was intended to bring Good
Government in India, alter the system of
government in India = by improving the
administration machinery = But it did not
alter in any substantial way the system of
government.

e We had seen that Charter Act of 1853 had
created a separate Legislative Council called
Indian (Central) Legislative Council.

e After 1857 revolt, the British Government felt
the necessity of seeking the cooperation of

the Indians in the administration of their

country.
e Inpursuance of this policy of association, three
acts were enacted by the British Parliament.

Indian Councils Act of 1861
Features of the Act:

e This Act made a beginning of
representative institutions -- it associated
Indians with the law-making process.

e The Act provided that Viceroy should
nominate some Indians as non-official
members of his expanded legislative
council.

(In 1862, Lord Canning, the then viceroy,
nominated three Indians to his legislative
council). (The Raja of Benares, the Maharaja of
Patiala and Sir Dinkar Rao).

e Process of decentralization was initiated:
Legislative powers (legislative devolution)
were restored to Bombay and Madras
Presidencies.

e |t thus reversed the centralizing tendency
that started from the Regulating Act of
1773.

e This policy of legislative devolution granted
almost complete internal autonomy to the
provinces.

e |t also provided for the establishment of
new legislative councils for Bengal, North-
Western Frontier Province (NWFP) and
Punjab

e ‘Portfolio’ system was introduced by Lord
Canning — i.e., Indian Councils Act (ICA)

1861 transformed the Viceroys’s executive
council into a cabinet run on the portfolio
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system. Therefore, six_members in the
executive council took charge of separate
departments.

e Ordinance making power: The Act
empowered the Viceroy to make
ordinance during an emergency. However,
the life of such an ordinance was 6 months.

e The act made a limited and indirect
provision for the use of election in filling up
some of the nonofficial seats both in the
Central and provincial legislative councils.
However, the word “election” was, not

used in the act.

Crux: ICA, 1861

There was need for Indian cooperation in law
making process > so ICA 1861 provided for
“representative institutions” - VOI should
nominate some Indians as non-official
members to his Legislative Council

ICA 1861 provided for “devolution of
legislative powers to provinces” (Bombay and
Madras) = also established new legislative
councils for other provinces 2 “reversed the
policy of centralizing tendency” it followed.
ICA 1861 also introduced “Portfolio system”
-> charge of each department was given to
members of executive council.

“Ordinance making power” to VOI during
emergency.

Crux, ICA, 1892

e Number of Indian (non-official) members to
Legislative Council was increased.

e Functions of Legislative councils were also
increased = power to discuss the budget and
addressing questions to executive.

e Certain bodies can recommend some Indians
to be nominated as non-official members to
Central and provincial councils = The Act
made a limited and indirect provision for the
use of election = but the word “election” was
not used.

Indian Councils Act of 1892
Features:

e Number of additional Indian (non-official)
members in the Central and provincial
legislative  councils were increased.
However still the official majority were

non-indians.

e Functions of legislative councils were
increased and gave them the power of
discussing the budget and addressing

guestions to the executive.

e Nomination made on the
recommendation: Certain bodies like
governors of provinces, Universities,
zamindars and chambers could now
recommend Indians for the nomination of
non-official members.
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Indian Council Act 1909
Features:

e This Act is also known as Morley-Minto
Reforms (Lord Morley was Secretary of
State and Lord Minto was Viceroy of India)

e Increased the size of Legislative Councils
(both central and provincial) from 16 to 60.

e |t retained official majority in the Central

Legislative Council but allowed the
provincial legislative councils to have

Indian non-official majority.

e Increased the functions of Legislative
councils at both levels - members were
allowed to ask supplementary questions,
move resolutions on the budget, and so
on.

e It provided (for the first time) for the
“association of Indians with the executive
Councils” of the Viceroy and Governors.

e Satyendra Prasad Sinha became the first
Indian to join the Viceroy's executive

council. He was appointed as a law
member.




e |CA 1909 introduced a system of
communal representation for Muslims --
concept of ‘separate electorate’.

(Lord Minto came to be known as the Father of
Communal Electorate.)

Crux, ICA 1909

e 1909 > MOM - Morley-Minto Reforms >
System of communal representation or
concept of separate electorate was
introduced.

e |ICA 1909 increased the size of legislative
council from 16 to 60 at both central and
provincial levels = however majority was
maintained in central, provincial councils were
allowed to have Indian non-official majority.

e Powers and functions of LC were increased 2>
members can ask supplementary questions,
move resolutions on the budget.

Government of India Act of 1919
In 1917 Edwin Samuel Montague, the then

Secretary of state made a historic declaration
(called August Declaration of 1917 or Montague

Reforms) defining the goal of British policies in
India.

On August 20, 1917, the British Government
declared, for the first time, that its objective was
the “gradual introduction of responsible

government” in India.

Important excerpt:

“Increasing association of Indians in every branch
of administration, and the gradual development of
self-governing Institutions with a view to the
progressive realisation of responsible
governments in India as an Integral part of the

British Empire”.

The keyword was Responsible Government which
means that the rulers must be answerable to the

elected representatives.
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The Government of India Act of 1919 was thus
enacted, which came into force in 1921. This Act is
also known as Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms
(Montagu was Secretary of state and Lord
Chelmsford Viceroy).

Features of the Act:

e Demarcation of separate central and
provincial subjects: Central and provincial
legislatures can make laws on their
respective list of subjects.

e Transferred and Reserved Subjects:
Provincial subjects were further divided
into two parts - transferred and reserved
subjects.

o Transferred subjects were to be
administered by the governor with
the aid of ministers responsible to
the legislative Council

o Reserved subjects, on the other
hand, were to be administered by
the governor and his executive
council without being responsible
to the legislative Council

e Dyarchy or Double rule: This dual scheme
of governance was known as ‘dyarchy’ —
which means double rule.

e Upper House and Lower House: First time,
bicameralism and direct elections were
introduced in the country. (Only at Centre)

e Three of the six members of the Viceroy’s
executive Council should be Indian.

e Extended communal representation or
separate electorate to Sikhs, Indian
Christians, Anglo-Indians and Europeans.

e |t granted franchise to a limited number of
people on the basis of property, tax or
education.

e |t created a new office of the High
Commissioner for India in London and
transferred to him some of the functions
hitherto performed by the Secretary of
State for India.
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e It provided for the establishment of a
public service commission (Hence, a
Central Public Service Commission was set
up in 1926 for recruiting civil servants.)

e |t separated, for the first time, provincial
budgets from the Central budget and
authorized the provincial legislatures to
enact their budgets.

e |t provided for the appointment of a
statutory commission to inquire into and
report on its working after ten years of its
coming into force.

Crux, GOI 1919

e August Declaration of 1917 or Montague
Declaration > Montague-Chelmsford Reform
- “gradual introduction of responsible
government” in India = more association of
Indians in every branch of administration 2>
development of self-governing institutions

e GOl Act 1919 > Montague-Chelmsford
Reforms > Separate subject for Centre and
Province > Provincial subjects divided into
two — Transferred and Reserved subjects =
Transferred = Governor + minsters
(responsible to Legislative Council) -2
Reserved = Governor + Executive council (not
responsible to Legislative Council) -
“introduction of diarchy” or double rule

e GOI Act 1919 - Introduction of Upper House
and Lower House (bicameralism and direct
elections for first time) = Increased Indians
association = 3 out of 6 members of the
Viceroy’s executive Council should be Indian
- Communal representation to other castes
- Limited franchise = UPSC - new office of
the High Commissioner for India in London
(with some of SOS powers) = Decentralisation
of Budget = appointment of a statutory
commission to report on the condition of India

(inquiry report after 10 years)
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Simon Commission (1927)
e The British Government announced the

appointment of a seven-member statutory
commission 2 years before the schedule.

e Chairman of the commission was Sir John
Simon.

e The statutory commission was set up to
report on the condition of India under its
new Constitution.

e However, all the members of the
commission were British and hence, all
the parties boycotted the commission.

e The commission submitted its report in
1930

Recommendations of the Commission:

A Abolition of diarchy in provinces

A Extension of responsible government in

provinces

A Establishment of an all-India federation
including British India and princely states
Continuation of Communal Electorates
Separation of Burma from India
More autonomy to provinces

To To T T—

Reorganization and strengthening of
police and judiciary.

T

Establishment of a Federal Court

A Reforms in the civil services

A Safeguards for minorities and backward
classes

To consider the above proposals British
Government convened three round table
conferences of the representatives of the British
Government, British India and Indian princely
states.

On the basis of these discussions, a ‘White Paper
on Constitutional Reforms’ was prepared and
submitted for the consideration of the Joint Select
Committee of the British Parliament. The
recommendations of this committee were
incorporated (with certain changes) in the next
Government of India Act of 1935.



Communal Award (1932)

In August 1932, Ramsay MacDonald, the
British ~ Prime  Minister  announced
Communal Award — to extend separate
electorate not only for Muslims, Sikhs,
Indian Christians, Anglo- Indians and
Europeans but also extended it to the
depressed classes (scheduled castes).
Gandhiji undertook fast unto death in
Yeravada Jail (Poona) to get the award
modified.

At last, there was an agreement between
the leaders of the Congress and the
depressed classes.

The agreement, known as Poona Pact,
retained the Hindu joint electorate and
gave reserved seats to the depressed
classes.

Nearly twice as many seats (147) were
reserved for the depressed classes in the
legislature than what had been allotted
under the Communal Award.

Government of India Act of 1935
Features:

The Act aimed to introduce responsible
government in India, particularly at the
provincial level, but fell short of
establishing full responsibility at the
central level.

It provided for the establishment of an All-
India Federation consisting of provinces
and princely states as units. (However, the
federation never came into being as the
princely states did not join it.)

Act divided powers - Central list,
Provincial list and Concurrent list; Residue
powers to Governor

Abolished ‘diarchy’ in the provinces and
introduced ‘provincial autonomy’ in its
place.
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e Actintroduced responsible governmentsin
provinces (i.e. governor was required to
act with the advice of ministers responsible
to the provincial legislature) — was in
operation only from 1937-1939.

e |t provided for the adoption of diarchy at
the Centre = i.e. Federal subjects be
divided into ‘transferred’ and ‘reserved’ —
But this also never came into operation.

e |t introduced bicameralism in six out of
eleven provinces.

e Extended separate electorates for
depressed classes (scheduled castes),
women and labour (workers)

e Abolished the Council of India (which was
estd. in GOI, 1958 to assist Secretary of
state). Secretary of state was provided
with team of advisors

e Establishment of a Reserve Bank of India
to control the currency and credit of the
country

e Federal Public Service Commission(PSC) +
Provincial PSC (on lines of UPSC + SPSC)

e Establishment of a Federal Court (in 1937)

e Franchise extension: 10% of the total
population got the voting right.

Crux, GOI Act 1935

e The Act aimed to introduce responsible
government in India - Proposed an All-India
Federation (failed as princely states didn’t join)
—> Created Federal, Provincial, Concurrent,
and Residuary Lists (residuary to Viceroy) -
Abolished provincial dyarchy - Introduced
provincial autonomy - Dyarchy introduced at
Centre (not enforced) - Bicameralism in 6
provinces - Extended separate electorates
(SCs, women, labour) - Council of India
abolished - SOS given advisors - RBI
established - Federal and Provincial PSCs
created - Federal Court set up in 1937.
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Indian Independence Act of 1947
OnlJune 3, 1947, Lord Mountbatten, the viceroy of

India, put forth the partition plan, known as the
Mountbatten Plan. The plan was accepted by the
Congress and the Muslim League. Immediate
effect was given to the plan by enacting the Indian
Independence Act (1947)

e It provided for the partition of British India
into two independent Dominions—India and
Pakistan—effective from August 15, 1947.

e |t abolished the offices of the Viceroy and
Secretary of State for India.

e The British Crown’s authority over India
lapsed, and Britain would have no
responsibility with respect to the governance
of India or Pakistan.

e |t empowered the Constituent Assemblies of
both Dominions to frame their own
constitutions and to repeal any British law,
including the Independence Act itself.

e |t proclaimed the Ilapse of British
paramountcy over Indian princely states and
tribal areas.

e Princely states were given the freedom to join
India, Pakistan, or remain independent.

e The Governor-General and provincial
governors became constitutional heads,
bound to act on the advice of their respective
councils of ministers.

e Each Dominion’s legislature was empowered
to make laws with full sovereignty, including
extra-territorial laws.

e Until new constitutions were framed, both
Dominions would be governed by the
Government of India Act, 1935, with
necessary modifications.

e Civil servants and military officers were
allowed to opt for service in either Dominion,
with service safeguards ensured.

e The British monarch ceased to be Emperor of
India but continued as the symbolic head of
both Dominions until they became republics.

www.iasbaba.com

Lord Mountbatten became the first governor-

general of the new Dominion of India. He swore

in Jawaharlal Nehru as the first prime minister of

independent India. The Constituent Assembly of

India formed in 1946 became the Parliament of

the Indian Dominion.

Miscellaneous Points

Lord Warren Hastings created the office of
District Collector in 1772, but judicial powers
were separated from District collector later by
Cornwallis.

Laws made before Charter Act of 1833 were
called Regulations and those made after are
called Acts.

From 1773 to 1858, the British tried for the
centralization of power. It was from the 1861
Councils act they shifted towards devolution of
power with provinces.

From the powerful authorities of unchecked
executives, the Indian  administration
developed into a responsible government
answerable to the legislature and people.

The development of portfolio system and
budget points to the separation of power.
Lord Mayo's resolution on financial
decentralization visualized the development of
local self-government institutions in India
(1870).

Lord Ripon's resolution was hailed as the
‘Magna Carta' of local self-government. He is
regarded as the ‘Father of local self-
government in India'.(1882)

In 1921 the Railway Budget was separated
from the General Budget.

Till 1947, the Government of India functioned
under the provisions of the 1919 Act only. The
provisions of 1935 Act relating to Federation
and Dyarchy were never implemented.

The Executive Council provided by the 1919
Act continued to advice the Viceroy till 1947.
The modern executive (Council of Ministers)
owes its legacy to the executive council.



e The Legislative Council and the Legislative
Assembly came to be known as Rajya Sabha
and Lok Sabha after independence

Some Important Events:

e 1922 — Mahatma Gandhi asserted that India’s
political destiny should be determined by
Indians themselves.

e May17,1927 - At the Bombay session, Motilal
Nehru moved a resolution urging the Congress
Working Committee to frame a Constitution
for India.

e May 19, 1928 — An All-Party Conference set up
a committee under Motilal Nehru to
determine constitutional principles.

e August 10, 1928 — The Nehru Report was
submitted, the first Indian attempt to draft a
full Constitution.

e 1934 - M.N. Roy proposed the idea of a
Constituent Assembly for India.

e 1935 - The Indian National Congress (INC)
officially demanded a Constituent Assembly to
frame the Constitution.

e 1938 — Jawaharlal Nehru declared that the
Constitution must be framed by a Constituent
Assembly elected on the basis of adult
franchise.

e 1940 — The British Government accepted the
demand in principle through the August Offer.

e 1942 - Sir Stafford Cripps came to India with a
British  proposal for an independent
Constitution, to be framed after the war.

e The Cripps Proposal was rejected by the
Muslim League, which demanded two
separate Constituent Assemblies for Hindus
and Muslims.

e 1946 — The Cabinet Mission Plan arrived in
India and proposed a single Constituent
Assembly, which was largely acceptable to the
Muslim League.
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Making of the Indian Constitution

As the demand for a Constituent Assembly gained
momentum and the end of British rule became
inevitable, the British Government sent a high-
level mission to India to discuss the transfer of
power and the framing of a new constitutional
framework. This led to the arrival of the Cabinet
Mission in 1946, which played a crucial role in the
formation of the Constituent Assembly—the body
that would eventually draft the Constitution of
independent India.

Cabinet Mission Plan

e The Cabinet Mission consisting of three
members (Lord Pethick Lawrence, Sir
Stafford Cripps and A V Alexander) arrived
in India.

e Constituent Assembly (CA) was constituted
in November 1946 under the scheme
formulated by the Cabinet Mission Plan.

Features of the scheme:

e Allocation of seats based on population:
Each province and princely states were to
be allotted seats in proportion to their
respective population. (1 seat for every
million population)

e Seats allocated to each British province
were to be decided among the three
principal communities—Muslims, Sikhs
and general (General included all except
Muslims and Sikhs), in proportion to their
population.

e Separate electorate: The representatives
of each community were to be elected by
members of that community in the
provincial legislative assembly.

e Voting was to be by the method of
proportional representation by means of
single transferable vote.
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e Therepresentatives of princely states were
to be nominated by the heads of the
princely states.

e The Constituent Assembly was to be a
partly elected and partly nominated body.

e No Adult Franchise and Direct election:
Constituent Assembly was not directly
elected by the people of India on the basis
of adult franchise.

e The Constituent Assembly comprised
representatives of all sections of Indian
Society—Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs, Parsis,
Anglo-Indians, Indian Christians, SCs, STs
including women of all these sections. It
included all important personalities (with
the exception of Mahatma Gandhi and M
Ali Jinnah).

The elections to the Constituent Assembly (CA)

were held in July—August 1946

Some important facts:
e Dr Sachchidanand Sinha, the oldest
member, was elected as the temporary

President of the Constituent Assembly.

e Later, Dr Rajendra Prasad and Harendra
Coomar Mukherjee were elected as the
President and Vice-President of the
Assembly respectively.

e Sir B N Rau was appointed as the
Constitutional advisor to the Assembly.

Just remember that Dr Rajendra Prasad was the
President of Constituent Assembly but not
legislative assembly

Cabinet Mission Plan

e The Objective Resolution was moved by
Jawaharlal Nehru on 13th December 1946
in the Constituent Assembly.

e [t outlined the aims and objectives of the
Constitution and served as a guiding
framework for its drafting.
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e |t declared India to be an independent,
sovereign republic.

e |t guaranteed justice—social, economic,
and political to all citizens.

e |t ensured equality of status and
opportunity, and freedom of thought,
expression, belief, faith, worship,
vocation, association, and action.

e |t emphasized the protection of the rights
and interests of minorities, tribal and
backward communities, and other weaker
sections.

e |taimed to maintain the unity and integrity
of the nation while recognizing the
autonomy of the constituent units.

e |t promoted the goal of establishing
international peace and friendly relations
with other nations.

e The Resolution was unanimously adopted
by the Assembly on 22nd January 1947.

e Its ideals were later reflected in the
Preamble of the Indian Constitution.

Based on this resolution, our Constitution gave
institutional expression to these fundamental
commitments: equality, liberty, democracy,
sovereignty and a cosmopolitan identity.

(Read Objective Resolution wholly as it’s a moral
and philosophical document guiding Indian
constitution making process)

Indian Independence Act of 1947 made the
following changes in the position of the
Constitution Assembly (CA)

e Itwas made afully sovereign body to frame
Constitution (A Constituent Body)

e The act empowered the CA to abrogate or
alter any law made by the British
Parliament in relation to India.

e [t also became a legislative body.

e Two separate functions were assigned --
making of a constitution for free India and
enacting of ordinary laws for the country.



e Whenever the Assembly met as the
Constituent body it was chaired by Dr.
Rajendra Prasad and when it met as the
legislative body, it was chaired by G V
Mavlankar.

ENACTMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION
e Dr B R Ambedkar introduced the final draft of

the Constitution in the Assembly on
November 4, 1948 (first reading)

e Dr B R Ambedkar moved a motion— ‘the
Constitution as settled by the Assembly be
passed’.

e The motion on Draft Constitution was
declared as passed on November 26, 1949,
and received the signatures of the members
and the president.

Drafting Committee Members:

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar — Chairman

N. Gopalaswami Ayyangar — Member

Alladi Krishnaswami Ayyar — Member

K.M. Munshi — Member

Syed Mohammad Saadullah — Member

N. Madhava Rau (Replaced B.L. Mitter who

resigned due to illness) — Member

7. T.T. Krishnamachari (Replaced D.P. Khaitan
after his death in 1948) — Member

o Uk wWwN R

The Constitution as adopted on November 26,
1949, contained a Preamble, 395 Articles and 8
Schedules. The Preamble was enacted after the
entire Constitution was already enacted. The
Preamble also mentions November 26, 1949 as
the date on which Constitution as adopted.

Dr B R Ambedkar:

e Chairman of Drafting Committee

e ‘Father of the Constitution of India’

e Undisputed leader of the scheduled castes
e ‘Chief architect of the Constitution of India
e Also known as a “Modern Manu’
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ENFORCEMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION
e All the provisions (major part) of the

Constitution came into force on January

26, 1950 -- celebrated as the Republic Day.
January 26 was specifically chosen as the ‘date of
commencement’ of the Constitution because of its
historical importance. It was on this day in 1930
that Purna Swaraj day was celebrated, following
the resolution of the Lahore Session (December
1929) of the INC.

Sources of the Indian Constitution — Features
Borrowed

1. Government of India Act, 1935
e Federal Structure Of Government, Office
Of Governor, Public Service Commissions,
Emergency Provisions, Administrative
Details, Judiciary Structure, Bicameralism
At The Central Level, Provincial Autonomy,
Separation Of Powers Between The Centre
And Provinces, Instrument Of Instructions.

2. British Constitution

e Parliamentary System Of Government,
Rule Of Law, Legislative Procedure, Single
Citizenship, Cabinet System, Parliamentary
Privileges, Bicameralism, Prerogative
Writs, Concept Of Speaker And His Role,
Responsibility Of The Executive To The
Legislature, First Past The Post Electoral
System.

3. US Constitution

e Fundamental Rights, Independence Of
Judiciary, Judicial Review, Impeachment Of
The President, Removal Process For
Supreme Court And High Court Judges,
Office Of The Vice-President, Written
Constitution, Separation Of Powers,
Preamble, Checks And Balances.
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4. Irish Constitution

Of State
Nomination Of Members To Rajya Sabha
By The President, Method Of Election Of
The President, Referendum Provision.

e Directive Principles Policy,

5. Canadian Constitution
e Federal System With A Strong Centre,
Residuary Powers With The Centre,
Appointment Of Governors By The Centre,
Advisory Jurisdiction Of The Supreme
Court, Quasi-Federal Structure.

6. Australian Constitution

Freedom Of Trade
Commerce And Intercourse Within The
Country, Joint Sitting Of Both Houses Of
Parliament, Language Of The Preamble,
Related To Centre-State

e Concurrent List,

Provisions
Relations.

7. Weimar Constitution Of Germany
e Emergency Provisions, Suspension Of

Fundamental Rights During Emergency.

8. Soviet Constitution (USSR)
e Fundamental Duties, Ideals Of Justice —
Social Economic And Political — In The
Preamble, Concept Of Five-Year Plans.

9. French Constitution
e Republican Form Of Government, Ideals Of
Liberty Equality And Fraternity In The
Preamble, Principles Of Secularism.

10. South African Constitution

e Procedure For Of The
Constitution, Election Procedure Of Rajya
Sabha Concept Of A

Constitutional Assembly.

Amendment

Members,
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11. Japanese Constitution

Procedure Established By Law, Emphasis
On Legalism And Rule-Following.



First Cabinet of Independent India (1947)
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Name Portfolio(s)
1. Jawaharlal Nehru Prime Minister, External Affairs, and Commonwealth Relations
2. Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel Home Affairs and Information & Broadcasting
3. Dr. Rajendra Prasad Food and Agriculture
4. Maulana Abul Kalam Azad | Education
5. Dr. B. R. Ambedkar Law
6. R.K.Shanmukham Chetty | Finance
7. John Mathai Industries and Supplies
8. Sardar Baldev Singh Defence
9. C.H.Bhabha Commerce
10. Jagjivan Ram Labour
11. Rafi Ahmed Kidwai Communications
12. Amrit Kaur Health
13. S. P. Mukherjee Industry and Supply (resigned in 1950)
14. N. Gopalaswami Ayyangar | Transport and Railways
15. Syama Prasad Mukherjee | Industries and Supplies
16. K. C. Neogy Relief and Rehabilitation
17. Rajkumari Amrit Kaur Health

Committees of Constituent Assembly

Committee Name

W N RW N

R R R R R R R
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Drafting Committee

Union Powers Committee

Union Constitution Committee
Provincial Constitution Committee

Advisory Committee on Fundamental Rights, Minorities, etc.

Fundamental Rights Sub-Committee

Minorities Sub-Committee

Excluded & Partially Excluded Areas (Assam)
Excluded & Partially Excluded Areas (Other Areas)

. Rules of Procedure Committee

. States Committee (Negotiating with Princely States)
. Steering Committee

. Finance and Staff Committee

. Credentials Committee

. House Committee

. Language Committee

. Order of Business Committee

Chairperson

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar
Jawaharlal Nehru
Jawaharlal Nehru
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
J. B. Kripalani

H. C. Mookherjee
Gopinath Bardoloi

A. V. Thakkar

Dr. Rajendra Prasad
Jawaharlal Nehru

Dr. Rajendra Prasad

Dr. Rajendra Prasad
Alladi Krishnaswami Ayyar
B. Pattabhi Sitaramayya
Moturi Satyanarayana

K. M. Munshi
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Practice Questions

Conceptual Questions

1. Why did the British Parliament pass the Regulating Act of 1773 despite the East India Company being
in India since 16007

2. How did the Pitt’s India Act of 1784 introduce the concept of "double government," and what was its
significance?

3. In what ways did the Charter Act of 1833 mark a shift towards centralization in British India?

4. How do the Indian Councils Acts of 1861, 1892, and 1909 reflect the British strategy of gradually
involving Indians in governance?

5. What was the structure of governance under “Dyarchy” introduced by the Government of India Act
of 19197

6. Why was the Simon Commission of 1927 rejected by Indian political parties and the public?

7. Despite its wide-ranging reforms, why did the Government of India Act of 1935 fall short of meeting
Indian aspirations?

8. How did the Indian Independence Act of 1947 transform the Constituent Assembly into a sovereign
legislative body?

9. What role did the Objective Resolution play in guiding the framing of the Indian Constitution?

10. Compare the constitutional significance of Lord Canning and Lord Mountbatten in the transfer of

power and administrative change.

One Liner Revision Questions

Who was the first Governor-General of India?

What year was the Indian Councils Act introducing communal electorates passed?
Who chaired the Drafting Committee of the Indian Constitution?

Which Act officially ended the East India Company’s rule in India?

When was the Objective Resolution introduced in the Constituent Assembly?
Which constitutional body was set up in 1926 for civil services recruitment?

What term refers to the dual governance introduced in provinces by the 1919 Act?

Which Act proposed the establishment of an All-India Federation?

L 00 N o U kB W NP

Which Act extended voting rights to about 10% of the Indian population?

10. Who was the first Indian appointed to the Viceroy’s Executive Council?
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Prelims PYQ

1. In India, which one of the following Constitutional
Amendments was widely believed to be enacted to
overcome the judicial interpretations of the
Fundamental Rights? (2023)

a) 1st Amendment

b) 42nd Amendment
c) 44th Amendment
d) 86th Amendment

2. Consider the following statements in respect of the
Constitution Day: (2023)

1. Statement-I: The Constitution Day is
celebrated on 26th November every year to
promote constitutional values among citizens.

2. Statement-ll: On 26th November, 1949, the
Constituent Assembly of India set up a
Drafting Committee under the Chairmanship
of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar to prepare a Draft
Constitution of India.

Which one of the following is correct in respect of the
above statements?

a) Both Statement-l and Statement-Il are correct
and Statement-Il is the correct explanation for
Statement-I

b) Both Statement-l and Statement-Il are correct
and Statement-Il is not the correct
explanation for Statement-I

c) Statement-lis correct but Statement-Il is
incorrect

d) Statement-lis incorrect but Statement-Il is
correct

3. In the Government of India Act 1919, the functions
of Provincial Government were divided into
“Reserved” and “Transferred” subjects. Which of the
following were treated as “Reserved” subjects? (2022)

1. Administration of Justice
2. Local Self-Government
3. Land Revenue
4. Police
Select the correct answer using the code given below:

a) 1,2and3

(@) 2,3and4
(b) 1,3and 4
(c) 1,2and 4

The distribution of powers between the Centre and
the States in the Indian Constitution is based on the
scheme provided in the: (2012)

(a) Morley-Minto Reforms, 1909

(b) Montagu-Chelmsford Act, 1919
(c) Government of India Act, 1935
(d) Indian Independence Act, 1947

5. The Constitution (71st Amendment) Act, 1992
amends the Eighth Schedule to the Constitution to
include which of the following languages?

1. Konkani
2. Manipuri
3. Nepali
4. Maithili

Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(a)1,2and 3
(b)1,2and 4
(c)1,3and 4
(d)2,3and 4

6. Consider the following pairs:

Party Leader
1. Bharatiya Jana Sangh
- C. Rajagopalachari

- Jagjivan Ram

- Acharya Narendra Dev

2. Socialist Party
3. Congress for Democracy
4. Swatantra Party
How many of the above are correctly matched?
(2024)

a) Onlyone

b) Only two

c) Only three

d) Allfour
7. Who was the Provisional President of the
Constituent Assembly before Dr. Rajendra Prasad took
over? (2024)

a) C. Rajagopalachari

b) Dr. B.R. Ambedkar

c) T.T.Krishnamachari

d) Dr. Sachchidananda Sinha
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Question No. Correct Option
1 (a)
2 (c)
3 (c)
4 (c)
5 (a)
6 (c)
7 (d)

Mains PYQ
1. Examine the need for the review of the Indian Constitution. (2000) (30 Marks, 250 words)

2. What is a Constitution? What are the main sources of the Indian Constitution? (2007) (30 Marks, 250 words)

3. Do you think there is a need for a review of the Indian Constitution? Justify your view. (2008) (30 Marks, 250
words)

4. Write about the significance of 26th November in the country's polity. (2009) (2 Marks, 20 words)

5. The Supreme Court of India keeps a check on the arbitrary power of the Parliament in amending the
Constitution. Discuss critically. (2013) (10 Marks)

6. Did the Government of India Act, 1935 lay down a federal constitution? Discuss. (2016) (12.5 Marks)

7. Do you think the Constitution of India does not accept the principle of strict separation of powers rather it is
based on the principle of 'checks and balance'? Explain. (2019) (10 Marks)

8. What can France learn from the Indian Constitution's approach to secularism? (2019) (10 Marks)

9. 'Constitutional Morality' is rooted in the Constitution itself and is founded on its essential facets. Explain the
doctrine of 'Constitutional Morality' with the help of relevant judicial decisions. (2021) (10 Marks, 150
words)

10. “The principle of federalism is a basic feature of the Indian Constitution.” Discuss this statement in the
context of recent trends in Centre-State relations. (2024) (15 Marks, 250 words)
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Schedules

Followings are the schedules in Constitution of India

First Schedule

Names of the States and names of Union Territories (UTs)

Second Schedule

Salary and allowances of President, Governors, Chief Judges, Judges of High Court|
and Supreme court, Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha, Speaker
and Deputy Speaker of the Lok Sabha, Comptroller and Auditor General

Third Schedule

Forms of Oaths and affirmations of candidates for Parliament, Members of
Parliament, judges of the Supreme Court and High Courts, CAG, and Ministers and
legislators of states

Fourth Schedule

Allocation of seats in the Rajya Sabha to the states and the union territories.

Fifth Schedule

Provisions relating to the administration and control of Scheduled Areas and
Scheduled Tribes in any state except the four in Sixth Schedule.

Sixth Schedule

Provisions relating to the administration of tribal areas in the states of Assam,
Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram. Provides for formation of Autonomous District]
Councils

Seventh
Schedule

Division of powers
o Union List — 97 subjects (originally; currently 100)
o State List — 66 subjects (originally; currently 61)
o Concurrent List — 47 subjects (originally; currently 52)

List of 22 languages of India recognized by Constitution

Eighth Schedule [1. Assamese 2. Bengali 3. Gujarati
4. Hindi 5. Kannada 6. Kashmiri
7. Manipuri 8. Malayalam 9. Konkani
10. Marathi 11. Nepali 12. Oriya
13. Punjabi 14. Sanskrit 15. Sindhi
16. Tamil 17. Telugu 18. Urdu
19. Santhali 20. Bodo 21. Maithili
22. Dogri

Sindhi was added in 1967 by 21 Amendment
Konkani, Manipuri ad Nepali were added in 1992 by 71 amendment Santhali,
Maithili, Bodo and Dogri were added in 2003 by 92 amendment.

Ninth Schedule

Contains Acts and Regulations dealing with land reforms and abolition of the
zamindari system.

This schedule was added by the 1st Amendment (1951) to protect the laws
included in it from judicial scrutiny on the ground of violation of fundamental

rights.
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e However, In 2007, the SC (in I.R. Coelho v. State of Tamil Nadu) ruled: Laws under
this schedule are subject to judicial review if they violate basic structure

Tenth Schedule e Added by 52nd amendment in 1985. Contains provisions of disqualification of]
grounds of defection

Eleventh
Schedule

e By 73rd amendment in 1992. Contains provisions of Panchayati Raj.
e Contains 29 subjects under the jurisdiction of Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs)

Twelfth Schedulel * By 74" amendment in 1992. Contains provisions of Municipal Corporation.
e Contains 18 subjects under the jurisdiction of Municipalities.

Again, having problem to remember, right??

(Schedule 1 — 4) Imagine how our parents search for a bride/groom

1) What is the name of the bride/groom?

2) What salary and allowance she/he gets?

3) Will she/he take an oath to look after the family?

4) Yes, bride/groom confirmed = Allocate a seat for her/him in our family
(Schedule 5 and 6) > Very important for Mains and Prelims

5) Scheduled Areas = throughout the country except Assam, Mizoram, Tripura and Meghalaya

6) Tribal Areas- ATM- Me-Kya kar raha hai :P (Applicable only to Assam, Tripura, Mizoram and
Meghalaya)

7) 007 - James Bond = Centre acts as Bond in Central List; States acts as Bond in States List and both
act as Bonds in Concurrent List (Division of power)

8) Language

9) Acts and Regulations dealing with land reforms and abolition of the zamindari system.

10) Disqualification of MLAs or MPs/Anti-defection Law - Important

11) (Schedule 11 and 12) — Important

12) Panchayati Raj

13) Municipalities
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